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Peter Motteaux, 

» French gentleman, born and educated 
at Rohan, in Normandy. He came 
over into England, was a con- 
fiderable trader, and refided here 
many years.. He is faid to have 
poileiTed no inconfiderable (hare of 
wit, and humour; and, befides a 
tnmilation of Don Quixote, feveral Son^s, Pro- 
loguei and Epilogues, together with a Foem on 
Tea, dedicated to the Spectator, (fee Vol. VII. 
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2 The L I F s of 

Numb. 552) he it aathor of the QlIo#ii% 
dramatic pieces. 

1. Love*8 a Jeft» a Comedy ; a^ed at die new 
Theatre, in little Lincoln^s-Inn^Fields/ i6o6. In 
the two fcenesy where love is made a jeft, fome 
paiTages are taken from Italian writers. 

2. The Loves of Mars and Venus ; a Mafqae 
fet to Mufic, performed at the Theatre in Lincoln*s- 
Inn-Fields, 1696 ; dedicated to colonel Codrington. 
The ftory from Ovid. 

3. The Novelty, or every A€t a Play ; confifting 
of Paftoral, Comedy, Mafque, Tragedy, and Faroe, 
after the Italian manner ; a6ted at the Theatre in 
little Lincoln*s-Inn Fields 1697. 

The model of this play is formed upon Sir William 
Davenant's Play-Houfe to be let : Bat neither of 
them met with much fuccefs. 

4. Europe's Revels for the Peace, and his Maje- 
fty\ Hap^ Return, a Mufical Interlude, perform* 
ed at the Theatre in Lincoln VInn-Fields, 1697. 

5. Beauty in Diftrefs, a Traeedy ; a£ted at the 
Theatre in Lincoln^s-Inn-Fields, 1698. There is 
ibme poetry in this play ; and in the multiplicity of 
its incidents, he has followed the example of the 
Britiih Poets. Before this piece, diere is prefixed 
a difcourfe on the lawfulnefs or unlawfulne^ of 
plays ; written originally in French, b^ the learned 
father Caffaro, divinity profeflbr at Pans ; fent by a 
friend to Mr. Motteaux. 

6. The liland Princefs, or the Generons Portu* 
gueze ; made into an Opera, and performed at the 
Theatre- Royal 1701. The mufic by Mr. Daniel 
Furcell, Mr. Clark, and Mr. Leveridge. The 
greateft part of the play is taken from Fletch* 
er*s Ifland Princefs. Scene the Spice Ifland. 

7. The Four Seafons, or Love in every Age ; a 
mufical Interlude, fet to Mufic by Mr. Jeremiah 
Clark ; printed with the mufical Entertaidtaienta of 
the above Opera. 

8. 3xitain*t 
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PETER MOTTEAUX. 3 

t, Brittin*! Happinefi, a mufictl Interlude ; per- 
formed It both the Thettrcfi being part of the cn- 
. tertainmenti Aibfcribed for by the noDility. Scene 
m profpedl of Dover caftle and the Tea. This Inter* 
lude wai long before defignedi only a* an intro- 
dudlion to an Opera ; which if ever hnifhed was to 
have been nlled the Lovei of Europe, every a£t Ihew- 
ing the manner of the different nationi in their ad- 
drefTci to the fair-fex i of which he hu informed us 
In hisprefatory epiftle. 

9. Thomyris (&ten oS Soythia, an- Opera ; tranf- 
lated from the ItaTlM t performed at the Theatre in 
Lincoln*8-Inn-Fieldii 

10. The Temple of Lovei a Paftoral Opera, 
fit>m the Italia»i. performed at the Queen*s Theatre 
in the Hay-ntarket, by her mijefty^t lervanu, 1706. 
Seene Arctdm. Time of afiioft^ the fame with that 
of the reprefentation, 

1 1. Love Dragpoii*dv t Farce. 

This MAtleman, wha fotmt tahave M a very 
comfortaole life, his circomftaneei being eaiy, was 
nnfertanate- in hit deatk^i for ht lofl his life in 
a dtforderly houfe^ i» the parifli of St. Clement 
Dtfies,. not withoat fiifpicion of having been mur- 
dMfed I which aecidenc happened* to him, on his 
biithidayintbefBthyearofhisage, 1718. His body 
wat interred in his own parifh church, beipg diat 
•f St Mary Ax, in the city of London. 



B a Mrs. 



n 



4 The Life of 



t 



Vt 3#i^#U#]Li 



Mrs. Manley, 

THE celebrated authorc& of tlic Atijlantis, wa 
bom in Hampihiie, ^a one of thoie iiUnd 
^hich formerly belonged to France, of which.her h 
ther Sir Roger Manley was governor i wbo afterward 

«njoyed the fame poil in other places in England 
He was the- feco^d fon 9f an ancient family $ ih 
better part of his eftate yf/^pa xni^ed in the civil wa 
by his £rm adhqre^c^ to Charles L He haii 
not the fatisfa^on of ever J^ei^g .-^cak^ no^ce o^ 
nor was his loyalty ac)ciiowkdgffd at^ reftor^on 

. The governor waa a brave gaUanit man» of grea 

honour and dnt^pty. i. > ^ 

He became aJchoV^r.in the ^piid^ ojt the^caipp 
having left thi^ i^niverfity at^the .a«: of fixteen/fi 
follow tlfe for^m^ ,o^ Charlf^ X - .H\^ ^inp^ 
bad too ffliiC)|iof the Stoiq in .it. (to at^pn^ muck tq th 

.interef^ oflm family ^; Afy^^ f^iUh, ^pei^ m*)h^ pvi 

^ find foreign wars, he heg^n ^ jpvq eafe. and^ . r^c 
ment, demoting hin;ifeif tp iap Jj^dy, and the charg 
of his little poft, without following the court ; lii 
great virtue and modefty, debaring him from fol 
iiciting fiiVQurs from fuch perfons as were then a 
die helm (^ affairs^ his deferts were buried 
and ^rgotten. Xn this folitude he wrote fevera 
traAs for his own amnfement, particularly his Lati: 
Coqunentaries of the Civil Wars of England. H 
was Jiikewife author of the firft volume of tha 
admired work* the Turkiih Spy. One Di 
Mi4gley« an ingenioas phyfidan , related t 

«the* family by manSaga» had the charge o 
looking over his papc;rs. Amongft them he foun 

tha 
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Mrs. MAN LEY. 5 

that manufcript, which he referved to his proper 
life, and by his own pen, afn4 tht affiftance of 
feme others, continued the work till the eighth 
volume was fim(hed, without having i^ honefty to 
acknowledge the aothor of the iirft. 

The governor likewife wrote the Hiftory of ihc 
Rebellion in England, Scotland and Ireland ; 
wherein the mod material pai&ges, battles, fieges,- 
policies, and ilratagems of war, are impartially 
related on both fides, firom the year 1640, to 
the beheading of the duke of Monmouth 1688, in 
three parts, printed in octavo, in the year ii59i. 

His daughter, our authorefs, received an education 
fuitable to her birth, and gave very, early difco- 
veries of a genius, not only above her years, but 
much fuperior to what is ufually to be found 
amongft her own fex. She had the misfortune 
to lo^ her mother, while {he was yet an infant, 
tf circumftance< which laid the foundation of many 
calamities, which afterwards befell her, 
• The brother of Sir Roger Manley, who was of 
principles' very oppofite ta his, joined with the Par^ 
liamentarian party 1 and after Charles I. had fufTered, 
he engaged with great zead in the caufe of thofe who 
were for fettling a n^w form of government; in which, 
however, they were difappoint^d by the addrefs of 
Cromwell, who found- means to transfer the govern. 
ment into his own hands, and in place of inftitut- 
ifug a repub!io, reflored monarchy under another 
name, and erected a granny as dangerous, perhaps, 
in its confequences, as that which he had contributed 
to overthrow. During thefe heats and divifions, 
Mr. Manley, who adhered to the moll powerful 
party, was fortunate enough to amafs an cftate, 
and purchafed a title ; but thefe, upon the reftora- 
tion, reverted back to the former poilbflbr ; {o 
that he was left with feveral fmall children un- 
provided for. The eldcft of thefe orphans. Sir 
Roger Manley took under his protedion, beflowed 
B 3 a very 



Mw. MAN LEY. 7 

her dawning reafon. Soon after thefe proteftattont 
of love were made» the yonng lady fell into a fever, 
which was like to prove fatal to her life. 

The lover and her fifter never quitted the cham- 
ber for fixteen nights, nor took any other repofe 
than throwing themfelves alternately upon a 
lictie pallet in the fame room. Having in her na- 
ture a great deal of gratitude, and a very tender 
fenfe of benefits ; (he promifed upon her recovery 
to marry her guardian, which as loon as her health 
was fufficiently reflored, ihe performed in the pre- 
fence of a maid fervant, her After, and a gentleman 
who had married a relation. In a word, ihe was 
married, poflefled, and ruin*d. 

The hufband of our poetefs brought her to 
London, fixed her in a remote quarter of it, 
forbad her to ftir out of doors, or to receive the 
vifits of her fifter, or any other relations, friends, 
or acquaintance. This ufage, flic thought exceed- 
ing barbaroni, and it grieved her the more ex- 
ceflively, fince ihe married him only becaufe ihe 
imagined he loved and doated on her to diftradlion ; 
for as his perfon was but ordinary, and his age 
difproportioncd, being twenty-years older than fhc, 
it couldnot be imagined that ftie was in love with him. 
— She was very uneafy at being kept a prifoner ; 
but her huiband's fondnefs and jcaloufy was made 
the pretence. She always loved reading, to which 
ihe was now more than ever obliged, as fo much time 
lay upon her hands : Soon after ihe proved with 
child, and fo perpetually ill, that ihe implored her 
huA)and to let her enjoy the company ot her fifter 
and friends. When he could have no relief from 
her importunity (being aiTurcd that in feeing her re- 
lations, (he muft difcover his barbarous deceit) he 
thought it was beft to be himfelf the relator of his 
villany ; he fell upon his knees before her, with fo 
much feeming confufion, diftrefs and aneuiih, that 
ihe was at a lofs to know what could mould his ftub- 
bom heart to fuch contrition. At laft, with a thoufand 
B 4 well 
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well ccninterfeited tears, and fighs, he fbbb'd her 
with the wounding relation of his wife*s being ftill 
alive ; and with a hjrpocrite^s pangs conjured her 
to have fome mercy on a loft man as he was, in an 
ebftinate, inveterate paffion, diat had no alternative 
btt death, or pofTeffion. 

He irgcd, that could he have fupported the 
pain of living without her, he never would have 
made himfelf fo great a villain ; but when the ab- 
folute queftion was, whether he fhould deftroy him- 
felf, or betray her, fclf-Jove had turned the bal- 
jance, though not without that angniih to his foul, 
which had poifoned all his delights, and planted dag- 

§ers to ftab his jpeace. That he had a thoufand tirne^ 
arted in his deep with guilty apprehenfions ; the 
form of her honoured famer perpetually haunting 
hh troubled dreams» renroaching him as a traitor 
to that troft which in hi^«departin^ moments he had 
repoTed in him ; reprefenting to his tortured imaei* 
nation the care he took of hts education, more like 
a father than an uncle, with which he had rewarded 
him by efFeAing the perdition of his ^nFOoyite 
daughter, who was the lovely image of his bene- 
^^aor. 

With this artfiil contrition he endeavoured 
to footh his injured wife : But what foothingr 
could heal the woonds fhe had received ? Horror! 
amazement! fenfe of honour loft! the world's opi- 
nion ! ten thoufand diftrefles crowded her diftraded 
imagination, and (he caft looks upon the confdons 
traitor with horrible difmay ! Her fortune was in 
his hands, the greateft part of which was already 
lariihed away in the excefles of drinking and gam* 
ing. She was young, unacquainted with the world j 
had never experienced necmty, and knew no arts 
of redreffii^ it ; fo dut thus forlorn and diftrefled, to 
whom couM flie run for refu^, even from want^ 
and mifery, but to the very traitor that had undone 
her. She was acquainted with none that could or 

would 
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would efpoufe her ciule^ a-1ielplefs, ufelefs load of 
grief ai^ckijnelancholyl with child I difgraced f her 
. owu relations either unablf;^ or unwilling to relieve 
.her. / 
. Thus was (he detained by unhappy circumftances* 
and Jiis prevailing ^ts to wear, away three wretch- 
, jCd yearn wi^h, hjm, in the fame houfr, though flie 
Bioft rdemoly protefb, and fhe has a right 'to 
be believed, 'that no perAiafion could ever again 
reconcile her to hi9. impious arms. Whenever 
ihe caft her eyes upon her fon, it eav^ a mortal 
wound to her peac^: The circumuances of hit 
birth jglared fall on her . imagination ; (he faw 
him, m future, upbraided .wim his father's trea- 
chery, and his mother's misfortunes. Thus for^ 
faken of all the world, in the very morning of her 
life, when all things (hould have been gay, and 
pro^ufiugy (he. wore away three wretched jrcars. 
Mean time her betrayer had procured for himfelf 
a con(iderable employment i the duties of which 
obliged bin^ to go into the country where his firft 
.wife lived. He took leave of his injured innocent, 
with much Teeming tendemefs ; and made the moft 
facred proteftations, that he would not fufier her, 
Bor her child ever to want. 

He endeavoured to perfuade her to accompany 
him into the country, and to feduce, and quiet her 
confcience^ (hewed her a celebrated piece written 
in defence of Polygamy, and Concubinage : When 
he was gone, he foon relapfed into his former 
extravagancies, forgot his promife of providing 
for his child, and its mother ; and inhumanly left 
them a prey to indigence and oppreflion. The lady 
was only happy in being relea(ea from the killing 
anpuifh, of every day having before her eyes the 
objcA of her undoing. 

When (he again came abroad into the world, (he 

was looked upon with cold indifference ; that which 

had been her greatdi misfortune, was imputed 

, B s to 
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to her as the moft enormous euilt ; tad (he iiw* 
every where fneered at, avoided, and defpii^ 
What pity is it, ihat an unfortunate, as well a^ 
falfe fiep, (hoold damn a woman's ^me ! In vfl^a 
refpedl was Mrs. Manley to blame ? In what 
particular was fhe euiltv ? to marry her coufin, 
whopaifionately profeiTed love to her, and who 16- 
lemnly vowed himfelf a widower, could not be 
guilt ; on the other hand it had prudence and gra* 
titude for its bafis. Her continuinK in the honff 
With him after he had made the dilcovery, canno 
be guilt, for by doing fo, (he was prevented fron 
being expofed to fuch neceflities as perhaps wo«l^ 
bave produced greater ruin. When want an% 
beggary ftare a woman In the face, efpecially on< 
accuftomed to the delicacies of life, then indeed is 
virtue in danger ; and chey who efcape muA have 
more than human afliftance. 

Our poetefs now perceived, that together with 
her reputation, (he had loft all tiie efteem, 
that her converfation and abilities might have elfe 
procured her ; and (he was reduced to the de- 
plorable neceflity of a(rociating with thofe whofe 
fame was blafted by their indifcretion, becaufe 
the more fober and virtuous part of the fex did 
not care to rifle their own characters, bv being in 
company with one fo much fufpedled, and againfl 
whom the appearance of guilt was too ftrong. 

Under this dilemma, it is diflicult to point out any 
method of behaviour, by which (he would not be 
expofed to cenfure: If (he had dill perfifted in 
foHtude, the ill-natured world would have imputed 
to it a caufe, which is not founded on virtue; belides, 
as the means of iupport were now removed, by the 
perfidy of Mr. Manley, (he muft have periflied b) 
this refolntion. 

In this cafe, the reader will not be much fur 

prized to find our authorefs, under the patronag< 

of the duchefs of Cleveland, a miftrefs of kin| 

I Charle 



Mrs. MANLEY. u 

Clurlei the nd*8, who was juftly reckoned one of 
Che moft cekbrated beaadet of that aoe. Mri.Manlcf 
was paying a vifit to a Itdy of her grace*i ac- 

2aainauiice» when flic was introduced into the 
ivoar of this royal coarteaan i and u the dnchofs 
of Cleveland was a woman of fMurts and sjenias» 
file coold not bat be charmed with the fpnghtlt- 
Rcfs of her converfation. She was fond of new 
facet, and immediately contraAed the greatei fnti- 
Biacy with our poetefs, and «ve her a general in- 
vitation to her table. The lady at whole houie the 
dochefs became acquainted with Mrs. Manley, ibon 
oerceived her indifcretion in bringing them together i 
tor the love of novelty fo far prevailed on the 
ducheft* that herfelf was immeaiatdy difcarded* 
and the aflfedion formerly bellowed upon her, was 
laviihed on Mrs. Manley, 

This procured our poetefs an inveterate enemy i 
and the greateft blow that was ever ftruck at her 
reputation, was by that woman, who had been be« 
fore her friend. She was not content to inform 
perfons who began to know and efteem Mrs. Manley, 
that her marriage was a cheat ; but even endeavour- 
ed to nuke the duchefs jealous of her new favourite's 
charms, in refpe6t of Mr. Goodman the player, 
who at that time had the honour of approaching her 
grace's perfon, with the freedom of a gallant. 

As the ducbefs of Cleveland was a woman of a yt» 
ry fickle temper, in fix months time fhc began to 
be tired of Mrs. Manley. She was quarelfome, lo- 
quacious, fierce, excefTively fond, or downright 
rude ; when fhc was difgufted with any perfon, 
(he never failed to reprjach them, with all the 
bitternefs of wit (he was miftrcfs of, with fuch 
malice, and ill-nature, that (he was hated, not on- 
ly by all the world, but by her own chi'drcn and 
fcrvants : The extremes of prodieality, and covct- 
oufnefs, of love, andhatredi of dotage, and fond - 
nefs, met in her. 

B 6 A 
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A woman of this temper will be at no lofs fof 
the means of efFeding any one's rain, and having, 
now conceived an averfion to ourpoeteis, (he was 
Kfolved to drive her fiom her houfe, with as-much^ 
^reproach as poflSble ; and accordingly gave oufj^ 
that fhe had dete6t^d Mrs. Manley in an intri^Q^ 
with her own fon, and as (he did not care to give 
encouragement to fuch amours, fhe thought pro- 
per to difcharge her. Whether or not there was 
any truth in this charge, it is impoiEble for us to 
determine : But if Mrs. Manley *s own word may 
be iaken,' in fuch a cafe, fhe was perfedly inno- 
■ c^nt thereof/ 

When our authorefs was difmifled by the duchefs, 
fhe was follicited by lieutenant-general Tidcomb, 
to pafs fome time with him at his country feat ) 
but fhe excufed herfelf by telling him, (he muft be 
in love with a man, before fhe could think of 
refiding with him, which fhe could not, without a 
violation of truth, profefs for. him. She told him 
her love of folitude was improved, by her difguH 
of the world, and fmce it was impoifible for her to 
be public with reputation, fhe was refolved to re- 
main in it concealed.^ 

It was in this folitude fhe compofed her firfl tra. 
gedy, which was much more famous for the lan- 
guage, fire, and tendernefs, than the condu£^. Mrs. 
Sarry diftinguifhed herfelf in it, and the author was 
often heard to exprefs great furprize, that a man 
of Mr. Betterton's grave fenfe, and judgment, 
ihould think well enough of the prodaflions of a 
young woman, to bring it upon the fta^e, 
£nce fhe herfelf in a more mature age could hardly, 
bear to read it. But as the play fucceeded, fhe 
received fuch unbounded inccnfe from admirers, 
that her apartment was crowded with men of wit, 
and gaiety. There is a copy of vcrfes prefixed 
to her play, faid to be wntien by a very great 
hand ^hich defeive notice. 

What r 
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What I all oar fcx in one fad hoar undone ? 
.Loft are oar arts, our learning, our renown 
Since natjare'i tide of .wit came roUine down. ^ 
Keen were youv: eyes ^e knew, ;and ^ej their 

darts ; 
Fh-e to oor foul they (eitd, and paffipn to <tur 

bearti f . ' ' 

Needlefs was an addition to fuch arms. 
When all mankind were valTals to your charms r 
That hand but feen, gives wonder and defife^ 
Snow to the iight,««but with its touqbes $re ) 
Who fees thy yielding Queen, and would not be; > 
On any terms, the bell, the happy he;"' ; > 
EntrancM we fancy all is extaiy. ' j 

Quote Ovid , now no more ye; amyous fwainsy 
Delia, than Ovid has more moving drains. 
Nature in her alone exceeds all art, ^ 

And nature fure does qoareft touch the heart. ^ 
Oh! might I call.UM: l>right djfcoverer mine. 
The wbde fair fex: unenvied Td refign ; 
Give all my. happy hours to Delia's charm^, 
She who by writing thus our wiflies warms. 
What worlds of love mull circle iu her armsf 

They who had a regard for Mrs. Manley could not 
but obferve with concern, that her cpuduft was 
fach, as would foon ifTue in her ruin. No langi^age 
but flattery approached her car ; the Beaux told 
her, that a woman of her wit, was not to be con- 
finoJ to the dull for:na!i:ies of her own fex, but 
had a right to affiime the unreferved freedom of 
the male, fince all things were pardonable to a la- 
dy, who knew to j^ivc laws to others, yet was 
w.t obliged to ktc^) them herfelf. General Tid- 
comb, who fcms to have been her fmcereft friend, 
took the privilege of an oKl acquaintance to cor- 
reA her ill tafle, a jJ the wrong turn flie gave her 
judgment, in admitting adulation from fuch wretches, 

whofe 
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whofe praifc could reflet but little honour, an 
who would be ready to boaft of favours they neve 
recdved, nor indeed ever endeavoured to obtain. 

Thit falutary council was rejeded i (he told him 
that (he did not think fit to reform a condu^ 
which fhe reckoned veiy innocent ; and ftill con 
tbued to receive the whifpers of flatteren, *d] 
experience tanght her the fbllv of her behaviow 
and ihe lived to repent her indiicretion. 

Her virtue was now nodding, and fh^ was read; 
to fall into the arms of any gallant, like mellov 
fmitt without much trooMe in the gathering 
Sir Thomas Skipwith, acbarader of gaiety of tho7 
times, and, who it feems had theatrical connediont 
was recommended to her, as being very able ti 
promote her deign in writing for the flage. Thi 
Knight was in the j^oth year of his age, and ii 
Ae 6oth of his conftitution, when he was firft in 
trodttced to her, and as he had been a long pradifec 
gallant, he foon made addrefles to her, and whethe 
or no this knight, who was more dangerous to a wo 
man^s reputauon, than her virtue, was favoured b] 
her, the world was to much convinced of it, tha 
her charaAer was now abfolutely loft. Sir Thoma 
was a weak, vain, conceited coxcomb, who de 
lighted in boafting of his conquefts over women 
and what was often owing to his fortune, and fta 
tion in life, he imputed to his addrefs, and the ele 
gance of his manner, of both which he was to 
tally deftitute. He even pubHOied Mrs. Manley's di{ 
honour, and from that time our fprighdy poetefs wa 
confidered, by the fobcr part of the fex, quit« 
abandoned to all (hame. 

When her affair with this fuperannuated kni^h 
was over, fhe foon engaged in another intrigue, ftil 
more prejudicial to her charadter ; for it was wit) 
a married man, one Mr. Tilly, a gentleman of tjb< 
Law ; with whom fhe lived a confiderable time 
while he underwent at home many of thofi 

fcvcn 
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fevcre leditiresy which the jaft prorocttiaDy tnd 
jcMloafy of his wifeuaght her to read him. Mrs. 
Tilly ac laft died» and our gallant was left at his 
freedom to marry the obj& of his paffion i hot 
naluckily his finances were in fuch a fituation, that 
be was obliged to repair them by marrying a wo« 
man of fortune. This was a cmel circumftancc; 
for he feally loved, and doated npon Mrs. Mattle>% 
and had the felicity of a reciprocal paffion. She 
agreed however, in order to repair his fortune, that 
he (hottld marry a rich yoong widow, whom he 
feon won hy the ele^ce m hu addrefs, while 
oar anthoreis retired mto the country to fpend her 
days in folicnde and forrow, and bid an everlailtng 
farewel to the pleafures of lore and gallantry. Mr. 
Tilly did not many years farvive tnis feparation : 
his life was rendered miferable at home fa^ the jea- 
loniy of his youne wife, who had heard of hin 
affair with Mrs. Manleyf he loft his fenies, and 
died in a deplorable iituation. 

During her retirement, our antfaorefs, who 
had a moft confirmed averfion to the Whig mtni- 
^ry, wrote her Atalantis, which was meant as a 
repreientadon of the chara&crs of Tome of thofe, 
wno had effe^Ud the Revolution. A warrant 
was granted from the iecretary of fUte*s office, to 
ieize the Printer and Publiiher of thefe volumes. 
This circumftance reduced the writer to a very trou- 
bleibme dilemma ; ibe could not bear the thoughts 
that innocent people ihouid fuffer on her account, 
and (he judgea it cruel to remain concealed, while 
they, who were only inferior inftruments, were 
fufFering for her. She confulted, on this occafion, 
her beft friend, general Tidcomb, who, after ral- 
lying her for expofing people, who had never in 
parcicular injured her, he advifed her to go into 
France, and made her an offer of his purfe for 
that pucpofe. I'his advice (he rejedled, and came 
to a determined rcfolution, that no pcrfon (liould 

ever 
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ever fuiFer" on hfef accoant. " Tfie genera;! aflced 

' her, . how (he Ihould like to be conBned iu New- 

eate ? to which (he anfwercd, that ihe would ra- 

'•tticr lye in a prifbn^ after havhig difcharged her 

' confcience^ thah riot 'in a palace und^T its ne- 

' proaches. The eeneral upon this . replied, t\iat 

thefenhingt founded Tery heroic, but there waif a 

gre^ difference between real and imag.nary faf- 

ferings, ^ that (he had chofen to declare Kerfelf lor 

. * the Tories, a party, who never could keep their 

* own, nor ether people's fecrecs, and were ever 
' forgetfiTl of fnch as ferved them ; that the moft 
« fevefe critics upon the Tory wj-itings, were-tfhe 

* Tories thcmfclyes, who nearer confidering the dc- 

* iign, or h6ne(l intention of the author^ woqU 

* exairiine the perlbrmdafice only, and that too with 

* as much feverity, as they would an enemy's, and 

* at the' fame time value d&eddfelres upon being im- 

* partial againft their friends. Then as to grati- 
. « tudc, or gehcrofity, the Tories did not approacJi 

* to the Whig«, whoi "never fuffered any man to 

* go uinrewarded, however dull, or infignificant, 
^ provided- he declared himfelf to ber for them i 

* whereas the Tories had no general intereil, and 
< coniequently no particular, each perfoa refttfin{ 

* to contribute towards the benefit of the whole 

* and if it (honld happen, that (he (hoold periib, 

* through want, in a }ail> they would fooner con^ 
« demti her fblty, than pity herfufFerings.! 

This did not deter our pcetefs from volimtarilj 
prefenting herfelf before the Court of King's-Bench 
as the author of the Atalantis. 

When (he was examined before the fecretar] 
tthen lord Sunderland) he was afliduous to kno\i 
from whom (he had got information of fome parti 
cnlars, which they ima^'ned were above her owi 
intelligence. Her defence was with much humilit] 
and forrow, at the fame time denying chat any per 
font were concerned with her> or chat (he had i 
■'' ' farthe 
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fardier defign than writing- for her own amurement, 
and diverfion in the country, tvithout intending par- 
ticular reflexions, or chara^ers; when this wa3 not 
believed, and the coutrury urged againil her by feve* 
ral circamftances, (he faid, ' then itmuft be by infpi* 
' ration, becaufe knowing her own innocence, me 
' could account for it no other way/ The fecre- 
tary replied," * that infpiration ufed to be upon a 
' good account, and her writings were ftark naught.* 
She, with an air of penitence, * acknowledged, that 
' his lordfliip*8 obfervation mieht be true, out thK 
' there were evil angels, as well as good, fo that 
' oeverthelefs what ihe had wrote, might ftill be 
* by infpiration/ 

in confequence of this examination, our autho- 
refs was dofe (hut up in a meflenger*s houfe, 
withoDt being allowed pen, ink, and paper. How- 
ever her council fued out her Habeas Corpus at t&e 
King*s-Bench Bar, and (he was admitted to bail. 

Whether thofe in power were afhamed to bring a 
woman to her trial, for writing a few amoroua, 
trifles, or our laws were defedlive, as was generally. 
Gonjedured, becaufe (he had difguifed her iatire 
nnder romantic names, and a feigned fcene of adion, 
(he was difcharged, after feveral times expodng her 
in perfon, to crofs the court before the Bench of 
Judges, with her three attqndaiits, the Printer, and 
two Publi(hers. 

Not long after this a total change of the mi- 
niftry enfned, the ftatefmen to whom ftie had 
been obfioxious were removed, and confequently 
ill her fears upon that fcore diffipated ; her native 
gaiety, aud good humour returned, and die again 
employed herfelf in writing a tragedy for the 
ftage, and refolved never more to deal m politics, 
as being much out of the natural fphere ol a wo- 
man : (he was perfuaded it was folly in one in her 
ftarion, to difoblige any party by a pen equally 
qualified to divert alL 

Bein^ 
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Being advanced to the autumn of her charn 
the converfed with the oppofite fex, in a mann 
very delicate, feniible, and agreeable, and wh* 
(he felt that time had left his impreffion ttp< 
her brow, fhe did not court praife and flatter 
The ereateft genius's of the times converfed free 
with lier, and gave her daily proofs of efteem, ai 
friendfhip, except Sir Richard Steele, with whom 
feems fhe was at variance ; and indeed Sir R 
chard fuiliciently expofed himfelf by his mann 
of taking revenge ; for he publiihed to the wor 
that it was his ^wn fault he was not happy wi 
Mrs. Manley,' for which omiffion he publickly, ai 
gravely alked her pardon. 

Thefe are the mod material incidents in the li 
of our poetefs j a lady, who was born with hi| 
powers from nature, which were afterwards cult 
rated by enjoying the brighteft converfation ; tl 
early part of her life was unfortunate, fhe fell 
facrifice to a feducer, who laid the foundation f 
thofe errors fhe afterwards committed, and of tho 
fnfferings fhe underwent ; fhe had a high relilh f 
die pleafures of life ; fhe was extremely fufcepi 
ble oif the paffion of love, and treated it with 
peculiar vivacity. 

Her dramatic works are 

t. The Lover, or The Jealotis Hufband; tGki 
at the Theatre-Royal 1696. This play did n 
fncceed in the repreientation. 

2. The Royal Mifchief, a Tragedy ; aftcd I 
his Majefly's Servants in the Theatre in Lincola^ 
Inn-Fields 1696. This was exhibited with genei 
applaufe. 

3. Lodas, the Firft ChrifBan King of Britti 
« Tragedy ; adted at the Theati«-Royal in Drar 

La; 
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Lane by his Majeily's Servants, and dedicated to Sir 
Richard Steele. She has written feveral j^oems, and 
we ihall fele^ty as a fpecimen, an EpifUe to the 
Counteis of firiftol; which will (hew how much 
(he poileiTed the power of delicate numbers ; (he 
has alfo in print a volume of Letters, the fecond 
edition of which was publiihed in 171 3. She died 
July II, lyz^ 

To the Right Honourable the 
Countess of BRISTOL. 

LONG had my mind, unknowing how to 
foar, 
Iq humble profe been trained, nor aim'd at more : 
Near the fam*d iifters never durft afpire 
To found a verfe, or touch the tunenil lyre. 
Till Briftors charms diiFolv'd the native CQld ; * 
Bad me fnrvey her eyes, and thence be bold. 
Thee, lovely firiftol ! thee f with pride I chufc. 
The firft, and only fubjedl of my mufe ; 
That durft tranfport me like the bird of Jove, 
To face th* immortal fouroe of light above ! 

Such are thy kindred beams 

So bleffings, with a bounteous hand they give. 
So they create, and make creation live. 

When channingj Felton, of a beauteous race. 
Adorned in bloommg youth, with ev*ry grace ; 
Firft faw the lovely Suffolk Swain her prize. 
The nobleft conqueft of the brighted eyes ! 
How many wretched nymphs that union made. 
What cold defp^r the warmeft hearts invade ! 
What crouds of lovers, hopelefs and undone, 
Deplore thofe charms which brought their ruin 



on 



Rich in themfelves — all excellence they find. 
Wit ! beauty ! wifdom ! and a conftant mind I 

No 
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No vain de£r£S of change di^rb their joy f. 
Such fwcets, like blifs- divine, Can never cloy r 
Pilrd wit& that fpirit which'great fbnls inflame 
TTicir woodrous oflSpring 'ftkrt, te early faxAev * 
' In their young mines, SntmortaT ipiarkles rife ! 
And all their mother flafhes'from their eyes I 
From thence fnch fcenes of beanty diarm t] 

fight, ' 

We know not where 'o fix the fb^ng delight ! 
Hervey's foft features — next, Eliza bright ! 
Anna jail dawning, like AororaJs* light ! 
With all the fmiling train of Cupids' round. 
Fond little lov^s, ^ith flowing graie^ crQfWfr'd. 

As fome fair flowers, who all their bloom di 
clofe, 
TheSpaniih Jas'min, or the Briti(h Rofe? 
ArrivM at full perfedion, charm the fenfe, 
Whilft the young bloflbms gradual fweets difpeni 
The eldeft born, with almofl: e«[nal pride ; 
The next appears in fainter toloktfs dy'd> 
New op'ning. buds^ as lefs in debt to time. 
Wait to perform the promife of their prime f 
All blefl defcendaatsof the beauteous tree. 
What now their jlaitnt is, themfelves fliall be. 

Oh ! could I paint the younger Hervey^t 
mind,' •' ^ ' ' - L' ., 
Where wit and judgment, fire and tafte refin'd 
To match lus jface.'with equSl art'ai^ joined: 
Oh beft belov'i of JOvc ! to thee alone. 
What would enrich the whole, he gives to one ! 

• In Titian^'s colours whilfl Adonis glows. 
See fairefl Briflol taiore thasr Vdius =flKms i 

* Th*:t It BOt defigred as a parallel of the ftoiy, but the pah 
ing from a pie^e of litian*s, at m/ loid Brifiol's. 
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View well the valdM ^ece; ho^^'tdoe'each put j 
Yet nature's hand (iurpafles Titian'^ art f 
^uch, had his Venas and Adonis been. 
The ftandard beaaty had from thence been (een ! 
Whofe arbitrary taws h^d fix'd the doom 
To Hervey*s form, and Briftors ever bloom ! 

{ As once Kaseia, now Eliza Varma 
The kindred'fair bequeathed her all her charms i 
Such were her darts, fo piercing and (6 ftrong. 
Endowed by Phoebus l>oth, with tuneful fong : 
But far firom thee Eliza be her doom ; 
Snatch'd hence by death, in all her beauty's 
bloom. 
, Long may 'ft thou live, adomine Brifiors name. 
With future heroes to iM^ttit his fame. ' 

When haughty Niobc, with joy and pride. 
Saw all her mining offspring ^ace her fide ; 
She viewM their charms, exulting at each line. 
And then opposed 'em to the race divine ! 
Enrag'd Latona urg'd the filver bow : 
Immortal vengeance laid their beauties low. 
No mo^c a mother now. ^— — -pXpo much (he 

mourn'd. 
By grief inceflant into marblcf tdinVl, 

But lovely Briftol, with a pious mind. 
Owns all her bleffings are from Hecv'n aflign'd. 
Her matchlefs Lor<&*— *her beauteous numeroua 

race ! 
Her virtue, mod^ffty^ and ev'ry grace ! 
For thefe, devoutly, to the gods fhe bows, 
And offers daily praife^ and daily vows : 
Phoebus, well-pleas'd, the facrince regards i 
And thus the grateful mother's zeal rewards : 

^ A fifier of lord Braftori> who wu a lady of xnoft extraor* 
miry beauty. 

Beauty 
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« . Betntf and wic» to a]l of Briftors line f 

< But each in feme peculiar grace (hall fhin 

< Or to excel in courts, and pleafe the fair 
« Or Conqueil gain thro* all the wat'ry war 

< With harmony divine the ear to charm ! 

' Or fouls with more melodious numbers wi 

* By wond'rous memoir (hall fome excel 

* In awful fenates, and in fpeaking well ! 

* To hold Afbrxa's fcales with equal hand, 

* And call back juftice to that happy land ! 

* To teach mankind how beil the gods to pi 

* To fix their minds in truth^s onerring wzyi 

* Thus all her honours, Briftors fons 
wear, 

* Whilft each his country ^s good ihall mak 

* chieifeft care !* 
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Henry Needier. 

THIS Poet was born at Harley in Surry, in 
the year i6^o» and educated at a private 
fchool at Ryegate in the fame countv ^. He was 
removed from thence in 1705, and in 1708 ac- 
cepted a fmall place in a public office ; where he 
continued the remainder of his da^s. 

About this time contrafling a friendfhip with a 
gentleman of a like tafte, who firniOied him with 
woper books, he applied himfelf at his intervals of 
feilure, to reactine the claflics, and to the ftudy of 

Ik)gic , metaphyScs, and the mathematics, with 
which laft he was peculiarly delighted. And in 
a few years by the force of his own happy ge- 
mut, and unwearied diligence, without the amft- 
ance of any mafter, he acquired a eonfiderable 
knowledge of the moft difficult branches of chofe 
afeful and entertidntng ftudiet. 

By foclofe an application, he conCraAed t violent 
ptin in his head, which notwithftanding the bell 
advice, daily encreafed. This, and other unfortu- 
nate circumftances concurring, fo deeply affedted 
him, who had befide^ in his conftitution a ftrong 
tin^re of melancholy, that he was at lad broueht 
onder almoft a total extindion of reafon. In this 
condition he fell into a fever 1 and as there were be- 
fore fcarce any hopes of him, it may be faid to 
have happily put an end to the deplorable bondage 

• See hii Life prefiicd to hit works, b/WilliimDuJicombEfqi 

of 
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of fo bright t mind, on the 21ft of Decemba 
1718, in die 29th year of his age. He was bime< 
' in the chfirch of Friendlboryy near Rochcfter. 

Mr. Needier^! life was influenced by the ptiii 
ciples of fincere, unaffe^d piety, and virtue. 

On all occaltons (fays Mr. Dtincomb) * he was 1 
' ftrenuous advocate for univerfal toleration anc 

* forbearance in matters of religion 1 rightly fop 

* poiing that no fervice can be acceptable ta t£i 

< fupreme Being, unlefs it proceeds from the heart; 

* and that force ferves only to make hypoGrita^ 

* but adds no new lights to the underfiandmg. Hb 

* was modeft to a fault, entertaining the moft hiitt- 

* ble opinion of his own performances ; and was 
*' always ready to do juftice to thofe of ethos. 

< His affe^oa for his friends indeed ibmetiaitt 

< biailed his judgment, and led him to the cofli- 

* mending their writings .beyond their merit.* 

In die volume of Mr. Needler's works, aiv 
printed fome fiEuniliar Letters, upon moral, aw 
jiatural ;fiibje6ts. > They are written with elegaac 
and tafle i the [heart of a. good man .wMy- i 
traced in them all^ and : equally abound ^ 
pious .nbdons,- as good fenfe» -and folid reaibniB 
——He feems to have been very much matter, 
fmooth verification, his fubje£U are happily chedf 
and there is a philofojphical air runs through 
his writings ; as an mdance of this, we d 
prefent our readers with a copy of his verfes. add 
fckl to Sir Richard- Blackmore, on his Boeoi 
titled The Creation, 
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DrefsM in the charms of wit and fancv, long 
The mufe has pleas'd us with her fyren (ong ; 
But weak of rcafon, and deprav'd of mind* 
Too oft on vile, ignoble themes we find 
The wanton mufe ner facrcd art debafc, 
Forgetful of her birth, and heavenly race ; 
Too oft her flattVing fones to fin inticc. 
And in falfe colours deck dehifivc vice ; 
Too oft (he condefcends, in fervilc lays. 
The undefcrving lich and great to praifc. 
Thefe beaten paths^ thy loftier ftrains refufe 
Withjuftdifdain, and nobler fubjefls chufe : 
Fir'd with fublimor thoughts, thy daring foul 
Wings her afpiring flight from Pole to Pole, 
Obferves the foot-lleps of a powV divine. 
Which in each part of nature's fyftcm (hine; 
Surveys the wonders of this beauteous frame. 
And (ings the (acred fource, whence all things came. 

But Oh ! what numbers (hall I find to tell. 
The mighty tranfports which my bofom fwcll, 
Whilft, guided by thy tuneful voice, I ftrav 
Thro' radiant worlds, and fields of native clay. 
Wafted from orb, to orb, unwearied fly 
Thro' the blue regions of the yielding flcy j 
See how the fpheres in (lated courfcs roll. 
And view the ju(t compofure of the whole I 

Sdch were the drains, by antient Orpheus fung^ 
To fuch, Mufxus' hcav'nly lyre was (Irung j 
Exalted truths, in learned verfe they told, 
And nature's deeped fccrcts did unfold. 
How at th' eternal mind's omnific call. 
Yon darry arch, and this terrcdrial ball, 
The briny wave, the blazing fource of light. 
And the wane emprefs of the filcnt night. 
Each in it's order rofe and took its place. 
And filled with recent forms the vacant fpace ; 

Vol. IV. N^. i6. C How 



26 The Life of 

How rolling planets trace their deftln'd way, 
Kor in the waftes of pathlefs -Oilier ftray ^ 
How the pale moon, with iilver beams adorns 
Her chearful orb, and gilds her (harpened horns ; . 
How the vaft ocean's fwelling tides obey 
Her diftant reign, and own her watr'y fway ; 
Plow erring floods, their circling courfe maintain. 
Supplied by conftant fuccours from the main ; 
Whilft to the Tea, the refluent dreams reftore. 
The liquid treaiures which fhe lent before ; 
What dreadful veil obfcures the folar light, 
And Phsebe's darkened face conceals from morta) 

fight. 
Thy learned mufe, I with like pleafure hear 
The wonders of the lefTcr world declare. 
Point out the various marks of Ikill divine, 
Which thro' its cqmplicated flrudUire fhine. 
In tuneful verfe, the vital current trace. 
Thro' all the windings of its mazy race. 
And tell how the rich purple tide beftows. 
Vigour, and kindly warmth where e'er it flows 4 
By what contrivance of mechanic art 
I'he mufcles, motions to the limbs impart ; 
How at th' imperial mind's impulfive nod, 
Th' obedient fpirits thro' the nervous road 
Fir.d thro' their fib'rous cells the ready way, 
And the high dilates of the will obey ; 
From how exafk and delicafe a frame, 
The channell'd bones their nimble adlion claim ; 
With how much depth, and fubtility of thought 
The curioQs organ of the eye is wrought ; 
How from the train their root the nerves derive, 
And fenfe to ev>y diflant member give. 

Th' extenfive knowledge you of men enjoy, 
Yott to a double ufe of roan employ ; 
Nor to the body, is your (kill confin'd. 
Of error's worie difcafe you heal the mindt 

I N 
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No longer fliall the hardy athcift prtife 
Lucretitti' piercing wit, and philofophic lays s 
But by your lines convinced, and charmed at once» 
Hu impiotti tenets (liall at length renounce, 
At length to truth and eloquence (hall yield, 
Confefs himfelf fubdu'd, and wifely quit the field. 
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WILLIAM Duncomb, efq; has obliged 
the world with an entire edition of this 
author's poetical and profe works, to which he has 
prefixed lome account of his life, written with can- 
dour and fpirit. Upon his authority we chiefly 
build the following narration} in which we (hall 
endeavour to do as much juilice as po(rible to the 
memory of this excellent poet. 

Our author was the fon of a worthy citi7«en of 
London, and born at Marlboroush in me county of 
Wilts, on the agth of January 1 677 ; but received 
the ni<timents of his learning at private fchools in 
London. 

In the earlicft years of his youths he applied him- 
felf with ardour to the purfuit of the lifter arts, 
poetry, drawing and muuc, in each of which by 
turns, he made a con(iderable progrefs ; but for the 
molt part purfued thefe and other polite ftudies, 
only as agreeable amufements, under frequent con- 
C a finement 
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£nement from indifpoiition, and a valetudinary 
fiate of health. He had fome time an employment 
in the office of ordinance ; and was fecretary to 
two or three commiflioners ander the great-feal, 
for purchafing lands for the better fecaring the 
docks and harbours at Portimouth, Chatham, and 
Harwich. 

In the year 1 7 1 7 the lord chancellor Cowper, (to 
whom Mr. Hughes was then but lately known) was 
pleafed, without any previous follicitation, to make 
hira his fecretary for the commiilions of the peace, 
and to diilinguifh him with lingular marks , of his 
favour and affedion : And upon his lordfhip*s laying 
down the ereat-feal, he was at his particular re- 
commendation, and with the ready concurrence of 
his fuccefTor, continued in the fame employment 
under the carl of Macclesfield. 

He held this place to the time of his deceafe, 
which happened on the 17th of February 1719, 
the very night in which his tragedy, entitled the 
Sic ge of Damafcus, was firft aded at the Theatre- 
Royal in Drury-Lane. 

He was cut off by a confumption, after ai 
painful lite, at the age of 42, when he had juft 
arrived at an agreeable competence, and advancing 
in fame and fortune. So juil is the beautiful re- 
flexion of Mikon in his Lycidas ; 

Fame is the fpnr, that the clear fpirit doth raife, 
(That lafl infirmity of noble mind) 

To fcorn delights, and live laborious days ; 
But the fair guerdon, when we hope to find. 

And think to burfl out into fudden blaze. 
Comes the blind fury with th' abhorred flieirs. 
And flits the thin-fpun life. 

He was privately buried in the vault under the 
chancel of St. Andrew*s Church in Holborn. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hdghcfy ai a teftimony of gradtode to hit 
noble frieadt and generouf pacroii» earl Cowper, 
gave his lordfliip a few weeks before he died, his 
piftare drawn by Sir Godfrey Kneller, which he 
htmfelf had received from that mafterlv pitnt?r. 
The value lordCowper fet upon it will be bed 
fliewn, by the letter he wrote upon tbit occafion 
to Mr. Hughes. As fuch^a teftimony from fo 
cnunent a perfon, was confidered by himfelf as 
one of the htghell honourt he was capable of re- 
ceivings we ihall therefore iafert it 

24th Jan. 1710-20. 
•SIR, 
' 1 thank you for the moft acceptable prefent 
' of yoor picture, and aflure yon that none of this 
' a;;e can fet a higher value on it than I do, and 
* (hall while I live, tho' I am fenfiblc poUerity will 
' oac-do me in that particular.* 

I am with the greateftefteem, 
and fincerity 
Your mod alFedbnate, and 
obliged humble fervant 

COWPER. 

Mr. Hughes was happv in the acquaintance and 
friendOiip of feveral of^ the greateft men, and moft 
diftingwiihed gcniui*8 of the age in which he lived ; 
particularly of the nobleman juft now mentioned,, 
the prefent lord biihop of Winchcftcr^ lord chief 
baron Gilbert, Sir Godfrey Kncllcr, Mr. Congrcve,. 
Mr. Addifon, Sir Richard Steele, Mr. Southern,. 
Mr. Rowc, Sec. and might have juflly boatted in 
the words of Horace 



me 



Cum magnid vixifTc, invita fatebitu; uique 
I n vidia. ■ ■ ■■ 

C i, Having. 
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Having given this (hort account of his life, which 
perhaps is all that is preferved any where concerning 
him ; we (hall now coniider him, ftrft, as a poet, 
and then as a profe writer. 

The Triumph of Peace was the carlieft poem he 
wrote of any lengthy that appeared in public. It was 
written on occafion of the peace of Ryfwick, and 
printed in the year 16J7. A learned gentleman at 
Cambridge, in a letter to a friend of Mr. Hughes's, 
dated the 28th of February 1697-8, gives the fol- 
lowing account of the favourable reception this 
poem met with there, upon its firfl publication. 
' I think I never heard a poem read with fo much 
' admiration, as the Triumph of Peace was by our 

* beft critics here i nor a greater character given to 

* a young poet, at his firft appearing ; no, not even 
' to Mr. Congreve himfelf. So nobly elevated arc 
' his thoughts, his numbers fo harmonious, and his 
' turns fo fine and delicate, that we cry out with 

* Tully, on a like occafion, 

• NoftraE fpcs altera Romae !' 

The Court of Neptune, was written on king 
Williain*s retora from Holland, two years after the 
peace, in 1699. This Poem was admired for the 
\^rfif:catiof), however, the mulical flow of die 
numbers is its leaft praife ; it rather deferves to 
be valued for the propriety, and boldnefs of the 
£3;ures and metaphon, and the machinery. 

The following lines have been juftly quoted as an 
inilance of the author's happy choice of metaphors. 

As when the golden god, who rules the day, 
Iv rives down his llaming chariot to the fca, 
An<^ leaves the nations here, involved in night. 
To ditlar.i regions he tranfpoits his light ; 
So William's rays by turns, t>\o nations checr» 
And when he fets to them, he rifcs here. 

A 
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A friend of Mr. Hoghes's foon after the publica- 
tion of this poem, complimented him upon the 
choice of his fubje^, and for the moral fentiments 
tiontained in it. ' I am fure (fays he^ virtue is 

* moft for the intercfl of mankind ; and thofe poets 

* have ever obtained the mod honour in the world, 

* who have made that the end and defign of their 

* works, A wanton Sappho, or Anacreon^ among 

* the ancients, never had the fame applaufe, as a 

* Pindar, or Alexis ; nor in the judgment of 

* Horace did they deferve it. In the opinion of all 

* poileiity, a lewd and debauched Ovid, did Juilly 
' fiibmit to the worth of a Virgil ; and, in future 

* ages, a Dry den will never be compared to Milton. 
' In all times, and in all places of the world, the 

* mqrai poets have been ever the greateil j and as 

* much iuperior to others in wit, as in virtue. Nor 
' does this feem dithcult to be accounted for, fmce 
' the digni^ of tlieir fubiedis naturally raifed their 
' ideas, and gave a grandeur to their fentiments.* 

The Houfe of Naflau, a Pindaric Ode (printed 
in 170a) was occafioned by the death ot king 
William. * In Pindaric and Lyric Poetry (fays 

* Mr. Duncomb) oar author's genius ihines in its 

* fuU luftre. Tho' he enjoyed M that fire of ima- 
' gination, and divine euthuiiarm, for which fome 

* of the ancient poets are fo defervedly admired, 

* yet did his fancy never run-away with hit reafon, 

* but was always guided by fuperior judgment s and 

* the mufic of his verfe is cxquifite.* 

The Tranflation of the third Ode of the third 
Book of Horace, and the Paraphrafe of the twenty- 
fecond Ode, of the firft book, were both written 
when he was very young ; and the latter of thvMu 
was his firft poetical Eflay, which appeared in 

Srint. Mr. Hughes, in a private letter fcnt to one of 
is friends, gives it as his opinion, that the Odes of 
C 4 Horacci 
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i:Gr..ce, are fitter to be paraphrafed, than ^ranf- 
lared. 

The Tenth Bcok of Lucan, was tranflated by 
Mr. Hughes, long before Mr. Rowe undertook that 
author. The occafion of it was this : Mr. Tonfon 
the book feller, follicited a tranflation of Lncan, 
by feveral hands. Mr. Hughes performed his part, 
but others failing in their promifes, the defign was 
dropp'd; and Mr. Rowe was afterwards prevailed 
upon to undertake the whole, which he ' performed 
with great fuccefs. 

In the year 1709 Mr. Hughes obliged the pub- 
lick, with an elegant tranflation of Moliere's cele- 
brated Comedy, the Mifantrope. This hat 
been £nce reprinted, with the other plays of that 
admirable author, tranflated by Mr. Ozell ; but 
care is taken to diftinguifti this particular play. 

In the year 1712 his Opera of Calypfo and 
Telemachus, was performed at the Queen's Theatre 
in the Hay- Market. Perhaps it may be worth 
while to mention here, one circumflance concerning 
this Opera, as it relates to the Hiilory of Mofic 
in England^ and difcovers the great partiality 
(hewn at that time to Opera*s performed in Italian. 
After many fuch had been encouraged by larze 
fubfcriptions, this, originally written, and fet in 
Engliih, after the Italian manner, was prepared 
with the ufual expence of fcenes and decorations 1 
and being much crowded and applauded at the 
rehearfals, a fubfcription was obtained for it ss 
nfoaL 

This alarmed the whole Italian band, who, ap- 
prehending that their profefiion would fuffer 
thereby, procured an order from the duke df 
Shrewftiury, then lord chamberlain, the day be- 
fore the performing of this Opera, to take 
oflF the fubfcription for it, and 10 open the 
houfc at the loweft prices, or not at all. This was 
defigned to fink it, but 1 ailed of its end. It was per- 
formed. 
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fbimed, thoujrh under Aich great difcourtgement ; and 
was revived afterwards at the theatre in Lincoln's* 
Inn-Fields. Mr. Addifon, in the SpeAator, Nnmb. 
405* fpeaking of the jud applaufe given this opera, 
by Signior Nicolini (who he fays was the gretiteft 
performer in dramatic mufic, that perhaps ever ajj- 
pearcd upon a ftage) has thefe words» 

* The town is highly obliged to thatexcellcnt ar^ 

* ttft, for having (hewn us the Italian mufic in itsper- 

* feflion, as w ell as for that generous approbation he 
' cave to an Opera of our own country, in which Mr. 

* Galliard the compofcr endeavoured to do juftice 

* to the beauty of the words, by following that 

* noble examjple which has be«n fct him by the 

* greateft foreign mailers of that art.' 

The Ode to the Creator of the World, occafloned 
by the fragments of Orpheus, was printed in the 
year 1713, at the particular inftanceot Mr. Addifon^ 
and is mentioned with applaufe in the Spectator. 
This, and the Extafy, (publiflied fince the death of 
the author) are juftly elteemed two of the noblel^ 
Odes in our laneuage. The feventh Stanza of the 
laft mentioned piece, is fo fublimely excellent, that 
it would be denying ourfelves, and our poetical 
readers, a pleafure not to tranfcribe it.' The whole 
of this Ode is beautifully heightened, and poetically 
conceived. It fumifhed a nint to a livinff Poet 
to write what he f ntitles the Excuriion, which tho* 
it has very ereat merit, yet falls infinitely fhort of 
this animated Ode of Mr. Hughes. 

After having renrcfentcd the natural and artificial 
calamities to which man is doomed, he proceedsj, 
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But why do I delay my flight ? 
Or on Inch gloomy objefls gaze ? 
I go to realms ferene, with ever-iiving light. 
Hafle, clouds and whirlwinds, hade a raptured bard 
to raife ; 
Mount me Aiblime along the (hining way. 
Where planets, in pure ftreams of ^thcr driven. 
Swim thro' the blue expanfe of heav'n. 
And lo I th' obfequious clouds and winds obey ! 
And lo ! ac^ain the nations downward fly ; 
And wide-firetch'd kingdoms perifh from my eye, 
Hcav'n ? what bright viflons now arifc ! 
What opening worlds my ravifli'd fenfc fur- 
prize ! 
I pafs Cerulian gulphs, and now behold 
New folid globes ; their weight felf-ballancM, 
bear 
Unprop'd amidfl the fluid air, 
And all, around the central Sun, incircling eddies 
roird. 
Unequal in their cpurfe, fee tliey advance 

And form the planetary dance ! 
Here the p^le Moon, whom the fame laws 
ordain 
T* obey the earth, and rule the main ; 
Here fpots no more in fhadowy flreaks appear ; 
But lakes inflcad, and groves of trees. 
The wandVing mufe, tranfported fees. 
And their tall heads difcoverM mountains rear. 
And now once more, I downward call my fight. 
When lo ! the earth, a larger moon difplays. 
Far oflF, amidft the heav'ns, her filver face. 
And to her filler moons by turns gives light ! 
Her feas are ihadowy fpots, her land a milky 
white. 
The author of an Efiay on Cridcifm, printed in 
the year 1728, informs us, that the Tragedy of 
Cato being brought upon the fiage in 171 3 was 
•wing t0 Mr. Hnglict. The circnmftances recorded 

by 
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by this author arc fo remarkable, that ihcy dcfetve 
to be related ; and as they ferve to fliew the high 
opinion Mr. Addifon entertained of our author's 
abilities as a Pott, I (hall therefore tranfcrtbe 
his own words. — ^ 

• It has been often faid by good judges, that 

* Cato was no proper fubjefi for a dramatic poem : 

* That the charaftcr of a ftoic philofopher, is in- 

* confident with the hurry and tumult of ailion, 

* and paffions which arc the foul of tragedy. That 
' the ingenious author mifcarried in the plan of his 
' work, but fupported it by the dignity, the purity, 
' the beauty, and judnefs of the ientiments. This 

* was fo much the opinion of Mr. Maynwaring» 

* who was generally allowed to be the belt critic of 
' our time ; that he was againd bringing the play 
' upon the flage, and it lav by unnnimed many 

* years. That it was play a at lail was owine to 

* Mr. Hughes. He had read the four adls which 
' were finiihed, and really thought it would be of 

* fervice to the public, to have it rcprcfentcd at 

* the latter end of queen Anne's reign, when the 

* fpirit of liberty was likely to be lolL Kc en- 
' * deavoured to bring Mr. Addifon in*o his opinion, 

* which he did, and confented it (hould be aded if 

* Mr. Hughes would write the laft ad ; and he 

* offered him the fcenery for his afliflance, cxcu- 

* fing his not finiihing it himfelf, upon account of 

* fome other avocations. He prcfs'd Mr. Hughes to 

* do it fo earnellly, that he was prevailed upon, 

* and fet about it. But, a week after, feeing Mr. 
« Addifon again, with an intention to communi- 
' cate to him what he thought of it, he W4s 

* agreeably furprized at his producing fome papers, 

* where near half of the adl was written by the 
' author himfelf, who took fire at the hint, that it 

* would be ferviceable ; and, upon a fecond re* 

* flexion, went through with the fifth aft, not that 

C 6 -ho 
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' he was diffident of Mr. Hughes's abilities ; but 
' knowing that no man could have fo perfe£l a 

* notion of liis defign as himfelf, who had been 

* fo long, and fo carefully thinking of it. 1 was 

* told this by Mr. Hughes, and I tell it to fbew, 

* that it was not for the love-fcenes, that Mr. 

* Addifoh confented to have his Tragedy aded, 

* but to fupport public fpirit; which in the opi- 

* nion of the author was then declining.' 

In the year 1720 the Sie^ of Damafcus was 
afted at the Theatre-Royal m Drury-Lane, with 
univerial applaufe. His prefent majefly honoured 
it with his prefence, and the late queen diilinguiih- 
cd it with marks of favour. 

Mr. Hughes drew up the dedication of this 
Tragedy to the late Earl Cowper, about ten days 
before he died. It is indeed furprifing, that he 
ihould be able to form a piece fo finely turned, 
and at fuch an hour ; when death was jufl before 
him, and he was too weak to tranfctibe it himfelf. 

Mr Pope, in a letter to Mr. Hughes's brother, 
written foon after his death, in anfwer to one re- 
ceived fi'om him, with the printed copy of the 
play, has the following pathetic pailage. 

* I read over again your brother's play, with 

* more concern and forrow, than I ever felt in the 

* reading anyTraged) . The real lofs of a good man 
' may be called a diflrefs to the world, and ought 

* to affed Ls more, than any feigned d-ilrcfs, how 

* well drawn foever. I am glad of an occafion of 

* giving you under my hand this teftimony, both 

* how excellent I think this work to be, and how 

* excellent I thought the author.' 

It is generally allowed that the characters in this 
play are finely varied and diftinguifhed ; that the 
fentiments are jufl, and well adapted to the cha- 
raders ; that it abounds with beautiful defcrip- 

tibns. 
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dons, ttt kllufions to the manners, and opinions 
of the times where the fcene is laid, and with 
noble morals ; that the didion is pure, unafFefted, and 
fablime ; and that the plot is conducted in a Am- 
ple and clear manner. 

Some critics have objected, that there is not a 
fiifficient ground and foundation, for the diflrefs in 
the fourth and fifth a6ts. That Phocyas only affifts 
the enemy to take Damafcus a few days fooner, 
than it muft unavoidably have fallen into the 
hands of the Saracens by a capitulation, which was 
far from difhonourable. Jf Phocyas is guilty, his 
guilt mud confifl in this only, that he performed 
the fame adlion from a fenfe of his own wrong, 
and to preferve the idol of his foul from violation, 
and death, which he might have performed lauda« 
bly, upon better principles. But this (fay they) 
feems not fufficient ground for thofe (Irong and 
Hinffing reproaches he cafli upon himfelf, nor for 
Eudocia's reieAing him with fo much feverity. Jt 
would have btfen a better ground of diftrefs, con* 
fidering the frailty of human nature, and the vio- 
lent temptations he lay under ; if he had been at 
lafl prevailed upon to profcfs himfelf a Mahome- 
tan : For then his remorfe, and felf-condemnation, 
would have been natural, his puniihment juft, and 
the charader of Eudocia placed in a more amiable 
light. In anfwer to thefe objedtions, and in order to 
do jufUce to the judgment of Mr. Hughes, we moil 
obierve, that he formed his play according to the 
plan here recommended : but, over-perfuaded by 
feme friends, he altered it as it now Hands. 

When our author was but in the nineteenth year 
of his age, he wrote a Tragedy, entitled, Amalafont 
Queen of the Goths, which difplays a fertile genius, 
and a mafterly , invention. Befides thefe poetical 
prodn^ions Mr. Hughes ii author of feveral worka 
in pFo(c„ partkttUuly, 

The 
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The Advices horn Parnaflusy and the Poe 
Touchftone of Trajano Boccalinr, tranflated 
feveral hands, were printed in folio 1706; ' 
Cranflation was revifed and corredled, and the 
face to it was written by Mr. Hughes. 

FontenelIe*8 Dialogues of the Dead, tranft 
by our author ; with two orieinal Dialogues, f 
liflied in the year 1708. The greateft part of 
had lain by him for fix years. 

Fontenelle^s Difcouife concerning the anti< 
and modems, are printed with his conrerfat 
with a Ladv, on the Plurality of Worlds, tranfl 
by Glanville- 

Thc Uiftory of the Revolutions in Portv 
written in French^ by Monfieur L' Abbe de Ve 
was tranflated by Mr. Hughes. 

'The Tranflation of the Letters of Abelard 
Heloife, was done by Mr. Hughes ; upon w 
Mr. Pope has built his beautiful EpifUe of Heloxi 
Abelard. 

As Mr. Hughes was an occafional contribnto 
the Tader, Spectator, and Guardian, the re 
perhaps may be curious to know more particul 
what (hare he had in thofe papers, which ar 
juftly admired in all places in the world, w! 
tafte and geniu^ have vifited. As it is- the ht| 
honour to have had any concern in works like t1 
fo it would be moft injurious to the memor 
this excellent genius, not to particularize his £ 
in them. 

In the Tatler he writ, 

VoL II. Numb. 64. A Letter figned Jofiah Coui 
.Numb. 73. A Letter againft Camel 
figned William I'rufty. 

Mr. Tickell alludes to this Letter,- in a Cop 
Vcrfetaddrcfled to die Speaator,Vol. VIL N'>. 

I 
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om' Felon GameflerSy the raw Tquire is free, 
id firiton owes her refcncd oaks to thee. 

Nttmb. 113. The iBTentor/ of a B^ao. 

In the Spe^ator. 

I. Namb. 53. A Letter on die Ait of impror- 

ing beaimr. 
Nnmb. 53. A Second Letter on die iame 

fobjea. 
Nttinb. 66. Two Letters concerning £ne 

breeding. 

II. Namb. 91. The Hiftory of Honoria, or 

the Rival Mother. 
Numb. X04. A Leuer on Riding-Habits for 

Ladies. 
Numb. 141. Remarks on a Comedy, intitlcd 

the Lancafliire- Witches. 

III. Namb. 210. On the immortality of die 

Soul. 

Nnmb. 220. A Letter concerning expe- 
dients for Wit. 

Numb. 230. All, except the laft Letter. 

Nomb. 231. A Letter on the awe of ap- 
pearing before public afiemblies* 

Namb. 237. On Divine Providence. 

IV. Numb. 252. A Letter on the Eloquence of 

Tears, and fainting fits. 
Namb. 302. The Charader of Emilia. 
Numb. 3 1 1 . A Letter from the Father of 

a great Fortune. 

y, Namb. 57. A Pifture of Viitae in Diftreft. 

Vol. 
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Vol. VII. Numb. 525. On Conjugal Love. 

Numb. 537. On the Dignity of Hum 

Nature. 
Numb. 541 . Rules for Pronunciation an 
Adion, chiefly colleded from Cicen 

Vol. VII. Numb. 554. On the Improvema 
of the Genius, illuftrated in the chara£lers of Loi 
Bacon, Mr. Boyle, Sir Ifaac Newton^ and Lo 

nardo da Vinci. We have not been able, t 

learn, what papers in the Guardian were writtc 
by him, befides Number 37, Vol. I. which coi 
tains Remarks on the Tragedy of Othello. 

In the year 171 5 Mr. Hughes pnblilhed a ra 
accurate edition of the works of our famous poi 
Idmund Spenfer, infixvolumes, i2mo. to this e^ 
tion arc prefixed the Life of Spenfer ; an-Eflay 
Allegorical poetry ; Remarks on the Fairy Queen 
on the Shepherd's Calendar, and other writings 
Spenfer ; and a Glo0ary explaining the Old an 
9bfoletc Words. 

In 17x8 he publiihed a piece called Charon, 
The Ferry-Boat, a Vifion. This, and Mr. Wallh' 
^fculapius, or Hofpital of Fools, are perhaps tw 
of the nnefl dialogues we have in Englifh, as wd 
as the moil lively imitations of Lucian. 

Sir Richard Steele, in a paper called The Tbca 
tre, N^. 15. has paid a tribute to the memory c 
Mr. Hughes, with which as it illufirates his ami 
able charader, we (hall conclude his life. 

« I laft night (fays he) faw the Siege of Damai 
' cus, and had die mortification to hear this eva 
' ing that Mr. Hughes, the author of it, depart* 
« this life within fome few hours after his play WJ 
* M&edt with univcrimlapplaafe. This mrUnchol 

< d 
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circumflance recalled into my thought a fpcech 
in the trag;edyy which very much affedied the 
whole audience y and was attended to with the 
grtateft, and moft folcmn inftance of approbati- 
on* and awful filenqe/ The incidents of the play 
longe a heroic charader into the lad extremity i 



nd ne is admoniftied bv a tyrant commander to 
XDcft no mercy, unlets he changes the Chriilian 
efi|;ton for the Mahometan. The words with 
I'hicb the Turkifh general makes his exit from 
di prifoner are, 

Farewel, and think of death. 

Jnon which the captive breaks into the following 
buloqay, 

Farewel I and think of death !.-was it not Co ? 
Do marthercrs then, preach morality ? 
Bat how to think of wiiat the living know not» 
And the dead cannot, or elfe may not tell f 
What art thoii ? O thou great myfterious terror t 
The way to thee, we know ; direafes, famine. 
Sword, fire, and all thy ever open gates. 
That day and night (land ready to receive ui. 
Bat what, beyond them ? who will draw that 

veil ? 
Yet death*8 not tbere.-'-*^o, 'tis a point of 

time; 
The verge *twixt mprtal» and immortal Being. 
. It mocks our thought— On this fide all is life ; 
And when wcVc rcachM it, in that very inllant, 

Tis part the thinking of O if it be 

The pangs, the throes, the agonizing ftruggle, 
When foul and body part, furc I have felt u I 
And there's no more to fear. 

' The gentleman (continues Sir Richard) to whofe 
nemory f devote this paper, may be the emulation 

of 
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of more perfons of different talents, than 
I have ever known. His head, hand, < 
was always employed in fomething worth 
tion ; his pencil, his bow (ftring) or his p« 
of which he ufed in a mafterly manner, 
ways directed to raife, and entertain his ow 
4Dr that of others, to a more chearful pro 
of what is noble and virtuous. Peace be ' 
remains, thou amiable fpirit ! but I talk in 
guage of our we^nefs, that is flown to i 
ons of immortality, and relieved from th 
engine and painful infbrument of angu 
forrow, in which for many tedious years he 
with a lively hopie for his prefent conditioi 
ihall coniign the trunk, in which he was 
imprifoned, to common earth, with all th: 
to the merit of its inhabitant *, 

• There afe itTe.*al copies of verfes written to tt 
ef Mr. Hughes, prefixed to Mr. Diucomb*s edit 
poems, of which one ly • lady who hat withheld 
deicnres particular diftitftioiu 
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Matthew Prior, Efq; 

rH I S celebrated poet was the Ton of Mr. 
Oeorge Prior, citizen of London, who was 

profefiion a Joiner. Our author was bom in 
i^. His father dying when he was very young, 
: him to the care of an uncle, a Vintner near 
aring-Crofs, who difcharged the trull that 
a repofed in him, with a tendemefs truly pa- 
ui, as Mr. Prior always acknowledged with 
! hiffheft profefliona of gratitude. He received 
t of his education at Weflminfter fchool, where 

diftingui(hed himfelf to great advantage, but 
s afterwards taken home hy his uncle in order 
be bred up to his trade. Notwithftandine this 
ian employment, to which Mr. Prior feemed now 
omed, yet at his Icifure hours he profecuted hit 
dy of the claffics, and efpecially his favourite 
»race, by which means he was foon taken notice 

by the polite company, who reforted to his 
:le*s houfe. It happened one day, that the eart 
Dorfet being at his Tavern, which he often fre- 
mted with leveral gentlemen of rank, the dif- 
trfe turned upon the Odes of Horace ; and 

company being divided in their fcntiments a- 
ic a pafTage in that poet, one of the gentlemen 
U I find we are not like to agree in our criti- 
ns, but, if I am not miilaken, there h a young 

fellow 
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fellow in the houfe, who is able to fet as al 
right : upon which he named Prior, who wai 
immediately ient for, and deiired to give his opi- 
nion of Horace's meaning in the Ode under con- 
fideration ; this he did with great modefty, and 
(b much to the fatisfadion of the compaii}% thai 
the earl of Dorfct, from that moment, determined 
to remove h'm from the ftation in which he waiy 
to one more fuited to his genius ; and according- 
ly procured him to be font to St. John's Collm 
in Cambridge, where he took his degree in i680b 
and afterwards became fellow of the College. 

During his refidence in the univerfityy lie oott- 
tradted an intimate friendfhip with Charles Monta^ 
gue, efq; afterwards earl of Hallifax, in coojowJ 
tion with whom he wrote a very humorous piett^ 
entitled The Hind and Panther tranfverfcd to tiM 
ftory of the Country Moufe, and the City Moafi^ 
printed 1687 in 4to. in anfwer to Mr. Drydei^ 
Hind and the Panther, publiihed the year berarair 

Upon the revolution Mr. Prior was braojM 
to court bv his mat patron the earl of I>«ne| 
bv whofe mtereft ne was introduced to public «av 
ployment, and in the year 1690 was made fe 
cretary to the earl of Berkley, plenipot *ntiaf7 * 
King William and Queen Mary at the Coogiil 
It the Hague. 

In this ftation he acquitted himfelf fo well, thai 
he was afterwards appointed fecretary to the earl 
of Pembroke, and Jerfey, and Sir Jote^h WiUiam 
fon, ambaifadors, and plenipotentiaries, at th 
treaty of Ryfwick 1697, as he was like wife in 169I 
to the earl of Portland, ambaiTador to the cour( o 
France. While he was in that kingdom, one 
die officers of the French King's houfliold, ihew 
ins hipi the royal apartmenU, and curiofitiea a 

* ' ^ VcrfaiUci 
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ft, efpecially the paintings of Le firun» 
the vidlories of Lewis XiV. are defcrib* 
i him» whether King William's adUons are 
en in his palace ? ' No Sir» replied Mr. 
the monuments of my mailef i actions are 
feen every where, but in his own houfe/ 

le year 1697 Mr. Prior was made fecre* 

(Ute for Ireland, and in 1 700 was crc- 

kfter of arts by Mandamus, and appointed 

the lords commifHoners of trade and plan- 

upon the refignation of Mr. Locke* He 

Member of Parliament for Eaft-Grinftead in 

In 1 7 10 he was fuppofed to have had a 

writing the Examiner, and particularly a 

n in it upon a Poem of Dr. Garth to the 

Godolphin, taken notice of in the life of 

It this time, when Godolphin was defeat- 
Oxford, and the Tories who had long 
sdipfed by the luflre of Marlborough, 
igam to hold up their heads, Mr. Prior 
)r. Garth efpoufed oppofite intefefts ; 
lOr wrote for, and Garth againft the court. 
r. was fo far honed, that he did not defert 
on in diftrefs; and notwithllanding the dond 
lien hung open the party, he addrcfled verfes 
which, however they may fail in the poetry, 
Olig the marks of gratitude, and honour. 

e Mr. Puior was thus very early initi- 

public bufinefs, and continued in the hur- 

.ttairs for many years, it mult appear not a 

rprizing, that he ihould find futiicient op- 

cies to cultivate his poetical talenCii, to the 

g heighth he raifcd them. In his preface 

poems, he fays, that poetry was only the 

of his Icifure hours ; that he had commonly 

enough upon his hands, and, as he mo- 

dcilly 
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detdy adds, was only a poet by accident ; bnt 
inuft take the liberty of differing from him in < 
lail particular, for Mr. Prior feems to have receii 
from the mufes, at his nativity, all the graces tl 
could well beflow on their greateft favourite. 

We mufl not omit one inllance in Mr. Fkic 
conduct, which will appear very rematkable : 
vas chofen a member of that Parliament vvU 
impeached the Partition Treaty, to which he U 
felt had been fecretary ; and though his flim 
that tranfa^ion was confequently very confida 
ble, yet he joined in the impeachment «poB 1 
honeft principle of conviction, that excepeiood 
mcafufes attended it. 

The lord Bolingbroke, who, notwithilanding A 
ny exceptions made both to his conduct, andM 
ments in other inflances, yet muft be allowed tvl 
an accomplifhed judge of £ne talents, entertaia 
the highcd efleem for Mr. Prior» on account of 1 
ihining abilities. This noble lord, in a letter dal 
September 10, 1712, addreffcd to Mr. Prior, n* 
he was the Queen's miniilcr, and plenipotcntil 
at the ccurt of France, pays him the followi 
compliment ; * For God's (ake,. Matt, hide the M 

* ednefs of thy country, and give the bdl tl 
' thy fertile brain will furnifli thee with, to I 
' blunders of thy countrymen, who are not wm 
< better politicians, than the French are pod 
His lordfnip thus concludes his epiftle ; ' It u H 
' three o' clock in tlie morning, I have httn hi 

* at work all day, and am not yet enough ic( 
' vered to bear much fatigue ; excufe therefore t 
' confufcdnefs of this fcroll, which is oolyfii 
' Harry to Matt, and not from the fecrctaqr 

* the miniftcr. Adieu, my pen i? ready to di 
' out of ray hand, it being now three o*clock 
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morning ; believe that no man loves you bet- 
or ii more faithfully yours. Sec. 

'BOLINGBROKE/ 

sre are feveral other letters from Bolingbroke 
jr, which, were it necedary, we mieht infert 
lences of his elleem for him ; bat Mr. Prior 
A every refpe^t fo ereat a man, that the 
I even of lord BoHn|brok€ cannot add much 
t luftre of his reputation, both as a ftatefman, 
poet. Mr. Prior is reprefented by thofc who 
, 'mnd have wrote concerning him, as a gen- 
ii, who united the elegance and poUtenefs 
court* with the fcholar, and the man of ge* 
This reprefentation, in general, may bejuil, 
; holds almoft invariably true, that they who 
rifen from low life, flill retain Come traces of 
driginal. No cultivation, no genius, it Teems, 
e entirely to furmount this : There was one 
ittlar in which Mr. Prior veriiicd the old pro- 

te fame woman who could charm the waiter 
tavern, flill maintained her dominion over 
mbaflador at France. The Chloe of Prior, 
ims, was a woman in this flation of life ; but 
ever forfook her in the lieighth of his re* 
ion. Hence we may obfervc, that aflbcia* 
with women are the mod lading of all, 
that when an eminent (latlon raifcs a man 
e many other a^s of condcfccnfion, a miHrefs 
maintain her influence, charm away the pride 
reatnefs, and make the hero wiio nghu, and 
atriot who fpeaks, for the liberty of his coun- 
a flave to her. One would inia;;ine however, 
this woman, who was a Butcher's wife, muli 
rhavc been very handfomc, or liave liad fome- 
; about her fupei ior to pcojpic of her rank : 
it fecms the caie was oUiwivvifc, and n(; better 

rcafon 
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reafon can be given for Mr. Prior's attachment i 
her, but that (he was his taile. Her hufband fa 
fcred their intrigue to go on unmolefted"; for ] 
was proud even of fucb a connexion as this, wit 
fo great a man as Prior i a fingular inftance c 
good nature. 

In the year 171 5 Mr. Prior was recalled from 
France, and upon his an-ival was taken up by i 
warrant from the Houfe of Commons ; (hortly af; 
ter which, he underwent a very flrifl exaninatioi 
by a Committee of the Privy Council. His poE 
tical friend, lord Bolingbroke, forefeeing a ibna. 
took (belter in France, and fecured Harry, but leif 
poor Matt, in the lurch. 

On the loth of June Robert Walpole, efq; mov* 
ed the Houfe aeainft him, and on the 1 7th Mr. 
Prior was ordered into clofe cuftody, and no mT' 
fon was admitted to fee him without leave non 
the Speaker. For the particulars of this procedon 
of the Parliament, both againfl Mr. Prior, anJ 
many others concerned in the public tranfadiosi 
of the preceding reign, we refer to the hiftories a 
that time. In the year 171 7 an Adl of Grace wa 
pafTed in favour of thofe who had oppofed the Hano 
verian fucceffion, as well as thofe who had been in 
pen rebellion, but Mr. Prior was excepted out of it 
At the clofe of this year, however, he was dil 
charged from his confinement, and retired to fpew 
the refidue of his days at Downhall in EfTex. 

The fevere ufage which Mr. Prior met with, pa 
haps was the occadon of the following beautlA 
lines, addrefTed to his Chloe ; 

From public noife, and faflious flrife. 
From all the buf/ ills of life, 

Tak 
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Take me, my Chloe, to thy bread ; - 
And lull my wearied foul to refi : 
For ever, in this humble cell. 
Let thee, and I my fair one dwell ; 

None enter clfc, but Love and he 

Shall bar the door, and keep the key. 

To painted roofs, and ihining fpires 

IUncaly feats of high dcfires) 
>t the unthinking many croud. 
That dare be covetous, and proud ; 
In eolden bondage let them wait, 
And barter happinefs for (late : 
But oh I mv Chloe when thy fwain 
pefires to fee a court again ; 
May Heav'n around his deftin'd head 
The choiceft of his curfcs (hed , 
To fum up all the rage of fate. 
In the two things I dread, and hate, 
May'ft thou be falfe, and I be great. 



1 



In July 1721, within two months of his death, 
Mr. Prior publilhed the following beautiful little 
tale on the falfhood of mankind, entitled The Con^ 
verfatioiK and applied it to the truth, honour, and 
jnlUce ot his grace the duke of Dorfet. 

The CONVERSATION. A Tale. 
ff 

It always has been thought difcreet 
To know the company you meet ; 
And fure, there may be fccrct danger 
In talking much before a ftrangcr. 
Agreed : what then ? then drink your ale ; 
I*n pledge you, and repeat my tale. 

No matter where the fcene is fix'd, 
The perfons were but odly mix*d. 

Vol. IV. N^ 16. D When 
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When fober Damon thus began : 
(And* Damon is a clever man) 

I now p-ow old ; but ftill from youth. 
Have held fdr modefly and truth. 
The men, who by thcfe fea-marks ftccr. 
In life's gfeat voyage, never err ; 
Upon this point I dare defy 
The world : I paufe for a reply. 

Sir, either is a good aiTiflant, 
Said one, who fat a little diAant : 
Truth decks our fpeechts, and our books. 
And modelly adorns our looks : 
But farther progrefs we muft take; 
Not only born to look and fpeak. 
The man muft adl. The Stagy rite 
Says thus, and fays extremely right : 
Strift juftice is the fovereign guide, ' 
That o'er our adlions fhould prcfidc : 
This queen of virtue is confels'd 
To regulate and bind the reft. 
Thrice happy, if you can but find 
Her equal balance poife ypnr mind : 
All diflPrent graces foon will enter, 
Like lines concurrent to their center. 

'Twas thus, in fliort, thefe two went on. 
With yea and nay, and pro and con. 
Thro' many points divinely dark. 
And Waterland aftaulting Clarke ; 
'Till, in theology half loft, 
Damon took up the Evening-Poft ; 
Confounded Spain, compos'd the North, 
And deep in politics held forth. 



Mcthinks, we're in the like condition, 
As at the treaty of pardtion ; 



That 
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That ftrokc, for all King William's care. 

Begat another tedious war. 

Matthew, who knew the whole intrigue. 

Ne'er much approved that myflic league ; 

In the vile Utrecht treaty too, 

Poor man I he found enough to do. 

Sometimes to me he did apply ; 

But downright Dunflable was I, 

And told him where they were miftaken. 

And counfeird him to lave his bacon : 

But (pafs his politics and profe) 

I never herded with his foes ; 

Nay, in his verfes, as a friend, 

I ftill found fomething to commend. 

Sir, I excus'd his Nut-brown maid ; 

Whatever feverer critics faid : 

Too far, I own, the girl was try'd : 

The women all were on my fide. 

For Alma I returned him thanks, 

I lik'd her with her little pranks j 

Indeed, poor Solomon, in rhime. 

Was much too grave to be fublimc. 

Pindar and Damon fcorn tranfition. 

So on he ran a new divifion ; 

'Till, out of breath, he turn'd to fpit : 

(Chance often helps us more than wit) 

T'other that lucky moment toak, 

Juft nick'd the time, broke in, andfpoke; 

Of all the gifts tlic goJj afford 
(If we may take old TuUy's word) 
riic grcateil is a friend, w hofe love 
Knows how to praife, and when reprove ; 
From fuch a treafure' never part, 
But hang the jewel on your heart : 
And pray, fir (it delights nie) tell ; 
You know this author mighty well— — 
Know him I d'ye quellion it ? ods Hdx ! 
Sir, docs a beggar know his difh ? 

D 2 Ilov^d 
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I lov'd him, as I told you, I 
Advis'd him — here a ftander-by 
'1 witch'd Damon gently by the cloke, 
A nd thus unwilling iilence broke : 
Damon, 'tis time we (hould retire, 
1 he man you talk with is Matt. Prior. 

Patron, thro' life, and from thy birth my friend, 
Doi fet, to thee this fable let me iend : 
With Damon's lightncfs weigh thy folid worth ; 
The foil is known to fct the diamond forth : 
Let the feign'd t^le this real moral give, 
How many Daa.ons, how few Dorfets live I 

Mr. Prior, after the fatigue of a length of years 
part in various ferviccs cf adior, was defirous of 
{pending the remainder of his days in rural tran- 
c uility, which the greatcft men of all ages havg 
been fond of enjoying : he was fo happy as to 
fucceed in his w-ifti, living a very retired, and con- 
templative life, at Downhall in EfTex, and found, 
as he expref^'ed himlelf, a mori; foLd, and innocent 
fatisfaditm among woods, and meadows, than he 
had tnjoycd in the hurry, and tumults of the 
wciid, the coLits of Princes, or the conducling fo- 
reign negotiations; and where as he melodioufly 
fings, 

The rcmmnt of his days he fafely paft, 
I'ior found thty lagged too iiov\ ,nor flew too fail ; 
He made his wilh with hiii eUate comply, 
Jnj ful to live, yet net afraid to die, 

This great man died on the 1 8th of September, 
1721, at VVimple in Cambridgfhire, the feat of 
the earl of Oxford, with waofe fricndfhip he 
had been honoured for fome years. The death 
of fo didinguilhed a perfon was jufUy efleemed 

an 
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ftn irreparable lofs to z\e polite world, and 
bis mcmorv will be ever dear :o tb3'e, wha have 
any relifli for the mui'es in their ibfter chani:s. 
Some of the latter pan cf his life w is cnif lo' jd 
in collecting materials for an Hiftory of tic Tran- 
faSlions of his own Times, but his death unfortu- 
r.atcly deprived the world of whit the touches of fa 
mailerly a hand, would have made exceeding va- 
luable. 

Mr. Prior, by the fuJrage of all men of tale, 
holds the firil rank in poetr)% for the delicacy of 
his numbers, the wictinels of his tarns, the acute- 
ncfs of his remarks, and, in or.e performance, for 
the amazing force of his fcntimenis. The llile of 
our author is likewife fo pure, that our language 
knows no higher authority, and there is an air of 
original in his minuted performances. 

it wotdd be fuperfluous to give any detail of his 
poems, thev are in the bands of all who love 
poetry, and have been as often admired, as read. 
The performance however, for which he is moil 
diftinguiflied, is his Solomon ; a Poem in three 
Books, the firft on Knowledge, the focond on 
Pleafure, and the third on Power. We know 
few poems to which this is fecond, and it juilly 
eftabliihed his reputation as one of the b«il wri« 
ters of his age. 

This fublime work begins thus, ~ 

Ye fons of men, with juft regard attend, 
Obferve the preacher, and believe the friend, 
Whofe ferious mule infpires him to explain. 
That all we a<5t, and all we think is vain : 
That in this pilgrimage of feventy years, 
O'er rocks of perils, and thro' vales of tears 
Deftin*d to march, our doubtful lleps we tend, 
Tir'd of the toil, yet fearful of iti end : 

D 3 That 
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That from the womb, we take our fatal fharer, 
Of follies, fa(hions, labours, tumults^ cares j 
And at approach of death Ihall only know. 
The truths which from thefe penfive numbers 

flow, 
That we purfuc falfe joy, and fufFer real woe. 

After an enquiry into, and an excellent di 
fciiption of the various operations^ and cffc^s < 
nature, thcfyllem of the hoavcnj, Lc. and not b( 
}t\^, fully iniormed of thenii the firil Hook coi 
dudes, 

How narrow limits were to wifdom given ? 
Earth (he furveys ; flie thence would meafui 

Heav*n : 
Thro' mifts obfcure, now wings her tcdioos wa) 
Now wanders dazPd, with too bright a day ; 
And from the fummit of a pathlefs coafb 
Sees infinite, and in that fight is loft. 

In the fecond Book the uncertainty, difappoin 
, ment, and vexation attending pleafure in g< 
ncral, are admirably defcribed ; and in the chi 
rader of Solomon is fufiiciently fhewn, that nc 
thing debafes majerty, or indeed any man, moi 
than ungovernable paflion. 

When thus the gathering ftorms of wretched love 
In my fwoln bofom, with long war had ftrove; 
At length they broke their bounds; at lengt 

their force 
Bore down whatever met its ftronger courfe ; 
Laid all the civil bounds of manhood wafle. 
And fcatter'd ruin, as the torrent paft. 

The third Book treats particularly of the troi 
ble and inftability of greatnefs and power> coni 

dc 
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ders man through the fcveral flages and conditi- 
ons of life, and has excellent reasoning upon life 
and death. On the laft are thefe lines ; 

Cure of the mifefs wi(h, and cowards fear. 
Death only (hews us, what we knew was near. 
With courage therefore view the pointed hour ; 
Dread not death's anger, but cxped its power ; 
Nor nature's laws, with fruitlcfs forrow mourn ; 
lut die, O mortal man ! for thou wall born. 

The poet has like wife thefe fimilios on life ; 

As fmoke that rifcs from the kindling fires 
Is feen this moment, and the next expires : 
As empty clouds by rifing winds are toft, • 
Their fleeting forms no fooner found than loft : 
So vanifhes oar ftate ; fo pafs our days ; 
So life but opens now, and now decays ; 
The cradle, and the tomb, alas ! fo nigh j 
To live is fcarce diftinguilhed from to die. 

We ftiall conclude this account of Mr. Prior's life 
with the following copy of vcrfes, writtei on his 
Death by Robert Ingram, cfq; which is a very fuc- 
cefsful imitation of Mr. Prior's manner. 

I. 
Mat. Prior ! — (^nd we muft fubmit) 

Is at his journey's end ; 
In whom the world has loft a wit, 

And I, what's more, a friend. 



Who vainly hopes long here to ftay, 

May fee with weeping eyes ; 
Not only nature pofts away, 

Bui e'en good nature dies ! 

D 4 J. Should 
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3- 

Should grave ones count thefe praifes light 

To fuch it may be faid : 
A man, in this lamonted wight. 

Of bufinefs too is dead. 

4- 
From anceftors, as mkht a fool f 

lie tracM no high-fetch'd flem > 
But glorioufly reversed the rule, 

By dignifying them. 

5- 
O ! gentle Cambridge f fadly fay. 

Why faies are fo unkind 
To fnatch thy \giaot fons away, 

Whilil pigmiet ftay behind f 

6. 
Horace and he were calPd, in haHe, 

From this vile earth to hea.v'n ; 
The cruel year not fully paft, 

^tatis, Mty feven. 

7- 
So, on the tops of Lebanon, 

Tall cedars felt the fwgrd. 
To grace, by care of Solomon, 

Tiie temple of the Lord, 

8. 

A tomb amidft the learned may 

The weflern abbey give ! 
Like theirs, his aflies muft decay. 

Like theirs, his fame (hall live. 
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9- 
Clofe, carver* by fome well cut books, 

Let a thin bullo tell, 
In ipitc of pluxnp and pamper'd looks, . 

How fcantly (enfe can dwell I 

10. 

No epitaph of tedious length 

Shoulci overcharge the (lone ; 
Since loftieft verfe would lofe its Hrength, 

In mentioning his own. 

II. 

At once ! and not verbofely tame, 

Some brave Laconic pen 
Should fmartly touch his ample name. 

In form of— — 'O rare Ben I 




D 5 Susanna 



58. The Life of 



«^« HM^ f^^ »^jjf fUM M^ vj^ ^^ r^i^ 0^yt M^ t^M AM 

GVr Cnp GYt GVt CftA ijp) G3P)(^^ 

A^Ntf •/T^ a^PU «^DfV« »^^ k^^ «1D^« •/Q\» A^O^ a^Vi a^DPU ^^ j^ 



Mrs. Susanna Centlivre. 

THIS lady was daughter of one Mr. Free- 
man, of Holbcack in Lincolnlhire. There 
was formerly an eftate in the family of her fa- 
ther, but being a Dilienter, and a zealous parlia- 
nientafiah, he was fo very much pcriecuted at the 
reft oration, that he was laid under a neceffity to 
fly into Ireland, and his eftate was confifcated ; 
r.cr was the family of our authorefs's mother free 
from the feverity of thofe times, they being like- 

^wife parliamentaiians. Her education was in the 
country, and her father dying when (lie was but 
three years of age, and her mother not living *till 

. file was t\\elve, the impiovemcnts our pcetefs made 
were merely by her own induflry and applica- 
tion. She was married before the age of fifteen, 
tv) a nephew of Sir Stephen Fox. This centleman 
living with her but a year, fhe afterwards jnarried 
Mr. ("arrol, an officer in the army, and furvived 
him likewife in the fpace of a year and a half. 
She afterv^ards married Mr. Jofeph Ccndivre, 
yeoman of the mouth to his late Majelly. She 
gave early difcoveries of a genius for poetry, and 
Kir. Jacob in his Lives of the Poets tells us, that 
file compofed a fong before fhe was fevcn years 
old. She is tlie author of fif.:cn plays; her ta- 
lent is ctfmedy, particularly the contrivance of the 
plots, and incidents. Sir Richard Steele, in one 

of 
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of his Tatlers, (peaking of the Bufy Body, thus 
recommends it. • The plot, and incidents of the 
plav, are laid with tnnt fubtilty, and fpirit, 
which is peculiar to females of wit, and is very 
feldom well performed by thofc of the other 
fex, in whom craft in love is an afl of invention, 

* and not as with women, the eftcd of nature^ 
' and inflin£l\ 

She died December i, 1723 ; the author of the 
Political State thus chanidlcri/.cs her. * Mrs. Cent« 
' livre, from u mean parentage and education, 

* after fcveral gay adventures (over which wc fljall 

* draw a veil) Iha had, at lall, fo well improved 

* her natural genius by reading, and good con- 

* verfation, as to attempt to write for the llage, 

* in which flic had as good fuccefs as any of her 

* fex before her. Her iirll dramatic performance 

* was a Tragi-Comedy, called The Perjured Huf- 

* band, but the plays which gained hor moll re- 

* putation were, two Comedies, ihcGamefler, and 

* tlie Bufy hoi\y. She wrote alio fevcral copies of 

* vcrfcs on divers fubjeiJh, and occafions, and ma- 

* ny ingenious letters, entitled J.etters of Wit, Po- 

* litics, and Morality, which f colledled, and pub- 

* lifhcd about 21 years ago *.* 

Her dramatic workt. are, 

1. The Perjured IIun)and, a Comedy; a(Slcd at 
the'I'heatrc-Royal 1702, dedicated to the late Duke 
of Bedford. Scene Venice. 

2. The Beau's Duel, or a Soldier for the Ladies, 
A Comedy ; atled at the Theatre in Lincoln's- 1 nn- 
PielH'., 1 703 i a Criticifm was written upon this 
pLi\ in the roll Angel for Auguft. 

* Sec Boyci'u Poliiiul ::.Ata, toI, xxvi. p. Cjot 

*D 3. The 
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3. The Stolen Heirefs, or The SalamancKt 
Dodlor Out-plotted; a Comedy ; afted at the The- 
atre in Lincolns-Idn- Fields 1704. The (cede 
Palermo. 

4. The Gamefter, a Comedy; aded at the The- 
atre in Lincolns-Inn Fields 1704, dedicated to 
George Earl of Huntingdon. This play is an im- 
proved tranflation of one of the fame title in 
French. The prologue was written by Mr. Rowe. 

5. The BalTet Table, a Comedy ; afted at the 
Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, dedicated to Ar- 
thur Lord Altham, 4to. 1706.^ 

6. Love's Contrivance, or Le Mcdicin Mtim 
lui ; a Comedy ; adted at Drury-Lare 1705, dedi- 
cated to the Earl of Dorfet. This is a traiiflatioa 
from Moliere. 

7. Love at a Venture, a Comedy ; a6ied at 
Bath, 4to. 1706, dedicated to the Duke of 
Beaufort. 

8. The Bufy Body, aacd at the Theatre-Royal 
1708, dcdlcited to Lord Somcrs. This play was 
afted with very great applaufe. 

9. Marplot, or the Second Part of the Bufy 
Body ; afted at the Theatre- Royal 17O9, dedicat- 
ed to the Earl of Portland. 

10. The Perplexed Lovers, a Comedy ; adted at 
the Theatre-Royal 1710, dedicated to Sir Henry 
Furnace. 

11. The Platonic Lady, a Comedy; afled at 
the Theatre-Royal 171 1. 

IS. Thm 
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12. TheMtn^t Bewitch'd^ orTW Dcril 19 J9 
aboot Her ; t Comedy ^ adcd ae flw Tk«iii» m 
the Havmarket 171 z^ d edicated to llm 1hk$ id 
DcTOomire. 

I}. The Wonder a Wom» keep* a Seew^ a 
Comedy 1 aAed at the Tkewtrt-Hifii m Vmy^ 
Lane. Thst play was aded irkh (wu^ff. 

14. The Cruel Gift, or The lU^el KefenHMM^ 
a Tragedy ) aded ot the Theatre-llo^ef 1716 ^ ler 
the ftory of this day, coofolt SipfmtmiM mi 
Goifcarday a Norel of Boccaee. 

I $. A Bold Stroke for a t^fe, a Ckm^iyt aA^ 
od at the Theatre in Lincoln Vlmi-FjeVI^ f^if^ie^ 
dicated to the Doke of Wharton. BeMe» dMo 
plavi Mfis Centlirre has written ihrisr fu€S»$ 
BickerftaK^i Boiying, or Work for the VftiMin. 
The Gotham £]eaion« A Wife wdl Uwuip^ 
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Dr. Nicholas Brady. 

XH I S revd. gentleman was fon of Nicho^' 
las Brady, an officer in the King's zracfy 
: rebellion 1641, I eing lineally dpfcended 
from Hugh Brady, the Jirft Proteftant bifhop of 
Mcath *. He was born at Bandon in the county 
of Cork, on the 2Sth of Odober 1659, and edu- 
cated in that county till he was 12 years of age,. 
when he was removed to Weftminfter fchool, and 
from thence eleded Iludcnt of Chrift*s Churchy 
Oxford. After continuing there about four yean, 
he went to Dublin, where his father refided, at 
which uhivcrfity he immediately commenced ba* 
chelor of a'ts. When he was of due flanding, 
his Diploma for the degree of do6lor of divinity 
was, on account of his uncommon merit, prelented 
to him fiom that imivcrfity, .vhile he w<as in Eng- 
land, and br- ught ove l.y Dr. Pratt, then fenior 
travelling-fellow, afterv.-ards provoll of that col- 
lege, ilis f.rft eccle allical preferment was to a pre- 
bend, in thv. <Jathc .iral of St. Barry's in the city 
of Cork, to whirh hr w?.? ^ laced by bilhop Wct- 
tcnhal, to wliom he as domcfti** chaplain. He 
was a zcr'ous pr ^r.^oc^r of i'le olution, and 
fufF^rcl ior i: ia ^t^nfv-qurTics of nis zeal. In 



1690, when the ticubLs broke o.c in Ireland, by 
his intercll with King James's general. Mac Caity^ 

'1 



his intercll with King James's general. Mac Caity, 
* Biograph. Brie. Art, Brady, 
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ke tlirice prevented the burning of Bandon town, 
after three fcveral orders given by that Prince to 
deftroy it. The fame year, having been depaeed 
by the people of Bafndon, he went over to Bog- 
land to petition the Parliament, for a redrefs of 
fome grievances they had fufFened, while Kins 
Jatfies was in Ireland. Daring his flay here, and 
to the time of his death, he was in the highcft 
eftecm among all ranks of perfons in this king- 
dom, for his eminent attachment to the true in- 
tereft of his country. Having quitted his prefer-* 
ments in Ireland, he fettled in London, where he, 
being celebrated for his abilities in the pulpit, 
was clcilcd minifter of St, Catherine- Cree Church, 
and ledlurer of St. Mchaers Woodllrcet. He 
afterwards became miniller of Richmond in Surry, 
and Strafford upon Avon in Warwickfhire, and 
at length, rector of Clapham in the county above- 
raentioned ; which lafl, together with Richmond, 
he held to the time of his death. He was alfo 
chaplain to the duke of Ormond's troop of Horfc- 
gtmrds, as he was to their Majefties King William, 
and Qujen Anne. He died on the 20ih of May 
1726, in the 67th year of his age, leaving be- 
hind him the reputation of a good man j he was 
cf a iroil obliging, fweet, affable temper, a polite 
|cnileman, an excellent preacher, and no incon- 
ndcrablc poet. 

His compofitions in poetry are chiefly thcfe, 

I. A New Verfion of the Pfalms of David, per- 
formed by him, in coiijundlion with Mr. Tate, 
foon after he fettled in fiOndon ; now fung in 
moll churches of l^ngland, and Ircnui, iulload 
of that obfol'jtc and ridiculous Vcnion m;ide by 
fitcnihoid, and Hopkinr, in the reign of Ring 
Edward VJ. As tlie 10.) th Vi\ihn \'J eilccmcd one 
of the mofl fublimc in the whole Ijc^jk, we (li.dl 

prcfent 
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prefent the reader with the two Arik Parts 
Verfion of that Pfalm as a fpecimen. 
have not been lefs than forty different V 
and Paraphrafes of this Pfalm, by poets < 
confiderable eminence, who feem to hai 
with one another for the fuperiontv Of a 
attempts, if we may truft our own judgment 
have fucceeded fo happily as Mr. filackcl 
young gentleman now reiident at Dumi 
Scotland. This Paraphrafe is the more 
ordinary, as the author of it has been blint 
his cradle, and now labours under that cal 
it carries in it fuch elevated flrains of 
fuch pidlurefque defcriptions, and fuch 
lifluent flow of numbers, that we are perl 
the reader cannot be dilpleafed at finding it i 
here. 

Dr. Brady alfo tranflated the .£neid of 
which were publifhed by fubfcription in four v 
odtavo, the lafl of which came out in i; 
little before the author's death. 

He alfo publiihed in his life-time three Vi 
of Sermons in 8vo. each confiding of 1 4, all 
ed in London ; the firft in 1 704, the feo 
1706, and the third in 1713. After the 
death, his eldeft fon, who is now a clerg 
publiihed three other Volumes of his father 
mons, each alfo confiding of 14, printed in 
don 1730, 8vo. Amonglt his fermons there 
preached on St. Cecilia's day, in vindicat 
Church-mafic, firft printed in 1697, 10 4to. 
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PSALM CIV. 

LESS God, my foul; thoo. Lord ilone, 
Poflefleft empire without bounds : 
With honoar thou art crowned, thy tiurone 
Eternal Majefty furrounds. 

2 W.th light thou doll thy felf enrobe. 
And glory for a garment take ; 

Hcav'n*s coriain ftretch'd beyond the globe, 
The canopy of ftatc to msike. 

3 God builds on liqnid air, and forms 
His palace-chambers in the ikies : 

The doads his chariots are, and ftorms 
The fwift.wing*d deeds with which he flies. 

4 As bright as flame, as fwift as wind ^ 
His minifters Heav'ns palace fill ; 

To have their fnndry tafks aflign'd. 

All prood to ferve their Sovereign's will. 

5, 6 Earth on her center fix^d he fet. 
Her face with waters over fpread ; 
Not proudeft mountains dar'd as yet 
To lift above the waves their head ! 

7 But when thy awful face appeared, 
Th' infulting waves difpers'd ; they fled 

When once thy thunder's voice they heard. 
And by their haile confefs'd their dread. 

8 Thence up by fecret trails they creep. 
And gulhing from the mountain's fide. 

Thro' vallies travel to the deep; 
Appointed to receive their tide. 

9 There hall thou fix'd the ocean's mounds. 
The threatening furges to repel : 

That they no more o'erpafs their bounds, 
\ / Nor to a fecond deluge fwell. 

a PART 
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PART II. 

10 Yet, thence in fmallcr parties drawir. 

The Tea recovers her loll hills : 
And darting fprings from every lawn, 
Surprize the vales with plenteous rills. 

1 1 The fields tame bealh arc thither led 

Weary with labour, faint with droughty 
A^nd aiies on wild mountains bred. 
Have fcnfe to find thcfe currents out. 

1 2 There (hady trees from fcorching betmt^ 

Yield (helter to the feathered throng : 
They drink, and to the bounteous fireaou 
Return the tribute of their fong. 

1 3 His rains from heav'n parch'd hills recnut. 

That foon tranfmit the liquid ftore : 

^ill earth is burthen d with her £ruit» 

And nature *s lap can hold no more. 

84 Grafs for our cattle to devour, 

He makes the growth of every field : 
Herbs, for man's ufe, of various powY» 
That cither food or phyfic yield. 
15 With cluiler'd grapes he crowns the vine 
To cheer man's heart onprefsM with cares : 
Gives oil that makes his face to ihine. 
And corn that walled ilrength repairs. 
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PSALM CIV. imitated by THOMAS 
BLACK CLOCK. 

Arifc my foul I on wings feraphic rife ! 

And praife th* Almighty fov'reign of the fkiesf 

In whom alone effential glory (liines. 

Which not the Hcav'n of Heav'ns, nor boundlefs 

fpace confines ! 
When darknefs rul'd with univcrfal fway. 
He fpoke, and kindled up the blaze of day j 
Firll faireft offspring of th' omnific word ! 
Which like a garment cloathM it's fovereignlord. 
He ftretch*d tne blue expanfe, from pole to pole. 
And fpread circumfluenc a:ther round the whole* 
Of liquid ak he bad the columns rife, 
Which prop the flarry concave of the (kies. 
Soon as ho bid«, impetuous whirlwinds fly. 
To bear his founding chariot thro* the (ky i 
linpetuoM whirlwindt the command obey, 
Sultain his flight, and fweep th* aerial way. 
Fraught with his mandates from the realms on 

high, 
UnnumberM holls of radiant heralds fly ; 
From orb to orb, with progrefs unconfin'd. 
As lightn'ing fwift, refiiUcfs as the wind. 
His word in air, this pondr'ous ball fu(lain*d.' 
" Be fixt, he faid.'— And fix'd the ball rcmain'd. 
Heav'n, air, and fea, tho' all their ftores combine. 
Shake not its bafc, nor break the law Divine. 
At thy almighty voice, old ocean raves, 
Wakes all his force, and gathers all his waves ;. 
Nature lies mantled in a watry robe, 
And fhorelefs ocean rolls around the globe ; 
O'er highefl hills, the higher furgcs rife, 
Mix with the clouds, and leave the vaulted fkies. 
hut when in thunder, the rebuke was giv'n, 
I'hat ihook th' eternal firmament of heav'n. 

The 
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The dread rebuke, the frighted waves obey. 
They fled, confus'd, along th' appointed waf 
Impetuous rufliing to the place decreed, 
Climb the deep hill, and fweep the hum 

mead : 
And now reluAant in their bounds fubfide ; 
Th' eternal bounds reftrain the raging tide r 
Yet ftill tumultuous with incefTant roar, 
It (hakes the caverns, and aflaults the fhore. 
By him, from mountains, cloth'd in livid fno 
Thro' vfrdant vales, the mazv fountains flow. 
Here the wild horfe, unconfcious of the nuii« 
That revels boundlefs, o'er the wide chamnai] 
Imbibes the filver ftream, with heat oppitft 
To cool the fervour of his glowing breau. 
Here verdant boughs adorn'd with fuiiiiiic 

pride. 
Spread their broad fhadows o*er the filver tide 
While, gently perching on the leafy fpray. 
Each feathered fongfter tunes his various lay : 
And while thy praife, they fymphonize aroan 
Creation ecchoes to the grateful found. 
Wide o'er the heavVs, the various bow he ben 
Its tindlure brightens, and its arch extends : 
At the clad fign, aerial conduits flow. 
The hills relent, the meads rejoice below : 
By geniil fervour, and prolific rain. 
Gay vegetation cloaths the fertile plain ; 
Nature profufely good, with blifs o'er-flows. 
And ftill flie's pregnant, tho' ftie ftill beftows: 
Here verdant paftures, far extended lie. 
And yield the grazing herd a rich fupplyf 
Luxuriant waving in the wanton air, 
Here golden gram rewards the peafant's cire f 
Here vines mature, in purple cluflers glow, 
And heav'n above, diff^ufes heav'n below ! 
£re6t and tall, here mountain cedars rife. 
High o'er the clouds, and emulate the flues t 

H 
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Here the winged crowds, that ikim the air, 
^ ith artful toil, their little dams prepare, 
Here, hatch their young, and nurfe their riiing 

care f 
Up the ftecp-hill afccnds the nimble doc, ^ 

While timid conies fcour the plains below ; I 
Or in the pendent rock's elude the fcendog foe, j 
He bade the filver majefty of night. 
Revolve her circle, and increafe her light. 
But if one moment, then thy face (hould'ft hide. 
Thy glory clouded, or thy fmiles denied. 
Then widow'd nature veils her mournful eyes, 
And vents her grief, in univerfal cries I 
Th^n gloomy death, with all his meagre train ; 
Wide o'er the nations fpreads his iron reign ! 
Sea, earth, and air, the bounteous ravage mourn. 
And all their hods to native dud return ! 
Aeain thy glorious quickning influence (bed, 
Ihe glad creation rears its drooping head : 
Sew rifing forms, thy potent fmiles obey. 
And life re-kindles at the genial ray ; 
United thanks replenifhed nature pays, 
-And heaven, and earth refound their maker's 

praife. 

When time (hall in eternity be loft. 
And hoary nature languifh into duft. 
Forever young, thy glories (hall remain, 
Vaftas thy being, cndlefs as thy reign ! 
Then from the realms of everlafting day, 
See'ft all thy works, at one immence furvey f 
Pleas'd at one view, the whole to comprehend. 
Part joined to part, concurring to one end. 
If thou to earth, but turn'ft thy wrathful eyes. 
Her bafis trembles, and her offspring dies. 
Thou fmites the hills, and at th' almighty blow. 
Their fummits kindle,* and their entr^s glow. 

While 
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While this immortal fpark of heavenly flamej 
Diflends my breail, and animates my frame. 
To thee my ardent praifes (hall be born, 
On the firft breeze, that wakes the blufliin 

morn: 
The lateft flar (hall hear the pleafmg found. 
And nature, in full choir fhall join around ! 
When full of thee, my foul excurfive flics. 
Thro' earth, air, ocean or thy regal flcies. 
From world, to world, new wonders ftill I find 
And all the Godhead burils upon my mind ! 
When, wing'd with whirlwinds, vice ihall tik( 

flight. 
To the wide bofonv of eternal night. 
To thee my foul fhall endlefs praifes pay ; . 
Join ! men and angels ! join th* exalted day ! 
Afllgn'd a province to each rolling fphere. 
And taught the fun to regulate the year. 
At his command wide hovVing o'er the plaifi. 
Primaeval night rcfumes her gloomy reign. 
Then from their dens impatient of delay. 
The favage monflers bend their fpeedy way. 
Howl thro' the fpacious wafle and chafe the 

frighted prey. 
Here walks the fhaggy monarch of the wood. 
Taught from thy providence to afk his food : 
To thee O Father ! to thy bounteous fkies, ' 
He rears his main, and rolls his glaring eyes. 
He roars, the defarts tremble wide around ! 
And repercufive hills repeat the found. 
Now purple gems, the eallern fkies adorn. 
And joyful nature hails th' opening mom ; 
The rovers confcious of approaching day. 
Fly to their fhelters, and forget their prey. 
Laborious man, with moderate flumber l>left. 
Springs chearful to his toil, from downy reft ; 
1'ill grateful evening with her filver train. 
Bid labour ceafe, and eafc the wearv fwain \ 
Hail, fovereign Goodnefs ! All produ6U?e Qiiod 

Oi 
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On all thy works, thyfelf infcribed we find I 

How various all ! how varioufly endowM 

How great their number! and each part how 

good! 
How pmedt then mufl the great parent fhine 1 
Who with one a6t of energy divine. 
Laid thevaft plan, and finifhM the deHgn. 
Where e'er the pleafing fearch my thoughts pur- 

Aie, 
Unbounded goodnefs opens to my view. 
Nor does our world alone, its influence fhare ; 
Exhauftlefs bounty, and unwearied care. 
Extend thro' all th' infinitode of fpace. 
And circle nature with a kind embrace. 
The wavy kingdoms of the deep below. 
Thy power, thy wifdom, and thy goodnefs ihew. 
Here various beings without number ftray. 
Croud the profound, or on the furf ace play. 
Leviathan here, the mightiefl of the train. 
Enormous ! fails incumbent o'er the the main. 
All thefe thy watchful providence fupplies ; 
To thee alone, they turn their waiting eyes. 
For them thou open'ft thy exhauftlefs ftore. 
Till the capacious wiih can grafp no more. 
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George Stepney, Efq; 

THIS poet was defcended of the family 
the Stepneys of Pindigrad in Pembrol 
ftiire, but born in Weftminftcr in the year i6< 
He received the rudiments of his education 
Weflminder fchool, and after making fome pi 
grefs in literature there, he was removed to T 
nity College in Cambridge, where he wai < 
temporary with Charles Montague, efq; afterwir 
earl of Hallifax ; and being of the lame coUf 
with him, a very ilri^t friendfliip was contrafi 
between them. To this lucky accident of boil 
early known to Mr. Montague, was owineallt' 
preferment Mr. Stepney afterwards cnjoyea, for 
icems not to have had parts fufhcient to Have rifen 
any didinftion, without the immediate patronage 
fo great a man, as the lord Hallifax. Wh 
Stepney f.rft fct out in life, he was pcrhl 
attaclicd to the Tory intercft, for one of t 
firil poems he wrote, was an Addrefs to ki 
James the Second, on his AcceiCon to the Throi 
Jn thi» little piecr, in which there is as little [ 
etry, he compares that monarch to Hercules, t 
with what propriety lot the reader judee. So 
after the acccflion of James II. when Monmout 
rebellion broke out, the univerfity of Camhridj 
to demonilrate their zeal for the King, thouf 
proper to burn the picture of that ralh Prince^ w 

Ji 
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bad formerly been their chancellor. Upon this 
occaHon Stepney wrote fome good verfes, in an- 
fwer to this quedion ; 



-Sed quid 



' Turba Remi ? fequitur fortanam, ut femper 
et odit damnatos. 

Upon the revolution he cnibraced another in- 
tered, and procured himfjlf to be nominated for 
fetrcral foreign embafllcs. In the year 1 692 he wcrt 
to the eleAor of Brandcnburgh's court in quality 
of envoy, and, in the year fofio wing, to the Impe* 
rial court in the fame charader. In 1694 he was 
ferit to the eleflor of Saxony, and two years after 
ito the eledors of Mentz, Cologn, Sec, andthccon- 
'gitfs at Francfort. He was employed in feveral 
other embaflxes, and in the year 1706 Queen Anne 
fent him envoy to the States General. He w^s 
very fuccefsful in his negotiations, which occafion- 
ed his conftant employment in the mod weighty 
affairs. At his leilure hours he compofed feveral 
ocher pieces of poetry befides thofc already men* 
tioned ; which are chiefly thefe. 

An Epiflle to the Earl of Hallifax, on his Ma- 
jclly'b Voyage to Holland. 

A Tranflation of the Eighth Satire of Juvenal. 

To the Earl of Carli.fle upon the Death oi his 
Son. 

Sonie Imitations of Horace^s Odes, 

The Auftrian Eagle. 

The Nature of iJreams. 

A Po'.m to the Memory of Queen Mary. 

Thcfe performances are not very long, nor are the 
fubjcfts upon Which they are written very confi- 
derable. It feems probable that the eminence to 
which Stepney rofe, uiuft have been more owing to 

Vol. IV. No. 17, E fome 
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Ibme perfonal IcmdfteTs lord Hallifax had 
him, than to his merit as a writer. In railing Sti 
ney, his lordlhip might ad as the friend of t 
man, but not as a patron of the poet. Friei 
ihip, in man}[ refp^ls, participates of tlie nar 
of love ; it begins, we know not how, it ftreng 
ens by imperceptible degrees, and grows into 
eftablifhed firmnefs. Saich might be the rt^^ 
lord Hallifax had for Stepney, but .we may v< 
ture to aflTert, from his lordlhip's exquifite tafte 
^poetry, that be never coufd highly admire i 
pretty trifles which compofe the worlcs of this s 
thor ; and which are printed ainongfl the^ works 
the Minor Poets, •publiffiied Tome years ago Ky ^ 
Tonfon in two volumes 1 2mo. '* 
, Onr author died at Chelfca in the year 1707, a 
was burled in VVeftminftec- Abbey, whtcre a fine n 
nument is ere^ed over him, with the following i 
icription upon the pedefhd ; 

H. $• E. 

GfiORGius Stepneius, Armiger» 

▼iz. 

Ob Ingcnii acumen, 
Litcrarum Scientiaro, 
Moruin Suavitatem, 
Rerom Ufum, 
Virorum Ampliflimorum Confiictudinkm, 

Linguae, Styli ac Vita Elejgantiaip, 
Prxdara Officia cum Britannia: tcun Europe 
Pracftita, 
Sua xtate multum celebratus, 
Apud Pofteros femper celebrandns { 

Plurimas Legitiones obiit , 
Ea Fide, Daijgentia, & Felicitate, 
Ut Augufiimmorum Frinapum 

« And likewiie of mother wor^ of the iame kind, in two y 
lumet alfof puBUihed by one Cbgan. . , 

GULIELI 
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X?vL 111.1*1 & Atfiilt 
Sftm m iWb repbfitam 
Niinqtiam Mcllerit, 
Hftttd raro fopemvit. 
Poft longttm honorum CoriblA 
Brevi Temporis (]ptftio C0nfe6luin» 
Cum Nttui^ vvLvnt FtLtnn fatis yixcrat, 
Animtm lUl nkidfSL t^fpitutttm placiile eftlavir. 

On the liffc hand. 

G. 3. 

Fx Equtftri Familw SrftPKildnvMi 
Dc PeNDSQ-aASTy in ComiMtu 

PfiMBHOCHrBMSl OwiSND'lTS, 

WssTJytofrASTERii tiatus^ily A. D. 1663. 

Elc^as in CoUegUm 
SaiiftipBTiti WisTMoMA^st. A, 1676. 
SanaaeTRiwiTATts Ca^^TaB. 1682. 
Confiliariorum quibu8 Commercli 

Cura commifTa ell 1697. 
Chelsei/c moi'taus, & Comiunte 

Magna Procemm 

Freqaentii hue elatusy 1707. 

On the right hand is t particular account of all 
his employments abroad. 

As a fpecilnen of Mr. Stepnejr^i poetry, we <h«ll 
quote the following lines on the Nature of Dreams, 

At dead 6f night imperial reafon flecpt. 
And fancy with her train loofe revels keeps : 
Then airy phantoms a mixt fcene difplay, 
Of what we heard, or faw, or wi(h*d by day 1 
For memory thofe images retains 
WhicJi pafiion form'd, and ftill the ftronged 
reigns. 

E z Huntfmen 
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Huntfmen renew the chafe they latel/ ran ; 
And generals fight again their battles won. 
Spcfti cs and furies haunt the murthVers dreams ; 
Grants, or difgraces, are the courtiers themes. 
The mifer fpies a thief, or fome new hoard,' 
The tit's a knight, the f) cophant a lord. . 
Thus fancy's in the wild diftradlion loft 
AVith what we moft abhor, or covet moft. 
But of all pafiions that our dreams controul. 
Love prints the deepcft image in the foul ; 
For vigorous fancy, and warm blood difpenfc 
Pleafurcs fo lively, that they rival fenfe. 
Such are the tranfports of a willing maid. 
Not yet by time and place to aft bctray'd. 
Whom fpies, or feme faint virtue force to fly 
I'hat fcenc of joy, which yet (he dies to try. 
'Till fancy bawds, and by myfterious charms 
Brings the dear objeft to her longing arms ; 
Unguarded then (he melts, afts fierce delight. 
And curfes the returns of envious light. 
Jn fuch blefs'd dreams Biblis enjoys a flame ; 
Which waking (he detefts, and dares not name. 
Jxion gives a loofe to his wild love. 
And in his airy vifions cuckolds Jove. 
Honours aud Aat^ before this phantom fall ; 
} or ficep, like death its image, equals all. 

Our author llkewife wrote fome political pieces 
in profc, particularly an Eflay on the prefent In- 
tersil of England, 1701. To which arc added, 
7'hc Proceedings of the Houfc of Commons ia 
1677, upon the French King's Progrefsin Flanders.* 
'J'his piece is reprinted in Cogan's Colic ftion of 
'I'raCts, called Lord Somers's Collc6Uon. 
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Major Richardson Pack. 
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THIS gentleman' was the fon of John Pack, 
of Stockc-Afli in Sufiblk, efq; who In the 
ear 1697 Was hiffh flierifF of that coarity. Hd 
lad his early education at a private country 
fcbool, and was removed from thence to Merchant 
Taylor's, where he received his firft tallc of letters j 
fur he always reckoned that time which he fpent 
at the former fchool as loft, fmce he had only con * 
tta^ed bad habits, and was obliged to unlearn what 
had been taught him there. 

At the age of fixteen he was reir.oved to St. 
John's College in Oxford. Alout eighteen his fa- 
ther entered him of the Middle Temple, dcfign* 
ing him for the profeflion of the Law j and by the 
peculiar indulgence of the treafurcr, and bench- 
ers of that honourable fociety, he was at eight 
Terms llanding admitted barrifter, when he had 
not much exceeded the a^e of 20. But a fcden- 
tary, ftudious life agreeing as ill with his health, 
as a formal one witli h.s inclinations, he did not 
long purfue tholo lludics. After fqnij w»^vering in 
his thoughts, he a: l:Ul determined his views to 
the aimy, as Icing betrcr fuited to the gaiety cf 
his temper, and the fprightHncls of his geniu;;, and 
where he hoped to meet v^iih more freedom, as well 
as more a^ion. His firft command was ihat of a 
company of foot in March 1705. 

E 3 In 
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In November 1710 the regiment in which he 
fcrved was one of thofe two of Englilh foot, that 
were with the marfhal Staremberg at the battle of 
Villa Viciofa, the 4ay ^t^ gener^ Sitanhopey and 
the troops under his conmand were taken at 
Bri^hveg% \ \V^ere tbf( m^jor heinig killed, and 
our author's behaviour being equal to the occafi- 
on on which he afled, his grace the duke of Ar- 
gyle confirmed his preteniions to that vacanqr, by 
giving him ^e coqmiiflio^ of ^e 4eceared nxajor, 
immediately on his arrival in Spain. It was this 
accidei^t wh^h fi^il introduced our g^ant ibldi«r 
to the acquaintance of that trnly noble a^d ex* 
cellent perfon, with whofe prote^on and psuro- 
na^e he was honoured during the re^iaining part 
of his life. 

The ambition he had to celebrate his grace** 
heroic virtues (at a time when there fubuiled % 
jealoufy between him and the dul^e of Marino- 
r;u^h, and it was faihionable by a certain party 
to traduce him) gave birth to fome 0/ the beft 
of his performances. 

What ether pieces the major has written in 
verfe, are, for the moft part, x\ic unlaboured re- 
fult of frienddiip, or love ; and the amplem^at of 
thofe few fofitary intervals in a life fha( ^^^H^pl 
wanted cither ferious tufmefs, or focial pleaiurfni, 
of one kind or other, entirely to fill up t^e circle. 
They are all publifhed in one volume, together 
with a tranHation of the Life of Miltiades an^ 
Cymon, from Cornelius Nepos; the firft edition 
was in 1725. 

The moft coniiderable of them are the following* 

1. The Mufe's Choice, or the Progrefs of Wit. 

2. On Friendfiiip. To Colonel St^hope. 

• Vide Jacob's Livet. 

«. To 



3. To Mr. A^dirpn^ occafiooed by tljc news of 
the vidlory obtainiS bver the < Rebels in $cqdai;Mi, 
by his Oacetie 6ukc blf Argyle, ' ' 

4. To Lady C^U^^ine Manners. 

5. The Lovers Parting. 

6. The Retreat. 

7. An '^pifHe from a Half-pay Officer in the 
Coimtiy, ^0 his Fri^'i ii} Towri. 

8. tTpon Relinous Solitude: occafioned by 
reading Hhe fhferiptibia o'6 the*Tomb' 6f CaCniir 
King of Poland, who abdicated his Crown, ' and 
fpent the remainder of his life in the Abbey of 
St Germaihs, nVar'lPairis, where he liei interred. 

o. A Paftoral in ImitatiDn of Virgirs Second 
Eclogue. ^^vjSil •« ^irAi.f. Y .vj^i. 

10. The 2d, 3d, and 4th Elegies of the Fourth 
Book of TibuUus. 

1 1 . Elegy. Sylvia to Amintor, in Imitation of 
Ovid. After Sylvia is enjoyed, fhe gives this Ad- 
vice to her fex. 

Truil not the flight defence o{ female pride» 
Nor in your boafted honour much connde ; 
So ftill the motion, and fo fmboth the dart, 
It deals unfelt into the hecdkfs heart. 

A Prologue to the Tragedy of Sir Walter Ra^ 
leigh, and an Epilogue to Mr. Southern's Spartan 
Dame. In the former he has the following beauti^ 
ful lines on Ambition ; 

. E 4 Ambition 
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Ambition is a miftrefs few enjoy ! 
Falfe to our hopes, and to our wifhes coy ; 
The held (he bafflles, and defeats the fbrong ; 
And all are ruined who purfue her long ; 
Yet fo bewitching arc" her fatal charms. 
We think it heav'o to die within her arms. 

Major Pack obliged the world with fomc Me- 
moirs of the Life of Mr. Wychcrley, which arc 
preFiXcd to Theobald's edition of that author. Mr. 
Jacob mentions a piece of his which he faw in 
MS. entitled Religion and Fhilofophy, which, fays 
he, with his other works, .dcmonflrate the author 
ro be a polite writer, and a man of wit and gal- , 
lantry. , - . - 

This amiable gentleman died at Aberdeen in 
Scotland, in the month of September 1728, colo* 
nel Montague*8 regiment, in which he was then a 
m^or, being quartered there. 
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Sir William Dawes, Baronet 
(Archbifhop of York.) 

THIS rcvd. prelate w«i8 dcfcendcd from an 
ancient, and honourable fanfiily in the coun- 
ty of EiTex i he was educated at Mercbant-Tay- 
lorS fchooly London, and from thence elefted to 
St, John's College in Oxford, of which he was af • 
Urwards fellow. 

He was the youngeft of four brothers, three of 
whom dying young, the title, and edateofthe 
family fell to him. As foon as he had taken 
his firft degree in arts, and upon the family e- 
flate devolving to him, he reiigncd h's fellow- 
(hip, and left Oxford. For fome time he gave 
his attention to the affairs of his edate, but End- 
ing his inclination lead him more to ftudy^ 
than rural affairs, he entered into holy orders. 
Sir William' did not long remain in the church 
without preferment; his fortune, and family af- 
filed him to rife ; for it often happens that thefe 
advantages will do much more for a man, as well 
in the ecclefiaiUcal, as in other claffes of life, 
. than the brightefl parts without them. Before he 
was promoted to the mitre, he was made mafUr 
of Catherine Hall in Cambridge, chaplain to Queen 
Anne, a;id de;in of Booking. : 

}n tji^ year 1798 he. was confccratcd bifliop of 

Chcllcr, and in 171 3 was^ranflated to the arch- 

E 5 biflioprig 
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biihopric of York. While he was at the nnj- 
veHity, before he went into orders, he wrote the 
Anatomy of Atheifm, a Poem, dedicated to. Sir 
George Darcy Bart, primed in the year 1701, 8ro. 

The defign of this piece, as his lordfliip de- 
clares in the preface, • is to expofe the folly of 

* thofe men, who are arrived at that pitch of im- 

* pudence and prophanenefs, that they diink it 

* a piece of wit to deny the Being of a God, 
' and to laugh at that which they cannot argue a- 
' gainil.* Such characters are well dpfcribcd in 
the following lines, 

See -then our Atheift all the world oppofc. 
And like Drawcan^ make all men his foes. 
See with what faucy piide he does pretend. 
His mi fer father's notions to amend, 
HcfTs Plutarch, Plato, Pliny, Seneca, 
And bids even Cicero himfelf give way. 
l>l!s ail the world, they follow a falfe lights 
And he alone, of all mankind is right. 
Thus, like a madman, who when all alone. 
Thinks htmficif King, and every chair a 

dicone^ 
Drunk with co;iceit, and foolifti impudence. 
He prides himfelf in his abounding fenie. 

This prelate is faid to have united the geitdeinan, 
and the divine, which both (hone out with e^ aal 
luHre in him. He was efteemed in his time a v^ 
I opular preacher'; his piety was great, and cpnfjbi* 
cuous ; his charity and benevoknce equalled '#y 
few, and bis good nature, and humanity the oietiL 
extend ve. 

Onr author died in the 53d year of his ave, 
April 30, 1724. We have no account of any Hi- 
ther of his grace's poetical works, piotaMy the 
a -^afiatfr 
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iwfinefs of bis bi^ ftatioii djver;^ 4 ^' W9A fC^P- 
the* sraulcmcnb pf poetry. 

The arc]^|;>;(hop has written fcvej-al fcrnjons up- 
^n ih*^ Et^rnltj;' of Hell Torments^ a dod^inc whicK 
^e ^ Uboured W viiiiUcace V 8^^^^ hrmpa^ upoi^ 
varioo^ 9|h$r (opji^ 






^T? {US' gentleman was defcended from' the an* 
X cicnt hoo^e 6T Coi^reve in StaiFordfhire, biic 
antfaors dificn as to the i>lace of his birch ; fome 
contend that h^ was born m Ireland *, others that he 
drew his BA breath at the villai;e of Bardfa> near 
I^eeds in Yorkihire,' which was the. ellate of a near 
nelation o£ . his by his mother's fide. Mr. Jacob, 
in his preface to the Livet of the Poets, has ih^ 
Jbnnea ns;. that he had the advice and affiftaiite 
of Mr. Congreve iii that work, who conununics^t- 
cd to him many particulars of the lives of cbtein- 
f&nLty writers, as well as of himfelf, and as Mr.: 
Congteve can hardly be thought ignorant bf the 
pl^ce of his own birth, a^d Mr. Jacob h^s 
aiOerted it to be in England,, no' room is- left' to 
doubt of it. The learned antiquary of Ireland, 
Sir James Ware, has reckoned our author ^mdngil 
kis own coi^ntry worthies, from thb relation of 

^ Cencnd Didiooanr. 

E6 S 
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* Southern j but Mr. Congreve's own account, if Ja- 
cob may be relied on, is more than equal' to that 
of Southern, who poflibly might be miAaken.. 

About the year 1671, or 1672, our author was 
born, and his father carried him, when a child, 
into Ireland^ where he then had a ccmmand in 
the army, but afterwards was entrufted mth the 
management of a confiderable eUate, belonging 
to the noble family of Burlington, which fixed his 
refidcnce there *. Mr. Congreve received the firft 
tindlure of letters in the great fchool of Kilkeiu 
ny, and, according to common report, gave early 
proofs of a poetical genius ; his firil attempt In 
poetry was a copy of verfes on the death of hii 
mafter*s Magpye. 

He went from the fchool of Kilkenny to the 
univerfity of Dublin, where under, the dire^on of 
Dr. George A(h, he acquired a general knowledge 
of the clafHcs. His father, who was defirous that 
his iludies fhould be direded to a profitable «c(i- 
ployment, fent him over to England a little tfier 
the revolution, and placed him as a (ludcnt in the 
Middle-Temple. But the fev«.re lludy of the Law 
was fo ill adapted to the fprightly genius of Cm- 
greve, that he never attempted to reconcile himfelf 
to a way of life, for which he had the greateft 4LTer* 
fion. But however he difappointed his friends with 
refped to the proficiency they expeded him to make 
in the Law ; yet it is certain he was not negligent 
in thofe fludies to which his genius led him. 

Mr. Congreve's firft performance, written when 
b t a youth of feventeen, was a Novel, dedicat- 
ed to Mrs. Katherine Levefon, wliich gftTe 
proof, not only of a great vivacity of wit, but:'al- 
fo a fluency of ilile, and a folid judgment.^ He was 
confcious that young men in their early prodaAi. 
ens generally aimed at a florid ftile, and enthufi. 

• WiUbn't McoMJis of Con^ievc. 

aftic 
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aftic dcfcriptions, without any regard to the plot, 
fable, or lubfervicncy of the parts j for this rca- 
fon he formed .1 new model, and gave an exam- 
ple how works of that kind (hould be written. He 
purfued a regular plan, obfcrved a general moral, 
and carried on a connexion, as well as dilHndtiou, 
between his charaflers. 

This performance is entitled Incognita, or Love 
and Duty Reconciled ; it has been afi'erted that this 
is a real hiftory, and though the fcenc i:> laid in 
Italy, the adventures happened in England ; 
it is not our bufn.eTs to enter into the i'eciet 
hillory of this entertaining piece, or to attempt 
giving the reader a key to what the writer took 
10 much pains to conceal. It appears fro^ this 
piece, that Mr. Congrevc aimed at perfedtion from 
the very beginning, and his defign' in writing this 
novel, was to ihew, how novels ought to be writ- 
ten. Let us hear what he fays himfilf, and from 
thence we Hiall entertain a higher opinion of hjs 
abilities, than could pofUbly be raifcd by the warm- 
eft commaidaticns. After very judicioufly ob- 
fcrving, thiit tljc:e is the fame relation bctWwcn 
romances and novels as between tragedy a.>d 
comedy, he proceeds thus : ' Since all traditions 

* muft indifpv.ubly giye glace to the drama, and 

* iince there ib do poflibility of giving that life 

* to the writing, or repetition of a ftory, which it 

* has in the a^ibu ; I refolved in another beauty 
' to imitate dramatic writing, namely, in the de- 

* fign, contexture, and refult in the plot. I hive 

* not obferved it before in a novel. Some I 

* have f- en begin with an unexpefted accident, 

* which has been the only furnri/.ing part of the 

* ftory, caufc enough to make t'le fcquel look 

* fl.it, t»;d ious, a d infinid j for *ti'j but realonable 

* the reader Ihould expefl, if not to rife, at leaft-, 

* to keep upon a level in the entertainment, for fo 
I he msly be kept on, in hope.^, that fomc time, 

• or 
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' or pther, it xn^y mend ; but the other is fucfa a 
' baulk to a man, lis 'carrying him up ftairs (o 

* (hew him the dining room, arid ^ftertv&rds' fpr^e 

* him \q inak^ i'lndal in the kitchen.' This I 

* have pot only' endeavoured to avoid, but' alfo 
' iiavc bred a pictbod for the contrary purpqf^ 
' The dcfign of this novel is obvious, after tKe 

* {irfl meeting of Ai^elian aind HippolitO,' widi 

* Incognita, and Leonora; the dime uliy ii in 

* bripgine it to pafs, niaugre all apparent obfb- 

* cles within the compafs of two days. How ma- 

* pv probable cafualtics intervene, in pppofition to 

* the maip' deligp,' viz, of marryirig two couple 

* fp cddly engaged in an iptricate ainour^ I lea%-e 

* th? reader at his leifure to foufidcr ; as alfo 

* ]M(hether every obftacle does not, in the prOgrefs 
« pf the ftory, afl' as fubfer\'ient to that j>urpofc, 
f which ^t lirft it feenis to oppofc. In a corned/ 1 

* this would be called' the .unity of ^£lion, here ^ 

* may pretend to no piorc than an umty of CQntr^- 

* vance. The fcene is continued in Florence fvm 

* the comtpjppcepient of the amour, and the iv&ji 

* from Brft to laft, is but three days.' 

Soon aft^r Mr. CoDgreve's return to EngTaiiS, 
he amufed hiipfelf, dusing a flow recovery fioih 
ii fit of ficknefs, wish writing a comedy* Cajtaja 
Souithem, 1^ conjunction with Mr, Dry den, ^v^ 
Arthur MaiiY^ayring, cki; reyifeii this perform ancf,. 
V^hich was the Did Baj;cheior | of which Mr- pry- 
dfn ftid, he pevcr fasv fuch a f^rft play in his* life, 
adding, " th'ftt 0Tk^ author not being Kquaiptcd Wi\^ 
the itage, or ^e town, it woutij be pity to have it 
mifcarry for want of ^ l*tllc aiSftance. Mr, TH- 
mas Dayejuaiit, who Jiad then the dire^ion of the 
TheatrcRoyal m Drut^ -Laie, had io U^ a 
fcnfe of theiperit of the piece, and ^^^ ^ 
charmed with Ac author's converf^ion, thai \t 
granted him'tbp freedom of the h^fufc b?forc his 
play cajgic on, which, according' WWipaJtin?*, 
'" ^ • '•- - ' - * . ^ 
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of thf^fp*^^ goremmccr, was noc only ac cc=;.3^ 
al, but an unprecedeoced fs\Q\ir. la ifcj cse 
Old Batchelor was aiici hct'ozz a num^roci, arc 
polite audience. The play was received %«:;3 ficA 
general applaute. ran NIr. Coogreve was ih<n co&- 
u4e:jed as a prop co the declining iiage, an J a r:/- 
io^ genius in dramstic poecry. le vbas zhli pu.*. 
and cne fingular tucc^'i which aoccded it upoa zh: 
ixage, chac intrcduccd our anchor co uie aci^^aia- 
taoce of the eorl of Hailifax, uho was then :jie 
profeiTed patron of men of wits ar.d who, bein? 
defirous to raife a man of (o praxis eg a gjeuiur, 
above thp neceSlry of too hail/ produdijc^, c^e 
turn one of :be coauniiHoccrs for liceciin ^ Hidtc^y 
coacbes. The earl bellowed upon kzm ioozi a:ter a 
plac^ in die Pipe-Ofiice, and gave hia likewiie a 
poft in the CuBom-Houfe, to the value of Dec i. 
per ainnnm. 

In the Jbllowing year Mr. Coagreve broogk; 
i^xm tbf ftagjp thp Double D<:aler, which met r.o: 
witli fo gDOoa reception as the former. 

Mr. Congrcye has informed us in the dedicatioo 
of this play, to Charles Montague, cfq; that he 
was very aiBd-Jous to learn from the critics what 
objedipDS could be found to it ; but, fays he. ' I 

* hav? heard nothing to provoke an anTwer. That 

* which looks mpQi like an objedion, doc3 not tf- 

* If tc in particul^ to this play, but to ail ; jpr 
.' TBpA that /ever have been wntcen, and that is 
"* fdfiloquy ; therefore I will anfwcx ir, not only 
' for my own fake, but to fave others the trouLlo 

* 10 ,whoin it may be hereafter objeded. I 
■' grant, that for a man to talk cp himfelf, appeal's 
' abfard, and unnatural, and indeed it is 16 in 
' mod cafes, but the circumilances which may at- 

* tend the occaiion, makes great alteration. It 
' often happens to a nian to have defigns, whicii 
' require ium to himfelf, and in their nature caa- 
! not admit of a confident. Such for certain 
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• is all villainy, and other lefs mifch'evous inten- 

• tions may be very improper to be communicated 

• to afccoud pcrfon. In hich a cafe, therefore the 

• audicnct- mull ob'erve, whether the perfoii up- 
' on the lla^e takes any notice ofthcni at all, or 

• no : for if he fuppnfcs any one to be by, • wheft 
' he talks to hiniielf, it is monftrous and ridico- 

• lous to the lail degree ; nay net only in thh 

• cafe, but in any part of a p'ay, if thcic is ex- 
■ prefll'd any knowledge of an audience it is in- 

• fuftlrnble. l^ut oth.rwife, when a man in a fo- 

• liloquy r^'afons with hinifclf, and pro^sand con\ 

• and wci<;h$ all iiis dcfigns, we ought not to imt- 
' gine that this nvdu oithcr talks to us, or to him* 
' fclf ; he is only thii.king, and thinking fuch miN 

• ter, as it were Vncxcufable folly in him to fpcftk. 

• But, bccaufe v^e arc concealed fpedators of ihtt 
' plot in agitation, and the poet finds it neceflk- 

• ry to let us know the whole myftcry of hit 

' coi..riv:ii ce, he is willing to inform us of tUs ' 

' pwiioi's thougl.ts, and to that end is forced to 

• make life of the expedient of frccch, no other, of 
' better wa\ bciii^ yet invented for the commanl* 

• cation ol' thought.' 

'I ow;(r<ls the cl< I'e of the fame year Queen Mtfy 
died. Upon that occnfion Mr. Congreve pro* 
diici'd an elegiac Pailoral, a conipofition which t&e 
admirers of thi: poet have extolled in the molft 
la\M(li terms of admiration, but which fcems not 
to merit the incenle it. obtained. " 

When Mr. fietterton opened the new hoofe at 
Lincoln's- Inn, Con^rcvctoolc pa'"t with him, and 
gave him his celebrated comedy of Love for Lovieb 
Sicn introduced upon the (Inge, with the moft eic- 

• Vet Mjifkwcil purpofcly tuples to him'*!' defignini to bt 
ovciltciiil hy Lor^ 'VowchyM^^ I iin loubtrilly .no nror in (bt 
coiuludb, :'.nil wr.i.t wt' a.t In the authcft Thii he ictni lUrc'to 
foigcti ur wuulU HOC rciDcoiUtr it* -. .. • ' 

traordi- 
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ordinary fucccfs. This comedy, with fome moic 
our author*0» was fmartly cnticifcd by the .ngcni- 
I Mr. Collier, as cuntnining IcAbns of immora- 
Yf and a reprefentation of loofe charadlers, which 
a never, in his opinion, appear on a (lage with- 
e corrupting the audience. 

Meflr*. Congreve, Dennis, and Dryden, engaged ' 
a vigorous defence of the Englifh iiage, and en- 
avoured to (hew the ncceillty of fuch charaflers 
ing introduced in order to be expofed, and 
ighed at. To all their defences Mr. Collier re- 
ed, and managed the point with fo much learn- 
If wit, and keenncfs, that in the, opinion of many, 

had the better of his antac;bnifts, efpeciall v 
r. Longreve, whofc comedies it mull "be owntd, 
ough they are admirably written, and the chi- , 
fters (Irongly marked, are fo 16ofe, that the/ 
ivc given great offence' : and furely we pay too , 
ar ror pleafore, when we have it at the expence 
' morality. 

The fame year he diiHngnifhed himfelf in ano. 
tr kind of poetry, vial, ati irregular Ode on the 
king Namure, which the critics have allowed 

contain fine fentimtnts^ gracefully expreiTed, 
it rejputation as a comic poet being fumciently 
labXilned , he was defirous of extending his fame, ' 
f producing a tragedy. It has been alledged, that 
me, who were j^ous of his growing reputation, 
Bthim upon this tafk, in order, as'they imagined, 
\ diminiih it, for he fccmed to be 6f too gav and 
Telv a difpodtion for tragedy, and in all likcli* 
ooa would mifcarry in the atteiript. However, 

In 1697, after the expcdation of the town had 
cen much raifed, the Mourning Eride appeared 
n the New Theatre in Lincohrs-Inn-lMclds : few 
lays ever excited fo great an ardour of expcSla- 
ton ai this, and very few ever fucccedcd t.) fuch 
H extravagant degree. There is fomeching new 
k the management of the plot; after moving the 

palfions 
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pafilo;)!^ qf the audience ^o the gre^teft cone^i^UV 
tiQn, he brings off his principal charaAers, "j 
niihes the guilty, and makes the play coQch 
happily. 

The CQntrpverfy, v^^ hav^ juft i^ow mentioa 
was' tKought to nave occaiioned a diflike in ) 




tha(, as sifi authqr prettily fays, 

Thf wojrld f Quid ^ot beai; it 



complfn; 
upQi^ wKi 



Tll\^ rSQcptioii *i5 yUy mf^ yrUh, 

ou^ juUiQ^'s' 4i(guft ^o 4c theatre;' _^,^ 

N£f . p^qnisy yirho w|ls h warm &ie|[i4 ^ Con^ 
n^d^ i^is fii>e bbie^v^tipn; ' thi;;; Mr. Cc^nt 
* cjuT^fd th^^a^^ cwly, ^d that ^omedjrl^fK 



Ic'ls ui(l that when Congrcve found h^ f]^ 
wi^h tu; i^Mifrjnt jH*;f^% kt capi^ ii\' a "Mlp 
on yi| flagc, Hua tfc5re4 tTi^ ^udtencc to fay? ^R^ 
fqt^^l, ^Vf ^Qutle of (j^iy ipi tjbcir ^ifli^^ i % 
nevpr 5nt?ri4<^ tQ' w^itt ||^i(i for the Tn^eatr^; II 
fMbmU his Y'orks to ih^ cqnfurjc Qi ijii potent crlci< 
Ii^ this p.^r^CMl*ir tc kept h!^ wor4iyitl> them, a 
a|^i^fv^^34Torereen the fate gf ^is pl'iy, hq tjj^ 
an an&plf Vtivcpgc, in liis Epilo^qq, 9F the race 
Uk^U Jii^rlcr^, who excitc^hy envy, jii^d TuppQrt 
bjj falfc: ide^s gf their gtwn i^iportance,' da^ 
10 Qg^ftitute ieinfelvc^ j^dge^ of vyk* wicl^oar"! 

juff pt^^tc^ftonB to it, Y% p'^y b^^ ^^% ^^ I 

umphcc} Qv^r it,s chfmie^r ae4 is now In |C£?it' 
t<;e^i ainongft die b^ftjiittgc^ Qf "Thcitri^^F^ii^ 
t^inments. ^ ^ - 

did not ^^ giy? m? th«* 9aufe bf Rocfnf s m Of 1 
de4th gf t>^ flpafcjjjis gf J^andfQrd., the " 
tH^ii duk^ ^f J^af^bprgug^' w^oh 
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lp{4 Vf^e fnd hio). cgmpoilog a paAoral to foften 
'gppf of tbay: i}lttftrsoiis iamily* which he ad- 
tSSd t$t ^ ^^4 tr^urcr Godolphin. 
Aboat the Tune time, 'the extraordinary racceTs 
tl|^ di4c^ of MadhoTQiigh^tarms, fumilhed htm 
li ii^f|^i|(h for :u)L 0<k to Qgcco Anne. la 
|db^. Fiii4ii^p Q4« kc celehmm ^e lord GodoU 
f • <<^)mf QPC^fioQ ^m diatnoblciiuo*s delight 
hoHI;-i;4POg to imitate the Greek Poet in bis 
ooriite ipaQQer of writing* by an elegant digreC- 
i; to lyhi^ 1^ added a criticifm on that fpe* 
I of f)C^t^* 

^3 iQ (^fyly.part^f hi* lif«« McCongreve had 
m|d ftmitfs mm people of a left extfoed ftati- 
^ i^ pf ^(e kfi w«! mgWy l<?nfiblc« and aerer let 

) an/ oppartunic/ of i^>(;wiog bif gotitode. He 
ate ^a Epilog u« to hiy old fdctod Soothe^n'a 
raged y q£ OroonoHo ; 4Qd Mr. I^i^den has aC' 
^k4g^d hi^ $^i^Uoc£ iQ th^tc^oflation dt Virgil : 
j: coatiibkfd ky Hii Vcdipn of ibe clerenth Sa- 
-^ of Jiivcj^^l, tp \\i^ t(9|ijUtioii of that poet^ 
tofhe^ ^Ko ty Mr- Pry4<»» tP wbom Mr. Con- 
ir^ wrpte a ^ opy pf Yet^ 09 hu Tunflatioo of 
b^tis. \i^ w^P^ !iti^wi(ir 4 PrQlogoe. for a Play 
t }^t, Pli^rles D^d<n>, full of kiodnefs lor tlu^ 
'^J gmkm ipt ^pd of T^^^gi^ fo^ hil fiuber. 
But the nobkJi ccllimony bf gav^ Qf bU filial re* 
ri to the m^mp^y p( k^* pct^pca} fathcc, Mr. 
9 Dryd^Q, was the fanegypp h<l wrote opbn 
works, coDtatoed in the dedication of Drydtn^s 
iro the duke of Newcaftl^. 
tr. Congreve C|:aiiil4te4 the third Book of Ovid's 
of Love i fojite f4voiLrite paiZag^s froin the Iliad» 
wn^ fomc l^pigranx?, in all which be was not 
cj^r^ful, though Sft the fapae timf; bd bas been ex- 
* by ills coicinpprarie* io tb^ fame attempts, 
^atbpr of th^ elegant Letter?, PPp long ago 
td under tt^e P^vine pf ^iu OfbQtoe, bas 
loine paioi to fci before his readen the ver- 

fion 
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fion of thofe parts of Homer, tranflatcd by o\ 
thor, and the fame pafl'ages by Pope and Ti 
in which comparifon the palm is very dcf( 
ly yielded to Fope. 

bur author wrote a Satire called Doris, celel 
by Sir Richard Steele, who was a warm frie: 
Mr. Congreve. He alfo wrote the ludgme 
Paris, a Mafque ; and the Opera of Semeh 
thefe, the former was adlcd with great applaufe 
the latter is finely fet to mufic by Mr. Eccles. 
laft of his Poetical Works, is his Art of Pie 
addreffed to Sir Richard Temple, the late vij 
Cobham. He has written many Profe Epifflet 
perfed in the works of other writers, and his 
on Humour irt Comedy, publiihed in a Ooll 
o£ Dennis's Letters, is an entertaining, anc 
red piece of ciiticifm : All his other Letto 
written with a great deal of wit and 
a fine flow of langnage ; and are fo happily 
mixt with a lively and inofienfive raillery, tj 
is impoffible not to be pleafed with them at di 
reading : we may be fatisfied from the pern 
them, that his converfation mail have bee 
ry engaging, and therefore we need not w 
that he was careiTed by the greateft men c 
time, or that they courted his friendihip by 
ad of kindnefs in their power. 

It is faid of Mr. Congreve, that he was a pa 
lar favourite with the ladies, fome of whom w 
the firll diiUndion. He indulged none of 
reveries, and affcdlcd abfcnces io peculiar tc 
of wit : He was fprightly as well as elegant 
manner, and fo much the favourite of Hei 
duchefs of Marlborough, that even after his > 
fhe caufed an image of him to be every day ] 
at her toilet-table, to which (he would talk 
the living Mr. Congreve, with all the fn 
of the moft polite and unrefcrved -conver 
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I. Bracegirdle likewife had the higheft venera- 
I for our author, and joined with her Grace 
a boundlefs profuiion of forrow upon his death. 
ne think, he had made a better figure in his 
ft ^Will, had be remembered his friendlhip he 
fefied for Mrs. Bracegirdle, whofe admirable 
formance added fpirtt to his dramatic pieces ; 
: be forgot her, and gratified his vanity by 
litDg to make a rich duchefs his fole legatee, 
I executrix. 

Mr. Congreve was the fon of fortune, as well as 
tke mafet. He was early preferred to an affluent 
mtioD^ and no change of miniftry ever afieded 
By nor was he ever removed from any poft he en- 
^ed, except to a better. 

His place in the cullom-houfe, and his office of 
actary in Jamaica, are faid to have brought him 
vpwards of 1200 1. a year ; and he was fo far 
I ceconomift,' as to raife from thence a competent 
Ikle. No man. of his learning ever nafsM thro* 
k with more eafe, or lefs envy ; and as in the 
■m of his reputation he was very dear to the 
nfeeft wits of his ' time, fo during his whole 
fe. he prefervjd the utmoft rcfpe^iil of, and re- 
ivcd continual marks of efleem from, men of 
pins and letters, without ever being involved in 
^r of their quarrcb, or drawing ujpon himfeU' the 
' IfflU^oFdiflafte, or, even diifatisfadion. 7*he 
[part of thelail twenty years of his life were 
: in eafe and retirement, and he gave himfclf 
I tiooble about reputation. When the celebrated 
luire was in England, he waited upon Congreve, 
I ptfs^d fome compliments upon him, as to the 
"on and merit of his works ; Congreve 
1 him, but at the fame time told that inge- 
I foreigner, he did not chufe to b^ confidered 
I author, .but only as a private gentleman, and 
light expected to be : viuted. . Voltaire 

anfwcred. 
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.anfwer^y * That if h'e liad never been^aSy 
. * but a private gentleman^ io all probabilit 
* had never been troubled ^ith that Tifit.* 

Mr. Voltaire upon this occafion bbfarVetj 
he was not a little difgufied with fo on&albiiJi 

piece of vanity : ^This was indeed the hi 

inilance of it, that perhaps can be pr o dn ccd 
man who owed to his wit and writings therepnti 
as well as the fortune^ he acquired^ jpretnidii 
diveft himfelf of human nature to foch a di 
as to h9.ve no confcioufnefs of his owninerit^ 
the ill oil abfurd piece of vanity that war en 
into the heart, of man ; and of all vaakf^ tl 
the greateft which mafks itfdf under *die tffet 
"^of the oppdfite quality. 

ToWaras the clofe of his life. He imni 
troubled with the gout; and for this tdtm 
the fummer of 'the year 1728, he made a ts 
Bath, for the benefit of the waters, yn/hett h 
the misfortune to be overturned^ in his ck 
from which time he complained of a pain 11 
iide, which was fuppofed to arife from 'foni 
ward bruife. Upon his return to Londoi 
perceived his health gradually dedinc, wUc 
bore with fortitude and refignatton. 

On January the 19th, 1728-9, he yielded Id 
breath, about five o'clock in die morning, 1 
houfe in Surrey-ftreet in the Strand, in di 
ty-feventh year of his age. On die fimdi^ 
lowing, January 26, his corpfe lay in In 
the Jerufalem-Chamber, from whence the ' 
evening, between the hours ef nine "and 'IB 
was carried with great decency and foleniaJ 
Henry the Vllth^s Chapel; and after ^ife 1« 
fervice was performed,, it was imerred in the Al 
The pall was fapported by the liolce 'of Jki 
water, earl of isodolphin, kvdCi 'dittiit kid 
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tiiiilifeony Vhe^dmmrable Geor^ BeAtl^, Ef<^ and 
Brqradier-J^heral Chun;hill ; and colonel Coiigreve 
followed his cbrpfe as chief mourner i fome time 
after, k heat and eWaht monument was ereded to 
his aeiiu>r/, by Henrietta dii'chefs of Mkrlbo- 

Mr. Cdttgreve*9 reputation is fp extenfive, and 
kia Works fo generally read, that 'any fpecimen of 
kis poetry, may be deemed fuperfluous. But find- 
iag an cjpifUe of our authors in the Biographia 
Bnttannica, not ihferted in his works, it may not 
be improper to give it a place here. It is addreiTed 
to the lord vifcount Cobham, and tbe ingenious 
antlionf infovin iis, that they copied it froin t MS. 
Very correCl. 

As m this poem ^here i^.a vifible. kllqfion to 
a&e meafuret» which thie wf\itx thbifght were too 
complaif^t to ! the French, it is evident it inuft have 
been penned but a very fmall time before his 
death. 

Of improving thejprefekit time. 

Sinceneft cridc of my profe, or rhyme. 
Tell how thy pleaAn^ Stowe employs thy time. 
Say, Cobham, wliat amnfes thy retreat ? 
Qr ftratagems of war, or fchemes of ftate ? 
t DisR thou recall to mind, with joy or grief, 
Great Marlbro^s a6Uoris r that immortaJ chief, 
>Whofeliigheft trophy, raisM in each campaign. 
More thah fuific'd to fignalizc a reign. 
Does tby repiembrance rifirig, warm thy heart 
With glory paft, where thou thyfclf Kad'flpart i 
Or do ft thou grieve iiidtgnant, now to fee 
I The fruitlcfs end of all thy vidorv ? 
To fee th* audacious foe, fo late fuudu*d, 
Difpute thofe terms for which fo long they fu*d. 
As if Britannia h6w were (\ink fo'T<^, 
To beg that peace (he wanted to beflew. 

Be 
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Be far, that guilt ! be never known that (ham 
That England ihould retradl her rightful claim 
Or ceafing to be dreaded and adorM, 
Stain with her pen the luftre of her fword. 
Or doil thou give the winds, a- far to blow. 
Each vexing thought, and heart-devouring woe 
And fix thy mind ajone on rural fceiiAS, . 
To turn the levelled lawns to liquid pUuns j 
To raife the creeping rills from humble beds. 
And force the latent fprings to lift their heads ; 
On watry columns capitals to rear. 
That mix their flowing curls with upper air ? 
Or doil thou, weary gro a n, late worlu negled. 
No temples, flatues, obelifks ered j . . 

But catcK the mofning breeze from fragnu 

meads. 
Or fhun the noon-tide ray in wholefome Ihadcs 
Or lowly walk along the mazy wood. 
To meditate on all that's wife and good : 
For nature, bountiful, in thee has join'd, 
A perfon pleafing, with a worthy mind. 
Not giv'n the form alone, but means and art. 
To draw the eye, or to aTlure the heart. 
Poor were the praife, in. fortune to excel. 
Vet want the way to uie that fortune well. 
\VhiIe thus ad o r n'd, . while thus with viiti 

crown'd. 
At home in peace ; abroad, in arms renowned ; 
Graceful in form, and winning in addrefs. 
While well you think, what aptly you exprefi ; 
With health, with honour* with a fair (fftate» 
A tai)le free, and elegantly neat. 
What can be added more to mortal blifs ? 
What can he want that ftands pcfTed of this ? 
What can the fond eft wifliin^ ir.c:liLT more. 
Of heay'n attentive, for her ur* iiuplorc ? 
And yet, r4 happinefs remains unknown,- 
Or to philofophy reyeard alone i, _, '• ... 
........ J. . . . :.•■ : Ht • r.J J . 

A pit 
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^1 \% I, iuipni£Hs*dy renders Tab 

/ JkMkM*^ Mwpes, and pleafare tarns to pain* 
ShooM hope and fear thy heart alternate tear, 
Qrloye» or hate» orrage^.^anxiooi care^ 
WlMttcvcr paffiooa may thv mind infeft, 

. (Wkcve it tliae mind whi^paffiont ne'er moleft?) 
^fliidft die pangs of fodi inteftine ftrife, 
ScOl tUiik the prefent day the laft of life I 
Defer not *till to-mc rrow to be wife » 
To-mdrmir*s fon to e may never Hfe ; 
Or flioa*d to-monoi r cnanoe to chear thy fight, 
Widi,her^r*ning, and unlookMr for light. 
How'gjratefiil will appear her dawning rays 1 
Its faroors imexpeded doably pleafe. 

^ . WliQ dii|s can think, and who fach thongl^ 

■ ' pmfttes. 

Content may keep his life, or calmly lofe. 
AU prooft of this, thon may*ft thyfelf receive. 
When letfnne from affairs wUl give thee leave. 
Come, fee idiy friend re^ir'dy without regret^ 
Forgetting care, or ftriving to forget, 
Ifi eafy contemplation, foothingtime 
With monds moch, and now and then with 

rhyme; 
Not fo roboft in body as in mind. 
And always nndejeded, tho* declined ; 
Not wond*ring*#t tbe world's new wicked wajrs, 
Com]^*d wiui thofe of otfr fore- father's days : 
For virtue now is neithec more or lefs. 
And dice is only vsM7'din the drefs : 
Believe'tt, ,men have ever been the fame; 
And Ovid's Golden Age is but a dream. 

We (hall conclude the life of this eminent wit, 
I .with the teftimony of Mr. Pope in his favour, 
loom the clofe of his poftfcript to the tranfla- 
don of Homer : It is in every refped fo honour- 
able, that it would be injurious to Mr. Congreve 

Vol. IV, N?. 17. F to 
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to omit it. His words arc * Inftead < 

' deavouring to raife a vain monument to a 
' let me leave behind me a memorial of my i 

* ihip with one of the nioft valuable men, a 

* as the fineft writers of my age and coiumy. 
' whd has tried, and knows by his own exM 
' how hard an undertaking it is to do juB 

* Homer, and one who Vm fure fincerely re 

* with me at the period of my labours. T< 
« therefore, having brought this long work 

* conclufion, T dehre to dedicate it, and hai 
' honour and fsti^fadUon of placing togeth;.TJ 

* manner, the names of Mr. Congreve and oi 

A. PC 
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anticn: tV 
Uy from I :^< 
:ar to be of 
cry liberal ec 
his poctiy, an 
:h he difcovcr 
Kwhat remarkable^ 
when the fpirit of 
ined, when Otway 
den was approachin| 
ild then bcgm to floanfl 
lid not have ejcpcdcd to'^ 
Te of mirth. 

4uch about the fame rime 

Sir John Vanbrugh; w\H 
dious reflection on the gcniuii nf 
r life to the ftagc, and reftored it tl 
ch before thtjr appearance had bei'T 
5 fir.king* Hsppy wonld it have been 
Id, and fomc advantage to the meinor/ of 
lie writers, if they h;id difcovercd their 
lOut any mixture of that licentioufnefs, whJ! 
Ic it pleafed, tended to corrupt the audi- 
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The firft flcp our author made into life, was 
the charadler of an enfign in the army. He y 
poiTeiibd of a v£ry ready, wit, . and an agree*] 
elocution. He happened fomewhere in his wis 
quarters^ to contract an acquaintance widi ) 
Thomas Skipwith, and received a parttco) 
obligation from him. He had very early di 
covered a taHe for dramatic writing, to impiv 
which he made fome attempts in that way, ai 
had the draft or out-lines of two plays lying I 
him, at the time his acquaintance conuneno 
with Sir Thomas. This gentleman pofie&d 
large (hare in a Theatrcal Patent, though he ve 
little concerned himfelf in the condufi of it ; b 
that he might not appear altogether rem]fi» J 
thought to procure feme advantage to the ftage» I 
having our author's play, called the Relapfe, to 1 
adled upon it. In this he was not difappointedi I 
the Relapfe fucceeded beyond the warmeft expcfi 
tion, and raifed Vanbrugh's name very Ugh 
jnon^ft the writers for the ftage. 

Tho' this play met with greater applanfe, than^ 
author expeded, yet it was not without itscnemM 
Thcfe were people of the graver fort, who bl^ 
ed the loofenels of the fcenes, and the unnaiA 
freedom of the dialect. Thefe complaints ladao 
\^anbrugh to make fome obfervations upon thcM 
his preface, which he thus begins, * To go abo 

* to excufe half the defedis this abortive biat 

* come into the world with, would be to pirovoi 
' the town w th a long ufelefs preface, when *u\ 

* doubt, fufiiciently loured already, by a ItdiM 
' play. 

* I do therefore, with all the humility of a,R 

* penting Tinner, confefs it wants evary thing— bi 

* length, and in that J hope the fevereft aiw 

* will bepleafedtoacknowledge^ I have not bei 

I »waBtd|| 
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ne. But III}' modefty will fiure attone for 
thing, when the world (hall know it is lb 
I am even to this day infenHble of thole 
lining graces, in the play (which feme part 
; town is pleafed to compliment me with) 
lomy and bawdy. For my part I cannot 
hem oat] if there wefe any obfcene ex- 
)08 upon the ilage, here they are in print ; 
tave dealr fairly, I have not funk a fyuable, 
ould be ranged under that head, and yet I 
e with a Heady faith, there is not one 
in of real reputation in town, but when 
as read it impartially over in her dofcc, 
ind it fo innocent, ihell think it no affront 
r prayer book, to lay it upon the fame 



I encouraged by the fuccefs of the Relapfe, 
ded to the follicitation of lord Hallifax, 
d read fome of the looie (heets of his Pro- 
V^ife, to iinifh that piece ; and after throw- 
m into a proper form, gave the play to the 
: in Lincoln s-Inn- Fields. Though Sir John 
greater inclination to ferve the other com- 
ret the requeft of lord Hallifax, (o eminent 
n of the poets, could not be tefifted. Sir 
8 Skipwith was not offended at fo reafonable 
tliance, and the Provoked Wife was aded 
with fuccefs. Some critics likewife objed- 
nft this, as a loofe performance ; and that 
ht the married women how to revenge 
ves on their hufbands, who ihould offend 



play has indeed this moral, that fuch huf- 
as refcmble Sir John Brute, may exped 
;gle£ted beauty, and a^ufed virtue, may 
/oked to yield to the motives of revenge, 
F 3 Und 
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and that the forcible follicitatioive of an agreeable 
perfoR, who not only demonilrates a valucy but a 
pa(Con for what the poffeifor flights, may- be fnf ' 
£ciently prevalent with an injured wife to forfek ' 
her honour. 

Though this event may oflen fall out» that die' 
brutality of a hufband produces the infidcKty of 
a wife, yet it need not be (hewn upon the ftege-; 
women are not generally fo tame in their natorct» ' 
as to bear negle^ with patience, and the natural ' 
refentments of the human heart will without -any 
other monitor point out the method of revenge. Bt* 
ixdes, every hufband ought not to be deemed a bnm^ ' 
becaufe a too delicate, or ceremonious wife, ihall, in ' 
the abundance of her caprice^ beilow upon him tliat 
appellation. Many women who have beheld thii 
rcprefentation, may have been* Simulated to imitate 
lady Brute in her method of revenge^ withoal luqf*- 
ing fullered her provocation. This play Tcrifiet ttl' 
obfer^'ation of Mr. Pope, 

That Van wants grace, who never wanted wfc* 

The next play which Sir John VianbiirgK: intM^ 
ditcedufon the ftage was iEfop, a Comedjri !■> 
two Parts, a^ed at the Theatre- Royal in Dmrv- 
Lane 1 6g8. This was originally written in Fieodit- 
by Mr. Bourfart, about fix years before ; but the 
fccnes of Sir PolidwHS Hog^y?: tb« Players, thar 
Senator, and the Beau, were added by our aotlior.- 
This performance contains a great deal of gent*' 
ral fatire, and ufeful morality; notwithftandin^ 
which, it met with but a cold reception from the audi» • 
ence» and its run terminated in about 8 or 9 days. 
This feemed the more furprifine to men of tafte» aa 
the French comedy from which it was taken^ way 
played to crowded audiences for a month togtAari 
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iir J<^ii has rather improved upon the orieinal by 
^pg new fcenes^ than fuffered it to be diniinifh' 
3 in a tranflationy but the French and the £»{;- 
Kfli talte was in that particular very different. We 
cannot better account foJr the ill fuccefs of tins 
excellent piece, . than in the words of Mr. Cib- 
ber^s Apology for his own Life, when fpeak- 
ii» of this -play, he has the following obfervatioh ; 
' The chacader that delivers precepts of wifdoni, 
' isy in Tome fort, fevere tipon the auditor, for 
' (hewing him one wifer than himfelf ; hot when 
* Mfy is his objeA, he applauds himfeif for bc- 
' in^ wifer than the coxcomb he laughs at^ and 
^ wSo is not more pleafed with an 6c£afion to 
1, than to accufe himfeif V 



Sir John Vaabragh, it is fald, had great facility 
u writing, and is not a little to be admired for 
Atfpirity eafe, and readinefs, with which he pro- . 
faced ills. plays. Notwithftanding his extraordina- . 
tf expediuon, there is a clear and lively iimpli- 
oty in bb v^it, that is equally dillant from the 
pedantry of learning, and the lownefs of fcnrrili- 
Ky. As the face of a fine lady, with her hair 
sndrefledy may appear in the rooming in its bright- 
ril glow of' beauty ; fuch were the produ6Uons of 
Vanbrugb, adorned with only the negligent graces 
of natare. 

Mr. Cibber obferves, that there is fomething fo 
catching to the ear, fo eafy to the memory in all 
lie wrote, that it was obferved by the adors of 
Ws tfintr, that the ilile of no author whatfocvejr 
«ve the memory lefs trouble than that of Sir 
John Vanbrugh, which he himfeif has confirmed 
ojr a pleafmg experience. His wit and humour 
was fo little laboured, that his mod entertaining 
(renes feemed to be no more than his conimon 
converfation committed to paper. As his concep- 
¥ 4 tions 
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tions were fo full of life and humour, it is 
much to be wondered at, if his mufe (hould 
fometimes too warm to wait the ilow pace 
judgment, or to endure the drudgery of formin 
regular Fable to them. 

That Sir John was capable of a great force 
thinking, appears abundantly clear from t 
fcene between JEfop and a country gentleman, ^ 
comes to complain of the bad condud of thofe 
power. The dialogue is at once fenfible and anij 
ted. i^fop (hews him what he reckoned the 
pi-eflions of the admintllration, flowed from 
prejudices of ignorance, contemplated through 
nji>»^ium of popular difcontent. In the interv 
between the iieau and the Philofopher, thef< 
the following pretty fable. The Beau obferve 
JE(op, » It is is very well j it is vtry well, 

* fpark ; I fay it is very well j becaufc I han 

* pair of plod ihoes, and a dirty (hirt, you th 

* a woman won*t venture upon me for hufba 

* — Why now to (hew you, old father, how 11 

* you philofophers know the ladies.— -I'll tell ; 

* an adventure of a friend of mine.* 

A Band, a Bob-wig and a Feather 
Attacked a lady's heart together. 
The band in a moft learned plea. 
Made up of deep philofophy. 
Told her, if (he would pleafe to wed 
A reverend beard, and take inflead 

Of vigorous youth. 

Old folemn truth. 
With books, and morals into bed. 
How happy (he would be. 

The Bob, he talk'd of management. 
What wond'rous LlefLngs Ileav'n f^nt 
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On care, and pains» and induftry ; 
And truly he muft be fo free. 
To own he thought your airy beaux. 
With powdered wigs, and dancing (hoes» 
Were good for nothing (mend his foul) 
But prate and talk, and play the fool. 

He faid, 'twas wealth gave joy, and mirth» 
And that to be the deareft wife. 
Of one who laboured all his life. 
To make a mine of gold his own, 
And not fpend fixpence when he'd done 
Was Heaven upon earth. 

When thefe two blades had done, d*ye fee. 
The Feather (as it mi^ht be me) 
^ Steps out fir from behind theikreen. 
With fuch an air and fuch a mien. 
Look you, old sentleman, in (hort. 
He quickly fpoaM the ftatefman*s fport. 

It provM fuch fun(hlne weather. 
That you mufl know at the firft beck 
The lady leapt about his neck. 

And off they went together. 

The reputation which Sir John gained by hit 
comedies was rewarded with greater advantages, 
than what arifc from the ufual profits of writ. 
ing for the ftage. He was appointed Claren- 
cieux King at Arms, a place which he fome time 
held, and at lad difpofed of. In Auguft 1716 he 
was oppointed furveyor of the works at Green- 
wich liorprtnl I he was likewifc made comptrol- 
ler-general of his Majcfty's works, and furvcvor 
of the gardens and waters, the profits of which 
places, colledively conddered, muft amount to a 
very conjQderable lum. 

F 5 I» 
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In fome part of our aathor*s life (for we can 
not juiUy al'certain the time) he gratified ai 
inclination of vifiting France. As curiofity ni 
doubt induced him to pafs over to that country 
he loft no time in making fuch obfervationi a 
could enable him to difcern the fpirit, and gentu 
of that polite people. His tafte for architeAun 
exciied him to take a furvey of the fortification 
in that kingdom ; but the ardour of his curiofic] 
drew him into a fnare, out of which he found grra 
difficulty to cfcape. When he was one day Air 
veying feme fortifications with the ftridleft ittcn 
tion, he was taken notice of by an Engineer, fc 
cured by authority, and then carried prifonci 
to the ]l$aftile in Paris. The French were con 
firmed in fufpicions of his defign, by fevera 
plans being found in his pofTefTion at the time hi 
was feized upon ; but as the French, except ir 
cafes of Herefy, ufe their prifoners with gentle 
iiefs aod humanity, Sir John found bis confine' 
mcnt fo endurnble, that he amused hixnfelf ii 
drawing rude draughts of fome comedies. This dr 
cumflance'rnifingcuriofityinFari5, feveral of cIm 
noblcfTc vifited'himin tne Baftile, when SirJokB 
who fpoke their language with fluency and ele 
gance, infinuated himfcif into their favour by dM 
vivacity of his wit, and the peculiarity of hit hO' 
mour. He gained fo much upon their aflMliiNU 
that they reprefented him to the French Kins; ii 
an innocent light, and by that means procured hi 
liberty fome days before the foil icitatioa came fioB 
England. 

Sir John Vanbrugh formed a projcA of balld 
fng a flately theatre xn the Hajr-market, forirfdcl 
he had intereft enough to ratfe a' fubferiptiOA di 
thirty pcrfons of qnality at loo 1. each, in .codl< 
deration whereof, every fubfcriber for hii oWf 
life, (hould be admitted to whatever entertaiu- 

mean 
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tnents AiouM be publickly performed iherCt. ^fM^' 
Qiit i'arther pay nicnt for ai trance, ^ ." . .' . 

On the nrll Hone ihat wa^ bid in diu.thieiure,. 
wer« tnfcribcd t))e wcnd^LimtWHiQ, «sftcdinf 
fliliieiii iQ a Idy of extraordinary h^^^ty, ;t)^m 
the c«kbraicii Eoail, nnd pride of thtt partv. la 
the jeftf I 706 wbetithis Kourc waj finlifeco, . Mr. 
, . B<;tttriDfi and hh copartacra put ihemri;lyea ui)^ 
^1 <lcftV dIic£\ion <>f Sir Joba VanbrugiijAnd Mr^ 
ll CoQgrcvc i iiriigininj :K«ftt the cjn^u^l of* two it)G|l. 
eminent aatLor:& wgu.i rcfbre tWr ruined affairi^. 
Ut they found their exjHjflatlons were too fab- 
gulne, for though Sir John wa« An expeditlotts 
writer, yet Mr. Lonj :vt; wai^ too jutliciouV to'Icjt 
anjr thing come unh^.Jhei! out of bh hands; bei- 
fidci* tv«ry propter convenience of a gfOiod tjie- 
aire had been (sicMc to Aicw the i^udlciicCA vaft. 
iriamphal piece of hitedur<% in wtticjiplayfl' 
by iQ«ani of the fpa ifncfi^ of ilic dame/ coula 
not be ruccerifully Te|jrf fcntcdj bccaule the 9&0f$ 
coatd not be di^indly heard. 

Not long before thii time the Italiaa Opera 

bc|au to ikal into En^bn^;} , but in a9 lude a 4ifr 

ptf^ and a^ unlike itlelf a?i polfible ; nbtWI^b; 

Ibnding \^hich the new monilcr plcafcd, thougn i^ 

hofd neither grace, me]^dy» nor adion to recomr 

mend it* To ftrikc in ihcrcforc with the pre* 

ViiliAg failtion, Vanbru|;h and Coneretrc ojpeiied 

their New Theatre in the Haj^-market, witk # 

^ ' rranflatcd Opera, fet to Italian mufiCr called Th^ 

^ Triiuiip^ QiLovcp bui it met with a cold recep- , 

\\m, Dcing performed onl^ tlu-ee. dayi, to tbio 

|. boitfe«* 

^ Imnaciliately upon the f^viltire of the Openly 
if VtnbrMgH produced hi» comedy c;^llcd The won- 
g. Merncy- gf|tatly improved froin the Bourgois i 
I, h mait of Dancour. The fucccfi" of this play 
^ wa^i noi equal to it» merit i for it h written in an 
g. ancomn of humour, andabonndi witlitbe 

I F 6 moft 
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moft lively ftrokes of raillery. The prof| 
gain from this theatre were (o very u* pro 
th^t Congreve, in a few months, jgave up h 
and intereft in the government wholly to S 
Vanbrugh j who being now fole proprietor 
houfc, was under a % neceflity to exert 
in its fupport. As he had a happier tal< 
throwing the £ng1i(h fpirit into his tranflal 
French plays, than any former author wl 
borrowed from them, he, in the fame feafoi 
the public three more of that kind, viz. 

1. The Cuckold in Conceit, from the On 
ginaire of Moliere. 

2. Squire Treelooby, from his Moiifi< 
Pourceaugnac. 

3.TheMiftake, from the Depit AjaodreuJi 
fame Author ** 

However well executed thefe pieces wcr 
they came to the ear in the fame undiftint 
utterance, by which almoft all their plays J 
qually fuffered; for as few could phunty 
it was not likely a great mcHny would applai) 

' In this iituation it appears, that nothing I 
union of the two companies could refh>re tfa 
to its former reputation. 

Sir John Vanbrugh therefore, tired of 
trical management, thought of difpofing 
whole farm to fome induflrious tenant, that 
put it into better condition. It was to Mr. 
Swiny, that in the exigence of his affairs* ht 
an offer of his aftors under fuch agreene 



• The two firft vtrc aevcr ^riattd ftvia Sir Jalui*i 
4iBrift, 
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falaiy as might be made with them ; and of his 
hottfe, cloat^, and fcenes, wicli the Queen's li- 
cenCe to employ them, upon payment oF the ca-. 
foal rent of five poands every ading day, and not 
to exceed 700 1. per annum. With this propofal 
Mr. Swiny complied, and governed that ftagc till 
anothor great theatrical revolution. 
- There are two plays of our author not yet 
mentioned, viz. The Falfe Friend, a Comedy; 
aAed in 1698, and A Journey to London, a 
Comedy} which he left unfiniflied. This laft 
piece was finifhed l^y Mr. Gibber to a very 
great advantage, and now is one of the bed co- 
medks in our language. Mr. Cibber, in his pro- 
logue, takes particular notice of our author's vir- 
tuous inmntion in compofing this piece, which, he 
fays, was to make fome amends for thofe loofe 
fcenes, which in the fire of his youth he had with 
more regard to applaufe, than virtue, exhibited to 
the pubuc : but this defign will be befl underwood 
by inferting che prologue. 

PROLOGUE. 

This play took birth from principles of tntth^ * 
To make amends for errors pad,' of youth. 
A bard that's now no more, in riper days, 
Confciotts reviewed thejicence of his plays : 
And tho^ applaufe his wanton mufe had fir*d, 
Himfelf condemned what fenfual minds ad« 

mir'd. 
At length he own'd that plays (hould let yoa 

fee 
Not only what you are, but ought to be : 
Though vice was natural, 'twas never meant. 
The itage (hould Ihew it, but for puniflimcnt f 
Warm with that thought his mufe once more 

took flame, 
KcfoW'd to bring licentious life to ihamc. 

Suck 
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Such was the piece, his lateft pen deftgn*d. 
But left no traces of his plan behind. 
Luxurious fcenes, unprun^d, or half coatriv*d ; 
Yet, through the mafs, his native fire furviv^d : 
Rough as r4ch oar^ in mines the treafure lay* 
Yet ftill 'twas rich, and forms at length a play. 
In which the bold compiler boaib.no merit. 
But that hi» pains have fav*d you fcenes of fpi 

tit. 
Not fcenes that would a noify joy impart^ 
But fttch as ha(h the mind, and warm the heart. 
From praife of hands, no fore accoont h< 

draws. 
But fix'd attention is, fincere applaufe. 
If then (for hard you'll own the taik) his art 
Can to thoie Embrion- fcenes new life impart ; 
The living proudly would exclude his lays. 
And to the boried bard reiign the praife. 

Sir John indeed appears to have been oft* 
en fenfible of the immorality' of his fcenes; 
for in the year 1725 when the company oi 
comedians was called upon, in a manner 
that could not be refifted, to revive the Pro«i 
vok'd Wife, the author, who was confcious 
how juftly it was expofed to cenfure, thooghl 
proper to fubftitaie z new fcene in the 
fourth a^ in place of another, in which, in 
the wantonnefs of his wit and humour, he 
had made a Rake talk like a Rake, in the 
habit of a Clergyman. To avoid which of- 
fence, he put the fame Debauchee into the Un. 
drefs of a Woman of Quality j for the cha- 
rafter of a Ane lady, it leems, is not reckon- 
ed fo indelibly facred, as that of a Church, 
man. Whatever foLieft he expofed in the pet- 
ticoat kept him at lead clear of his former im- 

patcd 
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pated prophanenefsy and appeared now to the 
ladience innocently ridicaloas. 

This ingenious dramatift died of a qninfey a^ 
kb honfe in Whitdiall, on the 26th of March 
1726. He was a man of a lively imagination, 
of a facetionsy and engaging hamour, and as 
he lived efteemed by all his acqnaintance» fo he 
died without leaving one enemy to reproach his 
memory ; a felicity which few men of public 
empioymentBy or pofieflbd of fo diftinguimed a 
gtmas,- ever emoyed. He has left behind him 
monaments of Ume, wftich can never perilh but 
mi\k tafte and policenefs.. 
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Sir Richard Steele, Knt. 

THIS celebrated genius was born in Irelanc 
His father being a counfellor at law» aji 
private fecretary to James duke of Ormond, h 
went over with his grace to that kin^dom» whe 
he was raifed to the dignity of lord lieutenant * 
Our author when but very young, came over int 
England ; and was educated at the Charter- Honi 
fchool in London, where Mr. Addifon was hi 
fchool-fellow, and where they contraded a friend 
(hip which continued firm till the death of tha 
great man. 

His inclination leading him to the army, he rod( 
for fome time privately in the guards ; in wind 
ftation, as he himfelf tells us, in his Apology lb 
his Writings, he firft became an author, a way o 
life in which the irregularities of youth areconfider 
ed as a kind of recommendation. 

Mr. Steele was bom with the moft violent pro 
penfion to pleafure, and at the fame time was miAe 
of fo much good fenfe, a« to be able to diieem th* 
extreme folly of licentious courfes, their moral on 
fitned, and the many calamities they naturally pro 
duce. He maintained a perpetual (hiigele betwcei 
reafon and appetite. He frequently fuTinto indd 
gencies, which coft him many a pang of remorfi 
and under the convidtion of the danger of a vicioa 
Ufc> he wrote his Chriftian Hero, with a defiga ti 

& 

• Oc&tral DliCdouMTj, toL ix. p* 395. 
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ix npon his own mind a firong iinprdEonof vinue 
and religion. But this fccrtt admanition to iii« 
contcicnce he judged too \^t'ak, arid thtrrefore in 
the year 1701 printed the booi: v.::h hb name pre- 
fixe^ in hopes that a (landing evidence agaisfx hLa- 
fdf in the eyes of the world, might the niore f:,rci- 
bly induce him to lay a rcflraint upon his defiret, 
and make him afiiamed of vice, fo contrary to Li» 
own fenfe and convi^ion. 

This piece was the firft of any note, and h cfleerii'd 
by fome as one of the Left of Mr. Steel 'j's works ; 
he gained great reputation by It, and rLcoinniv'ndcd 
himfelf to the regard of all piou& and good men. 
Bat while he grew in the cUcem of tlie religious 
and worthy, he funk in the opinion of his old com- 
panions in gaiety : He wa:» reckoned by them to 
have degenerated from the gay, fprightly compa- 
nion, to the dull difagrecable pedant, and they mca- 
fored the leaH levity of his words ar«d actions with 
the charaAcr of a ChrilUan Hero. Thus he found 
himfelf (lighted, inflead of being encouraged for 
hit declarations as to religion -, out happily thofe 
who held him in contempt for his defence of piety 
and goodnefs were chara£ters, with whom to 
be at variance is virtue. But Mr. Steele, who 
could not be content with the fuffraee of the 
Good only, without the concurrence of the Gay, 
fet about recoverinz the favour of the latter by 
innocent means : He introduced a Comedy on 
the fta^, called Grief A -la-Mode, in which, tho\ 
full of incidents that more laughter, and infpire 
chearfulnefs, virtue and vice appear juft as tncy 
eueht to do. This play was adled at the Theatre 
in Drury Lane 1702, and as nothing can make the 
town fo fond of a man, as a fuccefsful play ; fo 
this. With ibme other particulars enlarged on to 
bis advantage, recommended him to kine William,, 
and his name to be provided for was m the lall 
ublg-book worn by his niajcHy, 

He 
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He had before this time procnred a captain's 
coxnmifiion in the lord Lucases regiment, by the in- 
tereil of lord Cutts, to whom he dedicated hit 
ChiilUan ^lero, and who likewife appointed him 
his fecretary : His next appearance as a writer, 
was in the office of Gazetteer, in which he obferves 
in the fame apology for himfelf, he worked faith* 
fully, according to order, without ever erring againft 
the rule obferved by all minifters, to keep th»t 
paper very innocent, andinfipid. The reproaches 
ne heard every Gazette-day agsunil the writer of 
it, infpired him with a fortitude of being reinaik- 
ably negligent of what people faid, which he did 
not deferve. In endeavouring to acquire this ne- 
gligence, he certainly adted a prudent part, and 
gained the moft important and leading advantagjet 
with which every author (hould fet out. 

Whoever writes for the jpubllc, is fure to draw 
down envy on himfelf mm fome quarter or 
other, and they who are refolved never to be 
pleafed, confider him as too aflaming, and difeover 
their refentment by contempt. How mifenUe is 
the ilate of an author ! It is hb misfortnne in coda- 
mon with the fair fex. 

To pleafe too little, or to pleafe too much. 

If he happens to be a faccefsful writer, his friends 
who become then proud of his acquaintance, flatter 
him, and by foothing his vanity teach him tO over« 
rate his importance, and while he grafps at univer« 
fal fame, he lofes by too vigorous an effort, what 
he had acquired by diligence and applicadcMi : If 
he pleafes \oo little, that is, if his works are not 
read, he is in a fair way of being a great lofer by 
his attempt to pleafe. 

Mr. 
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kfc. Steele ftill continoed to wrke play's. In 
^j€Mr 17o$Mb Comedj, entitled the Tender 
fi^nAt or the Accomplimed Fools, was afted at- 
t^Tkisixft in Drnry-Lane ; as hit Comedy of the 
ia|«Lofert» or the LjeuUes Friendihip, was likeN* 
b-lik% year following, bodi with faccefst fo that* 
ktepotttion was now folly eftabliihed. 

im the year 1709 he began the Tatler, thefirft.- 
wthich fpas puolimed on Tuefday April the i ath,, 
i. die Uft on Toefday Tanaary the ad, 1710-1 1/ 
Hi paper greatly increrong his fame, he wa& pre*' 
«M to be one of the commiffioners of the mmp 
iia. Upon Utyine down the Tatler, htk fct up, in 
aiBertwith Mr. Addifon, theSpe^ator, which was. 
albmedfiomMardi theift, 1710-11, to.Decem^ 
rdus.6tk 1712} and. refomea Jane iBth I7i4t^ 
A oantinoed till Deccfmber the 20th, the laoMr, 

TIm Gnardiaa.was Ukewife piiUiihed'by them, ini 
MS,andin the Oftober of the fame year, Mr. Steek 

K. a pelittcaLpaperj; efititled the BngUfluntn. 
Kha iff&m^p Mr«;Steele> papers are markedi 
UhttkaJecctr T. luidin^ t|if ai fM conttdsed* tha; 
oft pi£toHqne'dcfcriptions of low lifey of which) 
^ was perfed mailer. Humour was his talent^ 
aagh notio mach confined to thatcaft of writing. 
* be an9^able of painting very tender fcenesi: 
itoeb his Confdous Lovers^ wmdbi' never fails to: 
aw tears I and inUbme of his Spedators he iiasf 
rttten in fo feeling a manner, that none can readi 
em without emotion. 

Ha had a fhrong inclination to find • out 
a hnmours of low life, and to make himfelf 
after of them. When he was at Edinburgh, as 
le of the commiflioners on the forfeited eftates, he 
le day made a very fplendid feaft, and whilo 
i iervants were furprized u the great prpjiara- 

tions. 
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tions, and were expecting every moment to cany 
out his invitations to the company for whom they 
imagined it was prepared, he commanded them to 
go out to the ftreety and pick up whatever beggan, 
and poor people they faw, and invite them to hit 
hou(e : The fervants obeyed, and Sir Richard fooa 
faw himfelf at the head of 40 or 50 beggars, to- 

§ ether with fome poor decayed tradcfmen. • Afte» 
inner he plied them with punch and wine, and 
when the frolic was ended, he declared, that be- 
ildes the pleafure of fecdine fo many hungry per- 
fons, he had learned from them humour enough for 
a good comedy. 

Oar author was a man of the higheft benevo- 
lence; he celebrates a generous a£lion with a 
warmth that is only peculiar to a good heart ; and 
however he may be blamed for want of ceconomy, 
cVc. yet was he the moft agreeable, and if we 
may be allowed the expreflton, the moft inno- 
cent rake, that ever trod the rounds of indidgencc. 

He wrote feveral poetical pieces, particalarljr 
the Engli(hnian*8 thanks to the duke of Marlbo- 
rough, printed in 171 1 ; a letter to Sir Miles Whar- 
ton, concerning Occafional Peers, dated March 5th, 
1713. The Guardian of Auguft the 7th, i?!^ I 
and the importance of Dunkirk confidered, in de* 
fence of that Guardian, in a letter ca th^ bai!i£ of 
Stockbridge : The French Faith reprefented in the 
prefent (late of Dunkirk : The Crifis, a Letter to 
a Member of Parliament, concerning the bill to 
prevent the prefent Growth of Schifm, dated Ma^ 
28, 1714; and his Apology for himfelf and hu 
Writings. 

Thefe pieces (hew how much he was difpleafed 
with the lad meafures of Queen Anne, ana were 
written to combat the Tory miniilry; to oppofe 

which 
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irUch )ie fet about procuring a feat in Parliament ; 
for wHich purjpofc he rcfigncd his place of commif- 
Boner of the ftamp-ofHce, in June 171 3, in a letter 
to the earl of Oxford, lord high treafurer, and 
Hfai chofen member of the Houfe of CommonSy 
fbr the Borough of Stockbridge. But he did no( 
long enjoy his feat in that houfe before he was 
expelled, on the i8th of March 171 3, for writing 
the £ngli(hman, being the clofe of the paper to 
called; andtheCrifis *. 

In 1 71 4. hepublifhed the Romiih Ecclefiailical 
Hiftory of late years, and a paper intitlcd The 
Lover j the firft of which appeared Thurfday Fe- 
bruary 25, 1714, and another intitled the Reader, 
which began on 1 hurfday April 22, the fame year. 
In the fixth Number of this lafl paper, he gave an 
account of his defign of writing the Hiftory of the 
Duke of Marlborough, from proper materials jn 
his cuftody : the relation to commence from the 
date of his grace's commiilion, as captain-general, 
and plenipotentiary ; and to end with the expiration 
of thefe commifTions. But this noble defign he 
lived not to execute, and the materials were after- 
wards returned to the duchefs of Marlborough, 
who left them to Mr. Mallet, with a handfome 
gratuity for the execution of Sir Richard's defign. 

Soon after the acceffion of king George the Id to 
the*throne, Mr. Steele was appointed furvey or of the 
royal (lables at Hampton-Court, and governor of the 
royal company of Comedians, by a patent, dated 
January 19, 1714-15. He was likewife put into 
the commifllon of the peace for the county of 
Middlefex ; and in April 171 5 received the ho- 
nour of knighthood from his majdily. In the iiril 

parliament 

• His expulHon was owing to the fplcen of the then pre- 
Tai!ing party; what thcjr dcfignM as a difgracc, prov'd an 
honour to him* 
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parliament of that king, he was chofen for Boroim& 
brigg in Yorkihire ; ana after the foppreflin^ the Ke< 
bellion in the Nordi, was appointed one otaie eopi' 
mifiionerB of the forfeited eftates in Soodaad, 
where he received from feireral of the nobility and 
gentry of that part of the united kingdom du 
moil diftinguilhing marks of refped. He contraAed 
a friendlhip while in Scotland, with one Hart, I 
Prefbyterian minifter in Edinburgh, whom he after' 
wards honoured with his correfpondence : Thii 
Hart he ufed merrily to flile the Hangman of the 
Gofpel, for though he was a facetious good-iittiir*d 
man, yet he had fallen into a peculiar way oi 
preaching what he called the Terrors of the Law, 
and denounced anathemas from the pulpit withom 
refcrve. 

Sir Richard held frequent converfadons wit! 
Hart, and other /miniflers, concerning the re 
iloration of epifcopacy, the antient church-govern 
ment of that nation, and often obferved that it wa 
pity, when the two kingdoms were united in Ian 
guage, in drefs, in politics, and in all eflentia 
points, even in religion, fhould yet be divided ii 
the eccleiiaftical adminiftration, which ftill ferves ti 
maintain a kind of alienation between the people 
He found many of the Scots well difpofed toward 
prelacy ; but the generality, who were taaght t 
contemplate the church of England, with as miKl 
horror as that of Rome, could not foon be prevaile 
upon to return to it. 

Sir Richard wilhed well to the interefts of xdigioi 
and as he imagined that Union would promote ii 
he had fome thoughts of proDofing it at court, be 
the times were unfavourable. The Prefbyteriai 
had lately appeared a^ve againft the rebels, an 
were not to be difobliged ; but fuch is now thegooi 
underftanding between theepifcopal and prelbyteria 
parties, that a few conceflions on the one nde, and nc 
many advances on the other, poflibly might produc 
2 a 
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I tmicable coalition, as it is chiefly in form, rather 

wa in arddes of religion, in which they difler. 

Jn the year 171 5 he publifhed an account of the 
fltte of the Roman Catholic Religion throagrhout 
At World, tranflated from an ItaLan manaicript, 
with a dedication to the Pope, giving him a rery 
particolar account of the fbue of rehgion amongft 
the Proteftai^ts, and feverai other matters of im^ 
portance« relating to Great-Britain ; but this dedi- 
cation is fnppoled to be written by another Tery 
eminent hand, more converfant in fubje^ of that 
natore than Sir Richard. 

The fame year our author publiflied a Letter 
from the earl of Marr to the king, before his ma- 
jefty*s arrival in England ; with fome remarks on 
my lord's fubfequent condufl ; and the year follow- 
ing a fecond volume of the Engliftiman, and in 
1718 an account of a Fiih-Pool, which was a 
project of his for bringing fi(h to market alive, for 
which he obtained a patent. 

In 1 719 he publiflied a pamphlet called the 
Spinfter, and a Letter to the Earl of Oxford, con- 
cerning the Bill of Peerage, which bill he oppofed 
in the Houfe of Commons. Some time after, he 
wrote againil the South-Sea-Scheme ; his Crifis of 
pofterity ; and another piece intitled, A Nation a 
Family ; and on Saturday January the 2d, 171 9-20, 
he began a paper called the Theatre, durine the 
conrfe of which his patent of governor of the 
Royal Company of Comedians, being fafpended by 
his majefty, he publiflied, The State of the Cafe. 
In the year 1722, he brought his Confcious 
Lovers on the ftage, with prodigious fuccefs. This 
if the laft and moll finiflied of all Sir Richard's 
€oinedies, and *tis doubtful if there is upon the 
ftage, any more infbrudtinc; that tends to con- 
vey a finer moral, or is better conduced in its 
defign. We have already obferved, that it is impof- 
iUe to witneis the tender fcenes of this Comedy 

without 
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without emotion ; that is» no m^n of feelii 
humanityy who has experienced the delicat 
citudes of love and aftedion, can do it. I 
chard has told us, that when one of the ] 
told Mr. Wilks, that there was a General w 
for Indiana ; he politely obferved, that he 
not fight the worfe for that ; and 
what a noble fchool of morality; would th< 
be, if all thofe who write for it would o 
fuch delicate chaitity ; they would then info 
honourable and virtuous deportment, by tb 
infinuating and eafy means ; they would fo 
the audience by the amiable form of goodn 
prefented in her native lovelinefs, that h< 
could refifl her charms, mufl be fomething 
than wicked. 

When Sir Richard finifhed this Corned] 
parts of Tom and Phil lis were not then 
He read it to Mr. Gibber, who candidly toh 
that though he liked his play upon the ' 
■ both in^the cad of the characters and executi 
them ; yet, that it was rather too grave for an 
lifh audience, who want generally to laogl 
Comedy, and without wbidi in their opinio 
end is not anfwered. Mr. Cibber then propoi 
addition of fome comic charadlers, with whi< 
Richard agreed, and faw the propriety and fb 
the obfervation. This comedy (at Sir Richarc 
quefl; received many additions from^and were s 

improved by Mr. Cibber. Our author ded 

this work to the king,who made him a prefent of 
Some years before his death, he grew pan 
and retired to his feat atLangunner,nearCaerini 
in Wales, where he died September the ift, i 
and was privately interred accordii g to hi& oiv 
fire, in the church of Caermarthen. 
^ Befides his writings above -mentionened, hel 
, on Satnrday Uie 17U1 of December, a vveekly 
in quarto, calle4:thc -Tow^-Talk, in a liac 
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hAy in tke comncry i and ^otltcr, mtiiled Af$ 
B*Tabk : He bad likemfe planned a cQmmf 
Ich he intended to call The School of Aakin* 
' -^" " As Sir Richard was beloved wben liviaa# 
'his lofs was fincerely regretted at ha dtwSu 
It was a man of undiffenibled, and exieniive Ibp* 
^olenee ; a friend to the Mendlefe, and ai nr 
I bis drcamftances would permtt, the faiher, of 
kry orphax! : Hts works are cbaHe, aod mut^ 
I he himfelf admired virtue^ and be drew her as- 
ydf as (he h : of his works it may be faid, & 

E George Lytdtmn in his prologue to Coriolft- 
ob^rves of Thomibn^ that there arc not in 

A line Wbdr dTying he could wiih to blot. 

ywz^ a Granger to the took diftant i|ppeemiC€' 

' en \y or malevolence , n ever jealoor of any maA^s ' 

owing reputation^ and fo far finom a^ogaciftt 

\v praife to himfeif, from hit coojon^OB wiA 

r, Addifon^ that he was the.ftft firlra defined him ^ 

diftingaiih his papers in t^ Speftator»^ ai)4 -ef- 

W the death of mat great 'mmi; was a fiMifyi^ 

fcutor of Ms fame, notwjthftapdiag^ an itfperfion 

idch Mr, Tickdl was fo- onjoft to throw apOR 

im. Sir Richard*! greateft errorwaa waat of qaoo- 

Oiny» as appears from the two fiaUowinginftaaeat 

|ated by the elegant writer of Mr. $avage*f lik, 

I whom that genclemaa communicated t&in. « 

,^ Savage was once defiled by Sir Richard* witk . 
wk'HSr c( the otmeft importance, to come very 
evrly to hit hotife the next morning. Mr^ Savagp 
leiime^as he h^pn)joiif^ «ha chariot at 

me* door, and Sir Richard waiting for \Am ttti^ 
'^gooat. What was intended^ and wbither they 
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' were to fp, Savage could not coojeAore, tnd 
' not willinz toMnouirei but immediately f< 
' himfelf with Sir Richard : The coachman 

* ordered to drive, and they.hurried with the ut 

* expedition to Hyde-Park Corner, where 

* flopped at & petty tavern, and retired to a pri 

* room. Sir Richard then informed him, tha 

* intended to publifli a pamphlet, and that he de 
' him to come thither, that he might write for 

* They foon (at down to the work. Sir Ric 
' dictated, and Savage wrote, till the dinner w 
' had been ordered, was put upon the table. Sa 
' was furprifed at the meannels of the entertainn 
' and after fome hefitation, ventured to aft 
' wine, which Sir Richard, not without reludl 
' ordered to be brought. They then iinilhed i 

* dinner, and proceeded in their pamphlet, w 
' they concluded in the afternoon. Mr. Savage 
' imagined his tafk over, and expefled that 
' Richard would call for the reckoning and re 
' home ; but his expedlations deceived nim, foi 
' Richard told him he was witliout money and 

< the pampVet mud be fold before the dinner c 
' be paid for ; and Savage was therefore oblige 
' go and offer their new produflion to fale for 
' ftuineu, which with fome difficulty he obtai 

* Sir Richard then returned home, having rel 

< that day only to avoid his creditors, and c 

< pofed the pamphlet only to difcharge his 
' Koning.* As Savage has faid nothing to 
contrary, it it reafonable to conje6lure thai 
had Sir Richard's permiflion to ufe hit nam 
the Bookfeller, to whom be made an offer < 
for two guineas, otherwife it is very improb 
that the pamphlet (honld be fold at all in fo I 
a time. 

The other ioiUnce is equally uncommon 
the former; 



Sir RICHARD -STEELE, iij 

Sir Richard having invited to his houfe a 
reat number of pcrlons of the firfl quality, they 
ere furprized at the number of liveries which 
Ronnded the table ; and after dinner, when wine 
id mirth had fet them free from the obfervacion 
r rigid ceremony, one of them enquired cf Sir 
ickardy how fuch an expenfive train of domefHcs 
)u]d be confident with his fortune ? Sir Richard 
ankly confefled, that they were fellows of whom 
e would rery willingly be rid. And being then 
Iked why he did not difcharge them ; he declared 
latthey were Bailiffs who had introduced them- 
sWes with an execution, and whom, fince he 
oold not fend them away, he had thought it con- 
venient to imbelliih with liveries, that they might 
lo him credit wbilfl they (laid. 

His friends were diverted with the expedient, 
ind by paying the debt, difcharged the attendance, 
btvine obliged Sir Richard to promife that they 
Ihonld never find him again graced with a retinue 
of the fame kind. 

He married to his firil wife a gentlewoman of 
Barbadoesy with whom he had a valuable Planta- 
tion there on the death of her brother, who was 
tiken bv the French at Sea as he was coming to 
EQelandy and died in France. This wife dyine 
tithout i/Tue, he married Mary, the daughter of 
Jonathan Scurlock of Langunnoc in Carmarthan- 
tilre, efq; by whom he had one fon, Eugene, who 
ted youne : of his two daughters, one only is liv- 
Qg; whicn lady became fole heirefs to a handfome 
Itate in Wales. She was married, when young, 
J the hon. John Trevor, efq; one of the judges of 
be principality of Wales; who fince, by the death 
f his brother, has taken his feat in the Houfe 
f Lords^ as Baron Trevor^ &c. 
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Andrew Marvel, Eiq;. -f- 

THIS ingenious gentleman was the foa of 
Mr. Andrew Marvel, Minifter and School' 
r of Kingfton upon Hull in Yorkflitre^ xai 
was born in that town in the year 1620 ^. He 
was admitted into Trinity College in Cambridp 
December 14, 1633, where he had not been long 
before his ftudies were interrupted by the follow- 
ing accident: 

Some Jefuits with whom he familiariy am- 
verfed, obfen'ing in him a genius beyond his years, 
ufed their utmoil efforts to profelyte him to then 
faith, which they imagined they could more eafi- 
ly accomplifh while he was yet young. Thej tk 
fair fucceeded as to feduce him from the college 
and carry him to London, where, after fomc 
months abfence, his father found him in a Book- 
feller's (hop, and prevailed upon hun to zecnni ta 
the college. 

He afterwards purfued his ftudies with the mofl 
indefatigable application, and in the year 1638, 
took the degree of bachelor of arts, and the fane 
year was admitted Ccholar of the honie, that is, 

-f- A di&ppoifitroent occafioned our tfarowiag thit life oirt 
of tke chroological order. B«t we hope the candid icadci 
will pardon a fault of this kind : we onljr wiih he may fiod 
nothing of more confeqaeoce to accnfe ut of* 

* Cook*t Life of Andrew Manrel, Efq; prefiied to the firft 
vdoBt of M^. Manrel*! Works, London I7a6« 

I d 
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At fbondatioii at Trinity College t. We have 
^iporcber account" of him for ieyeral years after 
UhMly^tketravelled through the xnoft polite 
■Mif -Ae world, bat in what quality we are 
r eercain, ^nnlefs in that of fecretary to the 
thafly at Conftantinople. 

While our author was in France; he wrote hia 
im-ealdtled Cuidam, qui legendp Scriptnranit de^ 
ij^t Fermaniy Sapientiam, Sortemque Authoris* ' 
oftriffimo Viro Domino Lanceloto Jofepho de 
anban Grammatomanti. 

The perfon to whom he addreflcs thefe verfea 
It an Abbot, famous for entering into the qua- 
kt of thofe whom he had never feen, and 
iM;iiefticating their good, or bad fortune froa> 
(^MpeSion of their hand-writing, 
flhinnglhe troubles of the Republic we find hin» 
lor -Co one Mr. Dutton, a young gentleman ; aa 
iptws from an original letter of his to Oliver 
Miiwel. This letter fent to fo extraordinary & 
ifjm by a man of Mr. MawelV coofequence^ 
mf ejficxte ^ reader's curipfity, with which 
i -i^dji be gratified. It carries in it much' 
r ibit ^liffheis and pedantry peculiar to the 
mt$9 end is very different from the ufoa} flile of 
ir aedtor. 

' May itpleaft your Lor DSHiFy. 
' It might perhaps feem fie for me tq feek out 
Olds to give your excellence thanks for myfelf . 
It indeed the only civility, which it is fit for 
e to pradife with fo eminent a perfon, is to 
\ty you, and to perform honeflly this work which, 
HI have fet me about. Therefore I (hall ufe the 
ne that your lordfliip is pleafed to. allow me for 

X Life obi fupn. 

Cr % writinj^ 
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writing, only to that purpofe for which you have 
given me it, that is, t3 rentier )ou fome accoq)rt 
of Mr. Du:ton. I have taken care to examino. 
him feveral times in the prefence of Mr. Oxen- 
bridge *, as thofe who weigh and tell over rao- 
hey, before fome witncfles e'er they takje charge of 
it ; for I thought that there might be poffibly tome 
lightnefs in the coin, or error in the telling, whick 
hereafter I might be bound to make good. There- 
fore Mr. Oxenbridge is the beft to make your ex- 
cellence an impartial relation thereof; I (hall on* 
ly fay, that I ftall ftrive according to my beft nn- 
derftanding to increafe whatfoever talent he may 
have already. Truly he is of a gentle, and waxen 
difpofiiion ; and, God be praifed, 1 cannot fay thic 
he hath brought with him any evil impremm } 
and I hope to fet nothing upon his ipirit^ bat 
what fhall be ef a good Iculpture. He hath an 
him two things, which make youth moft eafily to 
be managed, modelly, which is the bridle to vice^ 
and emulation, which is the fpur to virtue. And 
the care which your excellency is pleafed to take 
of him, is no fmall encouragement, and (hall be 
rcprd'cntcd to him ; but above all, I fhall labour 
to make him fenfible of his duty to God, for then 
we begin to ferve faithfully, when we confider 
that he is cur mafter ; and in this both he and I 
owe infinitely to your lordlhip, for having placed 
in fo godly a family as that of Mr. Oxenbridge^ 
whofe do^tVine and example are like a book and 
a map, not only indrudlmg the ear, but demon* 
ttratino^ to the eye which way we ought to traveL I 
ihall upon occafion henceforward inform yonr «• 
cellency of any particularities in our little aiRurs. 
I have no more at prefent but to give dumkt to 

t Mr. Tp*^n Oxfnbridgc, who wat made fellow of BtM 
Collc2^> cunnp the civil war, bnt cjeAed at the ReflontiM} 
he died in New England, and was a very eathaiUftic petfea, 

God 
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Cod for your lordfhip, and to beg grace of him, 
to approve myfelf 



• • 



Mr. MarvePs firil appearance in public bnfineft 
at home, was, in being affiftant to Milton as La- 
tin fccrctary to the Proteftor. He himfelf tells 
us, in a piece called The Rehearfal Tranrpofed, 
that he never had any, not the remoteft relation to 

J>ub!ic matters, nor correfpondence with the per- 
bns then predominant, until the year 1657, when 
indeed, fays he, ' I entered into an employment, 
' for which I was not altogether improper, and 
' which I confidered to be the mod innocent, and 

* inofFenflve towards his Majefty^s affairs of any 

* in that uforped, and irregular government, to 
' which all men were then expofed ; and this I 

* accordingly difcharged, without difobiiging any 

* one perfon, there having been opportunities, and 

* endeavours fince his Majefty*s happy rerurn, to 

* have difcovered, had it been otherwife.' 

A little before the Reftoration, he was chofen by 
bis native town, Kingfton upon Hull, to fit in 
that Parliament which began at Wcllminllcr April 
25, 1660, and again after the Reftoration for that 
which began at the fame place May 8, 1661. In 
this ftation our author difcharged his truft with the 
utmoH: fidelity, and always fhewed a peculiar re- 
gard for thofe he rcprcfented ; for he conllantly 
lent the particulars of every proceeding in the 
Houfe, to the heads of the town for which he was 
ele^ed ; and to thofe accounts he always joined 
his own opinion. This refpedlful behaviour gain- 
ed fo much on their affedlions, that they allowed 
him an honourable penfion to his death, all which 
time he continued in Parliament. 

G 4 Mr. 



xzS The LiFs of . 

Mr. Marvel was not endowed with the gift of dip* 
quence, for he feldom fpoke in the hoa(e ; but wa» 
however capable of forming an excellent jadgment 
of things, and was fo acute a difcerner oi cha> 
radlers, that his opinion was greatly valued » and 
he had a powerful influence over many of the 
Members without doors. Prince Rupert particu- 
larly efteemed him, and whenever he voted agree- 
able to the fentiments of Mr. Marvel, it was 
a faying of the oppofite party, he has been witk 
his tutor. The intimacy between this illuftcious 
foreigner, and our author was fo great, that when 
it waa unfafe for the latter to have it known where 
he lived, on account of feme mifchief which wai 
threatened him, the pr'.nce would frequently 
vifit him in a difguifed habit. Mr. Marvel waa 
often in fuch danger of aflailinationf that he wa» 
obliged to have his letters diredted to him in an- 
other name, to prevent any difcovery that way. 
Ke made himfelf obnoxious to the government^ 
both by his adions^ and writings ; and notwith- 
ftanding his proceedings were all contrary to his 

J)rivate interell, nothing could ever (hake his re* 
blution, of which the following is a notable 
inftance, and tranfmits our author's name with 
luftrc to pofterity. 

One night he was entertained by the King, who 
had often been delighted with his company : his 
Majefty next day fent the lord treafurer Danby to 
find out his lodging; Mr. Marvel, then rent* 
ed a room up two pair of flairs, in a little court 
in the Strand, and was writing when the lord 
treafurer opened the door abruptly upon, him. 
Surprized at the fight of fo unexpeded a vifitor, 
Mr. Marvel told his lordfliip, that he believed he 
had miflaken his way ; the lord Danby replied » 
not now 1 have found Mr. Marvel : telling him 
that he came with a mefTaee from hit Majefty» 
which was to know what he could do to ferve 




mmtSmwr w«s» in Jus 
itkwai BOtk luslf^cftf*! 
Mt ooauK to a Iommb caqil 
^lie told tke kwdtrnfoicr, 

■bod uf A niBOo s ijiviMUy b 
toirote in hit intocft. TIk loni 
B, tlut lib Miqeft/kadMdTaja 
oKiitSy in rtgnd to wlnck wmo^ hk 
know wliedicr diere was way j/bet m 
^ be pleafcd wkk. Thefe ofci» tf 
iridi ttc greateft ea rnclncfi , iMd ao 
im; he Cfrfd the lonl ticalncr, dbtf 
jbt accept it widi honon^ Ibr he 

It D ct i ay lilt comtiy uy ^jntMj^ bb voice 
itt intneft, 9t leas what he tcckoocd fti» 
ilf fiiTOor dierefbre which he h^ged of hia 
f» wat, that lie woidd eftecm hm as data^ 
abjeft as any he had, and more in hb po- 
kereft in rcjeding hb offers, diaii if he hadi 
sed them. The lord Danl^ finding ao ar-^ 
ts would prevail, toU hin, the Kin^ h$di 
I a thoofimd ponnds for hin^ which he 
he would accept, *ttll he coidd think 
• to aft of his A^eftf. Thb ht 
at lefifled widi the fame ttndftflnrff of 

■fu. 

t reader moft have abeadj takea node* 
Ir. Marvd^t chief fnpport was the pcafiOB 
d him by hit conftitQents, that hit lodgings 
mean,, iod confequendy hb drcomilancea. 
I drae could not be aAoent. Hb rcfift- 
lefe. temptatioDs dierefbre in fadi a fitoa*. 
was perhaps one of die moft heroic in--. 
I of patriodun the Annab of England can far- 
Bat hbcondnft will be ftin hdehtened into ». 
amiable lights when it i» reuted, that at 
10 die lord tro^orer had takca hb kte^i^ 
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was obliged to fend to a friend to borrow a gi 
As the mod powerful allurements of ri 
and honour, could never fcduce him U 
linquifh the intereft of his country, fo not 
the moft immenfe dangers could deter him 
purfuing it. In a private letter to a friend 
Highgate, in which he mentions the infoM 
hatrea of his foes to him, and their deng 
munhering him, he has thefe words; Prs 
magis occidere metuo quam occidi, non quo 
tam tanti sell i mem, fed ne im pa rat us moriar, 

* Befides, I am more apprehenflve of killing, 

* being killed, not that I value life fo much, 

* that! may not die unprepared.* Mr. Marvc 
not remain an unconcerned member of the 
when he faw encroachments made upon it 
by the civil, and ecclefiaftical powers. He 
that fome of the bifliojrs had formed an id< 
proteflantifm very diflFcrent from the true one, 
were making fuch advances towards poper) 
would foon ifTue in a reconciliation. Am 
thefe ecclcfiaftics, none was fo forward as 
Samuel Parker, who publiflied at London 16 
8vo. bifhop BramhaPs Vindication of himfelf 
the Epifcopal Clergy, from the Prefbyterian cl 
of Popery, as it is managed by Mr. Baxter i 
Treatife on tlie Grotian Religion. Dr. Pi 
likewife preached up the dodlrine of Non-i 
ance, which flavifh principle is admirably c 
latcd to prepare the people for receiving 
yoke. Marvel, whofe talent confifted in dro 
more than in ferious reafoning, took his owi 
thod of expoiing tliofe opinions. He wrote a 
called The Rehearfal Tranfpofed, in whickli 
ty fucce&fully ridiculed Dr. Parker. This 
crous sfFay met with feveral anfwers, feme 
oai, and others humorous ; we ihall not here 
merate all the Rejo'nden, Replies, and Ani 
verfiont apon it Wood hiimclf coofefit. 
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was an avowed enemy to Marvel, ' that Dr* 

* Parker judged it more prudent rather to lay down 

* the cudgels, than to enter the lifts again, with 
' an untowardly combaunt, fo hugely well verfed, 

* and experienced, in the then newly refined art 
' offporting, and jeerincr buffoonery/ And bilhof 
Bnmet tells as in the Hiftory of his own Time, 
' That Dr. Parker, after he had for fome ycara 
' entertained the nation with feveral virulent 
^ books, was atucked by the livelieft droll of the 
' age, who wrote in a burlefque ftile, but with fo 

* peculiar, and entertaining a condu^, that from 

* the Kine down to the tradcfnian, his book was 

* read with great pleafure. This not only hum- 

* bled Parker, but the whole party, for the author 

* of The Rehearfal Tranfpofed, had all the men 
' of wit on his fide/ Dr. Swift likewife in his 
Apology for the Tale of a Tub, fpeaking of 
the ufoal fate of common anfwerers to books, and 
how (hort-lived their labours are, obferves, ' That 

* there is indeed an exception, when any great ge- 

* nius thinks it worth his while to expofe a fooU 

* lib piece; fo we dill read MarvePs anfwer to 

* Parker with pleafure, though the book it aia- 
V fwers be funk long ago.* 

The next controvcrfy in which we find Mr. 
Marvel engaged, was with an antaeonift of 
the pious Dr. Croft, bifhopof Hereford, who wrote 
a difcourfeentitled The Naked Truth, or A True 
State of the Primitive Church: By an humble 
Moderator. Dr. Turner, fellow of St. John's 
College, wrote Animadveriions upon this book; 
Mr. Marvel's anfwer to thefe Animadverfions» 
was entitled Mr. Smirk, or The Divine in Mode ; 
being certain Annotations upon the Animadverfi- 
ens on The Naked Truth, together with a Short 
Hiftorical Efiay concerning General Councils, 
G Creeds, 
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Cmds, ulA Impoficions in Mattexi of KtBffon% 
printed 1676. 

Oiir author's next work was An Account ot 
the Growth of Popery, and Arbitrary Govern* 
xnent in England ; more particularly from the long 
prorogation of November 167^, ending FebraVx 
t5» 1676, *till the meeting of Parliament J^ 
15, 1677, printed in folio 1678. Our author » 
;i letter dated June 10, 1678, wrote thus 1 * Thpra- 
' came out about Chridmas lad here, a large book 

* concerning the Growth of Poptry, and Arbi- 

* trary Government. There have been great re^ 
' waixis offered in private, and confideraDlCy i» 
' the Gazette, to any, who would inform of the: 

* author, and Printer, but not yet difcovercd.. 

* Three or four printed books ilnce have defcnb« 
^ ed (as near as was proper to go, the man be- 
' ing a member of Parliament] Mr. Marvel to b^fc 

* the author, but if he had, he furiely could niQt 
' have efcaped being queilioned in Parliament^ ot- 

* fome other place.* This book was fo o&nfive to- 
the court at taat time^ that an order was puUiihed. 
in thcTe words, 

* Whereas there have been lately printed, f nd. 

* publiflicd feveral feditious, and fcandalous libeli; 

* againft the proceedings of both Houfes of tfar«^ 
' liament, and other his Majefty*s Courts of Juftice». 

* to the dilhonour of his Majefty's govenunenty andi 

* the hazard of the public peace , thefeare to giiqftr 

* notice, that what pofon locvcr ihall difcover tti|- 

* to one of the fecretaries of ftate, the printer, pab'^ 

* lifher, author, or hander to the prels of any oT 
' the faid libeb, fo that full evidence may be num 

* thereof to a Jury, without mentioning the ij|- 

* foaner, efpvMriallv one libel, entitled An Accooiit 

* of the Growth ot Popery; and another called 4^ 

* Reafonable Argument to all the Grand \fm§p. 

* &c. the difcoyerer ihall be rewarded as foUpirtl. 
; he B^ have' if^ poiuub for fuch difcovarr a» 
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oblerveSf that the King and t luu are < y. 
vndbeir th^ Uv$i i«4 thsit thi^ lo no ic 

^fig I^Aii fa« continttes to obey oii •-' So i ^ 
' fty9 h^ die kin^s of England, are m 
* foior ^ ochec pnnces, (ave in Mng more i Ig a. 
< ftoia in|«r»ag. their own fubje&» but ha as. 
^ Uq;e a fieli.M any of external felicity, wheroiit 
*■ to ejoerdfe their own wtoe, and to reward aatd. 
^ .aacoaragcit in others.. In (hort there it nothing 
^■that Gonei meacer the divine perfedion, thaki 
^ when the monarch, as with us, enjoys a capad^ 
^ 0^ ioinz ^ ^ S^^ imaginable to jnankino^ 
^ ibidu a ^UUty S all diat is fivil/ 

AftoriKg^^itracitig popery from earlier tUi^et^ 
Ijf begins ithb the Dutch war in 1665 ; but dweUa 
910ft won the proceedings at Rome, from Norenw 
iier US^t to my 1677. He relates the occafioa 
of idle Dutch war^ wews that th^ papifts^ tmd 
Iha Fcttidi in particular, were the true fpringi of 
a&Qiir cQondisf and draws the following pvEbun 

< it i^ fiich' athing, as cannot but for want of a 
^ word to exprefs it, be called a religion ; nor ii it 
' to be mentioned with that qivili^, which is other<> 
^ wife decei^t to i)e uKed lA fp^aking of the differ* 
*- CDces of human opinions about divine matters ^ 
^ VS|p ^ titker oj^H Jtadifm, or plain Turkeiy, 
t crhoflcftPaganiun^ Uierc is yet a ccrjUun Bona. 

! Jfidea 
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* Fides in the moft extravagant belief> and die 

* cerity of an erroneous profeffion may rendc 

* more pardonable : But this is a compound oi 

* the three, an extra^l of whatever is naoft ridicu 

< or impious in them, incorporated with more p 

< liar abfurdities of its own» in which thofe n 

< deficient; and all this deliberately cQntri 

* and knowingly carried on, by the folid iiApoJ 
^ of priefts, under the name of Chriftianity.* 

This great man died, not without ftrong fufpic 
of being poifoned, Auguft i6, 1678, in the j 
year of nis age, and was interred in the churcl 
St. Giles's in the Fields ; and in the year 1688 
town of Kingfton upon Hull contributed a fun 
money to ered a monument over him, in St. Gi 
church, for which an epitaph was compofed b] 
able hand ; but the minifler of that church, pio 
forbad both the infcription and monument to 
placed there. 

Mr. Wood tells us, that in his converfationj 
was very modeft, and of ^tw words ; and 
Cooke obferves, « that he was very referved am 

* people he did not very well know ; but a 1 

* delightful, and improving companion amo 

* his Siends.* 

In the year 1680, his mifcellaneoos poems \ 
pabUfhed, to which is prefixed this adVertifem 

* Thefe are to certify every ingenious reader, 

* all thefe poems, as alfo the other things in 
« book contained^ are printed according tq the e 

* copies of my late dear hufband, under his < 

< hand writing, both found finoe his deaths am 

< his other papers. 

H^taefs my hand, 

MARY MARVI 
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But Mr. Cooke informs as, * that thefewere pub« 
lifhed with a mercenary view ; and indeed not at 
all to the honour of the deceafed, by a woman with 
whom he lodged, who hoped by this (tratagem to 
fl&are in what he left behind him.* 

He was never married, and the fame gentleman 
obferves in another place, that in the editions of 
1 68 1, there are fuch grofs errors, efpecially in the 
Latin Poems, as make feveral lines unintelligible ; 
and that in the volume of Poems on Affairs of State, 
the fame miilakes are as frequent ; and in thofe, 
fome pieces are attributed to our author, which he 
never wrote. Mod of his Poems printed in Dryden'« 
Mifcellanies are fo imper fe£t, that whole ftanzas are 
omitted in many places. 

Thcfe Mr. Cooke has reftored in his edition of 
the works of Andrew Marvel, Efq; printed at Lon- 
don 1726, in two volumes, and corrected fuch 
faults as in either of the two former editions ob- 
fcure the fenfe : in this edition are alfo added, 
fome poems from original manufcripts. Great care 
has likewife been taken by Mr. Cooke, to retrench 
fuch pieces as he was fure were not genuine. 

Mr. Marvel, confidered as a ftatefman, makes a 
more confpicuous figure than any of the age in 
which he lived, the prccseding, or the fubfequent : 
He pofTefTed the firlt quality of a flatefman, that is, 
inviolable integrity, and n heart fo confirmed againft 
corruption, that neither indigence, a love of pomp, 
or even dangers the moft formidable, could move 
his fettled purpofe, to purfue in every refpedl, the 
intercfl of his country. 

That Marvel underflood the true intcreft of his 
country, is abundantly clear, from the great re- 
verence paid to his opinion, by fuch perfons as were 
mod able to difcem> and moil difpofed to promote 
its welfare. 

3 He 



t30 The Life of 

He ha« roccecdet) to a miracle in the drpll wajr of 
writine; and when he afTumes a feverity, andwritci 
feriouilyjus arguments and notions are far removed 
from imbecility. 

As a poety I cannot better delineate his charafter- 
than in tne words of Mr. Cooke, * There are few 
*■ of his poems (lays he) that have not fomethiag 
^ very pleafing in them, and fome he muft be al- 
' lowed to have excelled in ; mofl of them feem to 

* be the efFefl of a lively genius, and manly fenfe, 

* but at the fame time fcem to want that corre6tne(ii 

* he was capable of making. His moft finifhed 
*- pieces arc upon Milcon^s Paradife Loft, and opoii 

* blood's Healing the crown ; the latter of which il 

* very fatirical." 

On B L O O D ^s ftealing the Crowm 

WHEN daring Blood, his rent to have rtt* 
gai-d. 
Upon the Knglilh diadem diftrainM ; 
He chofe the caifoc, circingle, and gown, 
The fittcit niafk for one that robs the crown : 
But his lay-pity underneath prevailed, 
And, while he favM he keeper's life, he fiuFd.. 
With the piicft's velhnent had he but put on 
The prelate's cruelty, the crown had gone, 

* In his ftate Poems, is contained, much of th« 

* fecret hiilory of Lin^ Charles the. lid, in whidi 

* time they were all written. They were compofed 

* on various occasions, and chiefly to expofe a cor* 

* rupt miniftry, and the violence of thofe who 

* were for pcrfccuting all who diifercd from them 
' in opinion, lie ha fevcral Poems in Latin* foma 

* of which he tranilaicd into Englifh, and one in 
' Greek. They have rach their proper merit i lie 

* difcovcrs a great facility in writing the Latin 
f tongue/ Than 
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Tbec^ 4re i fmall pieces of his in profe, which 
f^ fliot to efcaDe obiervadon. From his letter to 
f John Trott, uiere feems to |iave been a friendly 
Dj^pondcmce between him and that gentleman. 
'fS TuaSfiix Letters, we may eafily judge what 
It of hb works are. labonred, and what not. 
It of all his pieces in Profe, die King's Mock* 
cedh.to both Honfes of Parliament, has mod of 
irit, and hamoor. As it will fbrnifh the befl fpe* 
nen of Mr. MarvePs genius for drollery, as well 
die charader of that princ^ and minifiry, we (hall 
le iniert it, as a performance of the mofl exqui'^ 
e homour we have ever feen. 

lis Majefty's moft gracious Speech to both 
Houfes of Parliament. 

lly Lords and Gendemen, 

I Told yon, at our lad meedng, the winter wai 
die fitted dme for bufinefs, and truly I thought 
^ dll my lord treafurer afTured me the fpring was 
K beft fcafon for fallads and fubfidies. I hope 
lotfore, that April will not prove fo unnatural a 
iDsdi, as not to afford fome Kind fhowers on my 
iKked exchequer, which gapes for want of them. 
~ leofyouy |>erhap89 will think it dangerous to 
e me too nch ; but I do not fear it • tor I pro- 
I you faithfully, whatever yon give me I will 
nj$ want; and although in other things my 
Ira may be thought a flender authority, yet in 
M, yoa may rely on me, I will never break it. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
I tan bear my (baits with patience ; but my lord 
nAirer does proteft to me, that the revenue, as it 

IV ftuids, will not ferve him and me too. One 
^ ainft faffer for it, if you do not help me. I 
Pl^eak fipcely u> yqu, I ^un undpr bad circum- 
fianQc^s, 
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ftanccs, for bcfidcs my harlots in fervicc, my R^ 
formado Concubines lie heavy upon me. I have a 
padable good cflate, I confcfs, but, God's-fiih, I 
have a great charge upon*t. Here's my lord trea- 
furer can tell, that all the money defigned for next 
fummer's guards muil, of neceJity, be applyed to 
the next year's cradles and fwadling.cloths. What 
ih.ill we do for (hips then ? I hint this only to you, 
it being yonr bufincfs, not mine. I know, by ex- 
perience, I can live without (hips. I lived ten ytan 
abroad without, and n«ver had my health better in 
my life j but how you will be without, I leave to 
yourfelves to judge, and tlicrcfore hint this only by 
the by : I do not infill upon it. There's another 
thing 1 mull pref's mote carneflly, and that is this : 
It fcems, a good part of my revenue will expire in 
two or three years, except you will be pleafed tc 
continue it. I have to fay for'tj pray why did yon 

ive me fo much as you have done, unlefs you re-. 

olvc to give as tail as I call for it ? The nation 
hates you already for giving fo much, and Til hnti 
you too, if you do not give me more. So that if 
you Hick not to me, you muft not have a friend ia 
England. On the other hand, if you will give mc 
the revenue I defirc, I (hall be able to do tboft 
things for your religion and liberty, that I have had 
long in my thoughts, but cannot effeft them with- 
out a little moie money to carry mc througbt 
Thcrefo.e look to't, and take noiice, that if yoa 
do not make me rich enough to undo you, it mall 
lie at your doors. For my part, 1 wa(h my handi 
on't. J'ut that I may gain your eood opinion, tho 
bell way is to acquaint you what I have done to dc- 
ferve it, out of my royal care for your religion and 
your property. For the firfl, my proclamation is ■ 
true picture of my mind. He that cannot, as in I 
glafs, foe my zeal for the church of England, doo^ 
not deferve any farther fatisfaAion, for I dedan 
him willful, abominable, and not good. Sonj 

mafi 
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mtLYf perhaps, be ftaftlcd, and cry, how comes 
this hidden change ? To which I anfwer, I am a 
chaneling, and that's fufHcient, I think. But to 
convince men farther, that I mean what I fay> there 
arc thefe arguments. 

Firft, I tell you ib, and you know I never break 
my word. 

Secondly, my lord treafurcr fays fo, and he never 
told a lye in his life. 

Thirdly, my lord Lauderdale will undertake it 
for me ; and I (hould be loath, by any adt of mine» 
he (hould fotfeit the credit he has with you. 

If you defire more inftances of my zeal, I have 
them for you. For example, I have converted my 
natural fons from Popery j and I may fay, without 
vanity, it was my own work, fo much the more 
peculiarly mine than the begetting them. *r would 
do onc*8 heart good to hear now prettily George can 
roui already in the Pfalter. They are all fine chil- 
dren, God blefs *em, and fo like me in their under- 
famdin^t ! But, as I was faying, I have, to pleafc 
von, given a penfion to your favourite, my lord 
Lauderdale ; not fo much that I thought he wanted 
it, as that you would take it kindly. I have made 
Carwel duchefs of Portfrnouth, and marry 'd her' 
fifter to the earl of Pembroke. I have, at my bro- 
ther's requcll, fcnt my lord lnche(iuin into B.irbary, 
to fettle the Protcllant religion among the Moors, 
and an Engliili intcrefl at Tangier. I have made 
Crew bi(hop of Durham, and, at the firll word of 
my lady Portfmouth, Prideaux bi(hop of Chicheilcr. 
1 know not, for my part, what fadious men would 
have ; but this I am furc of, my predcceA'ors never 
did any thing like this,to gain the good-will of their 
fcbje£ls. So much for your religion, and now for 

your 
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your property. My behaviour to the bankers i$ 
a public inftance; and the proceedings between 
Mrs. Hyde and Mrs. Sutton, for private ones, are 
fuch convincing evidences, that it will be necdlefs 
to fay any more to't. 

I muft now acquaint yon, that, by my lord trea- 
furefs advice, I made a confiderable retrenchment 
upon my expences in candles and charcoal, and do 
not intend to flop there, but will, with your help, 
look into the late embezzlements of my dripping- 
pans and kitchenftuff ; of which, by the way, upon 
my confcience, neither my lord trcafurer, nor my 
lord Lauderdale, arc jguilty. I tell you my opinion; 
but if you (hould find them dabling in that bufinefs, 
I tell you plainly, I leave 'em to you ; for, I would 
have the world to know, I am not a man to be 
cheated. 

My Lords and Gontlemen, 

I defire you to believe me as yon have feimdiiief 
and I do folcmnly promife you, that wbaifoovirr 
you give me (hall be fpecially managed with fflM 
fame condudt, truft, iincerity, and prudence, that 
I have ever pra£tifed, fince my happy reftoratiouL* 

In order to (hew the verfification of Mr. Marvel, 
we (hall add a beautiful dialogue between the re- 
folved foul, and created plealure. It is written 
with a true fpirit of poetry, the numbers are vari- 
ous, and harmonious, and is one of the beft pieces, 
in the fcrious way, of which he is author. 
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DiALOGVi between die Refirfred Soul 



V> The ««i|^ of thine iflUBoriadlliidd. 
QoTe bndijhead thy hdmet br^a 
Ballanoe d^ fwQid acaiBft tlie €|ht. 
:Sce where an anaf^ mourn as £uif^ 
^l^th filkctt bamen fpicadt die air. 
Now» ifdioobe'ftthatdn^difiM^ 
ladiit day^s combat let it (hue ; 
And (hew tiiat nature n^bils an ait 
To conqoer one zebUni heart 

P L B^AS n R E. 

Welcome the creation*s f^oeft, 
Xord of eardi, and heaven's helr^ 
Lay aiide that warlike creft^ 
And of natme's banaoet (hare : . 
Where the Soolt of (raits and flow*ii^ 
.Stand prepared to heighten yoim, 

^ O U L. 

I fup above,' and cannot itaff 
To bait fo lo»g4ipoa the wayv 

PLEASURE. 

On thefe downy pillows lye, 
Whofe foft plamei will thidier fly : 
On thefe roM8» fiiew'd fo jpWn 
Left one leaf th^fide 'IheiiUlkriiiik 



SOUL 
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SOUL. 

My gentler reft is on a thought, 
Confcious of doing what I ought. 

PLEASURE. 

If thou be*ft with perfumes pleasM, 
Such as oft the gOKls appeas'd, 
Thou in fragrant douds (halt fhow 
Like another god below. 

SOUL. 

A Soul that knows not to prefume. 
Is heaven's, and its own, perfume. 

PLEASURE. 

Every thing does feem to vye 
Which fhould firft attraft thine eye : 
But fince nonedeferves that grace^ 
In this cryftal view thy face. 

SOUL. 

Vi hen the creator's (kill is priz'd. 
The reft is all I>Ut earth dilguisM. 

PLEASURE, 

Hark how mufic then prepares. 
For thy ftay, thefe charming airs i 
Which the pofting winds recall. 
And fufpdbd the river's fall* 



S 01 
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SOUL. 

Had I bat any time to lofe. 

On t}us I would it all difpofe. 

Ceafe Tempter. None can chain a mind* 
Whom this fweet cordage cannot bind. 

C H O Jl U S. 

Earth cannot ihew fo brave a fight. 

As when a fingle Soul does fence 

The batt'ry of alluring fenfc. 

And Heaven views it withnielight. 
Then perfevere ; for ftill new charges found $ 
And ifthoa overcom*ft thou (halt be crown'd* 

PLEASURE. 

All that*8 coftly, fair, and fwcet. 

Which fcatteringly doth ihine. 
Shall within one beauty meet. 

And (he be only thine. 

SOUL. 

If things of £ght fnch heavens be. 
What heavens are thofe we cannot fee ? 

PLEASURE. 

Whercfoe'er thy foot (hall go 

The minted gold ihall lye^ . 
Till thou purcluife all below,^ 

And wax^ new- worlds to bay. 

SOUL. 
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Wcr't not fbr price who'd Valic gdd^' 
And that's wwdi nought that can 'bcfdJ 

PLEASURE. 

Wilt thou an the gloiy have 
That war or peace commend ? 

Half the world (hall be thv flared 
The oth^ half thy friend. 

SOUL. 

What friends, if to my felf untriie ? 
What flaves, unlefs I captive you ? 

PLEASURE. 

Thou (halt know each hiddehcaufei 

And fee the future time : 
Try what depth the centre draws'; 

And then to heaven climb. 

SOUL. 

None llntlier mounts by theHqgree ' 
Of knowledge, but humility. 

C HO R US, 

Triumph, triumph, viAorioos Soul $ 
The world has-iiOt <>Ae plealuremore : 
The reft doe|'l)ri^t)ejraiMl dNr^pcrii^ 
And is thine evcrlaftmg ftore. 
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We (hall conclude the life of Mr. Marvel, by 
prefenting the reader with that epitaph, which was 
intended to be infcribed upon his tomb, in which 
kh charadler is drawn in a very mafterly manner. 

Near this place 
Lieth the body of Andrew Marvel, Efq; 

A man fo endowed by nature. 

So improved by education, ftudy, and travel. 

So confummated, by experience and learning ; 

That joining the moH peculiar graces of wit 

With a imgular penetration and ftrength of judgment. 

And exercifing all thefe in the whole courfe of his life. 

With unalterable fteadinefs in the ways of virtue. 

He became the ornament and example of his age. 

Beloved by good men, fear*d by had, admired by all, 

Tho* imitated, alas ! by few ; 

And fcarce paralleled by any. 

jSut a tombftone can neither contain his charafter. 

Nor is marble neceflary to tranfmit it to pofterity. 

It is engraved in the minds of this generation. 
And will be always legible in his inimitable writings* 

Neverthelefs 
He having ferved near twenty -years fucceffively in 

parliament. 

And diat, with fuch wifdom, integrity, dexterity, 

and courage. 

As became a true patriot. 

The town of Kingfton upon Hull, 

From whence he was conhantly deputed to that 

Aflcmbly, 

Lamentin| in his death the public lofs. 

Have ereded this monument of their grief and 

gratitude, 

1688. 

He died in the ^8th year of his age 
On the 16th day of Auguft 1678. 

Heu fragile humanum genus ! heu terreftria vana ! 
Heu quem fpedatum continet uroa virum ! 

VoL.IV.N'. iS. H Mrt. 
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Mrs. Elizabeth Thomas. 

THIS lady, who k known in the world b 
the poetial name of Corinna, feems to ktf 
been bom A>r misfortunes ; her very bittereft enc 
mies could never brand her with any real crime 
and yet her whole life has been one contiBOO 
fcene of mifery *. 1 he family from which fb 
fnrung was of a rank in life beneath envy» am 
aoove contempt. She wa^ the child of mn and' 
ent» and inlirm parent, who gave her life wfhet 
he was dying himfelf, and to whofe unhappy co» 
llitution (he was fole heirefs. From her very bffth, 
uhich happened 1675, ^^ ^^s aiRided with fe 
vers and defluxion , and being over-nar(d| 
her conflitution was fo delicate and tender 
that had (he not been of a gay difpofition, ad 
poflefTed a vigorous mind, (he mull have beei 
more unhappy than (he actually was. Her f» 
ther dying when (he was fcarce two yean old 
»r.d her mother not knowing his real circoni' 
ilances, as he was fuppofed from the fplendoQl 
of Jiis manner of life to be ver)' rich, fome tncod- 
vcnicncies were incurred, in bellowing open hi« 
u pompous funeral, which in thofe times ws 

• Sec the Memoirs of Mrs. Thomas's Life, prefixed to 1 
vj!iim2 of Letters between her and Mr, Gwynnet ; the OD^ 
;.:■ y.'n*. ihit ii prefervcd concerning her. 

falhiOB- 
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ftble. T^ Utother of W pqetefi, in tie 
of etghtMi, WIS cdn^teiied «6 «h* -AMs' 
intOt opwards of 60, tf^n tka fWjpfOfiti. 
hii bmng wealthy, bat im wl^cW w-wm 
lifimUy deceived. When Atf |rieC^ M^ 

It wife may be'fu|)fK>red lo ft(AHDirut 
lad, Juul fttbfided, (he begiut to ek^jMiro 
• Aate of his afPairsy and fottml to her tfli- 
Ue nwrtificadoxi, that he died not Woftll 
mfiud pounds in the wpfld; As Mrs. Tho- 
me a woman <if good fenfe, iif^ i^mgk 

fte difpofed ef two houfes her halband 
»Dein town, the^orher Ui thr tcooniy of ISi^ 
nd. reitre4 into a private^ jbot^ecepl coin- 
Idng. The chambers in the it/epq^fer'M^ 
d poilefied, ihe fi^ld to her brotl^t 1^ 450 )» 
i^rwith her hii(h^ndVbooki'U>f ipJEi^o^ats.jAie 
lift her trufiM'shaads, who^tl^i^ iboiheir 
iQit o»t by the 6nin.th».^p9fetrbviSidit^ 

Temple (whioh bcoke oat::wi(hffi^K,iiri#^ 
b::die dead of night, that|he faved.Mpthing 
iltib) (he feft confiderably. Not Mngnblit 
ke.ont any biU, .ihe conld form no rtgii<- 
maady and was obliged to be determined 
hoaonr of her hmlband's dientSf wfao^- diourti 
s of the fiarft fafixiony behaved with yery littid 
r to her. The deceafed hid the repotatiott 
odicioas lawyer, and an a^compliftwd gen- 
I9 bot who was too honeft to thrive in^.bii 
ion, and had too much humanity ever 10 be* 
rich. Of all his clienth bitt ono lady ; be« 
with any appearance of honefty. The ebmi« 
ywaser of Wentworth having then loil her 
dangnter the ladv Harriot (who was-repated 
liibrefs of the doKe of Monmouth) told Mrs. 
las, * that (he knew ihe had £ large reckoning 
I the deceafed, bat, fays (he, as you knew not 
X to demand, fo I know not what to pay » 
e» madam, I will do better for yon than a 
Ha f random 
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'. rsuidom rockoning, I have now no 

* have tajcen a fancy to your daughte 
' the girl, I will bre^d her as my ow: 

* vide for her as fach when I die.* 
thanked her ladyflup, but with a litt! 
warmth replied, * (he would not part w. 

* on any terms i which the countefs 
fttch a degree, that ihe would never f 
and dying in a few years, left 1500 1, 
inheritance, at Stepney, to her chamb^ 

Thus were misfortunes early entaiU 
lady. A propofal which would hav< 
opulent for life, was defeated by ti 
able fondnefs of her mother, who li 
fer its difmal confequences, by tafting 
diBreil'es. We have already obferved 
Thomas thought proper to retire tc 
trv with her daughter. The hoofe wher 
ea was an eminent Cloth-worker's in 
of Surry, but the people of the houfc 
TV difagreeable. The lady had no coi 
divert her ; the landlord was an illiteral 
the reft of the family brutiih, and \ 
At laft Mrs. Thomas attraded the nc 
GlyiTon, .who obfer^'ing her at church 
didly drefTcd, follicited her acquaint 
was a valuable piece of antiquity, 
1684, in the hundredth year of his 
perfon was tall, his bones very large, 1 
ihow, a vcnerablcafpedt, andacompJe 
might (hame .the bloom of fifteen. H 
found judgment, .and a memory fo ten 
clear, that his company was very eng; 
vifits greatlv alleviated the folitude ol 
The lail vifit he made to Mrs. T 
drew on, with much attention, . a pair t 
ni(h leather gloves, emboli on the bad 
with gold embroidery,, and fringed roni 
plate. The lady could not help ex 
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p .to tauiw 1 ty o£ 
m Ainwd nv wucn wfA A 

F hid tht lionottr br it^r 
QifM EHsUMCh/ ! a 

R^ hibdf, fiyii j b Oiyi 
'Army&ke. Ihtt. nt n 

ItedMftr drewthi mj Irarwj I ■ 
"«» 'lielibiir'tbore wl xtyUtt, iwi li 
=^tad iflite yda |0t« the imtiiotjr oi ih^ 
l>WIMri, tike 'them/ MM "brtftA^'jAUA 
iH^^Iim ffom.' TW&UicliWiiik 
ifid idled m ti few dayi. 
^toiclemin** dcnth left het dgAin Without i 
tjon* fir^d m iini^iiriri«rii hofig tapoh her, viHtilf 
COplc of the h^uk i who guemny the eauffi ta 

Other Phyfieinti, of n tMW^^yttt cufl from ihf 
' He waft'^tMnuiii:.:r N , i! ■ nwt cnnjureK 
I fiiid to be rnti.'il^k i>i r.uiiu^ die devfl. Thfi 
Uiicc divcrrccl Mn. 'rhoman ivho fm9i|ln- 
If tfie man wliom they railed n eonjiifcr, 
ive more fenfe i}\ikn thry iimlcritaod. The 
i m^itcd m vifit har, nnd amiearei in a 
bliek Grogfnnir whkh he called hli Scho- 
!^r, t lonjj bctnU »^^ oihcr mark* of i 

EitJ-n! negftgence. He bfOa^tjl M hU iMp 
iCidil trinkctflj uritl playfd over hii tj^tu 

K htf !cf into the? fccrcti a^ *c pcrftirtJied 
'ilin! fhe might fee there wm nothing qf 
in the cafe. The two m6fi lim writable; 
I of hii prrformanrc were, firH lighting 
He If tt glAfii cf roM water (performed by 
i^ iht mm before with rliofi^horua, a 
iR fife which h ptTftrvt^cr in water find 
fhbrei and next rcadiTitf the fm^Hcl* print b? 
tfc of liJi !n the pntind, ■* :i liMHlrntl ynra* 
e'in the open air, ind dMtjtcft nlg|^t.. Tbts* 
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UHs performed by a large concave-glafs, 
(icep pointed focus, quick- iilvered on du 
tide, and fee in tin, with a focket for a 
icunce fafhion, and hung up againlk- 
^'hile the flame of the candle w<as diamc 
oppofite to the centre, the rays equally d» 
^ave ib powerful a light as is icarce en 
but on the leaft rariation from the focu 
charm ceafcd. The lady difccrning in tb 
a genius which might be improved to beti 
polies than deceiving the country people, 
liiin not to hide his talents, but to pufib luo 
the world by the abilities of which he item 
feiTed. * Madam, faid he^ I am now a f 
' aifcs, but I am finifhing a great work whi 

* make thofe affes fiddle to me.* She the 
what that work might be f He replied, ' 

* was at ilake if it took air, but he fon 
y a lady of fnch uncommon candoor, am 

* fenfe, that heihoald make no dtfficnlt]r i 
^ mtttihg his life and hope to her keeping 
women are naturally fond of beinff trunc 
fecrets ; this was Mrs. l'bomas*s fauing : 1 
found it out, and made her pay dear for 
rioiity. * I have been, continued he, man 

* in fearch of the Phildfophefs Stone* ar 

* mafter of the fmaragdine- table of Hermi 
^ megiftus i the green and red dragons of Hi 

* liufiy have alio been obedient to me, 1 

* illoflrious fages ihemfelves deign to vif 

* yet is it bat fince I had the honour to be 

* to your ladyfhip, that I have been fo fc 

* as to obtaui the erand fecret of projed 
^ tranfmuted fome lead I pulled <^ my 1 
' la(t night into this bit oi gold.* ■ Pleafi 
the fight of this, and having a natural pro 
to the lludy, the lady fnatched it out of th< 
fophcr*s hand, and aiked him why he had m 
more ? He replied^ Mt was all the lead J 
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* find.* Sho then commaimled her daughter to 
bring t parcel of lend which by in the clofct* 
and giving it to the Chymiil, dcfired him to tvant- 
nate it into gold on the morrow. He undertook it. 
tnd the next day brought her an ingot which 
weighed two ounces, which with the iitmoil lb- 
kmnitx he avowed was the very individual load 
Jht tavt him, tranfmuted to ^Id. 

8m began now to engage hun in ferioas diri:o'irro; 
and finding by hit replies, that he wanted inoncy 
to make mora oowder, (he enquired kow much 
woi^ make a ftock that would maintain itl'dlF ? 
He replied, one fifty pounds after nine monthti 
would produce a million. She then begged the 
ingot ot him, which he proteltcd had been tranf- 
aiatad from lead, and fluihed with the hopes ot 
fuccefa^ harried to town to examine whether the 
iagot wae true gold, which proved fine beyond <ho 
Jfauriard. The lady liow Aiily convinced of the 
tnidiof the empyric*8 declaration, took fifty pounds 
oot of die hands of a Banker, and entrufted hift^ 
with it. 

Tiw only difficulty which remained, wai, how 
to carry on the work without fufpicion. it \w\n\r 
ftriftly prohibited at that time. i-Ie was t)i ree- 
fers reiolvod to take a little houfe in another 
cooaty, at a few miles dillance from London, 
whore ho was to build a public laboratory, aa 
a proiefled Chymift, and deal in fuch medfi. 
ones as were mofit vendible, by the fale of which 
to the apothecaries, the expence of the houfe was 
to be defrayed during the operation. The widow 
was accounted the houfekeqpcr, and the Dr. and 
his man boarded with her i to which Oie added 
this precantion, that the laboratory, with the two 
lodging rooms over it, in which the Dr. and hin 
man lay, was a difierent wing of the buildin}; 
from that where (he and her little daughter, and 
maid-fervantrcfidedi and as (he knew (bmetime 
II 4 mull 
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scuftdapTe before any profit coulcl be cnn 
Ihc ;Buuiiaged with the atmoft frugality. The 
loeaA time a&d the part of a tutor to mil 
i^rlthmetic, Latin, and Mathematics, tj whic 
^ifcovered the flrcngeft propeniity. All thing 
ing projperly difpo(ed for the mnd operation 
vitriol furnace was fet to work, which reqv 
the moil intenfe heat for feveral days, nnha 
let Bre to the houie; the ftairs were con(i 
^in an inftant, and as it farprized theni mil in 
*£r£t flqep, it si^ a happv circumllance tlis 
life perilhed. This unlucky accident was 3 
lois to Mrs. Thomas : yet ilill the grand pi 
was in a fair way of fucceedine in the other 
of the building. £ut one misrortnne is o&tn 
.lowed by another. The next Sunday eve 

• while (he was reading to, and inAruding her 

• famUy, a fudden, and a violent report, like i 
charge of cannon was heard i the honfe being 
ber, locked like fk cradle, and the family wp 

, thrown from, their chairs on the ground. "! 
looked with the greateft amazement on eac 
ther, notguefiing the caufe, when the operator 
tending to revive, fell to ftamping, teariag 
_ hair, and raving, like a madman, crying om 
■ done, undone, loll and undone for ever. H< 
^ diredly to the Athanor, when unlocking die 4 
he found the machine fplit quite in two, the 
broke, and that precious amalgamum wtiicb 
contained was fcattercd like fand among the a 
Mrs. Thomases eyes were now fufiiciently op 
to difcem the iropnfture, and, with a very % 
countenance, told the empyric, that accidqnti 
happen, but means might be fallen upon, to p 
this fatal difappointment. The Dr. obfenrui] 
fo ferene, imagined (he would giant him 1 
money to compleat his fcheme, but (he foofl 
appointed his expefiation, by ordering him t 
gone, acd made Urn a prelent of five, giiii 
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,||ll hU defperate drctimjlinces (hoold induce him 

jlo take fome violent laeans of providing for himfelf. 

Whether deluded by a real hope ox finding ont 

^ jPJiilofopher^s Stone, or troifi aft ifaate princi- 
ple of vlll^myp car^nol be deternuned, but he did 

•J pot yt^t ce-ife KIs purfu^t^ a^d ftilL indulged the 
golden 4eiuiioa. He now found means to work 
upon t^e credulity of nn old mifer^ who> upoa 
the ilrength of his pretenfions, g&vc^ him his, 

, diiughcer m marriage, and embarkedall his hoisded 

, treafufe, which was very confiderable, in the fame 
clun;ierkal adventure. In a y^prd, the mifcr'sfbck 
w^s aifo loA, the ei^pyric himielf, and the daughtes- 
reduced te beggary. This unhappy affair brace 
the mifer'3 heart, who did not many weeks fut- 
vjv« the lofs of his caih. The Dr, alfo put a 
miferable end to his life by drinking poifon, and 
left his wife with two youne children in a iUte of 
beggary. But to return to Mrs. Thomas. 

The poor lady faffered on this occafion n great 
deal of inward ajigui^i ; Aie was afhamed of Iiav« 
in^ reduced her fortune, and impoveriihed hex 
dHld by liftening to the infinnations of a mtad- 
■l«A. Time and patience at laft overcame it;^ 

. tad when her health, which by this accident had 
b^fiP. impaired, was reftored to her, fha began to 

. ttr'«nion^ her huA>and*s great clients. SIm took 
|i bopA i]» Bfeoimibury, and by means e£ good 
ceconomy, and an elegant anpearance, was fup-> 

Eifed to be better in the world than Ave realty w^. 
er hufband's clients received her like one rifen 
. from the dead : Thev came to viiit her, and pro- 
mifi^d to ferve her. At laft the duke of Montague 
advifed her to let lodgings, which way of life fhe 
declined, as her talents were not fukcd for dealing 
wkh ordinary lodgers ; but added (he, * if I knew 
* any family who defired fuch a conveniency, I 
' would readily accommodate them/ I take you at 
your word, replied the dukc^ ' I will become 
H s « jrout 
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Fair Corinna, 
* I have fent your two poems back ftgun^ 

* having kept them (6 long from you : They ^ 
' I thought too good to be a woman*! s fome oi 

* friends to whom I read them, were of the i 

* opinion. It is not very gallant I muft confe 

* fay this of the fair fex ; but, moft certain i 
« they generally write with more fofineft 

< ftrength. On the contrary, you want nei 
-^ vigour in your thoughts, nor force in your es] 

< fion, nor harmony in your nambers} and 

' thinks, I find much of Orinda in your mu 

* (to whom I had the honour to be relattdy 

* alfo to be known) but I am fo taken up wkh 
' own Audics, that I have not leifnre to defcen 

* particulars, being in tl^ mean time, the 

* Corinna*8 

* Mofthumble, and 

' Moft faithful fervant 
Nov. 12, 1699; JOHN DRYD] 

Our amiable poetefs, in a letter to Dr. Tal 
BiQiop of Durham, has given fome farther pan 
lars of her life. Wc have already fccn that (he 
addrefled upon honourable terms, by Mr.Gwya 
of the Middle Temple, fon of a gentlenai 
Gloucefterlhire. Upon his firft difcovering his 
iion to Corinna, (he had honour enough to ren 
ftrate to him the inequality of their fortune, as 
afittirs were then in a very perplexed fitaation. 1 
objedion was foon furmounted by a lover, e(jp 
ally as his father had given him pofTefllon 0/ 
greateft part of his cftate, and leave to pleafe % 
ielf. Mr. Gwynnet no fooner obtained this, thai 
came to London, and claimed Corinna*s promif 
marriage : But her mother being thciy in a very w 

condit 
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ion, (he could not abandon bar in that dif- 
:o die among ftrangers. She therefore told 
jArynaet, that as (he had not thought fixteen 
ons in waiting for him, he could itot think fix 
I long in expe6Ution of her. He rq>1ied, 
d«ep figh, ' Six months at this timt» my 
nn^ is iilore than fixteen years have been ; 
put it off now, and God will put it off for 
.*-«— It proved as he had foretold i he next 
cut into ue country, made his will, lickened, 
mI April the i6th, 171 1, leaving his Corinna 
queft of fix-handred pounds j and adds fl)e, 
ow has been my food ever fince/ 
1 (he providentially married him, flie had been 
from the infults of poverty i but her duty 
parent was more prevalent than confidera- 
of convenience. After the death of her 
file was barbarouily ufed : Mis brother, 
die will, which compelled her to have re- 
to law; he fmothered the old gentle- 
conveyance deed, by which he was en- 
to make a bequeft, and offered a large 
r money to any perfon, who would undertake 
:kenCoriQna*scnarader^ but wicked as the 
U, he found none fo compleatly abandoned, 
perjure themfelves for the fake of his 
At laft to fliew her refpea to the memory 
deceased lover, Oie contented to an accom- 
ion with his brother, to receive 200 1. down, 
3ol. at the yeafs end. The firft payment 
ladc, and difiributed inflantly amongft her 
r*s creditors; but when the other became 
lie bid her defiance, flood fuit on his own 
and held out four terms. He carried it from 
tart to anothei-, till at lad 'it was brought to 
T of the Houfe of Lords ; and as that is a 
il, where the chicanery of lawyers can have 
ight, he thought proper to pay the money 
It a hearing : The gentlemen of the long- 

rooe 
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robe had made her fign an inftrument, that tb 
ihould receive the money and pay themfdvet : Aft 
they had laid their cruel hands mxm it, of ll 
200 1. the poor difhreiTed lady receiYM but 1 1 h 16 
which reduced her to the neceffity of abKondii 
from her creditors, and ftarving in an obfcmre co 
ner, till ihe was betrayed by a falie fiiaid, at 
hurried to jail. 

Befides all the other, calamities of Corimiay i 
had ever a bad ftate of health, occaEonedfaf 1 
accident too curious to be omitted. 

In the year 1730 her cafe was giren into tl 
college of phyficians* and was reckoned a very ft 
prizing one. It is as follows. 

. * In April 171 1 the patient iwallowed the nun 
^ die bone of the wing of a large fowl, bcin^abo* 
' three inches long ; 3ie had the end in her snoBt; 
' and fpeaking haftily it went forcibly down in d 

* ad of infpiration. After the. £rft forprize, ftc 
^ ing no pain (be thought no more of it ; in a ft 
' days after, ihe complained what (he eat or -drai 

* lay like a done in her ftomach, and litde or m 
' thing pafs'd through her. After three weekt ^ 

* ftrufiion, ihe fell into a moft violent bloody fln 
' attended with a continual pain at the -pit of .h 
' ilomachy conwilfions, and fwooning £ts:| norfta 

* ihe axi^ eafe but while her ilomach was diftrtdi 

* with liquids, fnch as imall beer, or groel : -81 

* continued in this mifery, with fame little intervd 
^ till the ChriiUnais following, when ihe was iin» 

* with a malignant fever, and the convulfions.ei 

* creafed to fo high a degree, that ihe crowed £1 
^ a cock, and barked like a dog, to the afiU 

* ment of all who faw her, as well as heiM£» J9 

* Colebatch being called to her relief, and fedi 
' the almoil incredible quantity of blood (he voido 
i faid it was impo&ble Ihe could live, hxring teiMi 
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er bowds. He was liownrer jpieniled mA 
£& means, which he (aid coold onlj be by 
ling off the moer coat of her ftomach, by a. 
: ftrong ▼onkr he did ib, and flie brmw^t 
faMr.Tcel m relb, fr and Ueediog ; nus 
dged the bone, which ipiit length ways, one 
ya^'d TolE by fiege, bkack as je^ the cartfla- 
tu part at each end confamcd, and (harp on> 
I fide as a raasor ; the other part is ftiU lodged 
in her. In diis raw and eztream liberie con- 
n, he pnc her into a (alifation, anknown to 
mother or herfelf, to cftiy off the other part,. 
*k (hiickeddieHi to fitch a degrte, that they 

foe Dr. Onrth, who" wkb mnch diffiadty, 

againft his jadgmenf/ was prevailed- on to- 
• it off, and afing a hading galenical method, 
beg^ to- recover fo mnch nrength as to be 
ed* in her bed, and receive nourifhnent : 
Ibe 4bon after was feized with the Iliac PafSon^^ 

for eleven dajs, her- excrements came trp-^ 
ds> and no paffage cobld be forced throng 

tkl one day by Dr. Gardi,' with quidi:.filver. 
sr a few* weeks it vetarned again, and tfie 
a medkine repeated, upon which (he recovered, 

fcrfome months was btought to be in a tole- 
le (late of hedth, only the region of the fplcen 
Ji-fweUed i and at feme times, when" tKe 

bone moved outwards, as it vifibly did to 

t and toach, was very painful. ^In- July 

3-,on taking too ftrong a purge, a large impoft- 
ae bag came away by ftbol, on which it was 
)o(ed, the cyftus, whicbthe bone had worked 
ttfelf^ being-come away, the bone was voided 
• ; but her pains continuedfo extraordinary^ (he 
ingly fubmittcd to the decree of four furgeons, 
> afpreed to make an incifion in the left fide 
the abdomen, and extradl the bcme ; but 

of the furgeons utterly rcjedUng the opera- 
\, as im^rafUcablCy (he bone being lodged m 

' tlic 
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« thecoloo» fent her to Bju)i> where ihis fband foi 

* relief by pumping* and continued tolf^rtbly w< 

* for feme years, even to bear th« fatig«^ of 

« eight years fuit at law, with an unjiift cxecvm 

* fave that la over-witfkingy ^tid Mden pafio 

* file uied to be p^iin^, bul not violo^t j 93A m 

* or twice in a year a di^char^e of deiMi «U. wi 

* fojne portions of a ikin, like thin kid loiAi 

* tinged with gall» which ihe felt break from i 

* place, and leave her fore within ; but .ike hoi 

* never made any ^ttf^mpt out-waids ^fter dia M 

* three years. Being deprived of a compolieait fb 

< tune, oy crofs accidents, (he has fnlEmd «tt d 

* extremities of a^ oloie imprifennieiii, if iiai 

< of all the nece0j|riet of life, iwd lyiM m ti 

* boards for two-yean may be termed fncb, dan 

* which time fhe never felt the bone. Bnl qa h 
' recovering liberty, and beginning to nfe OMCii 
« her ftomach, and belly, and head fwdlod m 

* monibous degree, apd (he was judged M^ Ajp 

* loping dropfys but no proper mcQirinci tafi| 
' place, (he was given over as incarable» itn 

* nature onexped^y helped itfidf, and in ttrdi 
' hours time by ftool, and vomit, ihe voided alio 
« five gallons of dirty looking water, which pmd 

* relieved her for fome days, but gadiered anit 1 

* the fwelling returned, and always aboandeavi 

* ahcAic, orfu(R>catinga(lhmainherflomack9 ■ 

< either a canine appetite or loathing. She li 

* lately voided feveral extraneous memhraBca dH 
' ferent from the former, and fo frcquc&t, thai 

* keeps her very low, fome of which (he ll 

* prelerved in fpirits, and humbly imploras fH 
' honours judgment thereon/ 

Under all thefe calamities, of which the abOft I 
a juft reprefeatadon, did poor Conniia labour % Uj 
it is difficult to produce a life crouded with ml 
evils. The finall foruii^e which her fatlttt'M 
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IT the imprudence of her mother^ was foon 
ered: Sk^np ftoner b^gao to tafte of life. 
H attempt was nuuit upon her innocence. 
flue was about being happy in the arms of 
iimble lover Mr. Gwynnet. he was fnatched 
ber by an imi^iature .fete. . . Amoqgft l\er 
Bili ff oyt u pcs^ 'flie'laboured under the difpldl- 
f Mr. Pope, whofe poetical majofty ihe had 
iidjr' pffimded, dnd who has ta^en care to 
Her lit fcn Dnnciild. Mr/ Pope had pnce 
IKd^^ TiS^htr, in eofiip«ny> with Henry 
Vtl,' Eiqj whofe letters by fome accident fell 
^'htndsV with fome of Pope's anfwers. As 
s^thatMntleman died, Mr. Curl foupd means 
sedle them ifem her, And iniAnldiateiy commit- 
ilkm'At^Hft. This fo enraged Pope, that 
^eiady wa^ very litde to hlbme, yet he ne^r 
^.'l*r. ■:■=' '■■ ■■■•i . ? • .>■ : . .'-.^ 

(fl^iny months after owr poetefs had been re« 
finom her elooffy; habitation, (he cook a 
lodfl;hig in Fleet flreet, where ihe died on 
I <of^F«»Q«ryr 1730, hi the 56}^ year- o£ her 
ttid wns two days after decently interred in the 
lof St; Bride's. 

'tftsmt 'CDPfidared^ as an awth^ft^ is o£ the 
Ihite, (he had hot fo much wit as Mrs* Bd^n» 
a, Manle^, nor had fo happy a power o£ In- 
nal painting ; bu^ her poetry is foft and deli- 
her letters (prightly and entertaining. - Her 
I were pablimed after her death* by CurU and 
»lames of Letters which pafs^d between her 
Ir. Gwynnet. Wc (hall feled as a fpedmen 
r poetry, an Ode addrcfTed to the dachefs 
tncrfct, on her birth-day. 
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An O D E, &c. 
I. 

GR E A Ty good^ and hit, permit an hnn 
mofe. 
To lay her duteoas homage at your feet : 
Such homage heaven itfelf does notiefuie^ 
Bat praiie, and prayers admits, as odoms fwcf 

n. 

Bled be forerer this anfpicioat day. 

Which gave to foch tranfcendent virtne biidi : 
May each revolving year new joys difplav, 

Joys great as can fupported be on eartL 

nr. 

Tme heireft of the Finch and Hatton-IiiM^ 
Formed by your matchlefs parents equal «arr 

(The greateft ftatefman he, yet beft divine. 
She bright example of all goodneft here). 

IV. 

And now incircled in the deareft tye. 

To godlike Seymour, of connubial lovei 

Se3rmour illuflrious prince, whofe family 
Did heretofore the kingly race improve* 

V^ 

Adorns the nation ftill, and gnaxds the throne^ 
In noble Somerfet, whofe generous breaft, 

Concenters all his anceftors in one. 
That were in church, and fiate, and annafo 

VL 
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*teUft^ ftlaiMHci oft a giatefii) knd^ 
is heaven-bom foul reviews hit orift^ fiate i 
JA obedienoe to divine commaiia^ 
nmberleff poor are ftafted at his g{Ue. 

hat does fo weQ^the «fe of nchtt know^ 
can hj charity traaijpire thm.fky,' 
aeompaft^d looiul with, fplfOGbiir^Mi* batoor*: 

mj. poflaritv from fiicb a pair, / 



(Mpoftant]^ from tucb a pair, 

■9O7 ft pfonftj aundC'dlvfaiey 

iras their fire, and as their mother fUr, 

■dftodasbotbi tffl tail extMt of tiMb» 
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Elijah Fenton. 

THIS worthy gentlenian was born at She! 
near Newciiftk under the Line, in Staff 
ihire *. In this county, though there are fin 
families of the name of Fenton» ^et. they an 
branches from one flock. Which is a Tery ant 
and opulent family : Our author^s mother h 
immediately defcended ftoin one Mare, an d 
in William the Conqueror*s army. 

Our poet was the yoongeft of cvdv^ chiU 
and was intend^^ by his parents for the nlJiuf 
He was fent to the univernty of Cambridgie, v! 
he embraced the principles very oppoiite to the 
vernment, by which he became dii^ualified fiM 
terin^ into hol^ orders. We find him foon afte 
quitting the uni verfity, feaetary to the earl of On 
but how long he remained in that ftation we ca 
afcettain. After he quitted the fervice of thia 1 
peer, it was his cuflom to perform a vifit anni 
to his eldeft brotKer> houie in the country, 
pofleiTed an eftate of ;coo 1. peranuum. Hi 
careiTed in the country, by all his relationi 
whom he endeared himfelf, by his affable and 
teel behaviour. Mr. Fenton was a man of the 
tender humanity, and difcovered it upon every 
per occaiion : A gentleman refident in that co 
who has tran&nitced to us feme account of Mr. 

* See Jacob, p. 55* 
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Bf hat given us the following inftance of his ha- 
lae diipofidon. 

JlelMia t. great nomher of fifters, fome of whom 
9(|b6 happy ia their marriages than others ; one 
particular was expofed to many misfortunes, bv 
5 indifcretion and extravagance of her hufband, 
it the coftom of fome people to make very |reat 
UnAions between their ricn and poor relations ; 
r. Fenton^s brother was of this ilamp, and it feems 
iated bis unfortunate ijfter with lefs ceremony than 
Bireft. Onedav, while Mr.. Fenton^ was at his 
odier's houfe, ne obferved the family goingt to 
> without this fifter, who was in town, and i 



good a rieht to an invitation, as any of the reft 
In» dined were as a compliment to him. He could 
M kAp difcoyering his oifpleafure at fo unnatural 
diftlndtton, and would not fit down to table till 
le was fent for, and in confequence of this flight 
lewn her by the reft of the family, Mr. Fenton 
tetted her with more tendernefs and complai£uice 
bul tny of his fitters. 

Our adthor carried through life a very fair repu- 
itkm, he was beloved and efteemed by Mr. Pope, 
lAo honoured him with a bc&udful ejpitaph. Mr. 
ton after a life of eafe and tranquility, died at 
;-Hampftead-Park, near Oakingham, the i^th 

' Jtoly i7$Op much regretted by ^1 men of taftc» 

: being obnoxious to the refentment even of his 

dier writers. 

'lb the year 1723, Mr. Fenton introduced upon 

\ ftage hb Tragedy of Mariamne, built upon the 
' related of her in the third volume of the Spec- 
Numb. 171, which the ingenious author col- 
1 out of Jofephus. As this ftory fo fully difplays 
^ ..jtorc of the paftion of jealoufy, and difcovers 
ktstraordinary a charadker as that of Herod, we 
laU here infert it,, after which we (hall confider 
dth what fuccefs Mr. Fenton has managed the plot. 

In 
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In a former paper, the author having treatcc 
paflion of jcaloufy in various lights, and markc 
progrcfs through the human mind, conclada 
animadverfions with this ftory, which he fays 
fcrve as an example to whatever can be faid on 
lubje^. 

^ Mariamnc had all die charmt that bet 

* birth, wit, and youth could give a 'woman, 
' Herod all the love that fuch charms are able to i 

* inawnrmandamoroiisdifpoiicion. In the mid 
' his fondnufs for Mariamiie, he put her bro 
' to death, as he did her father not many ) 

* after. The barbarity of the a^ion wai re 

* fentcd to Mark Anthony, who immediately i 

* raonedHcvod into Egypt, to anfwer fbrthe ci 

* that wasdaid to his cnarge : Herod Altribucod 

* fnmmons to Anthony** defire of Mariaame, <wl 

* therefore before his de)>arture, he [».ave ineo ilie 

* tody of hi& uncle Joleph, with private ordei 

* put her to death, it any fuch violence was off 

* to himfclf. This Jofcph was much del^I 
' with Mariamnc *s convcrfation, and endeavoi 

* with all his art and rnetoric to (et oat the o 
' of Herod*s paflion for her ; but when he 
^ found her caU aud incredulous, heineonfidcffl 
' told her, as a ceruin inftance of her loid*a affefi 

* the private orders he had leU behind him, w 
' plainly (hewed, according to Jofeph's interp 

* tion, that he could neither live nor die wid 
' her. This barb&ious inilance.of a wild unrti 
' able paflion quite put out for a time tbofe J 

* remain!! of aftettion, (he iUll had for herl 
' Her thoughts were fo wholly taken up with 

* inielty of his orders, that flie could not cod 
' the kindnefs which produced them ; and tl 

* fore reprefented him in her imagination, rs 
' under tlie frightful idea of a murdorci^ cki 

* lover. • i . 

f H 
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Herod wis i^ length ac^uitted^ and difmifs'd 
r Mark Anthony, when his foul was all in flames 
rhisMariamne; bat before their meeting he was 
t a little alarmed at the report he had heard 
hu ande*s conrerfation and familiarity with 
T in his abfence. This therefore was the firft 
Geoorfe he enteruined her with, in which fhe 
nnd it no eafy matter to qniet his fafpicions. 
Bt at laft he appeared fo well fatisfied of her 
inocence) that from reproaches, and wranolings, 
a fidi to tears and embraces. Both of them 
vpc rtrj tenderly at their reconciliation, and 
iMod pourM out his whole foul to her in the 
/anaeftpTOteftadonsof loveandconlbmcy I when 
aiidlk tti his fighs and laneuiihings, fhe aiked 
ifaB» whether the private orders he left with his 
lode JoTeph were an inftanceof fuch anenflamed 
dbGboni The jealous Idng was immediately 
vattd at fo unexpe^ed a queftion, and concluded 
lua ancle muft have been too familiar with her, 
befare he would have difcovered fuch a fecret. 
h. fliort he put hi^ uncle to death, and very difii- 
cahly prevailed on himfelf eo fpare Mariamne. 

^ After this he was forced on a fecond journey 
iotD ^gyV^» ^^^" ^^ committed his lady to the 
care ofSohemus, with the fame private orders he 
kad before given his ancle, if any mifchief befet 
Umfdf : In the mean time Mariamne had fo won 
opon Sohemus, by her prefents and obliging be- 
uiriour, that (he drew all the fecret from him» 
vith which Herod had entrufted him ; fo that 
after his return, when he flew to her, with all the 
D'anfports of joy and love, (he received him coldly 
with iighs and tears, and all the marks of indif- 
farence and averiion. This reception fo fliirred up 
his indignation, that he had certainly flain her 
arjth his own hands, had not he feared he him- 

• fcif 
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* felf ihould become the greater Aifferer by it 

* was not long after this, when he had an 
' violent retorn of love upon him ; Mariamn 
^ therefore fent for to him, whom he endeavi 
^ to foften and reconcile with all poflible cob 
' carefles, and endearments ; but ihe declines 

* embraces, and anfwered all his fondnefs, wit 
' ter invc^^ives for the death, of her fatha 

* her brother. 

* This behaviour fo incenfed Herod, thi 
' very hardly refrained from llriking her ; ^ 

* in the heat of their quarrel, there came 
' witnefs, fuborned by iome of Mariftmne^i. 

* mies, who accafed her to the king of a d 

* to poifon him. Herod was now prepared to 
' any thing in her, prejudice, and immediald] 
f dered her fervant to be llretched npon the i 
' who in the extremity of his tortures confell^ 
' his miftreifes averiion to the king arofe 

' fomethinff Sohemus had told her ; but as foi 

* defign of poifoning, he utterly difowned the 

* knowledge of it. This confeffion quickly pi 
' fatal to Sohemus, who now lay under the 

* fufpicioDs and fentence, that Jofeph- had I 

* him, on the like occaAon. Nor would I 

* reft here ; but accufed her with ereat veheii 

* cf a defign upon his life, and oy his aoth 

* with the judges had her publickly conde 

* and executed. 

*' Herod foon after her deceafe grew melani 
' and dejeded, retiring from the public admiii 

* tion of affairs, into a folitary foreft, and 

* abandoned hinifelf to all the black confideral 

* which naturaJly arife from a paffion made i 
' love, remorfe, pity anddefpair. He afedto 

* for his Mariamne, and to call npon her in hii 
' uaded fits ; and m all pibbabuity, wodd 
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' foon followed her, had not his thought* been 

• fctibnabl/ called off tVom fo fnd an object, hy 

* public llorms, which ut that ciinw* very ncarl/ 
f u^reatencd him/ 

Mr. Fenton in the condu^ of thi:: diTign, has 
iMwn himftlfavcry great mailer of th-njofn^pricty. 
He has foftencd the chamber of Herod, well 
knowing that fo cruel n tyrant as thr llnry makes 
kim* ooald not be born upon the Un^lilh i\^[;y, 
He has altered the charaHer of Sohcmu-s, from^au 
koneft confident, to a crafty entcrprifmg llau-rman. 
who to raife his mafter to the throne of jiKlca. mar. 
dicrcd the natural heir. (le hiu intioductd in his 
4rf mm, a chara^er under the name of Satonu*. the 
king's fiftcr* who bore nn imptacable hatrtil to 
Mananinci and who in Ica^.uc with Sohcm^s pur- 
foes her revenge, at no Ids a price than thic of 
ker brother** and the aueen*s 11 f>.^ 

After the wars, which had fuhnned botwoeii 
Caefarand Anthony, had rubfidrd. and the world 
fell to the fliare of the iormtT ; Flerod id rcprcfont^-il 
«s having juil returned fr<»in Ronu*. where, as an liof. 
lagc to tuc emperor, he has flipulntcd to f^-nd hi/j 
younger fon there, and I'laminius, a nohh; Roman 
accompanici him into Jewry, to carry off the young 
prince. l*he day in which thi;; dramatic ailion 
oegins', is ujjon a grand fclUval. appointed in ho. 
nour of Herod*s fafe return from Rome, and be- 
ing ftill permitted to ouioy hii kiu[',don^. The hard 
ronditiuu of fendnijrne prince u\ Rome. j^r»iaily 
ilFc^U the heart of the qiiccu, whom the poet h:is 
Irawn a moll tender mutluT. 'I'his throws a 
loud over the ceremony, and rinnifhc. .in oppnr- 
unity for Sohen\us and Salome, to let their in- 
crnal enpines .at work ; who. in ronjimrtion wirb 
fame us iiie king's cup beaivr. contrive to poifon 



he kiug and oucen at the fe.all. Hut the poiloncd 

up i!i firll tailed by llazeroth, a young lord re- 

Voi.. IV. N^. iS- 1 lalcd 
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lated to the queen, and the fndden cSt& vUdi ft 
iias upon him diibcnrers the viilasojr. 

The queen^s abfimce from the feaft -Jiiknoves a 
fatal circHmftancr, and as managed bjr SedicBoi, 
f.xcs the appeaiance of guik upon net. WtSk 
Herod wa&abfent at Rome, Sohemos madeaddidfa 
to Arfmoe, a Roman lady, confidant to Mariamaes ' 
CO whom in the ardour of his paffion he levealcd 
the fecret cntrufied to him by Herod, of pntdq; 
.Manamne to death, in cafe he by any calanitoas . 
accident fhouid loie his life. Ariinoe £nom a am- 
tive of afreclion communicated this to BXanaanei i 
ss an inftance of the violent paflion which Herod 
had for her. This ihe did immediately befiase 
Lev departure for Rome, with Flaminios the Ronaa 
envoy, who proved to be the lord of her wiflief, 
vhom file imagined to have been killed in fighting 
againft Mark Anthony. Mariamne thrown into this 
immrnent danger, orders Arfinoe to be i n te rc e pte d, 
whofe return clears up her innocence, as Ihe de- 
clares that no conrefpondence had ever been canied 
on between the queen and Sohemns, of v^m he 
was now jealous, as Mariamne had npbraided Um 
with his cruel refolutions of putting her to dcsdi, 
entrufted to that minifter. Herod is fiuisfied of ber 
innocence, by the evidence of Arfinoe ; bnt as be 
had before given the cruel orders for putting the 
queen to death, ihe, to prevent the execution ol fnch 
barbarity, drank poifon. The Queen is coadnfibed 
in by the high prieft in the agonies of death, which 
gives fuch a fliock to Hcnd, that not able to 
lurvive her, he dies in the fight of the andsence. 

Sohemns, who knew what tortures would be le- 
fcrved for him, kills himielf, after havine (acrificed 
Sameas, by whofe treachery die plot was difiDOvcred, 
and who in his falling ilabs Salome to the heart, 
as the laft effort of his revenge. 

As the plan of this play is regular, fimple, and 
ioterefiing, fo are the fimtimcntt no lefs nuAeriy, 

aad 
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-Aadnlcfl 

TVsnsfiMniM hj pitf to virbk^ aad apfev^d 
Her otm pale mgiwimcnr ; 



; wiik Ui ckmflUr m m lb!. 

Giveme, ycgodi! die kannoBf 4tf wir, 
Tke tmnpcc^s ctaofor, asd te da&^anns. 

That oOBoerc animaces dK gbmne ^''^^ 
To mfli M deatk ; hot men our car it piareM 

H^tk die (ad notes whidi moaroM beantf yields ; 

Oar maaliood ndtsia fympkitiuifig cecn. 

The diarader of Saaeas the kiflg*t eap-bear^v 
b one of the moft viUainous ever (hewn opon a 
ttagti and the poet anakes SoheatM, in order to give 
dbeandkttoe a tme idea of him, and to prepare them 
far thole barbarities he is to esecot^ folate die 
fidlowing inftanoe of his croelty. 



-Along the fliore 



He walk'd one evening, when the damVoos 

rage 
Of tenipeftswredc'daihip: The crew were fank» 
The Mfter only readied the neighboring Arand^ 
fiom by a floating fragment ; but {o weak 
With combating xke ftorm, his tongue had loft 
The faculty of fpeech, and yet for aid 
He faindy wav*d his hand, on which he wort 
A fatal )ewdi. Sameas, quickly charm'd 
todi by its fiae» and hifb«, with a look 
Of piQrtodp'd, to take him by die hands 

I 2 Hum 
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Then cut the finger dfF to gain the' ring. 
And plung'd him back to periOi in the w 
Crying, go dive for more. — I've heard hiia 
Of this adventure. 

In the 5th adl, when Herod is agitated' wit 
rage of jealoufy, his brother Fher6ras thus adc 
him. 

Sir, let her crime 

Krafe the faithful chara^ers wrhich love 

Imprinted on your heart, 

Herod. Alas! the pain 
We feel, whene'er we difpoAefi the foul 
Of that tormenting tyrant, far exceeds 
The rigour of his rule. 

pHERORAs. With reafon quell 
That haughty paflion ; treat it as your flave 
Refume the monarch. 

The obrcrvation, which Herod makes upon 
is very afFec'ting. The poet has drawn him .fo 
turcd with his painon, that he fecms almoft ft 
e?itly punilhed, for the barbarity of cutting of 

fa:her and brother of ^Jal1amnc, 

Herod. Where's the monarch now ? 
1 he \ii!j;ar c.ill us gods, and fondly thinlt 
That kings are call m more than mortal mol 
Alas ! they little know that when the mind 
lb cIo)'d with pomp, our taile is pall'd to jo 
But grows more fenfible of grief or pain. 
'I he Ihipid peafant with as quick a fenfe 
Enjoys the fragrance of a rofe, as I ; 
And his rough hand is proof againft the thor 
Which rankhng in my tender fkin, would fee 
A viper's tooth. Oh blifsful powrty ! 

N, 
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: Nature* too partial] to thylotaffigfis 
flealth, freedom, intiocencc^, and downy yeat<^ 
Her real goods ; and only mocks the great'* 
With empty pageantries ! Had I been born *[ 
A dottager, ray homely bowl^had flow*d * ^ - '" 
Secure &om pois'nous drugs ; but not my wife ! 
Let me, good h Jav'n ! forget that guilty name^ 
Or madnefs willenfue. 

Some critics have blamed MariartiAe, Tor yifld- 
ing her alFedions to Hcro^, *whb had enibfucd- hib 
hands in her father and brbther^s biodd } in 'this 
perhaps (he cannot be eaftly defetide%i, but the pot-t 
kad a right to reprefent this as he literally founc)' it 
in hiRory j and being the circuniftanC^ upon which 
ill the others depended. Tho* this play is one of the 
moft- beautiful m our language, yet it is itn many 
places expofed to-Juft criticifm ; but as k hj|»* m#re 
beauties than faults, it would be a kind of violence 
to candour to (hew the blemiihes. 

The life of Fenton, like other poets- who have 
never been engaged in public bufmefs, belAg bar- 
ren of incidents, we have dwelt the longer on his 
works, a tribute which his genius naturally de- 
minded from us. * • 

Mr. Fenton's other poetical works were ftttbliAied 
in one volome 1717, and confift chiefly ot the fol- 
lowing pieces. , '\ ' * 

An Ode to the Sun, for the new yeah '1707; as a 
fp^cimeri of which we (hall quote the three follow- 
ing llanza's. 

I. . 

Begin ccleftial fource of light, 
To gild the new revolving fphere ;• ^ - 
And from the pregnant womb of night j 
Urge on to birth the infant year. 

I 3 Rich 
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Hich with auTpicioos luflre rife» 
Thou fairoft regent of the fides, 
Confipicaous with tbjf.filver bow f 
To thee» a god, 'twas given by Jore 
To role the radiant orbs aboYe» 
To Glonana this below. 



With joy renew thy deftin*d rice, 
And let the mig^tY months begin : 
Let no lU omen dood thy face. 
Thro* all thy circle fmsle ferene; 
' While the ftem minifters of fate 
Watchful o*er the pale Lutetia wast. 
To grieve the Gau^s perfidious head i 
Thf hwrs, thy ofisprmg heavenly ftir* 
Theqr \i^teft wings ihoold over Wear» 
And g^itfjle joys on Albion bed. 

in. 

When Qifi bore the fntnre fates of Rofltt^ 
And the long honoan of htir race bcgaut 
Thus, to prepare the graceilil age to come^ 
They from thy ftcrcs in happy order ran. 
Heroes eleded to the lift o/ fame, 
Fii^'d th^ fore columns of her rifing ftate : 
^ill the loud triumphs of the Julian name 
Rendered the glories of her reign complcat^ 
Each year advanced a rival to the reft. 
In comdy fpoilsof war, and great atduerte 
dreft. 

Florelio, a Palbral, lamenting the death of 
marquis of Blandfbrd. 

Part of die ibniteentK diapter of I£uali P 
ihrafed. 
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Verfes oo tke Union. 

Cupid and Hyncii. 

Olivia, a (mall Poem of Mmour i^gainila Vpaik. 

Tbe Fair Non, a Tak. . 

An Epiftle addrefiedto Mr. Sontkern, writteain 
tlic year 1711. 

The eleventh Book of Homer^s Odyffey, tranf- 
lated in Milton's fbJe. 

The Widow's WiU; a T^le- ., . 

A-La-Mode, a very homoroas repreierftation of 
a fond, doating Hufbanid, injured hy his Wife. 

Sappho to Fhaon« A Xm Ejuftk^ irai;^ 
from Ovid. . :, 

fliaon to Sanolio. 

A Tale devilea-ift Ac ]dealam.iiiannc|^ of Ctaa- 
cer s in whidi. tbe Poet imitates that. venerable 
dd Bard, in ^. obiokttf l^mgoagecf lus Vca^^ 

Verfes acUrefledtollr.e^. ' t\.i. 

The Platonic StodL 

Mamlloa de Neaeta. 

Mamllds tmitated, 

Joannis Secondi Bafinm I. 

iCiieff. Txanilafied 60m Secaadui* I know not 
if' all poetry ever exceeded the finoothnefi and 
delicacy of thofe lines. They Bow with an irre- 
nftaUe enchantment, and as die inferting them will 
fhcw the fpiiitboth of the original aad tran£|atxoa» 
we ihall make no farther apology for doing it. 

When Venos, in the fweet Idalian fiiadc» 
A vk)let coach for youne Afcanius made ; 
Their op'nine gems, th obedient rofes bow'd 
And veird his beauties with a damafk cloud : 
While the bright goddefs with a gentle (howV, 
Of Declared dews, perfum'd the blifsful bow'r. 
Of fight infatiate, (he devours his charms. 
*Till her foft breall re kindling ardour warms: 
I 4 New 
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New joys tiimuliuous in her bofom rowl. 
And all Adonis rufheth on her foul. 
Tianfportcd with each dear rcfembling grace, 
She cries, Adonis !— * — Sure I fee thy wee I 
Then {loops to clafp the beauteous form, but fears 
He'd wake too foon, and with a figh forbears ; 
Yet, fix'd in filent rapture, ftands to gaze, 
Kifijng each flowering bud that round him plays. 
^WL'ird with the louch, each animated rofe 
K\})an(]£ ; and ftrait with warmer purple glows : 
Vvhtrc infant kiiTes bloom, a balmy ftore ! 
Redoubling all the blifs flie felt before, 
i^-iudden, her fwans career iilong the fkies. 
And o'er the globe the fair celellial Hies. 
Then, as where Ceres pafs'd, the teeming plain, 
Vellow'd with wavy crops of golden grain ; 
So fruitful kifles fell where Venus flew j 
And by the power of genial magic grew : 
A plenteous harveft ! which fhe deigned t^impart 
To foo-h an agonizing love-fick heart. 
AH hail, ye Rofeat kifles ! who remove 
(^ur cares, and cool the calenture of love. 
Lo ! I your poet in melodious lays, 
Blefs your kind pow'r ; enamoured of your praife : 
lays ! form'd to lall, 'till barb'rous time invades 
The mules hill, and withers all their (hades. 
•Sprung from the Guardian * of the Roman name* 
]n Roman numbers live fecure of fame. 

Joannis Secundi Eafum lid. tranflated. 

An Epiflle to Thomas Lambard Efq; 

An Ode to the right hon. John lord Gower. 

• Vcnu«. 
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Aa £ P I T A P H ' 
On Mr. ELIJAH-FENTON, 

■ ■ I * ... 

At East-Hampstiad in Eerks^ ^73^-, t 

' ■ ■ / 

this modeft ftone, what few yaia marbles cajn^ • 
M ty truly by, here lies an hooeft man ; 
A Foet» bleu*d beyond a Poef s fate^ , / ; 
WhomHeav*A kept facred from th^.pcoud^and 

. great: 
Foe talood pndfc, and friend to learned eale^ 
Content wlth'rcience in the rale of peace. . i 
Calmly he looked on either life, and here 
Saw jiotbing to R^et* or there to fear ; 
From natnre^s template fead rofe fatisfy 'd , 
Thank 'd Heav'n, that he had liv*d, and thai he 

died. 
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Barton Booth, Eiq; " 

IT is but jiiftlce to the menbsy of diir great 
SL&QT to give hiin a place among die podii, 
IK he had, been lefs confiderable in tbatpoviecf 
.thaprke re'ajlv was; for kt appears earl^' to Jnvi 
«ii4crAoeit mi Latin cla^s, and to have fScced* 
cd in occaAonal pieces, and little odes» h^md 
aaay peribns of hieher name in poetry. ||r. 
fiooui was defcended from a very ancient, andko* 
npi^ble family, originally feated in tbe Cdaaq 
Palatine of Lancafter. JEiisfatheTt John Bootli^efa 
was. a man of gr«at worth and honour { and tiiongl 
his fortune was not very conftderable* he was ex 
tremely attentive to the education of his childltn 
of whom Barton (the thiid) was bom in l68i. 

When about nine years of age» he was pn 
under the tuition of the famous Dr. Bulojr 
hcad-mafler of V\ <flminilcr fchool^ under whoa 
fomc of the ableil men have been educated, tha 
in the laft and prcfent age have done honovr ti 
the nation. The fprightlinefs of Booth*s part 
early recommended him to the notice of Dr. Buf 
by : he had a ftrong paflioa for learning, and ; 
peculiar turn for Latin poetry, and by ftudyin] 
the bell authors in it, he fixed many ot the find 
paflages fo firmly in his memory, that he was a 
Lie tp repeat them with fuch propriety, and grace 
ful a^ticn, with fo fine a tone of voice, and pc 

• N. B. At Mr. Thcophitus Cibbcr is puhliAiay (io m ww! 
e/itirely uDdcrtakea by kimfe^f) The Li vet, and ChanAert c 
all our EmineDt At\on, and A Aieflet, from Shake^cir, c 
tlie preicDt time ) he Icawt to the other gentkoien, conctnH 
m tnia coUcAioa, the accountiof f^aie playcn who so«M » 
be omitied horrin, at Totts. 

cvlti 




BARTOK BO&tn, Efq; 17^ 

iriBsroiitilbfist thteit was taken notice of by the 
wkoleiclKiol. 

'-' b«onfeaMcr6filiU.h^))pr tales V ^ivtoi# tc- 
MAdkif to ehie Cuftomt of thtf fchoof; itl.afm plajr 
was to be afb^ly a confiderable part thereof was. 
^veii 19 Tooiig. Boodi» who drew by th^ melodjF 
OT His ^roicey and the mcefulneft ^ JA$ mOkm, 
the mlaefe of all tiie ipe€btton, a circntDftance 
iUktil^ iitf him widi dieatrkd amUtioA« 
' tite idcUnation of hb fithdr;' wh^ 
I tor die^i:htnch, aifi^as thcfdore 

* Ids etecados; This prd^Be|8dfi - 1^ 
JjiiMi|f RoKntty fe^omitteiiaeo' hsin KulflUuvitdttie 
■Wm of %. Balbjr, who - MHmed the noil hnA 
caconhuns hpoii hm : Bafiiy wta hxiiifelf ii'gn^ 
Mmirer 'or Aesatnc^ dockition> and ad6ifNu!^ fit- 
iBd'^ littantie Itaf iSie :ftaj^'i When he was ytMf:. 
w$ toocaiaed {^rear'acj^biiilb in a pait h^jptefnain- 
el% ajfifirf of Cam^gjb^Sy'a^ firommajt'ioo- 
liear hm i fcat r ii a l accom^HihtDents In^e high-. 

Wken Booth liad reached theag^ of ei ^htetJiU 
aod tite time approached whzri he mi to hare 
%een fent to the oniverfity, he refolved to mn any 
tiicy rather than enter npon a courfe of life hicon- 
Mnt' with the Itvetiotu of his temper, and the 
aatvral bent of his inclifiationsi It happened 
Aat there was then in London one Mr. Amtmryt 
wIm» had been long mafter of a company at Dnb- 
fin, with whom young Booth became acqnainitrf;. 
smd fiading that under his dire^on there wis no. 
daager of his getting a livelihood, he amtred all. 
•dier views, ftc^e away from fchool, ana went o« 
ver to Ireland widi Mr. Afhbury in 1698 •. 

He very Toon diftingniihed himfelf on the da^: 
aff I>ubliA, where he had great namral advantages^ 
over moft of his cotemporaries, efpecially in tra« 

* KiAofj of ti e Ensli'h iUge. 

I 6 gr 
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gcdy ; he had a grave countenance, a good p 
an r<r of cJi^iiity, a melodious voice, and i 
nian'y :i^;ion. lie fpcike juOiy, his cadenc 
^rarefv.! to the car, and hii pronunciatioi 
kholal'tically correal and proper. He fo fa: 
iiuatcil htnifclf ir.To the favour of Englifh g 
iTiCn in Ireland, and found his reputation gn 
to I'd {^reat a heigh th, that he returned hoi 
1 70 1, to make a trial of his talents on the ] 
Itage. He accordinj'ly applied to lord Fit? 
ing, of the bcdcl.rn.her to Prirxc George of 
inatk, and was hy him recommended to Mr 
tertoa, who took him under his care, and 
him all the afilflancc in hi& power, ofwluc! 
Dooth prtatly piofftrd. 

Nc\tT wcic a tutor and pupil better met 
•me was capable of giving the bcil inflruAii 
his ovin peifoimrtnce, and the other had a pv 
nrf> of conce}'tiwn. a violent propcnfity, s 
yrtat genius. The firA part Booth perform 
T.ondon \va!> M:iximu!. in Valciitlnian, a p] 
Beaumont and Mc't«.hcr*s originally, but al 
ri\\ brought upnn the flagc by the earl of 
ihtl'ter. 'J he reception he met with excecdi 
v^armeft hopcf. and the favour of the town 
happy efl'e£t tpon hir.i, in iitfpiring him vk 
proper degree of corf dcncc without vanity. 
Ambitious Step niothcr, a tragedy written b) 
RoAC. in which that ^lUthor has thiown out 
file, and heat of poetry, than in any othi 
hii. plays, was about this time introduced 
the ilagc; the part of Anaban was afligne 
Looth, in which he ruifld his charader to A 
/.eighth, as to be reckoned only fccond to 
great mafter. 

in the year 1704 he m.inied Mifs Bark 
d.'tughur to Sir William Baikham of Nir 
hart' who lived with him fix years, and died > 

out ill'LC. 



^Isrtbe ^bostricftl revolution^ Which hitpptaed 
in jlk^fcdtiy^i Mr. Booth, notwithjfendint his «eat 
&pftCft3rt iod reputation with thp towa» Jiad «e- 
n tojfe 0uure. He adhered conftantly tOi.'Mr. 
fa il i ^ j c i m,. while he could be of any fervicsto 
him^ w4 when Ms tutor retired from the managfr- 
plpi;of tl|e Aige, he trufted to his jncrit,. luid 
iMJtaAe of the pablk, in which he was neverde* • 

.^Mr. Booth was particularly turned for trasedy, 
hj^ioeirer 90ttld bear tbofe parts which, had not 
(bpng paffion to infpire him ; and Mr. Cibber ob- - 
tutCMp that he could not fo well melt in the Im^ 
ttp as rage in the jealous hufband. Othello was 
Us mafteff-pieccy bat in all his paru he was. ofc* 
en fabje& to i kind' of indolence, which ibme' 
people imagined he aflfeded, to fliew that > even in 
lis lazy fits he was fuperior to evety body upon 
die lage i - ^ts if fKwn 9f «dl beholden hnirtfim'^ 
^i&imfJht fmU tmkt them *. The late iogenioas 
Mr, Whitingham, who perfe£Uy underftoodtheatri- 
ul eacellence» and who was, beyond z^y man I ever' 
km^^ di(tin£t, and accurate in his relations of 
du^;^, often told me» that Tuck was thfi dignity 
of liqdth^^s ^appearance, fuch his theatrical eafcw 
sad 0Mice^aeis, that had he only croAsd the 
ftagie 9vithottt. uttering a word, the hot^e would 
be in, a roar of applaufe. 

We come now to that period of time, when 
Mr. Booth*s fole merit raifed him to the great- 
eft height, and procured for him that rewaid 
lie had long deferved. The tragedy of Cato, 
which had been written in the year 1703, or at 
Icaft four adts of it, was brought upon the 
i^ee in 171a, chiefly on a political prin- 
dpe i the part o£ Cato was given to Booth, for 
die managers were very well Satisfied that nobody 
dfe could perform it. As party prejudice never 
nn higher than at that time, the excellency of the 
• Djydcn*! All i'or Lofc, 

play 
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pUf wtf dUKDffaifiied by the farprizkig; coaiefts 
between boch taaioiis, wkkh iiioald ap^aad ii 
moft» To the jnefic of the i&or rocdved rae fane 
marks of approbi:ion. both parties taking-cm CO 
flicw their fatisfsidion, by beftowiag npmtk Mm 
flioft liberal prefencs, the pwticulart of w h i ch aw 
already inferted ia the life of Addifot. ThciM 
of Caco being ovor at London, the- maMMgeti 
thought fit to remove to Oxford in the fiMMMfk 
ffrhere die play met with fo extraordinary a Metp^ 
tion, that thrjf were forced to open dw 4mm at 
noon, and the hoofe was ^ite fall by one o^dack. 
The fame rcrfped was paid it for thive dafs t^» 
gcther» and though the uniYerfal applanie it OMt 
with at London, furpaded any thing that had hmm 
itemembercd of that kind, yet the triboteof fiaifil 
it received fhwi thii famous univerfity, fofpaM 
even that. Booth, whofe reputation wat jMiwal 
ict heighth, took the advanuge of it, and mahiiag 
his application to lord Bolingbroke, then at te 
head of the miaifiry, he procured a new liccaei^ 
fccalling all former ones, and Mr. Boolh*i 
was ad£d to chofe of Gibber, Domt, m 
The* none of the managers had occaion la I 
with this ad of juAice done to Bootk*i.flKi 
expence of,, what they deemed, ibetr jpfopeMf* ftf 
none c f them carried their refentp^ent fo hiek-aa ifc j 
I^ogget, whoabfblutely rcfuied to accept rfawjf caai 
fkleration for his (hare in the fcenet and ckKkct j -dill j 
obilinacy had however no other elFc^ than 4 
piving him of his (hare, which broa^hc kin 
looo ]. a year ; though Mr. Gibber infaraM r 
that this was only a pretence, and that tktf a 
reafoii of quitting the ilage, was, kb difUkt 1 
another of the managers, whofe bumoor wa^l 
come infupportable. This peribn we j 
have been Mr. Wilks, who, according to 
account, was capricioiM in his temper, 
had otherwiie great merit as a player. 



BARTON BOOTH, Efqi i»i 

Od- anyimnUy confidored^ fom iaftaaces 
10 pnmAtf and . noble- fpiik. o£- Witttt, are 
iJMIi«i of hi the life of Fmrqahiw. ' 
few yean after Mfi^Boock sofe tt> the aiod. 
f iTWfg^, ho married ths- cdebraied: lili6 
lowot i^Oy from her. firft appearance af an 
<! ift the eharafter of the Fair Qjadeer* of 
1^. tO: the time fte quitted tho ilage» had* al« 
i. lecgh w ftd the fboagcft marks of pebUc ap 
fey wfaickwcre repeaiisd when after s^ retreat 
mit yean, flirappeand there again^ By her 
iettco' m managiiig die*. advaacMee that arofe 
cr irom her reputation ae an aoreft^ and hdr 
t' diiiaeace in her profeffioa, flio acaoftred t 
iderable- fortone, which waa rery nfefai lo Mr. 
ihp who^ from, the natwal tarn of hi» temper* 
tA he bad a &n&, regard:* ca jnfiki, wa^not 
Eiadiaedtofaving. ' ^ 
inrifig the few yean thx^ lived together^ ther^ 
diovreateft harmony between thorn* and af- 
cho death of fiooth, hi» difconfolate widow, 
• it vetalifve, quitted the (lage, and devoted her- 
eattrely to a ivivate xoorft of^ lilb. By degrees 
haaltir of Mr. Booth began to<dedine, fotha't 
-aa impeifflde for him t^ contiaae to a£t widi 
ladi'dJiigence as ofuaf, but at whatever time 
was able to return to die ftac^e, the town de« 
iftrated their refped for him by crowding the 
(e* Being attacked by a comptieation of dif* 
pert, he paid the debt to nature May iOi t7l3» 
ropy of nil Will was printed in the I*oiidon 
Basine for 1733, p. lao, in which we find he 
aed his efteem for his wife, to whom he ]efl 
his fortune, for reaibns there afTigned, whic*i 
declared amounted to no more th»n two thirds 
ivlmt be had received from her on the day of 
Tiage. His charadter as an ador, has been 
brated by the bed judges, and was nevar que- 
led by any. 3 

And 
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And here wc cannot refill the opportanity 
fliewing Mr. Booth in that full, and commandii 
light in which he is drawn by the late ingenipi 
Aaron Hill, cfq; who had long experience in d 
afEiirs of the ftage, and coald well diftingniih d 
true merits of an adlor. His words are, . 
. < '1 wo advantages diftinguifhed him in tl 
' (Irongeft light from the reft of his fraternity 

* he had learning to underitand perfedly what 

* was his part to fpeak, and judgment to kna 
' how far it agreed, or diiagreed with his chi 

* radler. Hence arofe a peculiar grace, whu 

* was vifible to every fpcftator, though few wei 

* at the pains of examining into the caufc of the 

* pleafare. He could foften, and Aide over, uii 

* a kind of elepant ncg!i-;,ci).w, t);s impropriety 

* in the part he a£led, while, on the coatrarj 

* he would dwell with energy upon the beautie 
' as if he exerted a latent Ipirit which had bee 
' kept back for fuch an occafion, that he inigl 
' alarm, awaken, and tranfport in thofe places oi 

* ly, where the Jignity of his own good (tui 

* could be fupporccd by that of his author. J 

* little reflexion upon this remarkab'e ouality 

* will teach us to account for that mani/efthB 
' guor which has fometimes been obferved in hi 
' action, and which was generally, though I thill 

* falily, imputed to the natural indolence of li 

* temi cr. For the umc reafon, though in tb 
' cuftomary round of his bufinefs, he would con 
' defcend to fonie parts in comedy ; he ftldom ap 

* peared in any < f them with much advantagi 

* to hib (h.-iiudcr. The paliious which he fbiiM 
' in CO I lie ii/, were not Itrong enough to CAckt 
' hi:i flic, and what i'ceuied want of quali&catioi. 

* was out) the abfcnce of impreliion. He hid I 
' taknc at diicovering tiie paflions ^here tbgi 

* la) hid iu loine ccleorfitLd pai'ts, by the injndi* 

* cious prAdlicc of other actors ; when hc.had diA 

covered 

J 
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, he foon grew able to exprefi tbem » 
i fecret of hif obtaining th*f great leP.bn 
:heaCret was an adaption of nib look to 
», by which anful imitation of nature, 
iflCioni in the found of hii wordi, gave 
y to every change in hit cvontenance. 
It wai Mr. Booth*! pecoliar felicity to be 
nd fccn the r;iine, whether as the pUa/edp 
tvedt the pifyifigt the rtproachful, or the 

One would be almoft tempted to borrow 

of a very l)old figure, and to expreft 
ellence more fignificantly, be^ pcrmidion 
Sly that rlie blind might have feen him 
/oice» and the deaf have beard him in 
ge« Hik gefture, or as it is commonly 
his action, was but the refult, and ne- 
.confequcnce of his dominion over his 
ind countenance ; for having by a con* 
ft of two fuch caufes, ioiprefiea his ima- 
a with fuch a Aamp» and fpirit of paf- 
e ever obeyed the impulfe oy a kind of 

dependency, and relaxed, or braced fuc- 
f into all that fine expreflivenefs with 
he painted what he fpoke, without re- 

or affe^ation.* 

was not only as a player that Mr. Booth 
( he wafl a man of lettcrii alfo, and an m- 
norc lHngua|i;c8 than one. He had a taile 
y which we have oi)fcrvcd difcovered it- 
in he was very young, in tranflfltion* of 
es of Horace; and in hi:> rit)cr yfars he 
:vcral fonjr., and other orijjinal poems, 
id him honour. He wab alio the author 
ifciuc. or dramatic cntcrtainmL'nt, called 
d -Aincas, which waf» very well received 
: ftape, hut which however dil not excite 
reduce any thing of the fame kind after- 

ilis maflcr piece was a I^atin infcrin- 
tlic mcmoiy of a celebrated a^ior, Mr. 

William 
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William Smttb, Qlir of the maten acq of Id 
feffioB* aad of whom Mr. Bootk 9twmf$ fpol 
raptures. Jt is a miifertone that wo c»» m 
particular acGOUBt of the perlbn this txcmi 
icription refencd lo» but it is proUUe he w 
a ^ood family, fince he was a Barrifter ar La 
GrayVInn, befiure he quitted that pvoMEoa ft 

The infcription is as follows, 

Scenicus eximins 
Regnante Carolo fecimdo :> 
Bettertono Cosetaiieas k Amficiir» 
Necnon propemodom ifiq"<4i^ 
Hand ignobili ftirpe oriundiity 
Nee Ktnarum rudUs hgrnanionoo. 

Remieaicam 

Fer moltos feliciter aniios admhislnn 

Jnfloqne modenunine 6c mofttfll (mm 

Omninm intra Theatnm 

Obfervantiam, extra Theatntm Landei 

Ubiqne benevdendaia & anorea fiU ooadi 



InEiigHfliChQa; 

An excellent player 
In the reign of Charles the Second ; 
The cotemporary» and friend of Belter 
and almoft his eqaal. 
Defcended of no ignoble faoiily. 
Nor deftitate of polite learnii^ 

The buiineis of the ftage 

He for many 3rears happily managed 

And by his jnft conduct, and fweetnefs oiina 

Obuined the refeed of all widitn the tha 

The applaote of thofc withont. 

And the good will» andloTt of all mankhud 



BARIW BOOTH, Efq; tty 

h the life and charaaer of Mr. Booth, 
bliBrvedly flood very hiffh in the efteem or 
M, both on account of ^enleafnre whidi 
mm. thoai* and the nativt gooOntCi of keark 
; fee ptikStd. Whether cioiifidercd at-«^ 
jL fiMikmin> a plajmr* a UM»,. or -a 
lib* Booth makes a very yreat AgjeiTet and 
inordinary excellence in hit own profbffion* 
St renders his memory deir to aU men of 
will ever fecore him appkafe aaHMgft thofe 
' fevr, who were bom to inftnift, to fleafe» 
sfbratheir cottntrymta. 



T ., .'.... 
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Dr. George Sewel. 

THIS ingenious gentleman was the dde 
of Mr. John Sewel, treafurer, and du 
clerk of the college of Windfor, in which 
our poet was born. He received his eda< 
at£con fchool, was afterwards feat to the 
veriity of Cambridge, and took the degr 
bachelor of phyiic at Peter-hoofe Colkge. 
then pafTed over to Leyden, and ftndicd 
the famous Boerhaave, and afterwards ret 
to London, where for fever al years he jpraAii 
a Phyfician. He had a ilrong propenmm A 
etry, and has favoured the world with man] 
formances much applauded.. In the year 
he introduced upon tl\e ftage his tragedy i 
Walter Raleigh, taken frq,m thehiftoiical ac 
of that great man's fate. He was chiefly 
cerned in w riling the fifth volume of the T 
and the ninth of the Spectator. He tranl 
with feme other gentlemen, the Metamorpbo 
Ovid, with very great fuccefs, and rendere 
Latin poems of Mr. Addifon into Englilh. 
Sewel made an attempt, which he had not 1 
to execute, of tranflating Quillet's Calli] 
which \v;.s afterwards done bv Rowe. i 
the author of feveral mifcellanous poem: 
which the following is as accurate an accou 
we could polLbiy obtain. 



nfcience, Beauty, the Force of fclofic, 
Troilus, &c. deditated 16 the l^ake of 

Gfrace the Duke of Maryborough; *ilfN(>o 
into Germati/ 1712. This fotjn begini 



ighty prince, and thofe great natiohs feey 
thx vi^orious arms made free |r -. 
bat'famM column^ where thy harness en- 

5l thrtr children who thetf'«m^ire fav'a! 
)at )l>at,iparhlc where thy wqn)k is .flMwn 
1^ gratfefuf counti-y but thy own: , . ' r 

*'•* ■ ' ' ' ■* ' ■ • • i':"'h. •- 
caption bf the TieTdrff Battle, aft^rfcir-; 
C^M^ueror at PhkHkHa,' ffoin(,th^ Sey,e;Aib 

itipns/romLucanjOccafipjfied by thfi.Tr^^ 

m ET^ of the Firft*fto6k of Tibojiusy 
|:«ffll-a8d!»effcd tb Delia. \ ,, ',:...,. 
rtdgjrter Lovmfe^a Widow. ' "* '■'' 
ifth Pf^lm Paj-aphrafcd.* ' 
tfcalBpiftle, .written from tiampftead to 
nMn-, irpon Mr. Addifon^s Catp^ 
in^'t^'Mi*. Addimn'on the.De^th o( tho 
lallifajR- This podm begins thiis, 

lall great Hallifa^t jefijgn to fate, 
9twie'bard upon Kis^alhes wait ? 
irithliim all infpiration fled, 
^e'the mufes with their, patron 4?ad ? 
Aceu9, Addifon, his fpirit reigns, .^ j . ' . 
ing again in thy immorial i!raTnS :' ' 
•e the iift^ning world impartial bends, 
Hallifax and envy now are friends. 

Cupid's 
z 
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Copkl^s Prodtmtdon, or a Defence tii 
a Poem from CSiamcer. 

Dr. SeweU in bit ftate prindplesy wa 
to the caofe of die Tories, tad takes ev 
fion to combat with the bxfhbp of SalUb 
had fo eminently appeared in the can 
Whigs. 

The following is a lift of his profe \ 
which there are fome letters addrdTed to, 
madrerfions npon that eminent prelate^s « 

The Clergy, and the Prefent Minifiry 
being a Letter to the Biihop of Sallfba 
fioned by his LokUhip's new Pre&ce to 
fat Cafe, 8vo. 1713, third Edidon that 
a fomth Edition (fame date) diis is called 
ers Firft Letter to die fiiihop of Salil 
Clergy, &c. 

A Second Letter to the Biihop of Salii 
on the Pnblication of his new VoUuae of 
wherein his Lordfiup's Preface concerain: 
volution, and the Cafe of the Lord &a^ 
amined, &c. 8vo. 1713* 

Remarks upon a Pamphlet entided < 
ons upon the Sute of the Nation 171s 
Edition ; to which is added aPoftfcnpt ti 
dicator of the Earl of Nottingham, vvo. 

An Introduaion to die Life and V/ 
C ■ t Lord Biihop of ^^^^m. Sec 
Third Letter to Uie Biihop of Salilb 
1716. 

A Vindication of the Engliih Stage, c 
in the Cato of Mr. Addiion. In a L 
Nobleman^ 8vo* 1716. 
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Ai^THONY Hammond, 

THIS gentleman was defcendcd fn 
family, of Somerftiam-Place, in t 
of Huntingdon, and was born in the yes 
When he arrK'cd at a proper see, he\ 
member of Parliament^ and did not re 
in the houfe before he diiliguifhed hii 
v.ry eminent fpcaker. Having efpoufed 
interefty his zeal and merit recommcndi 
very confidcrablc public employments, p 
that cf being one of the commiflionc 
royal navy, which place he quitted in the 3 
Tne ingenious Mr. Southern in his ded 
his Innocent Adultery, to Mr. Hammor 
thus of him. * If generofity with friendih 

* ing v.ith good fcnfj, true wit and hum 
' gcod- nature, be accompli (hmcnts to 

' r;cntlcman for a patron, I am fure I havt 

• ill Mr. Hammond.* 

Our author obliged the public with a ^ 
of Original Poems, by the Moft Eminent h 
which himfcif had no fmall (hare. In 
ct'llany are fcvcral poetical performance; 
Martha Fowkes, a lady of exquifite taf) 
belle accompliihments 



Its. 
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As to Mr. Hammond's own |neccs, he ackaow- 
leges, in his preface, that they were written at \ciy 
dttterent times, and particularly owned by him, U]i 
diey (hboid afibmvards be afcribcd to other pcribns ; 
. at dwOde on Solitude, was falfely afcnbcc! 40 .the 
carloJF Rofcommon, and other pieces of his, wcie 
like wife giren to other authors. 

This author wrote the Life of Walter MoylcEfr]; 
prdbeed to his works.— —Mr. Hammond died al/oa 
ibeyear 1726. 






The Rcvd. Mr. Lawrence Eusdew. 

THIS gentleman was defcended from a 
very jgood family in the kingdom of Lelund, 
but received his education^.-at Trinity- college in 
Cambridge. He was honoured with the encourage- 
ment of that eminent patron of the poets the earl 
of Halifax, to whom &coiifecrated4hefirft product 
of his Mufe. He enjoyed likewife the patronage of 
the duke of Newcaftle, who being lordcharabenain, 
at the death of Mr. Rowe, preferred him to the 
Bays. 

Mr. Eofden was for fome part of his life chaplain 
to Richard lord Willoughby de Brook : In tins 
peaceful Atuation of life, one would not expedt 
Mr. Eufden ihould Juive any enemies, either of 
die literary, or aiiy other fort. But. we find he has 
bad many, amongft whom Mr. Pope is the mod 

Vol. IV. N^ 18. K formidable 
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formidable both in power and keenoefs. Ii 
Dunciad, Book I. Line loi. where he repre 
Dulnefs taking a view of her fons, he fays 

She faw old Pryn, in reftlefs Daniel ihine, 
And Eufden eke oat Blackmore's endlefs lim 

^Ir. Oldmixon like^ife in his Art of Logic 
Rhetoric, page 413, affirms, * That of ail 

* Galimatias ne ever met with, rone comes c 

* fome veiies of this poet, which have as mnc 

* tiie ridiculum and the fuilian in them, as can 
' be jumbled tojgether, and are of that fort of : 
' fenfe, which fo perfectly confounds all ideas» 

* there is no diftindk one left in the mind. 

* ther he fays of him, that he hadi pro^heTj^ 

* own poetry ihali be fvixeter than CataUm, i 

* and Tibullus ; but we have little hope of die 
' complifhment of it from what he hath h 

* publilhed." Upon which Mr. Oldmixon has 
fpared a reHexion, that die placing the fa 
en the head of one who wrote fuch verfes, 
give poftcritv a very lively idea of the juftice 
judgment of thofe who bellowed it. 

Mr. Oldmixon no doabt by this rdBexion ini 
arcs, that the laurel ^'oald have better bee 
his own brows than Enfden^s ; but it wcnild 
haps have been more decent for him to 
quiefce in the opinion of the dake of Bnck 
ham (Sheffield' who in his Scffion of the I 
Chus mendons Eofden. 

—In mfh'd Eufden, and cryM, who (hall hai 
But I the true Laiireattowhom the kingnvi 
Apollo begg*d pardon, and granted his cuin 
But Tow'd that ull thea^ he ne^cr heard oi 
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'. '..The Inith is, Mr. ifenfd^n wrote an EpittialaiinlijOtp 

On the marriage of his grace the duke of I^ew- 
caftle, to the right honourable the lady Henrietta 
Godolphia; which was confidered as To gr'^at a 
eomplitfieni by the dukct that in gratitude for it^ 
he preferred him to the laurel. Nor can I ac prc- 
fent fee how he could have made a better chojicc : 
We ihall have occafion to Hnd, us we eatimerace jxh 
writings, that he was no inconfuierable vcrJi£er, and 
though perhaps he h^d not the brightGll parts j. yet 
as we hcaf of no moral blemiHi imputed to hun, 
and as he was digniBi with holy -orders, . kia 
grace a£led a very gen us part, in providing |^ a 
man who had confe > an obligation on J^mv 
The firll rate poets w i*e r of principles very 

difierent from the gov^nu or thought thfoi* 

fdves too diitinguifhc I undergo the drudg^y 
of at! annttal Ode ^ ai in this cafe Eufden mms 
to have had as fair a another^ at le^ a 

better than his aougon; ,t mjuiiu u He faccewfca 
iail ecd a much^reaD^r pc [ban j felf, the JQge- 
|jMg^AowA^>^ Q t; lapSfdiawTqme 
noiciuc upon him. i • u ' 

Mr. Cooke,, ift his liattle of the Poets, fpeaks 
AifofoiKaiittor. 

;llSilil|bi/a lanvd barely \>y fortune rais'd 
By very ^«r vi^i^^f^ I^X fwcr im:w*4* ^ I ; ^ 

A' fite ij^bich ibme qdtics are of opuiiQn|nioft 
befall the Tery poet himfelf, who is thus & re^y 
toexpofe his brother. . ' 

The chief of oar aodior's poetical writings are 
4efe^ . , 

! To the loxd HalUfax, occafioned by the tr^nflaU 
lag into. Latm his lordihip*s Poem on the Battle of 
aeB6yne« 

K t On 
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C'n the duke of Marlborough^s vidory at Oude 
nard. 

A Lerer to Mt. Addifon. 

On the king's acccffion to the throne. 

To the reverend dodor Bentley, on th^ openinj 
of Trinity- CoHegc Chapel, Cambridge. 

On a Lady, who is the moil beautiful and wittj 
w^li^n flie is angry. 

This poem begins with thcfc lines. 

Ivong had I known the foft, inchanting wileS| 
Which Cupid praflifed in Aurelia^s fmiles. 
'1'ill by degrees, like the fam*d Afian Uaght, 
Safely I drank the fweet, tho* poisonous draught. 
Love vex'd to fee his favours vainlv fliQWn, 
The peevilh Urchin murthered with a frown. 

^^erfes at the lafl public commencement at Can- 
bridee, fpoken by the author. 

The Court of Venus, from Claudian. 

The Speech of Pluto to Profeiykie. 

Hero and Leander, tranilated from the Greek of 
Mufasus. 

This Piece begins thus» 

Sing Mufe, the con&ious torch, whofe mighty 

flame, 
(The (hinine iignal of a brighter dame) 
Thro' tracklefs waves* the bold Lcaoder led. 
To taile the dangerous jovs of Hero*i bed : 
• Sing the ftoPn biifs, in gloomy (hades concetlM, 
And never to the blufliing mom revealM. 

A Poem on the Marriage of his grace die doke 
of Tscwcaftle to the right honourable Henrietta 
G6Jolphm, which procured him, as we hare ob- 
iVrvcd already, the place of laureat. 

The 
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ord Rofcommon's Efiay on traaHated verfe» 
I into Latin. 

piftlc to Sir Robert WaJpoIc. - 

5 Poems ; I. On the death of the late kifl[g; 
the Acceffion of his prefent majelly. III. 
Queen. 

le arrival of Prince Frederic. 

origin of the Knights of the Bath, infcribed 
lake of Cumberland. 

Me for the Birth-Day» in Latin and Engiilb^ 
it Cambridge. 

ied at his re£lory at Conelby in LincoljiOiiri^ 

6 of September^ 1730. 
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The Revd. Mf.Lawrence Eachard 



THIS Gentleman, who has been more dil 
tinguifhed as an hiftorian than a poet, was th 
Ton of a clergyman, who by the death of his ddc 
brother, became mailer of a good eflate in Sofiblk 

He received his education at the oniyerfity • 
Cambridge, entered into holy-orders, andwaspve 
fented to the living of Welton and Elkingtoa 11 
Lincolnfhire, where he fpent above twenty ytndi 
his life ; and acquired a name by his. writings «( 
pecially the Hiftory of England. This hiftory wi 
attacked by Dr. Edmund Calamy, in a letter *tt 
the author ; in which, according to the Dr. dietrM 
principles of the Revolution, the Whigs and dM 
DifTenters are vindicated ; and many jperfons d 
diftindiion cleared from Mr. £achard*s aiperfions. 

Mr. John Oldmixon, who was of very oppofiu 
principles to Eachard^ feverely animaflhrexted 
upon him in his Critical Hiftory of Eng- 
land, during the reigns of the Stuarts ; bat u OH* 
mixon was a hireling, and a man ftrongly biaflU 
by party prejudices, little credit is due to his tcC 
timony : Which is moreover acconipanied with I 
perpetual torrent of abufe. Mr. £achard*s gc 
neral Ecclefiailical HiAory, from the nativi^ ol 
Chrift to the firft eftablilhment of Chriftianity hf 
human laws, under the emperor Conftantice th< 
Great, has been much efteemed. 
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Our author was in the year 1712 inftalled 
chdeacon of Stowe , and prebend of Lin- 
Iq. He pnbliibed a tranflation of Terence^s 
omediesy tranflated by himfelf and others ; bot 
I revifed and"coiTe^ted by him and Sir Roger 
*£ftrange : To which is prefixed the life ofTcrencc* 
efides thefe» Mr. Eachard has tranflated three Co- 
edies from Plaotus^ viz.. 

Amphitryon: 
epii>icus. 

R U D E N S. 

With critical remarks upon each play. To which 
B has prefixed a jadicioos parallel between Terence 
id Pkutiift ; and for a clearer decifion of the pointy 
\MX Terence was thermore poMte writer of Comedy, 

1 prodncesthe firft ad of Plaatas's Aulalaria, and 
« firft ad of his Miles Gloriofus, againfl the third 

2 of Terence^s Eanuch. It ought to be obferved 
ays Mr. Eachard) * That Plautus was fomewhat 
foor, and made it his principal aim to pleafe, and 
tickle die common people ; and fince they were 
timoft always delieh.ed with fomeching new, 
irange, and m^ufuaf, the better to humour them« 
he was not only frequently extravagant in his ex- 
preffions, but Ukewife in his charaders too^ and' 
drew them often more vicious, more covetous, 
and more foolifti than they really were, and this 
fo let the people a gazing and wondering. Witii 
thefe fort of charadlers many of our modern 
Comedies abound, v/hich makes them too much- 
degenerate into farce, w hich fcldoin fails of pleu- 
fing the mob.' 

Mr. Eachard has, injuftice to Mr.Drydc^i, given 

fome ihflances of his improvement of Amphi- 

K 4, tr)on. 
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tryon, and conclades them with this jufl remark^ 
compliment to our nation ; ' We find that mai 

* £ne things of the ancients, are like feeds, th 
' when planted on lingiifh ground, by a poet's iki 

* fiil hand, thrive and produce excellent fruit/ 

Thefc three plays are printed in a pocket-volnm 
dedicated to Sir Cliiirles Stdley ; to wJiich. is p 
fixed a recommendi^tcry copy of verfes, by M 
Tate. 

Mr. Eachard died in the year 1730. 






Mr. John Oldmixon 

WA S defcended from the antieot family of l! 
Oldmixons, of Oldnuxon near BridgewiX 
in Somerfetlhire *. We have no accosnt of t 
c'lucation of this gendeman, nor the year in wU 
he vas born. The firfl produdion weraeet wiA 
his was Amyntas, a paftoral, a£ted at the Tkeili 
Koyal, taken from the Amynta of Taflb. T 
preface informs us, that it met with but ill fnooc 
for padoral, though never fo well written, it Jiot 
fo: a lone entertainment on the English Theiti 
dill che original pleafed in Italy, where the perfbr 
ance of the muncal compofer is generally more \ 
garded than that of the poet. The Prologue II 
written by Mr. Dennis. 

• See Jacob*! Lives ef .the Poets^ p. 197c 
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r. Oldjnixon's next piece was entitled the Graver 
ovc's Paradifc ; an Opera reprcfentcd at the 
itre-Reyal in Dmry-LaAe, 1700. In the pre- 
tbe aothor acquaints the critics, * That this 
y is neither tranflation, nor parody ; that the 
•y is intircly new j that 'twas at firft intended 
a paftoral, the' in thethre: lad aRs the'^ig- 
f ot the chara^er raifed it into the forn> f)f a- 
gedy.' The fcenc a Province of Italy, near 
jKalpb of Venice. The Epilogue was written 
If. Farquhar. 

ar author's next dramatic piece is entitled ^ 
Governor of Cyprus, a Tragedy, afted at the 
itre-Royal in Lincoln's-InnFiclds, dedicated 
ar grace the duchefs, of fiolton. 
r. Oldmixon, in a Profe £fl*ay on Crittcifni,. 
ftly cenfures Mr. Addifon, whom alfo^ i\\ 
imitation of Bouhour's Arts of Logic- 
Rhetoric, he mifrcprefents in plain matter 
.&. : For in page 45, he cites the Spedator, n*j 
ing Dr. Swift by name, where tJiere is not the 
hint of it I and in page 304 is fo injurioui* as- 
iiggeil, that Mr. Addifon hi mfel£ wrote that 
cr, Numb. XLIII. which fay^ of his own» 
le, • That it. is as great as ever entered into the 
nd of man.' This^fimile is in Addifon's poem, 
led the Campaign. Where, fays the author of 
Letter, • The fimile of a miniAering- Angel,. 
•A . forth the mod fodate, and the moft a^ive: 
arage> engaged in an uproar of nature* a con- 
lion oif dements, and a. fcene of divine venge- 
cc/ 

Twas then great Marlbro's mighty foul waa 

proved, 
Ihat, in the fliock of charging hoils umnov'd, 
imidfl confufion, horror, and defpair, . 
.xamiA'd all the dreadful fcenes of wac j( 
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In peaceful thought, the field of death fonrey* 
To fainting fquadrons fent the timely aid, 
Infpir'd repuls'd battalions to engage. 
And tanght the doubtful battle who-e to rage. 
So U'hen an Angel by divine command. 
With rifine tempefls fliakea a gnilQr land» 
Such as oflate, o'er pale Britannia paff, 
Calm and ferene, he drives the furioiu Uaft, 
And, pleasM th^ Almighty *a orders to perfenn 
Rides in the whirlwind and direds the ftonn. 

That this letter conld not be written by Mr. < 
difon, there is all the evidence the natarc of 
thing will admit, to believe ; for firft. Sir Rid 
Steele avow'd it to be his, and in the next plaa 
is not probable that Mr. Addifon himfelf'^liad 
high an opinion of this fimile, as to call it as g 
as ever entered into the thought of man ; fo 
has in reality no uncommon ^^reatncls in it. ' 
image occurs a thoufand times m the book of Pfal 
fo that it has not novelty to recommend it, and 
manner of its being expreifed, is no way extrao 
nary. The high terms in which it is celebrated, 
the language of friendfhip, no^ of judgment. 1 
very probable Sir Richard Steele, warm*d with i 
vourite fubje^t, and zealous for the fame of Addi 
might exprefs himfelf thus hyperbolically concen 
it ; but Mr. Addifon was too judicious a critic,tDd 
or fpeak of it in thefe terms, and was befidca tw> i 
tious to run the rifk of doing it himfelf iB fo p«U 
manner. In a word, Mr. Oldmixoo was an 
vious man, and we have feen with how little gro 
of refentmcnt he railed againfl Eufden, becaafe 
gentleman was preferred to the Lanrd. 

Mr. Oldmixon joined the general cry of die on 
ling writers a|auift Mr. Pope; and wrote nuny 
ters in the Pl>mg Poll, with an ' ' lieii to ra 
his repuutiooy with as :c4 s as hit « 

aatagei 
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antagoniib had done. In his profe Eflay on Criti- 
cifm, and in the Arts of Logic and Rhetoric, he 
frequently refledts on Pope, tor which he has re- 
ceived a place in his Dunciad. 

When that eminent fatyrift in his fecond Book, 
line 270, reprefents the Dnnces diving for the Prize 
of Dulnefs, lie in a particular manner dignifies Old- 
inixon, for he makes him climb a lighter, that by 
leaping from.it, he may £nk the deeper in the 
mod. 

In naked majefty Oldmixon (lands. 
And, Milo-Uke, forveys his arms and hands. 
Then fighing thus : ' And am I now threefcoce ^ 
' Ah why, ye Gods ! fhould two and two make 

• four ? 
He faid and dimb'd a ftranded lighter^s height. 
Shot to the black abyfs, and plungM down-ri^hC 
The Senior^s judgment all the crowd admire. 
Who but to fink the deeper, rofe the higher. 

Mr. Oldmixon wrote a hiHory of the Stuarts in 
folk), and a Critical Hiftory of England, in two 
iroliimes oAavo. The former of thefe pieces 
was undertaken to blackea the family of the 
8tuarts. The moil impartial writers and candid 
critics, on both fidca^ have held this work in con- 
tempr, for in every page there breathes a malevolent 
(jpinr, a diijpofitioa to rail and calumniate : So* far 
• from obferving that neutrality and difpaflionate evcn- 
nefs of temper,, which, fhould be carefully attended 
to by every hiftorian^ be fulFers himielf to Lc tran« 
ported with anger : He reviles, wrcfts particular 
pafTazes, and frequently draws forced conclufions, 
A hiftory written in this fpirit has no great claim 
to a reader's faith. The reigns of the Stuarts 
in England were no doubt chcquer'd with many 
evils; and yet it is certainly true, that a man. 
K 6 who. 
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who can fit deliberately down to fearch for errors 
only, muft have a ftrong propenfion to calunuiy^ 
or. at leaft take delight in triumphing over the weaK- 
ncfs of his fellow crcatnres> which is farely no iiu 
dicatiQn of a good heart. 

Mr. O!dmixon, being emplov*d by bifhop Kenneth 
in publifhing the Hilbrians m his collc^ioD, lie- 
perverted iJaniers Chronicle in numberlefs places. 
Yet this very man, in the preface to the Srft of 
thefe, advanced a particular fa^, to charge thica 
eminent perfons of interpolating the lord ClarendoB's 
Hiftory ; which fa^t has been difproved by the- 
bifhop of Rocheiler, JDr. Atterbnry, then the onlr 
furvivor of them ; and the particular part he pretend 
ed to be falfified produced fmce, after almoSliiiiietjF 
years, in that noble author's own hand. 
. ile was all his life a virjulent Party -Writer, and 
received his reward in a fmall poll in the revenae at 
Liverpool, where he died m an advanced age^ 
bu« in what year we cannot learn. 

Mr. Oldmixon, befidcs the works we have 
mentioned, was author of a volume of PoemSi pnb- 
lilhed in 1714. 

The Life of Arthur Maynwaring, Efq; prefixed 
to the works of that author, by Mr. Oldmixon. 

F.ngland's Hiftorical Epillles (Drayton's revivel]^ 

The Life of queen Anne. 
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LiroNARD Welsted, E(qj 

THIS gentleman was defcended from a vcnr 
good Uamty in Leicefterfiure, and received 
fte radiments ' of his edacation iir ' Weffaniiift^ 
Ibhool. We are informed by major Clelandy author 
of a Panegyric on Mr. Pooe, prefixed to the Dundad^ 
ihft he was a member of both the nniverfities. 

In a piece faid to have been written by Mr. WH- 
ftcd, called The Charaaers of the Times, print- 
ed in Svo. 172S, he gives this account of himfelf; 

* Mr. Wetfted had ia his youth raifed fo great 
' expe^ations of his futare genius, that there was 
^ a kind of fh-uggle between the two univeriities, 
*• which ihould have the honour of his ednca- 

* tion ; to compound this, he dvillv became 
' a member of ooth, and afler having pail^d 

* feme time at the one, he removed to the 

* other. From thence he returned to tow^, 
' where he became the darling exp^dation of all 

* the polite writers, whofe encouragement heat- 

* knowledged in his occafional poems, in a man- 

* ner that wiU make no fVnall part of the fame 

* of his protestors. It alfo appears from his 

* works, that he was happy in the patronage of 

* the moft illuftrious charadlers of the prefent age. 
^ Encouraged bv fuch a combination in his fa- 
' vour^ he publifhed a book of poems, fome in 
( die Ovidiab> fome in the Horatian numiier, in 

Jbotb 
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* both which the moH exqui Ate judges pronounces 
' he even rivalled his mailers. His love verfe 

* have refcued that way of writing from contempt 

* In his tranflations he has given us the verj 
' foul and fpirit of his author. His Odes; hii 

^* Epiftles ; his Verfes ; his Love-Talcs ; all an 

* the moft perfedl things in all poetry.' 

if this reprefentation of our author's abilities 
were juft, it would feem no wonder, if th< 
two oniverfities (hould drive with each othe. 
for the honour of his education, but it is cer 
tain the world have not coincided with thi 
opinion of Mr. Welfted ; who, Inr the way, cai 
hardly be thought the author of fuch an extrava 
ganti elf- approbation, unlefs it be an irony, whicl 
does not feem improbable. 

Our author, ho . . ever, does not appear to hav< 
been a mean poet ; he had certainly fron 
nature an exceeding fine genius, but after h< 
came to town he became a votary to pleafure 
and the applaufes of his friends, which taugh 
him to overvalue iiis talents, perhaps Aackencc 
his diligence, and by making him truft folcly to na- 
ture, flight the afliflance of art. 

In the year 1718 he wrote the Triumvirate, or 
a Letter in Verfe from Palemon to Celia from 
Bath, which was meant as a fatire againft Mr. 
Pope. He wrote Several other occafional pieces 
againft this gentleman, who, in recompenco of hii 
enmity, has mentioned him twice in his Dunciad. 
In book ii. 1. 200. where he reprefents the poets 
flattering their patrons with the fullbme ftrains oi 
panegyr'c, in ore' r to procure from them that 
which they very i.^ii wirited, viz. money, be 
ihews VVclied as .u.j ccefsful. 

But Welfted ..*..:■. s.: \ i- b hw-aling balm. 
Strives to vxtracl frou his fcft giving palmi 
Uiiluck/ \/el!led ! thy unfeeling ma&cr, 
1*he more thou tickleft> gripes his fift the fafter. 

Mr< 
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Mr. Welded was likewife charaderifed iri the 

• Treadfe of the Art of Sinlcing, as a Didapper, and 
after as an Eel. He was likewife dcfcribed vnder 

• the chancer of another animal, a Mole» hj the ao- 
. Aor of the fbUowing fiinile» which was haadti 

about at the fame time. 

Dear Welfted, mark in dirty hole 
That painfal animal a Mole : 
Above gixrand never bom to go, 
What mighty flir it keeps below ? 
To make a molehill all this ftrife f 
It dig8» pokes, undermines for life. 
How proud a little dirt to fpread I 
Confdoas of nothing o*er its head. 
*Till lab*rin^ on, for want of eyes^ 
It blunders into light and ^es. 

. But mentioning him once was not enough for Mr. 
Pope. He is again celebrated in the third book, 
in diat famous Parody upon Dcnham*s Cooper's 
Hill, 

O could I flow like thee, and make thy flream 
My great example, as it is my theme ; 
Tho deep, yet clear ; tho* gentle, yet not dull ; 
Strong without rage ; without o*er flowing full. 

Denham. 

Which Mr. Pope has thus parodied ; 

Flow Welftedy flow ; like thine infpirer, beer, 
Tho' ftale, not ripe; tho' thin, yet never clear; 
So fwectly mawkifh, and fo fmootM/ cl.Jl j 
Heady, not ftrong f and foaming tho' not fulL 

How far Mr. Pope's inrinuation is true, that Mr. 
. Wclfied owed his infpinuioa to beer, they who 

read 
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lead his works ma^ determine for tHemfeIyes« 
Poets who write (atire often ftrain hard for 
ridiculous dicumffamces, in order to cipofe thdr 
antagoniftsy and it will be no violence to tmth t» 
fay, that in icarch of ridicule, candour is- fle- 
qucntly loft. 

In the year 1726 Mr. Welfted broueht upon die 
ftage a comedy called The Diflembied Wantoo,. 
or My Son get Money. He met with the 
patronage of the duke of Newcaftle, who waa ft 
great encounter of polite learning ; and we find 
that our author had a very competent place in chc: 
Ordnance-Office. 

His poetical works are chiefly tBefe^ 

The Duke of Marlborough*8 Arrival, a Poem |: 
printed in fol. 1.709, infcribed to the Right Hon. 
the Earl of Dorfet and Middlrfex. 

A Poem to the Memory of Mr. Philips, k- 
fcribed to Lord Solingbroke, printed in fol. 1710. 

A Difcourfe to the Right Hon. Sir Robert Wal* 
pole; to which is annexed Propoials for Tvanflat- 
ing the whole Works of Hoface, with e Spcd- 
nien of the Performance, viz. Lib. Ift. Ode j. 3, 
5 and 22, primed in 4to. 1727. 

An Ode to the Hon. Major General Wade, on 
Occaiion of his difarming the. Highlands^ tmi- 
cated from Horace. 

To the Earl of Clare, on his being created Duke 
of NewcaiUe. An Ode on the Birth-Day of his 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales. To tha- 
FrincefiU a Poem. Aminior and the N' htiooalc^ 

nSoaf 
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ft Song. Thefe four were printed together in 
i7#6. 

Of Falfe Fame» an Epiftle to the Right Hon, 
tSke Earl of Pembroke, 8vo. 1732. 

A Letter to his Grace the Duke of Chandois.. 

To the Duke of Buckingham, on his Eflay ott 
foetry. 

Several finall pieces in the Free Thinker. 

Epiftles, Odes, ^c. written on feveral Sobjefls 1 
with a Diflertation concerning the Perfe^on of tho- 
£ngli(h Language. 

Mr. Welded has tranflat^l Longinus^s Treatife 
on the Soblime. 




Jam] 
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James More Smyth, Efq; 

THIS gentleman was Ton: of Arthur More 
ef(}; one of the lords commiffioners of trade, 
in the reign of Queen Anne ; his mother was the 
daughter of Mr. Smyth, a man of confiderabic 
fortune, who left this his grandfon a handfomc 
eilatc, on which account he obtained an A(k ci 
Parliament to change his name to Smyth. 

Qor author received his education at Oxford, 
and while he remained at the univerfity he wrote 
a comedy called The Rival Modes, his only dra- 
matic performance. This play was condemned in 
the reprefentation, but he printed it in 1727, with 
the followiDg motto, which the author of the Notes 
to the Dunciad, by way of irony, calls modclt 

Hie cailus, artemque repono. 

Upon the death of our author's grandfather, he 
enjoyed the place of paymafter to the band of 
gendemen-penfioncrs, in conjunction with his 
younger brother, Arthur More ; of this place 
his mother procured the reverfion from his late 
Majefly during his father's lifetime. Being a 
man of a gay difpofition, he infinuated himfelf 
into the favour of his grace the duke of Wharton, 
and being, like him, dcftitute of prudence, he 
joined with that volatile great man in writing a 
j^pqr called the Inquifitor, which breathed to 
much th^fpirit of Jacobitifm, that the publifliei 

thoogb^ 
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oaght Droper to facrifice his profit to hii fafe*^ 
■f and difcontinuc it. 

By ofing too mach freedom with the chara£ler 
r ropcj he provoked that |;entleman, who with 
leat ipirit ftiffmatised him m his Dunciad. In 
is fecond book Mr. Pope places before the eyes 
r the dunces the phantom of a poet. He feems; 
illing to eive fome account of the poffibility of 
alneis makine a wit, which can be done no 
dierwife than oy chance. The lines which have, 
elation to Mr. More are fo elegantly fatyric^ 
lat it probably will not difpleafe oox readers to» 
9d them inferted here. 

A poet*t form Ihe placed before their eyes^ 
And bad the nimbleft racer feize the price (. 
No meagre mufe-rid mope, aduH and thin». 
In a dun night-gown of his own loofe ikin, 
But fuch a £ilk as no twelve bards could raife» 
Twelve flarvUing bards of thefe degenerate 

days. 
All as a partridge plumps full-fed, and fair» 
She form'd this image of well-bodied air. 
With pert, flat eyes, flie window'd well its 

head, 
A brain of feathers, and a heart of lead. 
And empty words ihe gave, and founding 

ftrain. 
But fenfelefs, lifelefs ! idol void and vain I . 
Never was dafh'd out at one lucky hit^ 
A fool fo juft a copy of a wit ; 
So like, that critics faid, and courtiers fwore, . 
A wit it was, and call'd the phantom More. 

Though thefe lines of Pope arc fufficiently fa- 
ical, yet it ieems they very little affcAed Mr. 
ore. A gentleman intimately acquainted with 
01 informs us, thac he iias heard Mr. More 
reral times repeat thofc lines, without difcovcr- 

ing 
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ing any chagrin ; and he ufed to obferve, that 
was now fecure of being tranimitced to poilerit 
an honour which, fays he, I could never hi 
arrived at, bat by Pope's means. The eaufe of f 
qnarr^ between this gentleman and that gr 
peet feems to have been this. 

la a letter pablifhed in the Daily Journal Mai 
1 8, lyiSf written by Mr. More, he has the f 
lowii^ words, * Upon reading the third Tolamc 
' Pope*s Mifcellanies, I found £ve lines which 

* thought excellent, and happening to praife the 
' a gentleman produced a modem comedy, I 
' Rival Modes, pablifhed lafl year, where w 
' the fame verfes to a tittle. Thefe gentlen 
' are undoubtedly the firft plagiaries that preN 
' to make a reputation, by Healing from a ma 
' works in his own life-time, and out of a put 
' print.' But it » apparent from the aolei to i 
Dunciad, that Mr. More himfelf borrowed the fi 
from Pope ; for in a letter dated January 27, 17 
addrefTed toMr.Pope, he obferves, ' Thatdiefe vei 
' which he had before given him leave to inicri 
' the Rival Modes, would be known for lus, lb 
' copies being got abroad. He- deiires, neveit 
' lefs, that iince the lines in his comedy have b 

* read to feveral^ Mr. Pope would not deprin 

* »f them.* 

As a proof of tlus circumftance, the teftini 
of lord fiolingbroke is adduced, and the lady 
Hugh Bethel, efq; to whom the verfes were i 
ginally addrdBfed, who knew them to be 1 
Pope's long before the Rival Modes was compd 

Onr author /urtbev charges Mr. Pope with be 
an enemy to the church and ftate. ' The 1 
' moirs of a Pariih Clerk, lays he, was a. v 
« doU, and unjoft abofe of the biihop of Sai 

* (who wrote in defence of onr religion and coi 
; totioD) who has been dead amy ycaia.' '1 
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»» contiiiiies die author of die NoM to the 
ndad, is likewife untrue^ it beia| Vnowi to 
Bn, that thefe Memoirs were wntitii tt die 
t of die lord Harcoi t in Oxfbrdfliiie, before 
deadi of hattuap Bm t» and many yearabe- 
» Ae appearance oi t hiflory* of wkkk 
r are pietended to 1 abofe. Moft tnie 

m thlit Mr. More n i a de%a, and 

I himfelf die man ^ JF^"^ ^- Arboth- 
i and Mr; Pofws to amft lum tkereini and 
the borrowed diofe Memoin of the lattei^ 
■i diat hiftonr came forth^ with intent to 
i dMon to fa^ abofei bet being able to ob- 
it fiep Pope bat one fin^ hint, and either 
hit mindt or having more mind than.a- 
contented himfdlF jto keep the ftid 
and read Aem as his own to all his 
gnaintaace. A noUe pecfon there is, into 
ifb'cmnpany P<^ once chanced tt> introdoce 
I, «Ao well remembered the consveriation of 
« Idore to have turned upon the contempt 
had for that reverend prelate^ and how full 
was Df a .defign ha declared himfelf to have 
enofing him; this noUe perCui is the earl of 

«BMfOI%h.* 

MS Mr. Pope was obliged to reprefent dus m* 
m as a plagiary, or to pafs lor one him%lf. 
:iJm indeed, as the autbor of tbeaoses to the 
ted obferves, was like diat of a asan who» 
s was fitting in company, perceived his next 
dboor.had ftoien his handlcenchief. * Sir, (aid 
thief, fioding himfelf deteded, do not expoid 
», I did it for mere want ; be fo good but to 
e .it privately out of my pocket again, and 
nothmg/ The honeft man did fi>, but the 
er cried out. See, gentletaienl what a thief 
JbjLve amoAg us I toofct he is fteeling injD 
tdkcrchief/ 

Thf 
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The plagiarifm of this pcrfon gave occafioii 
the following epigram ; 

More always fmiles whenever he recites i 
He (iniles (you think) approving ^hat he writ 
And yet in this no vanity is ihoun ; 
A modeft man may like what* s not his own* 

The fmaller pieces which we have heard at 
buted to this author, are, An Epigram on i 
Bridge at Blenheim, by Dr. Evans ; Col'melia, 
Mr. ritt, Mr. Jones, &c. The Saw-Pit, a Sim: 
by a Friend , and fomw unowned Letters, Adv 
tiiements, and Epigrams againft Mr. Pope !■ i 
Daily Journal. He died in the year I7'34» ud 
he wrote but orx comedy unfuccefsfulljr, and 
other pieces of his meeting with any applav 
the reader will probably look upon him as a man 
little genius i he had a power however of renderi 
his converfation agreeable by a facetious and gent 
man -like manner, without any of the ftiflsiefs 
the fcholar, or the ufual petulance of a poet. 1 
always lived in affluent circumAancet, and I 
mixing with genteel company, his habit of d 
gaoce was never loft, a late which too Ireqnei 
ly happens to thofe, who, nctwithftanding t 
briffhteft parts, are excluded the circle of pdii 
neS by the oppreiions of poverty. In this li| 
Mr. 'Pope muft havo confidered him, or he, wl 
was one of the politeft men of the age, hs im 
as the gneateft poet, would never nave utfr 
duced him to the eail of Peterboronrii. 
does not appear that Mr. More had parts ouenH 
fuficient to entitle him to the notice of Pope, ai 
therefore he muft have confidered' him onljr 
a gentleman. Had he poiTefied as mttch pr 
dw^ as polite nefsy he would have avoided by i 
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inconing the difpleafure of Pope, who, as 
je was the warmeft friend, was likewife a very 
lowerfal and implacable enemy. In this contro- 
rerfy, however, it is evident enough that Mr. 
Iifoore was the aggrefTor, and ft is likewife certain 
that his punifhment has been e^ual to his offence. 

He died Oftober i8, 1734, at Whifter, near 
Ifleworth in Middlefex^ for which county he was a 
joftice of peace. 
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Mr. J o H N D E NN I s. 

XHIS cdebrated critic wgs. born in Lon« 
don ia the year i6;7« his father being a 
fy and an eminent citizen *. 
He received, his early education at Harrow on 
the Hilly under the pious and learned Dr. Williaoi 
Ibra, bavine for his fchoolfeilows many* young 
AoUemen, who afterwards made a confiderablc^ 
1^ in the ftate. He removed from (iarrpw ta 
Caias College in Cambrid^e^ where he wa^ ad.^ 
titled January 13, 167c, in the 18th year of hii 
l|e. In due time Mr. Dennis took the degree of 
Hchelor of arts, and after quitting the univerfi* 
fy he indulged a paillon which he had enteruin- 
N for travelling, and fet out for France and 

• jacolj'i Liyes of the Poets. 

Italy. 
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taly. In thecourfe of his travels he, no deabc^ 
made fuch obfervations upon the ^vernmenc and 
genius of the people whom he vJiited, as enabled 
him to make a jull comparifon between foreign 
ilates and his own country. In all probability, 
while he was in France and Italy, he conceived 
an abhorrence of dofpotic government, the ef- 
fedb o£ which he then had an opportunity more 
intimately to difcern ; for he reiurned home ftill 
more confirmed in Whig principles, by which hit 
political conduct was ever governed. 

Our author in his early years became ncqnaint- 
cd with fome of the brighteft geniufes whkk 
then illuminated the regions of wit, fach as Dty* 
den, Wyclierly, Con^reve, and Southern, 'tiu 
converfation was in itielf fu/Hdent to divert hit 
nind from the acquifition of an/ profitable art^ 
or the exercife of any profeflion. He ranked him* 
felf amon^ the wits, and from that moment hdd \ 
every attainment in contempt, except what lelflK* ^ 
ed to poetry, and taHe. 

Mr. ^Dennis, by the inftances of eeal which ke 

five for the Proteftant fncceflion in the idgpi of 
ing William, and Queen Anne, obtained the ft- 
tronage of the duke of Marlborongh, who po- 
cured him the place of one of the Qaeen^s '^ 
ers in the Cuftom-houfe, worth 120 1. per 



which Mr. Dennis held for fix yean. DiiiiB|tkl 
time he attended at die Cuftom-houfe, heiM 
fo profufely, and managed his affairs with fl 
little oeconomy, that in order to difcharge fam 
prefling demands, he was obliged to diljpob 
of his phce. When the earl of'^HallifaaCp wiA 
whom he had the honour of being acqpaantedL 
heard of Mr. Dennises defign, he fent for him, ail 
in the moft friendly manner, expoftolated with 
kirn upon the folly, and rafhnefs of difpofing of 
his place, by which (fays his Iprdfliip) yon wiB 
foon become a beggar. Mr. Denius : sttfeattd 

hk 
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Adiceh »^ the preffinj; demlmils iktt weit ' 
wie upon him : which did not h^went fa- 
his lot^&ip. who inilfted if h^ did fell it, 
Md be ^uh fome i^erfiotl t(y %i&Mf fyr 
^g^ of fort^ years, ' k terfai Whidh the eafl 
no notion Mr. Dennb could exceed, B tit he 
milUken in his calculatjon lipan our poet*s 
iieiiEiofi, who out lived tHe term of forty ycari 
lated when he fold his place^ arid fuliilled in 
ry advanced age, what hb lordfliip had pro- 
led would befaJ hint. Thia circumftaiicc our 
or hlnt£ Et in his dedlcatioa of his poem on 
Sattle of Ramellies, to lord Hallifajr, ' 1 have ^ 
3cly, fays he, had very great obligations to » 
nr lordftiip, you have been pleafed to take 
me care of my fortune, at a time when I mod ' 
lilted it, and bad the leaft reafon to expcd It 
Hn yon/ This poem on the Battle of Ranaol- 
is a cold unfpirited performance ; it has nei- 

ftrc, nor elevation, and is the true poetical ^ 
r of another poem of his, on the battle of ; 
ihelm, addrcil'ed to Queen Anne, and for which ^ 
dhke of M^rJborough rewarded him, fays Mr, . 
xter^ with a prefcntof a hundred guinea!;. Ixi ' 
e poeas be has introduced a (cind of machine- 
'gbod and bad angels inteireft themfelvei in the . 
Mif and his hero, the diike of Marlborough, . 

3f$ a lat*^ fhare of the coeleftiiRl proteAion. ' 
r. Dennis had opce contr^^^ted a frieodihip * 
1 Sir Richard Steele, whom he.afierwfkicds.ie' 
i}f attacked. Sit Richard Had promifed that 
wofild tkke fome opportunity of jjo^ntioning 
works in public with advantage, aiid endea- 
r to raife his reputation. When Sir RicKard 

Which frieadfliip he ill repaid. Sir Richard ooce he- 
e bail fitr Dennis, who hearing that Sir Richard was ar^ 
4 oo his account, cried out, ••*Sdeath1 Why did not he 
ief ovt of the way, at I did ? 

iToL. JV. N?. 19. L engage! 
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engaged in a periodical paper, there was a fair 
occafion of doing it, and accordingly in one of hia 
SpC(^\atur& he quotes the following coupkt, >\hich 
he ii pleafed to call humorous, but which however 
lb a iranflation from fioileau. 

One fool lolls his tongue out at another. 
And (hakes his empty noddle at his brother. 

The citation of this couplet Mr. Dennis imagin- 
ed, was rather meant to affront him, than pay a 
compliment to his genius, as he could dilcovei 
rcthing excellent in the lines, and if there was, 
tlu'y being only a tranflation,in fome meafure abated 
the merit of them. Being fired with refentment 
at this affront, he immediately, in a (pirit of fury, 
wrote a letter to the Spe^ator, in which he treat- 
ed him with very little ceremcny, and informed 
him, that if he had been fincere in paying a com- 
pliment to him, he fhould have chofen a Quotation 
from his poem on the Battle of Ramellies ; he 
then points out a particular paffage, of which he 
himfelf had a very high opinion, and which we 
^.ill here infcrt as a fpecimen of that performance. 

A cccleftial fpirit vifits the duke of Marlborough 
the night before the battle, and after he has faid 
fc\'eraf other things to him, goes on thus, 

A wondrous vi£lory attends thy arms, 
(jrcat in itfelf, and in its fequel vail; 
V/hofe Lcchoing found thro' all the Weft (hall 

run, 
1 ranfporting the glad nations all around. 
Who oft (hall doubt, and oft fufpend tlieir joy. 
And oft imagir.e all an empty dream ; 
The conqueror himftlf (hall cry amazed, 
*Tis not our work, alas wc did it not ; 
The hand of God, the hand of God Is here f 

For 
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Far thee, To great (hall be thy high renown. 
That fame (hall diiak no moiic nice thy lu.iio ; 
Around the •circling globe it ihall be Icrcad, 
And to' the worlds ufl ages (ball endure ^ 
And the mod lofty, moft afpiring man. 
Shall want th' afliirance in hi« fecrcc prayers 
To ask fuch liigh felicity and fame. 
As Heav*n has freely eranced thee ; yet this 
That feems fo great, (o glorious to thee now, 
Woald look how low-» how vile to tby great 

mind. 
If I could fet before th* aftonifh'd eyes, 
Th* excefs of glory, aad th* excefs of blifs 
That is prepar'd for thy expiring foal, 
Wiien thou arriy*il at everlafting day. 

The ouotation by Mr. Deanis is longer, but we 
are peruiaded the reader will not be difpleafed 
that we do not take the trouble to tranfcribe the ' 
whole, as it does not improve, but rather grows 
more languid. How (brangely are people deceiv- 
ed in their own productions ! In the language of 
fificeritv we cannot difcover a poetical conception, 
one linking image, or one animated line in the a- 
bove, and yet Mr. Dennis obferves to Sir Richard 
Steele, that thefe are the lines, by quoting which, 
he would really have done him honour. 

But Mr. Dennis's refentment did not terminate 
here ; he attempted to eippofe a paper in the Spe^a- 
tor upon dramatic condua, in which the author en- 
deavoors to fhew that a poet is not always obliged to 
dillribute poetical juftice on this very reafcmabk slo- 
count, that good and evil happen alike to all men 
on this fide, the grave. To this propofition our 
critic objcds, * that it is not only a very falfe, but 
' a dangerous aifertion, that we neither know what 

* men really arc, nor what they fufFcr. Bcfides, 
' fays he, let it be confidered, that a man is a 

* creature^ who is created iinmoctal, and a crea- 

L £ ♦ turc 
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' cure confequently that will find a compennidbn 

* in futurity, for any feeming inequality ia his 

* deftiny here; but the creatures of a poetical 

* creator, are imaginary, and tranfitory ; they hare 
' no longer duration than the reprefentatson of 

* their refpedive fables, and confequently if they 
' ^IFend, they mull be punifhed during that rcpre* 

* fentation, and therefore we are very far> firom 
' pretending, that poetical jnftice is an equal re« 
^ prefcntation of the juflicc of the Almighty.' In 
fupport of this opinion our critic produces the 
example of Euripides, and the beft poets amongft 
the ancients, who pradifcd it, and the aothonty 
of Ariilotle, who eiiabliAied the rule. Bat aauife, 
or Shakefpear, which is another word for lUMfCj 
is by no means in favour of this equal diftribn- 
tion. ' No chara£ter caii be repreti^nted hi trage- 
dy abfolutely perfed, as no firch charader ex- 
ills; but a charader which poifeffes snore vir- 
tues than vices, may be upon the whole aniA- 
ble, and yet with the ftrideft propriety may be 
made the chief foffercr in the drama* IfanypaC- 
iton flrongly predominates in the heart of niui, it 
will often expofe him to fnch fnares, entangle him 
in fuch dificulties, and opprefs him wiSi ftdl 
wants, that in the very nature of things, he noft 
fink under the complicated weight of taifery. 
This may happen to a charader extremely ami- 
able, the paiiion which gprems him may be tierraed 
unhappy, imt not guilty, or if it (honld partake 
the nature of guik, fallible creatures cannot d- 
ways combat with facoefs againft guilty paiBoni. 

I'he drama being an imitation of nature, the 
poet caufes a compofition of charaders formed in 
his imagination to be reprefented by players i thcfe 
cbaradlers charm, or difpleafe, not only for what 
they do; during the reprefentation of the fabtet 
bi t we love, or hate them for what they lunre ' 
done before their appearance i and- we draadl, er' 

warmly 



JOHN DENNIS. 22f 

wArmly expert the confequences of their frcfolutt- 
oos alter they depart the ilage. The illniion 
.would not be fuffioiently ilrong, if we<lid not fup- 
pofe the dramatic periODs equally accoiuitable tp 
dw powers^ above u«, aii we are ourfelves. This 
Sii^Kcfpear Jias taken care forcibly to iinpreTs upon 
kis andience, ia making the ghoft of the murthercd 
kins of Denmark, charge his fon not to touch his 
mottier^s life, but leave her to heaven ; and the re- 
flexions of her own confcience to goad and ding 
her. 

Mr, Dennis's reafoning, upon the whole amounts 
to this, that no perfe^ charad^r ihoiild foifef in the 
drama i to whicn it may be anfweied, that no per- 
fe&.charader ever did fnffer in the drama ; becaufc 
no poet who draws from nature* ever introduced 
one, for this very good reaibn, that there are noue 
in exilleoce. 

Mr. Dennis, who wfts rcftlefs in attacking thofe 
writers, who met with fuccefs, levelled fome more 
crittcifBis tgaiaft die Spedators i and amongft the 
rsft endeavoured u> expofe Mr. Addifon's Illudra- 
tioas of the Old Ballad, called Chevy Chace ; of 
which we ihall only fay, that he performed this talk 
ai:re fuccefsfally than he executed his Animad- 
verfions upon Poetical J uftice.. 

We have already tajcen notice of the warm at* 
tachment Mr. Dennis always had to the Whig-In- 
tereft, and his particular .zeal for thp Hanoveridf^ 
fttccc^on* He wrpce many lectors and pamphlets, 
for the adminiflration of the earl of Goiiolphii), 
and the duk^ of Marlborough, and never failed 
to U(h the French with ajd the feverity nacaral to 
him. 

When the peace (which the Whigs reckoned the 
moft inglorious ciiat ever ^yas made) was about to 
iicratifiedf Mr. Dennis, whq certainly over-rated his 
importance, took it into his ipaagination, that whea 
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the terms of peace (hoald be llipulated, fone pc 
Ibnsy who had been moft aflive againft the Prenc 
would be demanded by that nation as hoflagei 
and he imagined himfelf of importance ■< 
no«igh to be made choice of, but dneaded K 
being given op to the French, as the-greateft ei 
that could befall him. Under the inflnence of^tli 
ftrone delniion, he a^nally waited on the duke ( 
Marlborough, and beggM his grace^s interpofido 
that he might not be i'acnficed to the French, f( 
iays he, * 1 have always been their enemy.* 1 
this ft range requeft, his grace very grave'y replk' 
' Do not near, Mr. Dennis, you /ball not be givi 
■* up to the French ; J have been a greater enemy i 
' them than you, and you fee I am not afraid i 
* bemg facrificed, nor am in the leaft diftnrbed 
Mr. Dennis upon this retired, well fatisfied with h 
grace's anfwcr, but there ftill remained upon fa 
i pints a dread df his becoming a prey to fome < 
the enemies of Great Britain. 

He foon after this retired into the conntryj I 
fpcnd fome time at a friend's houfe. While he W3 
walking one day by the fea fide, he faw a ihip i 
full fail approaching towards the fhore, which h 
diftra6ed imagination dilated, was a French flu 
fent to carry him o(F. He hurtied to the gei 
tleman*s houfe with the utmoft predjMtatioa, oi 
braided him with treachery, as being privy to tl 
attempts of the French againft his life, and wiihoi 
ceremony quitted his houfe, and pofted to Loadoi 
as faft as he could. 

Mr. Dennis, who never cared to be an onconcen 
ed fpeAator, when any bufinefs of a pablic or ii 
pnrtant nature was in agitation, entered the H 
\^i:h the celebrated Mr. Sacheverel, who in tl 
yrnr 1702 publiflied at Oxford apiece called d 
Political Union, the purport of which was toihc* 
That the Church and the Sute are invariably coi 
nedled, and that the one cannot fnbiift withont tl 

othc: 
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r. Mr. Dennis in anfwer to this, in a letter to 
»iber of parliament, with much zeal, force of 
meot, ana lefs ferocity than ufual, endeavours 
^erthrow the propofition, and fhew the danger 
rieftcraft, both to religion and government. 
this letter he very fcnfibly obfcrves, * That 
ce the very fpirit of the chriftian religion, is 
: fpirit of union and charity, rt follows by con - 
[uence, that a fpirit of divifion, is a fpirit pf 
lice, and of the Devil. A true fon of the 
orch, is he who appears moil for union, who 
aathes iK>thing but charity ; who neelcfis dll 
irldly ereatnels to bear his mafter^'s yoKc ; and 
lO has learned of him to be meek and lowlv 
h:art/ 

c (hews that the moderate part of the Church of 
land are the truell church ; and that violent 
f which differs from the moderate ought to be 
d Dilfenters, becaufe they are at a ereater dif- 
a from charity, which is the charaderitlic 
; true church, than any Diflenters. By which, 
he» * It appears that Mr. Sacheverel has made 
i to whip himfelf, for if only the true Church 
England is to remain, and if the moderate part 
e true church, the mod violent ought the leail 
e tolerated, becaufe they diSer from charity ; 
confequently are more ready to diftarb the pub* 
€«ce.' 

I 1703 he puWifhcd propofals for putt'ng 
>eedy end to the war, by ruining th>: cr ra- 
re of the French and Spaniards, and fecur!ng 
>yvn without any add tional expence to the i)a> 
This was thought a very judicious, and W^U 
^ned plan. 

I lyoiS our author publilhed an EfFay on the 
an Opera, in which, with an irrefiftable fore , 
Mws the extreme danger that a generous natldn 
xpofed to, by too much indulging effcminaie 
L 4 mufic. 
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miific. In the preface he quotes a paiTage 
fioileau, in which that fatirift exprefTes hixnielf 
much feverity againfl eroafculating divcrfions 
the Italian muiic in particular. 

He obfenxs, * That the modern Italians 
the very fame fun and foil with the antient Roi 
and yet are their manners diredlly oppoiite. ' 
men are neither virtuous, -wife, or valiant, anc 
who have rcafon to know their women, never 
them out of their fight. 'Tis impoflibic to giv. 
reafon for fo great a difference between the a: 
Romans, and the modern Italians, but only lu: 
aiid the reigning luxury oC modem Italy, is 
foft and effeminate mufic, which abounds ii 
Opera.' 

In this EfTay Mr. Dennis remarks, that 
tertainments entirely made up of n^ufic cai 
^ftx inilrudl the mind, nor promote one ext 
purpofe in human nature. ' Perhaps, fay 

* the pride and vanity that is in mankind, 

* determine the generality to give into muiic, . 

* expence of poetry. Men love to enjoy 

* plcafures entirely, and not to have them refti 

* by awe, or curbed by mortification. Now 
' are but few judicious fpedlators at our dra 
' reprefentatione. £nce none am be fo, bui 
'with great endowments of sature have ) 

* very generous education; and the reft an 
' quently mortified, by pacing foolifli judgm 

* But in mufic the cafe is \ aftly difi'erent ; to , 

* of that requites only ufe, and a fine ear, i 

* the footman oft has a great deal finer tbi 

* mailer. In (hort, a roan without common 

* may very well judge of what a man writes 

* out common- fenfe, and without common 

* compofes." He then inquires what the i 
quence will be if ve baniih poetry; which is. 
ta fr, politcncfs, erudition and public iptril 
fall with it, and all for 4 Song. 
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The decleniion of poetry in Greece and Rome 
was foon followed by that of liberty and empire ; 
according to Rorcommon in his E^ay on Tranfiated 
Vcrfe. 

Tnie poets are the guardians of st (late. 
And when they fail, portend approaching fate: 
For that which Rome to conquefl did inlpire. 
Was not the Veftal, but the Mufes fire ; 
Heaven joins the bleflings^ no declining age 
£*er felt the Captures ot poetic rage. 

In 171 1 Mr. bennis publiflied an EfTay upon 
Public Spirit, being a facirc in profe, upon the 
Manners and Luxury of the Times, the chief 
foarces of our prefent Parties and Divifions. This 
is one of the moll finiflied performances of our au- 
tllor ; the intention is laudable, and the executiun 
equal to the goodnefs of the defign. He begins 
the EfTay, with a definition of the love of our 
eonntry, Ihews how much the phrale has been prof- 
tituted, and how feldom underftood, or practii'ed 
in its genuine fenfe. He hen obferves how dellruc- 
tivc it is to indulge an imitation of foicign fathions ; 
that fafhions are often folio wed by the manners of 
a people from whom they are borrowed -, as in 
the beginning of king Charles ihe lid's reign. 
After the general diftra£lion which was immedi- 
ately confequent upon the Relloration, lord Halifax 
informs us, the people began to (hake off their 
flavery in point of drefs, and to be afhamed of their 
fcrvility in that particular j * and that they might 

* look the more, \ays his lord (hip, like a diftind 

* people, they threw otr their falhions, and put on 

* veils : The French did not like this independence, 

* this flight (hewn' to their tafte, as they thought it 

* portended no good to their politics, confidering 
' that it is a natural introduction, firfl to make the 

* world their aflef, that they may afterwards make 

L c * them 
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• them their flaves. They fcnt over the dachefs < 

• Fortfmouthy who, befides many other commiflioii 

• bore one to laugh us out of our vefts, which H 

• performed fo effeflually, that in a moment « 

• we-e like fo many footmen, who had quitted the 
' ni afters livery, we took it again, and returned ' 

• cur old fervicc. So that the very time of don 

• tn {»avc a vjry critical advantage to Franc 

• fir.q^ it looked like an evidence of retorning i 

• their interefts, as well as their fafliions.* 

Af:er giving this quotation from the marquis < 
Halifax, he proceeds to inveigh aga^nft the vario' 
I inds of luxury, in which people of fadiion indulj 
themfelves. 

He obferves that luxury has in a particular mai 
rer been deftrudive to the ladies : * That artifici 
' dainties raife in their conilitutions fierce ebuU 

• tions, and violent emotions, too rude for the dl 

• licate texture of their fibres ; and for half th 

• ytar together, they r cither take any air, re 
' ufe any eAercife to remove them. From henc 

• dil^empctrs of body and mind ,• from hence an in 

• f.Dity of irregular defires, unlawful amours, in 

• trigues, vapours, and whimfies, and all the na 

• merous, melancholy croud of deep . hyfterici 
' A'mptoms ; from hence it comes to pafs that th 

• fruit of their bodies lie in them like plants ii 
' h:)t-beds ; from hence it proceeds that our BridH 

• maids, who in the time of our Henrys, w:re r.c 
' held marriageable till turned of twcntjv are no\ 

• become falling ripe at twelve, and forced to pre 

• maturencfs, by the heat of adventitious fire. -Wc 

• has luxury cnly clianged cur natnrcr.^ but trani 

• f rmed oar fexes : We have men that arc mof 

• fofr, more languid, and more paiTiv^ thaawomei 

• Gn the other iide we have women, who, as . 

wer 
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/ wcfe in revenge, are mafculine in their defires, 

• and mafcoline m their praAices.* 

' In a pretty advanced age Mr. Dennis, who th^n 
laboared under fevere nccefTities, publiihed two 
volames of Letters, by fubfcription. which are 
by far the moft entertaining n.irt of his writ- 
ings. They have more fprightHnefs anJ force 
in them than, from reading hi'-' other woiks, we 
would be difpofed to imagine. Thoy arc a-ldieflWl 
to perfons diftinguilhc 1 by their fortune, ge- 
nius, and exalced Itacion ; the duke of Marlborough, 
die loid Lanfdowne, e.irl of Got?<>]phin, earl of 
Halifax, Mr. Dryden, Mr. Prior, Mr W.chcrley. 
Henry Cromwel, Efq; Walter Moylc, Efq; and 
Sir Richard Blaclcmore. He cntidcs them Letters, 
Moral and Critical. The Critical are chiciiy 
imployed upon Mr. Addifon's Cato, which he cen- 
sures m Tome places with great judicc, and crirital 
propriety : In other places he only difcovcrs fplecn, 
tnd endeavours to bnrlefque noble pa.Tagcs, merely 
frpm rcfentment to the a»:thor. 

There is likcwifo pabliftied amon^ft thefe letttirs, 
an enquiry into the genius and writings of Shake- 
fpsar. He contends for ShakcfpCar's ijjnorance of 
the antients, and obferves, that it wo mJ derogate 
much from his glory to fuppofe him to have read, 
or nnderdood tliem, beraufc if he had^ his not prnc* 
tifme their art, and not reflraininj the lu.^curiance 
" of his imagination would be a reproach to him. 
After bellowing the higheil panc:;\ric upon Shake- 
fpcar, he fays, • That he feems to have been the 

• very original of our Englifh tragical h.irmony ; 

• that is the harmony of blank vcrfe, divcrfified 

• often by diflyllablc and trifylhiblc terminations. 

• For that divcrfity diftinguiflies it from heroic har- 

• mony, and bringing it nearer to common ufe. 

• makes it more proper to gain attention, and more 
' fit for a^ion, and dialogue. Such vcrfes we 

L 6 ' make 
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• make when we are writing profe, we make fuc 

* vcrfe in common converfation.^ 

One of the reafons Mr. Dennis affignt f( 
Shakefp^ar^s waot of learning, is» that Jalii 
Cxfar, in the play which goes by his nain< 
n'.akes but a third rate £gnre, and had he (favs ih 
author] confiihcd the I adn writers, he could n< 
have been -guilty of fuch an error ; but this is ft 
from bcirgconclufive, which might as well be o« 
jng to his having a contempt for Ca:far*s charade 
and an enthufiailic admiration for thofe of Bruti 
and CaiTius. 

Another profe Eflay of Mr. Dennises, whic 
does him very great honour, is his Grounds of Cr 
ticifm in Poetry. Amongll many mafterly thing: 
which he there advances, is the following. ' To 

* antient poets (fays he) derived that advantag 
' which they have over the moderns, to the con 
' flituting their fubjefts after a religious manner 

* and from the precepts of Longinus, it appeti 

• thn^t the grt aieit fublimity is to be deriveci frox 

• religious ideas.' 

Mr. Dennis then obfcrvcs, that one of the prin 
cipal reafons, that has made the modern poetry ( 
contjniptiblc, if, that by divefting itfelf of religioi 
it is fallen from its dignity, and its original natni 
and excellence ; and from the ereatcft prodDftio 
in the mind of man, it is dwindled to an extravasaiH 
:md vain amufement. When fubje^ls are in tSen 
fclvcs great, the ideas of the writer muft likewife l 
grc-it; and nothing is in its nature fo dignified I 
religion. This he illuflrates by many cxamph 
ftom Milton, who when he niifes his voice to hei 
ven, and Speaks the langucoge of the divinity! the 
decs he reach the true iublime; but when he di 
fcends to the more trifling confideration of husia 
things, his wing is neceifarily depreflod^ aad h 
drains are Icfs tranfporting. 
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Wc (hall now take a view of Mr. Dennis, in that 

En of his life and wriiiogs^ m^ which he makev a 
9 conliderable figure, by cxjpoTiDg hixpfdf to the 
fefcotment of onfr fo much his fuperior ; and who» 
after a long provocaciun. at lail let loofc his rage 
againil him, in a manner that no time can oblite- 
rate. Mr. Dennis wc have already obferved, waged 
a perpetual %var with fuccefsful writers, except thotc 
few who were his friends ; but ne>rer engaged wich 
To much fury, and lefs juftice, againft the writings 
of any poet, as thofe of Mr. Pope. 

Some time after the death of Dryden, when 
Topers reputation began to grow, his friends who 
were fanguine in his interefl, were imprudent 
enpugh to make comparlfons, and really alfcrr, that 
foyc was the grcarell poet of the two : Dennis, 
who had made court to L)ryden> and was rcfpctftrd 
by him, heard this with indignation, and immedU 
itely exerted all the criticifm and force of which 
he was mader, to reduce the charafkr of Pope, 
la this attempt he neither has fuccceded, nor did he 
purfue it like a gentle nun. 

In hu reScxions onPope^s Eflay on Criticirm, he . 
nfet the following unmannerly epithetA. ' A young 

* ffuab, ihort gentleman, whoie outward form tho* 
' it fliould be that of a downright monkey, would 
' DOC differ fo much from human (hnpei as his un- 

* thinkinfi^ immaterial part does from human un- 

' derftanding. He is as ilupid and as venemous 

' as an hunch-backed toad. -*^ A book through 

* which folly and ignorance, thole brethren (o lajn^, 
' and impotent, do ridiculoufly look very big, afld 
' very dull, and ftrut, and hobble cheek by jowl, 

* with their arms on Idmbo, being led, and fui - 
' ported, and bullv-backcd, by that blind Hedc r 

* impudence.' The reafons which our critic gives 
for this extraordinary fury arc equally ridiculous. 

• I 
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* I regard him (fays he) as an enemy, noi 

* much to me» as to my king, to my country, 

* to my religion. The epidemic nudncfs of 
' times has given him reputation, and repatai 
' is power; and that has made him danger 

* Therefore I look on it as my duty to kingdeoi 
' and to the liberties of my country, more dear t 

* life to me, of which I have now been 40 yeai 

* conflant affertor, &c. I look upon it as my d 

* I fay to do, Reader obferve what,— — 

* pull the lion's /kin from this little afs, which 
' pular error has thrown round him, and ihew 1 

* this little author, who has been lately fo m 

* in voeue, has neither fenfe in his thoughts, 

* Englim in his exprefHons. See his Remarks 

* Homer, Pref. p. 2. and p. 91. 

Speaking of Mr. Pope's Windfor-Forrcft, he fi 
' It is a wretched rhapfody, impudendy writ 

* emulation of Cooper's- Hill. The aathor of i 

* obfcure, is ambiguous, is aH^Acd, is temerari( 
« is barbarous.' 

After thefe provocations, it is no wonder t 
Pope (hould take an opportunity of recording I 
in his Dundad ; and yet he had fomc efteem 
our author's learning and genius. Mr. Dennis ; 
his name to every thmg he wrote againft him, w)k 
Mr. Pope coniidered as a circumftance of candxi 
He pitied him as a man fnbjed to the donunion 
invidious paeons, than which no feverer fcnCid 
can tear the heart of man. 

In the firft Book of his Dunciad, line L03, he 

Srefents Dullnefs taking a view of her fons ; 1 
lus mentions Dennis, 

Shefaw flow Philips creep like Tate's poor pa 
And all the mighty mad m Dennis rage. 
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mentions Him again (lightly in hit fecond 
line 2}o» and in his third Book* line- 165, 
notice of a quarrel between him and Mr» 

ty he fays, 

Dennis! Gildonah! what lU-fiarrM rage • 
det a friendfhip long con£rm*d b^ age ? 
icheadsy with reafon, wicked wits abhor, 
fool with fool, is barbr*oas civil war, 
)race» embrace, my fons ! be foes no more I 
glad vile poets, with true entices gore. 

anthor gained little by his oppofition to 
in which he muft either have violated bis 
ent, or been under the influence of the 
ift prejudice that ever blinded the eyes of 
an ; for not to admire the writings of this 
nt poet, is an argument of a totafdeprava- 
f talle, which in other refpeAs does not ap- 
» be the cafe of Mr. Dennis, 
(hall now take a view of our author in the 
)f a dramatifl. In the year 1697 a comedy 

was adled at the Theatre- Roy sil in Drury. 
called A Plot and No Plot, dedicated to the 
if Sunderland. The fcope of this piece is 
licule the credulity and principles of the 
tes, the moral of which is this, ' That these 
n all parties, perfons who find it their in* 
i to deceive the reft, and that one half of 
f fa^ion makes a property in fee-fimple of 
other , therefore we ought never to believe 
thing will, or will not be, becaufe it is a- 
ible, or contrary to our humours, but becanfe 

in itfelf likely, or improbable. Credulity 
len, engaged in a party, proceeds oftner 

pride than weaknels, and it is the haideft 
; in the world- to impofc upon a hmnhlc 



la 
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In 1^99 a tragedy called Rinaldo and Annida 
was aded at the Theatre in Lincoln^s-Inn-Fieldi* 
dedicated to the Duke of Ormond. Scene the top 
of a ircuntain in the Canaries. The hint of the 
chief •characlers is owing to Taffo's Gierufalcinine. 
but the manners of ;I)t*m being by our author 
thought ungual in that great Italian* he has tak- 
en the liberty to change them, and form hi« cha« 
raAers more agreeable to the fubject. 1 he reafons 
for doing it are exprefi'ed in the preface and pro- 
logue to the play. 

Our aBthor*s next tragedy was upon the fubjeA 
of ipMi^.enia, daughter tp Agamemnon King of 
Argos, adced at the i hcatre in i.incoln*s-Inn 1704. 
Iphigenia was to have been facrificcd by facr fa- 
ther, who was deluded by the fraifd of OikliM, 
who proclaimed throughout the Grecian fletf, 
that the offended god^ denranded of Agamtfnuum 
the facri4)ce of his daughter to Lucina^ and *til] 
that obiation wa.> offered, the fleet would remair 
wind-bound. Accordingly, under pretence of mar 
rying her to Achilles, fliie was betrayed from Ai 
gos, but her mother, ClytemneHra, difcovering it 
cheat, by a flratagem prevented its execotioo* ai 
effe^ed her refcue without the knowledge c£ 
ry -nc. L ui her hufhand Agamemnon. A Grec' 
virgin being facrificcd in her place, Iphigeni; 
afterwaids wreikcd on the Coafl of Scyt) 
and made the Prieftds of Diana. In Brc y 
time her brother Oreiles, and his fiiend Pyla 
arc wrecked on the fame fhorc, but faved i 
daughter by the Queen of Scythia, becaufe 
loved Orettcs. Orcftcs, on the other hand, 
In love with the Prieflefs of Diana ; they atr 
an efcape, and to carry off the image 
Goddeis, but are prevented. The Queen 
dooms Oreftes to the afltar, but Pyladcs, 
his great fnendfhip, perfenates Orefl^s, 
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iiconcerts the defign. The ftory and incidents 
i this play areinterefling and moving, bat Mr. 
)ciimt fias not wrought the fcenes much in tho.fpi- 
it: of. ft tragedian : This was a fubjed aJmira- 
ijr fiiited &r the talents of Otway. The difco- 
wv of Oreftes*s beinx the brother of Iphigenia 
% bodi fnrprizing and natural, and thoueh the 
iibje^ is not well executed, yet is this oy far 
ht moft affeding tragedy of our author ; it is 
Imoft impoflible to read it without tears, though 
: abounds with bombaft. 

The fourth play introduced upon the fta^e bty 
Ar. Dennis, 1704, was, a tragedy called Liberty 
United, dedicated to Anthony Henley, efq; to 
rhom he fays he was indebted for the happy 
int opon which it was formed. Soon after this 
<e wrote another tragedy upon the ilory of Ap- 
lot and Virginia, which Mr. Maynwaring, in a 
mar to Mr. Dennis, calls one of our beft inodem 
fagedies ; it is dedicated to Sidney Earl of Godol- 

He altered Shakefpear's Merry Wives pf Wind- 
br, and brought it on the (lage under the title 
f The Comical Gallant. Prelxed to this* is a 
arge account of Taile in JPo<try, and .the 
!aafes of its Degeneracy addreflbd to ^. Hon* 
S^orge Granville^ £% afterwards hord h^' 
lownft. 

Onr author's next dramatic produ^on was Cp-. 
Manas, the Invader of his Country, or the Fn- 
:al Refentment, a Tragedy ; aUered froni Shakf- 
[bear, and adcd at the Theatre- Royal in Drurv- 
Lane. This piece met with iome oppofition t^e 
Srft night; and on the fourth another play was 
{iven out. The fecond night's audience was ve- 
ry fmall, though the play was exceedingly \^cjl 
lAed. The third night had not the charges in 
■oney ; the fourth wais ftill worie, and then ano- 
ther play was given qui;, not wc pl|^ bmg uk«n 
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in the boxes for any cnfuing night. The ma. 
nagers were therefore obliged to dilconthuxe it. 

This ufage Mr. Dennis hiehly refented ; and a 
his dedication to the duke of Newcaftle» then loiij 
chamberlain, he makes a formal compUiint aeaiii 
the managers. To this play Mr. Coltey Cijbfad 
took the pains to write an epilogue, whidk Mrs. 
Oldfield ^oke with univerfaJ applaiife, and fai 
which poor peevifh, jealous Dennis, abafed thea 
both. 

Mr. Dennis happened once to go to dk 
play, when a tragedy was a£ied, in which the 
machinery of thunder was mtrodncedy a new 
artificial method of producing which he hal 
formerly communicated to the managerr. h- 
cenfed by this drcumftance, he crid ont in 
a tranfport of refentment, ' That is my thu- 

* der by G— d; the villains will play ny 

* thunder, but not my plays.* This gave an alim 
to the pit, which he foon explained. He wn 
much (ubjefl to thefe kind of whimfical tranfpoitii 
and fuffered the fervor of his imagination often 
to fubdue the power of his reafon ; an inftance ol 
which we fliall now relate. 

After he was worn out with age and povertji 
he refided within the verge of the courty to pii- 
vent danger from his editors. One Samran 
nieht he happened to faunter to a pabliekodli 
which he difcovered in a ihort time was onC af 
the verge. He v(m fitting in an open driakh| 
room, and a man of a fufpicious appearance hap- 
pened to come in. There was fomethiog about tM 
man which denoted to Mr. Dennis tiut he wai a 
Bailiff: this ftruck him with a panic; he was i- 
fraid his liberty was now at an end j he lat k 
the utrooft folidtude^ but durft not offer to ftir, M 
he fhoold be feized upon. After aa hoar or* two 
had pafled in this painful anxiety, at laft da 
clock ftnick twelve, when Mr. Dennii, in as «• 



JOHN DENNIS. 235 

lify. cried €al, addrcffing hoDfelf to tiie fafpcA. 
vApcrloB, 'N«wiff, BiUiff, or no BatlifT, I doii*t 
^caie a fathmg for you, yoo have ro power 
'^ wnr.* Hie man was dtonilhed at this behavi* 
■Iv, and wlien it was explained to him, he was 
"k mock sffiroiitcd with the fofpicion, that had 
101 Mr. Dennis found hts prote^ion in a^e, he 
would hare {barted for his miflaken opinion of 
iun. 

In the year 1705 a comedy of Mr. Dennises 
called Gibraltar, or The SpanKb Adventure, was 
adcd nnfoccefsfttUy at Druvy-Lane Theatre. 
He was alfo author of a mafque called Orphens 
and Earidice. 

Mr. Dennis, confidered at a dramatic writer, 
makes not fo good a figure as in his critical 
"works ; he undc^ood die rtiles of writing, but it 
IS not in the power of every one to carry their own 
tWorji intoexecntion, . ^bcK is one error which he 
csdeaToored to reform, veiV material for the interrt 
of drmnatic poetry. He iaw, with concern, that 
lore had got the entire poiTeffion of the tragic (laffe, 
contrary to the authority of the ancients, and the 
example of Shakefpear. He refolved therefore 
to deviate a little from the reigning practice, and 
'jmc to make his heroes fuck whining flaves In 
their amdurs, which not only debafes the majefty 
of tTM^y, but confounds moft of the principal 
Aaai&n, hy making that paflion the preaominant 
Hqoaligr in all. But he did not think it fafe at 
once to ihew his principal charaAers wholly ex^ 
empt from it, left fa great and fudden a tranfi* 
tion ihould prove di&greeable. He rather choTe 
to fteer a middle couife, and nuke love appear 
Tiolent, but yet to be fubdu^ by reafon, and give 
way to the influence of fome other more noble 
pamon ; as in Rinaldo^ to Gkinr 1 in Iphigenia, to 
Prienddiip ; and in Liberhr Aflerted, to tM Publk 
Good. He thought by mefe meant an audience 

migh( 
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might be entertained, and prepared for { 
alterations, whereby the dignity of tragedy 
be fupportedy and its principal charadert 

diiUnguinicd. 

Befides the works which we havci already 
tjoned, Mr. Dennis is author of the lolli 
pieces^ moAIy in the Pindaric way. 

Upon our ViGiory sit Sea, and bnnuo| 
French Fleet at La Hogne in 169a. - 

Part of tlie Te Deum Paraphraicd, in Pi] 
Vcrfe. 

To Mr. Dryden, upon his TnnfladoD i 
Third Book of VirgU's Georgici. FiiKUric 

A Pindaric Ode ob the King, written in ti 
gining of Aognft 1691 1 occafioned by the V 

BtA^ilQ. 

To g Painur drawing a Lad/a Piawe, ai 
gram. 

Prayer for the King*t Safety in Ae SiHl 
Expedition in 169a, an Epigram. 

TheCoartof Death, a Pindaric Poemt 
catcd to the Memory of lier Moil: Sacied M 
Queen Mary. 

The Paffion of Byblis« mada Enf^-.fn 
h'm^ Book of Ovid'» McnmorpbofiX - 

The MoBuaKnt. a Poem; facred to ibn i 
iy of the beft, and greateft of Kings, WHfiai 

Britaonia Triumphanf , or A Poem -on the 
of Blenheim i dedicated to Queen Annd - 

On Uie Acceflion pf King George to dtt : 
rial Crown of Oreac Britain. ' "'\ 

Tiie following (pecsflwn, whiek u 9Vt 
Patrapbrak <m the Te Denou (txves to Aem 
hU, Dennis wrote wick more elegance in Fi 
odes, ihan in Uank verfe. ' ^ ' 
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.Nofw kc wi fiiig a loftier Araiii, 

Now let us earth, and earthly things difdain* 

Now let our foals to Heaven repair, 
' DireGt their moft afpiring fiight. 

To fields of uncreated light. 

And dare to draw empyreal air. 

^is done» O place divinely bright ! 

a Sons of God divinely fair ! 

O fight ! unutterable fight i 

O BQConceivable delight ( 

O joy which only Gods can bear ! 

Heark how their blifsfui notes the^ raife. 

And fing the Great Creator's praile I 

How ine^ctatic fong they cry» 

Lo W€ ^ {^orious fons of iaght, 
. So grratt (b beautifaU fo bright, :. 

Lo we the brighteft of created thhigs. 

Who are all flame, all force, all fpirit^ aad all 
eye. 

Are yet but Tile, and nothing in thy fight f 

Before thy feet O mighty King of kings^ * 

O Maker of this boanteous all I 

Thus lowly reverent we falK 

After a life expofed to viciflitudes, habicoiettdd to • 
|l^ difappointments, and embroiled in unfuc- 
wul quarrels, Mr. Dennis died on the 6th of 
llnary 1733, in the 77th year of his age. We 
Nieobferved that he outlived the rev^on of 
^lace, after which he fell into great dillrefs, 
MB as he had all his life been making enemies, 
^ the ungovernable fury of his temper, he found 
Ir perfons difpofed to relieve him. When he 
ii near the clofe of his days, a play was a£led 
t his benefit. This favour was procured him by 
it joint intereft of Mr. Thomfon, Mr. Martin, 
L Mallet, and Mr. Pope, The play was given 
ftte company then acting at the little Theatre 
Idle Hay-market, under the direction of Mr. 
[ Mills 
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Mills fen. and Mr. Gibber jun. the latter of whoa 
fpokc a prologue on the occafion, written by Mr 
Pope. 

Mr. Dennis was lefs happy in his temper, 4um 
his genius ; he poflefled no inconfiderable eroditioai 
ivhich was joined to Tuch nataral parts, as if acsi 
companied with prudence, or politenefs* migk 
have raifed him, not only above want, but evca 
to eminence. He was happy too in having very 
powerful patrons, but what could be done for t 
man, who declared war againft all the world ? Den- 
nis has given evidence againft himfelf in the u* 
dele of policenefs ; for in one of hit letters kd 
fays, he would not retire to a certain phoe qj 
the country, left he fhould be diftuibcd ht hki 
Audies by the ladies in the houfe : for, fayi ke, I 
am not over-fond of the converfation of woven^ 
But with all his foibles, we cannot but GOBfidarhU 
as a good critic, and a man of genius. i 

His perpetual misfortune was, that he aimed tfj 
the empire of wit, for which natore had not idU 
ciently endowed him ; and as his ambitiompraM^ 
ed him to obtain the crown by a faripiit -OfpotiMA 
to all other competitors, fo^ like Csefar of Md 
hk ambition overwhelmed him. 






Oiotefl 
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GkANVjLLE/ L. Lansdowne> 

^A8 /ddcetkled from an iOiiffrioas famify, 
*'' fAith traced their ancefhy from Kollo, 
bfr duke ' of Normandy. lie Was fecond 
ftf Beimard Grintville; 'a!nd grandfon of the 
*'8k B^Til GranVille/ kiUS at the ixittle 
mfiki#Ae 1 643. This nobleman received 
Ht tmftnre of his education in Prance, iifnder ' 
bridon of Sir William Ellis, a gendemaq, 
eminent afterwards in many pdblic 



ottr author was but eleven years of age» 
W'fefit to Trinity College in Cambiidge, 
ist hie remained five years/ out at the age of 
wm. was admitted to the degree of mailer of 
lumsg/ before he was twelve years old, ipok- 
C0py of Englilh rerfes, of his own compo- 
,' to ^e Dochefs of York, when her Royal 
intffi paid a idfit to that univerfity. 
: the time when the nation was embroiled by ' 
mblic diftradUons, oecaftoned by the efforts 
Cing Janies II. to introduce Popery, lord 
downe did not remain an unconcerned fpec- 
He had eariy imbibed principles of loyal- 
nd as Tome of his forefathers had fallen in ' 
:attfc of Charles I. he thought it was his 
to facrifice Us life aUb, for the infereft of his 

' Sove- 
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Sovereign. However mifbken he mifikt be 
this iiinous zeal for a Prince, the chief fcope 
whofe reign waa to overthrow the law, and nt 
duce abfolute dominion, yet he appeavilo bep 
feaiy fincere. In a ktierhe trrote to hiirfaqi 
upon the exjpeAed approach of th^ Kiiiioei 
Oratige^s fleet, heexprefles the moft acdeftt'dcf 
to ferve the King in perfon *. This letter we ft 
infert, but bejg; our readers patience to. make 
digreffion, which w31 joftify what we have UA cff 
cernihig Jatties II. . . .. 

The senuine mark of a tyrant is cruelqr, ii 
it is with concern we can produce an infifmeej! 
the mod inhuman barbarity in that Princa, wlf 
eVer Gained the Annals of any t&gi^ . Cm^ 
fhbuld b^ the badge of no party s it oag^ |e 1 
eg ually the abhorrence of all ; and whiaciveir. is fpii 
ea with it, fiiould be fet up to view, 
to the world, as a monfler, whom it it dw ; 
of mankind to deftro^. 

' After the fupprefiion of Monmoath^a 
many of the unfortnnate perfons engage^ «i» 
Aed to London, and took (belter thertk. iiftli 
A^ of Indemnity ihonld be publifhed. ISktfmi 
aSbrded them fhelter,; were either of Ai$ Jip 
mouth faction, or induced from priadplilb.tfiAi 
manity, to adminider to their fafety :< wiMffffI 
become of the world, if oar frieada wdftiilaq 
to forfake us in diftrefs ? There hved thai* ja ipa 
don an amiable lady, auached to aa par^.ljl 
enjoyed a large fortune, which flie (pcii)k*ili]V 
exercife of the moil extenfive bcaefaeaobiu:.! 
made it her buiinefs to vifit the Jaib»: M^i 
prifoners who were moft neceflitous and dcTenitf 
fhe relieved. Her honfe was aa afylma fat ■ 
\Xfor i ihe lived but for charity, and flic bad cfa 

• Genr Did* Aft* QjAnafiBci . . 

3 K 
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1 I le ; ibc 

md cl L nmi* 

m^i he wcruid fa- 

^6 nd in arms a- 

; o harboured, or 

Tfus mifcrcmtj who 

oieht to a public houfe,^ 

4 had made fach a 

an, and it e&icrca * ^1.1.0 his feafe heart to 

llMf benefiflrcfi- He accordingly went be- 

l*jBa3giftnitet , and lodged aa Information, 

HMeh the lady i^curcd, brought to a 

and II port the ev3 ace of thi^ aagrateful 

Jil titft for her 1 She fuffercd at a flake 

jlllk'&t'mf A rellgnt a chearfulnefa, for when a 

tlMMlii to be btirnt *. The reader will eai^ljr 
ji ige what fort of bowels that King muft have* 
^lipp^ttnld permit fuch a puniftmcut ^o take place 
tfta^'^ l^oman Co compkatly amiable, upon the 
fi^jihiiifit'of a villain fo confunmiately infamous, 
^ililtfi'inll, we are perfuaded, be of opinion Ihac 
|dH tfi Majelly poikiled a thoufand kingdomi* 
fiyigftl^id tp lofe them all for this one aft^ of ;gc* 

^SkmlJLao^cimrne^ .who di^jiotf^i^der^ pf'jvfts 
^J^kktmitifMM of diicpvmng,' the daiij^ to 
^/liU^'^am pnnce. e^g^edT hk poople, wi-occ the 
Mttowii^ Wter. ui his father, eameift^ prefing 
lilm ^§0 pemk hit eqtemg voluntarily into king 
ffikbs^tetice. 

*-"* ■* « 8te Umnu's Hiftoiy of biv owb TUnw. 
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* Sir, 



* Your having no profpcft of obtaining a coan- * 

* nurtion for me, can -no way alter, or cool injr '^ 

* liclirc at this important jnntturc, to venture 'iaj 

* life, in Tome manner or other, for my King and j. 

* countri'. I cannot bear to live" under the «- \ 
*■ prc&ch of ]}'ing obfcnre and idle in a coontry 

* retirement, when every man, who has the Icall ' 
' fenfe of honour, ihould be preparing for the 

* Held, You may remember, fir, with what rr- 
< luftance I fubmitted to your commands upon 
'. Monmouth*s rebellion, when no importunity could 
' prevail with you to permit me to i<;ave the aca- 
' demy; I was too young to be hazarded; but 
" give me leave to fay, it is glorious, at any age, 

* :o die for one*s country ; and the fooner, the 

* rohlcr facrifice ; I am now older by three years. 
" iMy uncle Bath was not fo old, when he was 
" left among the flain at the battle of Newberry, 
' x)'tr ) o J yourfeif, fir, when you made yoor efcape 
' from your Tutors, to join your brother in che 
' defence of Scilly. The fame caufe is now ooaie 

* round about again. The King has been milled^ 
' let thofe who milled him be anfwerftble fbr-JL 
' Nobody can deny but he is facred in bb own 

* perfon, and it is every honeft man^s duty to de* 

* fend it. You are plea fed to fay it is yet doobft* 

* ful, if the Hollanders are ra(h enough to nuke 
' i'uch an attempt. But be that as it will, I beg 
' leave to be prefented to his Majefty, as OBCy 

* whofe utmoft ambition is to devote lus life tt 
' his fervice, and my country's, after the example 
' of all my ancedors. The gentry aflembled aC 

* York, to agree upon the choice of reprefent&<- 
' lives for the county, have prepared an Addrefs 

* to aiTure his Majeily they are ready to facrifice 
' their lives and fortunes fot him upon this, ac^ 
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all Othtr ofiOiiionf* but at the foine time the/ 
hombly bcfeech him to give them fach mad- 
intes as m%y b^ agreeable to the lawt df the 
laii4» for ^t prefent there is no authori^ to 
Which they can legally fubmit. By what lean 
.|m|& ev^ body .wilhe3 well to the KiDg» but 
NRroold be glad bis minifters were hanged. The 
winds continue fo contrary, that no land« 
'Mg can be fo foon as was apprehended, there* 
IJbre I may hope, with' your leave and affiftance, 
to b^ lA readinefs before any adion ran begin ; 
Ibdfej^h you> fir, moft humbly,, and moft ear* 
neftly, to add tliis one ad of uidulgence mDre» 
to fo many tefHmoaies I have fo conftantly re- 
ceived of your goodnefs, and be pleafed to be- 
lieve me always with^the tLtmoft . duty and fub- 

• Youn, Ac* 

We arc not told whether Us father yielded to 
lb importunity, or whether he was.prefented to 
ds Majefty ; out if he ieally joined the army, it 
m without danger to his perfon, for the revolu* 
JOA was efleded in England witlibat one drop 
tf^Ueod. In die year 1690 Lord ^anfdowne 
wrote a copy of verfes addrefTed to Mrs. Eliza- 
bcdi Higgins, in stnfwer to a poetical Addrefs 
fat jitm by that lady in his retirement. The 
ntks of the lady ace very elegant, and are only 
oee^ed* by the polite compliments hb lordfhip 
ilbter m anfwer to them. They both dcferve a 
dice here. 



. Why Granville is thy life to ihadcs confined. 

Thou whom the Gods defign*d 
^n public to do credit to mankind ? 

M z yihj 
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Why deeps the noble ardour of thy blood. 
Which from thy anceftbrs fo mahy Hges paift^ 
From Rolk) down to Bevil flowed. 

And then appeared^ again at laft,* ' 
In thee when thy vi£lonous lance 
^re the difputed prize from all the yovtk of ". 
France. ' ' 

.. ! 

In the firft trials which are made for fame, . 
Thofe to whom fate fuccefs denies. 

If taking council from their fhame. 
They modeftly retreat are wife ; 
But why fhould you, who flill fucceed. 
Whether with graceful art you lead 

The fiery barb, or with a graceful motioii trtul 
In (hining balls 'where all agree 
To give the higheft praifc to thee ? 

5uch harmony in every motion*s found. 

As art could ne'er exprefs by any ibiuuL 

III. 

So lovM and prais'd whom all admire^ 
Why, why fhould you from courts and caapikt- 
tire ? 
Jf Myra is unkind, if it can be ^ 
That any nymph can be unkind to thee % 
If penfive made by love, you thus retire^ 
vAwake your mufe, and (Inng vour lyrei 
Your tender fong, and your melodious ftadft 
Can never be addrefsM in vain ; . : • 
She needs mud love, and we ihsdi hare 70a 
back againw 



} 
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:. /His klidihip^s AnTwer tinis fai|^« 

)cde^ teopdng fjreiiy ccafe tby flattering ftrain, 
wcet is thy darnitng fong» but fuiig in vwin : 
?tKm the winds Ikiow, jumI load tke mnpefts r«Mir». 
V]uu fool would truft cbe waves» aoil quit the 

ihftre? 
larly and vain into the world I came, 
tg widi falfe hopes and eager after fame : 
?m looki9g.round me, e'er the race begin. * 
Madmen and ^ddy fools were all that ran. 
declaimed beumes, 1 from the lifts retire, 
Lnd thank the Gods, who my retreat iniplrc. 
n happier times our anceftors were bred» 
Vhen virtue was the only path to tread. 
Jive me^ ye Gods, but the fame road to fame^ 
nme^crmy fatherVdatM, I dare the fame. 
Changed is the fcene^ ibme baneful planet rulet 
in impious world contrhrM for knaves and fools.. ' 

He concludes with the following lines 

lappy the man, of mortals happieft he, 

¥hofe quiet mind of vain defires is free ; 

¥hom neither hopes deceive, nor fears torment^ 

hitlivts at peace, within himfelf content, 

B thought or ad accountable to none 

Ittt to himfelf, and to the Gods alone. 

!) fwcctneft of content, feraphic joy I 

Vhich nothing wants, and nothing can dedroy.. 

¥here dwells this peace, this freedom of the 

mind K 
Krhere but in (hades remote from human kind ;. 
ia Aow'ry vales, where nymphs and fh^pherds. 

meet, 
)ut never comes within the palace- gate, 
^arewel then cities, courts, and camps farewcl, 
Welcome ye grovea, here let me ever dwell. 

M3 From 
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From care and bns^nefs^ and mankind remove* j 
All but the Mafesy and infpiring love : 
How fweet the morn, how gentle is the night ! j: 
How calm the evening, and the day how bright! ^ 
From thence, as from a hill, I view below 
The crowded world, a mighty wood in ibew« 
Where feveral wand*rers travel day and night» 
By different paths, and none are in the right. 

In 1696 his Comedy called the She GaUanti 
was aded at the T.heatre-Royal * in Lincoln^i-Ina- 
Fieids. He afterwards altered this Comedy, and 
publiQied it among his other works, under the title 
of Once a Lover and Always a Lover, which, as 
he obfrrves in the preface, is a new building up- 
on an old foundation. 



* It appeared firft under the name of dM 
' Gallants, and by the preface then prefixed to fc» 
' is faid to have been the Child of a Child. By 
' taking it fmce under examination, fo many yean 

* after, the author flatten himfelf to have nude a 
' correal Comedy of it ; he found it regular to hb 

* hand ; the fcene conftant to one place, the dne 
' not exceeding the bounds prefcribed, and die 

* adion entire. It remained only to dev dke 
' yrround, and to plant as it were frefh flkmen ia 
' the room of thofe which were grown into weeds 

* or were faded by time ; to retouch and vanr Ac 
' characters ; enliven the painting, retrench the 

* fuperfiuous ; and animate the a&on, whefe it 

* appeared the youog author feemed to aim it 

* more than he had I&ength to perform.* 

The fame year alfo his Tragedy, intitled Heieic 
Love> was aded at the Theatre. Mr. Gildon ob- 
ferves, ' that this Tragedy is written after the maa- 

* ner of the anticnts, which is much mote antaiU 

* General Didionaiy, «hi ibfOU ' 
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^ani-€ttp, irbat of oar modern DndiUtiHb.* 

Thoogh we aumoc agree with Mr. GildoD, that jfhe 
lidtotl:^BRMkl of Tragedy is fo iiatiil^ as the 
Miem; fttthis piece lauft have very grcst meri^ 
bee wo'-fitid: Mr. Bryden addrefiing vmes ioikt 
iBthor/opon this oceaiiOAy which begin chtiSj 

Aafpicipus poet, wert thou not my frieml. 
How could I envy, what I muH commend I 
9m (JMice 'tis natttreVlaw* inloveandwitf 
Tto if <Mith ihoiiU xeign, and withering : ag€ 
;- . .f^iiut, • ! • 

.V^^ltWlffs regret, ^tofs UoscU.l refign* >" ' 

Wiiiq^ 4> i<% <H^ ^y brow» re¥ive on thine. 

Oor aathor wrote alfo a dramaM popni, called 
ine firitiih fnchanters *» in the preface to which he 
oUenres. *< that it is the fiift fifiay of a ifiuy in- 

* £|iit Mif&^ radifr a; a tail^ at <i|ch hpi^KS: as 
'^Rre^^efirom otkiqc exercUbs, 4aii ^y.way 

* UMpiint fgr pablic eottctasniimit*: ^ot Mr. ^u 

* tertDB havii^ had a cafual ^ht of it, nuny 

* years after it was written, begged it for die 

* it^gh where it met with fo favourable a reception 
' as to have an uninterrupted run of upwards of 

* fertv nights. To diis Mr. Addifon wrote the 

* Epilogue*' Lord Lanfdowne altered Shakefpear's 
Merchant of Venice* under the title of the Jew 
of Venice^ which was aded with a^laufe, the pKO-* 
Its of which were defigned for Mr. Dryden, but upon 
that poet's death were given to his fon. 

In 1702 he tranflated into £ngli(h the fecond 
Olynthian of Demoflhenes. He was returned mem* 
her for the county of Cornwall, in the parliament 
which met in November 1710, and was foon after 
made fecrctary of war, next comptroller of the 
houihold, and tlien treafurer, and fworn one of thiii 

* It was called a Dramatic Open, tnd was decorated at a 
pKat expcAcei and iAtormixed with SoagS| Dances, &c. 

M 4. privy 
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privy council. The year followii^-he was create 
baron Lanfdowne of Biddeford in Devonihire *.~ - 
In 1 719 he made a fpeech in the honfe < 
lordfi againft the pradice of occaiional coi 
formity, which is printed among his works, an 
among other things, he fays this. ' I always ob 
' derlTood the toleration to be meant as an indol 

* gence to tender confciences, not a licence for bar 
' dcnedones; and that the a6l to prevent occaCou 
' conformity was defigned only to com€t a parti 

* cular crime of particular men, in which no M 
' of diffentcrs was included, but thefe fUlowen 

* Judas, which came to the LordVSiipper, homm 
' other end but to fell, and betray him. Thi 

* crime however palliated and derended, bv i 

* many right reverend fathers in the chorch, is 

* lefs than making the God of truth, as it woe i 

* perfon fubfervient to ads of hypocriiy ; no id 

* than facrificing the myitical B1(mkI ana Body c 

* our Saviour to worldly and finifter paraofes, a 
' impiety of the hi^heft nature ! whick m jolBc 

* called for protefiion, and in charity for pievci 
' tlon. The bare receiving the holy Eucharif 
' could never be intended fimply as a analificatio 
' for an cfEce, but as an open declaration, an an 
' dubitable proof of being, and remaining a finccr 
' member of the church. Whoever prefamcs ti 

* receive it with any other view profanes it ; ' anc 

* may be faid to fcek his promotion in this world 
' by eating and drinking his own damnation in thi 

* next.' 

This accomplilhed nobleman died in Febmarj 
Anno 173s* By his lady, Mary, widow of Thomi 

* Upon the acceflion of King George the Ift, the lord Laa 
dowae was feized, and imprifoned in the Tower, upon an b 
pcitchmrnt of high treafon ; but was foon after honoorab 
ilifchirged, without being brought to a trial. 

Thynni 
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9e, Efqj (father of Thomas lord ^vifcdunt 
ipttth) and daughter of Edward Villiers, edrl 
iy, h(B had iHue, four daughters, Anne, Mary, 
iid Elizabeth. 

; kdy died but a few days before him; 

. Popej with many other poets of the firft 
nee, have celebrated lord Lanfdowne, who> 

to have been a good^^natur'd agreeable 
nan. The luflre of his ftation no doubt pro- 

him more incenfe, than, the force of his ge- 
would otherwife have attradted ; but he 
rs not to have been deftitute of fine parts, 

were however rather elegantly poliihcd, than. 
in themfelves. 

'd Landfdowne likewife* wrote a Mafqae,. 
Peleus and Thetis. His lordQup's worksr 
been, often printed both in quarto and in duo-. 
o^ 
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Mr. John Gay. 

THIS eminent Wit was defcended of an in- 
dent family in Devonfhire, and educated at 
the free-fchool ot Barnftaple in the fame cOttttxr» 
under the care of >lr. William Rayner, an excn- 
lent mailer *. 

Mr; Gay had a fmall fortune at his difpoTal. 
and was bred, fays Jacob, a Mercer in the Strand; 
but having a genius for high excellences, he 
confidered fuch an employment as a degradatkm co 
it, and relinquifhed that occupation to reap the 
laurels of pocoy. 

About the year 171 2 he was made fecretaryto 
the duchefs of Monmouth, and continued in that 
ftation 'till he went over to Hanover, in the be- 
ginning of the year 171 4, with the earl of Cla- 
rendon, who was fent there by Queen Anne; np- 
on whofe death he returned to England, and livcl 
in the hi?heft efteem and friendfhip with pcribns 
of the firit quality and genius. Upon Mr. Gay*s 
arrival from Hanover, we find among Mr. Pope's 
letters one addreiTed to him dated September J}* 
1714, which begins thus. 

Dear Gay, 
' Welcome to your native ibil f welcome to yott 
' friends, thrice welcome to me I whether retnned 

• See Jteoh, 
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in glory* blefled with court-inter^ft, the love and 
familianty of the great, and filled with agreea- 
ble hopes ; or melancholy with deje£lion, con* 
teinplative of the changes of fortune, and doubt- 
f«! for tbefature. Whether returned a triom- 
phant Whie, or a defponding Tory, equally all 
nail! equally beloved and welcome to met* If 
happy, I am to ihare in your elevation ; if nn* 
happy, you have ftill a warm corner in my heart, 
and a retreat at Binfield in the worft of times at 
your Icrvice. If you are a Tory, or thought Ho 
by any man, I kiiow it can proceed from no* 
thing but your gratitude to a few people^ 
who endeavoured to ferve you^ and whole poll* 
tics were never your concern. If you aft 9> 
Whig, as I rather hope, and as I think ypur 
principles and mine, as brother poets, had ever 
a bias to the fide of liberty, I know you will 
be an honefl man, and an inofFenfive one« Up* 
on the whqie, I know you are incapable of be* 
ing fo much on either fide, as to oe good for 
nothing. Therefore, once more, whatever yo» 
are, or in whatever llate you are, all hail P 
In 1724 his tragedy entitled the Captives^ 
which lie, had the honour to read in MS. to 
(^een Caroline, then Princefs of Wales, was aft* 
cd at the Theatre- Royal in Drury Lane. 

In 1726 he publiQied his Fables, dedicated to* 
the Duke of Cumberland, and the vear following 
he was offeied the place of gentleman uflier to 
one of the youneeft PrincefTes, which, by reafoA 
of fome flight (hewn him at court, he thought 
proper to refofe. He wrote feveral works of hu- 
mour with great fuccefs, particularfy The Shep- . 
herd's Week, Trivia, The What d'ye. Call It, and 
The Bee^ars Opera, which was afted at the The* 
atre in Lincoln's- Inn- Fields 1728. 

• Ceneral Di^Vionary, Ardde Cay,. . 

M6 Tha 
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The author of the Notes on this line of the 
DuDciad, b. iii. 1. 326. 

Gay dies anpenfioned with a handred fricndi ; 

obferves that this opera was apiece offatire, whidi 
hits all talles and degrees of men, from thofe of 
the higheft quality to Uie very rabble. '* That verfr 
of Hcrace 

Primores populi arripolt populumque tribaUiD» 

could never be fo juftfy applied as in this cib. 
The vaft fuccefs of it was unprecedented, and aU 
moil incredible. What is related of the wonder- 
ful effeds of the ancient mufic, or tra|;edv, hari- 
ly came up to it, Sophocles and Eunpioes were 
lefs followed and famous ; it was a£led 10 Londoa 
fixty three days uninterrupted, and renewed the 
next feafon with equal applaufe. It'fpread intoaU 
the great towns of England, was played in many 
places to the thirtieth and fortieth time; at Bath 
and Brifiol £i*ty. It made its proj^rcfi intD 
Wales, Scotland and Ireland, where it was Derfbmu 
ei t^vcnty-four days together. It was laohr a&d 
in Minorca. The fame of it was not connDcd to 
the author only; the ladies carried aboat 
them the favourite fongs of it in fans ;. and ] 
were furniihed with it in fcreens. The eirl 
adled Folly, *till then obfcore, became w at oan 
the favourite of the town, her piduret were en- 
graved, and fold in great numbers ; her life writ 
ten ; books of letters and verfes to her pabUihed ; 
and pamphlets made even of her flings and jeftsi 
Furthermore, it drove out of Endand, for that £»> 
fon, the Italian Opera, which had carried all be* 
fore it for ten years ; that idol of the ooUIitf 
and the people, which Mr. Dennis by the laboan 

ni 
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and outcries of a whole life, could not overthrow, 
was demoJiftied by a finglc ftroke of this gentle- 
man's pen." 

Dr. Swift in his Intelligencer Numb. 3. hasgiv- 
en us a vindication of Mr. Gay, and the Beegars 
Opera ; he obferves, ' that though an evil tafte be 

* very apt to prevail both in Dublin ' and in Lon- 
' don ; yet, there is a point which whoever can 
' rightly touchy will never fail of pleaiing a very 
' ereat majority ; fo great that the diflikers, out of 
' dullnefsy or afFedlation, will befilent, and forced 
' to fall in with the herd ; the point I mean is, 

* what we call humour, which, in its perfeAion, is 

* allowed to be much preferable to wit, if h be 

* not rather the moft ufeful, and agreeable fpecies 

* of it. Now I take the comedy, or farce (or 

* whatever name the critic will allow it) called 
' The Beggar's Opera, to excel in this article of 
' humour, and upon that merit to have met with 

* fuch prodigious fuccefs, both here and in Eng- 
•land.* The dean afterwards remarks, • that an 
' opinion obtained, that in this opera, there ap- 

* pears to be fome reflexions on courtiers and 

* ftatefmen. It is true indeed (fays he) tliat Mr. 

* Gay hath been fomewhat fmgular in the courfe 
' of hif fortunes, attending the court with a large 
< ftodc of real merit, a modeft and agreeable con- 
' verfation, a hundred promifes, and iive hundred 

* friends, hath failed of preferment, and upon a 

* yery weighty reafon; he lay under the fuipicion' 

* of having written a Libel, or Lampoon, a?ainft' 
' a great minifler i it is true that great minifler 

* was demonftratively convinced, and publickly 

* owned his conviction, that Mr. Gay was not the 
^ author, but having laid under the fufpicion, it 
' feemed very yad that he fliould fuffer the pu- 

* niihment, becaufe in this moft reformed age the 

* virtues of a great minifter are no more to be 
f fufpeftcd, than the cbaftity of Caefar's wife.* . 

The 
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The dean then tells as, that our author in this 
piece has, by a turn of humour entirely new, placed 
vices of all kinds in the ilrongefl, and moit odi- 
ous light, and thereby done eminent fervice both to 
religion and moralitjr. ' This appears fiom th« 

* unparalleled fuccefs he has met with ; all ranks, 
' parties, and denominations of men, either crowd- 
' ine to fee his Opera, or reading it with de- 

* li^t in their clofets ; even minifters of ftatc, 

* whom he is thought moil to have efTended, 

* appearing frequently at the Theatre, from a 

* confciouinefs of their own innocence, and to 

* convince the world how unjuft a parallel, ma- 

< lice, envy and difaffedion to die government have 

< made.— < — In this happy performance of Mr. 
' Gay, all the characters are juft, and none of 
' them carried beyond nature, or hardly beyond' 
' pra£tice. It difcovers the whole f^ftem of that' 

* commonwealth, or that imperium m imperio of 

* iniquity efiabliihed among us, by which, neither 
' our lives, nor our properties are fecure, either 

* in highways, or in public aiTemblies, or even' 
' in our own houfes ; it (hews the miferable lives 

* and conftant fate of thofe abandoned wretches } 

* for how finall a price they fell their fools, be- 

* trayed by their companions, receivers, and ptir-' 

* chafers of thofe thetts and robberies. This co* 
' medy contains likewife a fatire, which though 

* it doth by no means affe^ the prefent age, yet 

* might have been ufeful in the former, and nay 

* po&bly be fo in ages to come, I mean where 
' the author takes occafion of comparing thoife 

* common robbers of the public, and their fereral 
' fhBtagems of betraying, undermining, and hang- 

* ing each other, to the feveral arts of politicians 

* in the time of corruption. This comedy like- 

* wife expofes, with great juftice, that nnnatnral 

* tafle for Italian mu&c among us, which is whol* 

* ly unfuitable to our Northern climates and the 

• geniM 
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* genius of the people, whereby we are overrun 

* with Italian eiFeminacy.' An old gentleman faid 
' to me many years ago, when the practice of an 

* unnatural vice grew fo frequent in London, 
' that many were profecuted for it ; he was fure 
' it would be the forerunner of Italian operas 

* and fingers, and then we fhould want nothing 
' bat ftabbing, or poifoning, to make us perfect 

* Italians. Upon the whole I deliver my judg- 
' ment ; that nothing but fervile attachment to a 

* party, affcftation of fingularit^, lamentable dull- 
' nefs, miftaken zeal, or ftudied hypocrify, can 
< have any obje£lion a^ainfl this excellent moral 

* performance of Mr. Cfay *.' 
The aftonifhing fuccefs of the Beggar's Opera 

induced our author to add a fecond part, in which, 
however, he was difappointed, both in proHt and 
fame. His opera entitled Polly, defigned as a 
fequel of the former, was prohibited by the lord 
chamberlain from being reprefented on tlie dage, 
when every thing was ready for the rehcarfal of 
it, but was foon after printed in 4to. to which the 
aathor had a very large fubfcription. In the pre. 
face Mr. Gay gives a particular account of the 
whole affair in the following manner ; * On Thurf- 

* day December 1 2 (fays he) I received this an- 
' fwer from the chamberlain, that it fhould not 

* be allowed to be adled, but fupprcfTed. This 
' was told me in general without any reafons af- 

* fiened, or any charge againft me of my having 

* given any particular offence. Since this prohi- ' 

* bition I have been told, that I am acciifcd, in 

* general terms, of having written many difaffcft. 
' ed libels, and feditious pamphlets. As it hath 

* ever been my utmoft ambition (if that word may' 
' be ufed upon this occafion) to lead a quiet and 

* inoflFenfivp life, I thought my innocence in thif 

* Swift, jttbi fupMi 

'parti- 
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* particular would never have needed a jufflfica- 
' tion; and as this kind of writiog 11, what I 
' ever deKcAed* and never pradiced, I am per- 

* fuaded fo groundlefs a calumny can never be 

* believed, but by thofe who do not know me. 
' But when general aiiperfions of this fort bare 

* been call upon me, 1 think mvfelf called apon 
' to declare my principles, and I do with die 
< flriaeft truth affirm, chat I am as Joyal a fab- 
' jeA, and as firmly attached to the prefent happy 

* eftabliihment, as any of thofc who have the 

* greateft places or penfions. I have been inform- 
' cd too, that in the fc»2!owinK play I have beea 
' charged with writing immoralities ; dial it u filled 

* with ilander and calumny aeainft particular great 
' perfons, and that Majelly itielf is endeaVourcd to 

* be brought into ridicule and contempt. 

* As I know that every one of thefe charges 

* was in every point abfolutely falfe, and without 
' the leail grounds, at firil 1 was not at all aficA- 
' ed by them ; but when I found they were ftill 
' inllfted upon, and that particular paiiagcs which 

* wcL-e not in the play were quoted, and propa.- 
' gated to fupport what had been fuggefted, I 

* could no longer bear to lye under thofe falfe 

* accufations ; & by printing it, 1 have fubmittcd, 

* and given up all prefent views of profit, which 

* might accrue from the ftage, which will un* 

* doubted ly be fome fatisfadtion to- the worthy 

* gentlemen, who have treated me with fo modi 

* candour and humanity, and reprefented me ia 

* fuch favourable colours. But as I am confcioiit 
' to myfelf, that my only intention was to lafli 

* in general the reignine and fafiiion able, vices. 
' and to recommend, and fet virtue in as aniabl« 
' a light as I could ; to juiliAr and vindicate my 

* own character, I thought myfelf obliged to print 

* the opera without delay, in die manner I. nave 
' done.* 3 

The 
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The lai^ge fubfcription Mr. Gay had to print it, 
amply recompens*d any lofs he might receive from 
it*s not being aded. Tho' this was called the Sequel 
to the Be^ar^s Opera, it was allowed by his beft 
frieiidsy (^rce to be of a piece with the firii part, 
lyeing in every particular, infinitely beneath it. 

Befides the works which we have already roen- 
tioned, Mr. Gav wrote feveral poems, printed in 
London in 2 vol. i2mo« 

A Comedy called The Wife of Bath, firft aaed 
171 5, and afterwards revived, altered, and repre- 
fented at the Theatre Royal in Lincoln*8-Inn* 
Fields. 

Three Hours after Marria|e, a Comedy ; a^d 
at the Theatre-Royal, in which he was affifted by 
Pope and Arbudinot, but had, the mortification to 
fee this piece very ill received, if not damned the 
firft night. 

He wrote likcwife Achilles, an Opera ; a£lcd at 
the Theatre in Covent. Garden. This was brought 
on the (lage after his death, and the profits were 
given to his Sifters. 

After experiencing many viciffitudes of fortune, 
and being for feme time chiefly fupported by the 
liberality of the duke and duchefs of Qucenfberry, 
he died at their houfe in Burlington Gardens, 
of a violent inflammatory fever, in December 
1732, and was interred in Wettminfter, by his 
noble bsnefaftors juft mentioned, with the follow- 
ing epitaph written by Mr. Pope, who had the 
fincereft friendfhip for him on account of his ami- 
able qualities. 

Of 
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' Of manners gentle, of afiedions mild ^ 

* In wit aman, fimplicity a child; 

* Above temptation in a low e(late> 

* And uncorrupted even amongfl the great; 

* A fafe companion, and an eafv friend, 

* Un blamed thro' life, lamented in thy end : 

' Thefe are thy honours ! not that here thy baft 
' Is mixM with heroes, or with kings thy duft» 

* But that the worthy and the good ihall fay, 

' Striking their peniive bofoms — ^herc lies Gay/ 

Then follows this farther infcriptioA, 

Here lie the alhes of Mr. John Ga/i 
* The warmcft friend ; 
The moil benevolent man : 
Who maintained 
Independency 
In low circumftances of foitiiafri 

Integrity 
In the midil or a corrupt age ; 
And that equal ferenity of mind. 
Which confcious goodnefs alone can jrira 
Thro' the whole courfe of his lite. 

Favourite of the mufes 
He was led by them to every elegant art ; 
Refin'd in taHe, 
And fraught with graces all his own ; 
In various kinds of poetry 
Superior to many. 
Inferior to none. 
His works continue to infpire 
What his example taught, 
Contempt of folly, however adorned 1 
Deteilation of vice, however dignified ; 
Reverence of virtue, however cufgraced. 

Charles 
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Charles and Catherine, duke and duchefs of 
Qucenfbcrry, who loved this excellent man living, 
and regret him dead, have caufed this monument 
to be ereded tojiis memory. 

Mr. Gay*< moral charaAcr feems to have b,een 
venr amiable. He was of an aifable, fweet dif- 
pontion, generous in his temper, and pleafant in 
his converfation. His chief failing was. an ex- 
ceffive indoldnce, without the leaftlcnowledge of 
OK:onom/; which often fubjeded him to wants he 
aeeded npt otherwife have experienced. Dean 
Swift in many of his letters entreated him, while 
money was in his hands, to buy an annuity, left 
old age ihould overtake him unprepared ; bat Mr. 
Cay never thought proper to comply with bis ad« 
vice, and chofe rajther to throw, himfdif upon patro- 
"Mg^t than fecure a competence, as the dean wifely 
advifed. Ai to bis genius it would be fuperfbooA to 
(ay any thing here, hid works are in^the hands of 
every reader of ta^, and fpe ak for thiemfelves ; wo 
know not whether we can be juftified in our opi- 
nion, bgt we beg leave to obferve, that of all Gay*a 
performances, his Paftorals feem to have the higheft 
nnifhiag j. they are perfectly Doric ; the charters 
and dialogue are natural and rurally iimple ; the 
language is admirably j^^ited to the perfons, who 
appeal delightfully ruiUpi 
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Philip Duke of Wharton. 

TH E unhappy nobleisan, the memoirs of 
whofe life we are now aboat to relate, was en- 
dov^ed by nature with all thofe ihining qualificiitioiit 
by which a great man can be formed. He pof- 
fefled a rood extenilve memory, a drone and liveljr 
imagination, and qoick and ready apj^renenfioti. 

By the immediate authority of his fi^lier* 6aff 
noble author's ftudies were confined to bne partko- 
lar branch of learning ; with a view, nd doab^ 
that his fon's uncommon genius might mak« Aa 
greater progrefs, and fliine with a fuperior laftre la 
that fpecies of erudition he had made-choice of for 
him. On this account it was, that die eari his ik-; 
ther would not permit the y onng lonl! to go tO pab- 
lic or private fchools, or to any coltm, or dnifer- 
fity, but had him carefully inftruded by^othfSSt 
tutors ; and as be gave an ^arly difplay of the tt.oft . 
aftoniihing parts, the earl bent all his thouehts how 
to improve them in the bed manner, for nis fot^s 
future advantage. 

As foon as this fprightly genius, had laid a fuli- 
cienc foundation in daflical learning, he ftudiei ItsT-. 
tory, particularly that of his own country, bywUth ' 
he was able to difcern the principles of the confli-. 
tution, the revolutions it has undergone, the Tariecf. . 
of accidents by which it may be endangered, and. 
the true policy by which it can be preferved; . 
While he thus read hiftoiy, he became a politician i ^ 

■ ani '* 
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and as he did not neeledl other fciences, he acquir- 

ed a general knowledge both of life and things, be- 

fkMR.JBoft other perfons of diflindion begin to read,- 

or think at all 

'B^.lu!^. not receivine an academical education, 

he efcaped that (liffhels and morofenefs of temper 

frequently contraded by thofe who have been for 

fomc time condemned to a collegiate obfciirity. 

Neither had he tbe lead tinware of a hauehty fupe* 

riority, ariiing from the noblenefs of his birth, and 

the luftre of his abilities. His converfation was 

eafy, pleafant, and inftrudive, always faiced to his 

company^ of whatever quality, humour, or capacity 

they were. 

As it was the earl of Wharton^s view, to qualify 
his fon to fill that high (lation, in which his birth 
would one day place him with advantage to his 
country ; his great care was to form him a com^ 
pleat orator. For this purpofe fome of the princi- 
pal parti in the bed Engliih Tragedies were a(!ign*d 
him at times to ftudy, particularly thofe of Shake- 
(pear, which ht ufed to repeat before a private au- 
oienoe. Sometimes his father gave him fpecches 
which had been uttered in the honfe of peers, and 
which the young lord got by heart, and delivered 
with all the graces of adion and elocution ; 
with fo much propiety of expreflion, emphafls 
of voice, and pronunciation wherever it was re> 
qoifitCt as fhewed his lordfhip was bom for this 
vduons province. Nor did the excellency of tbefe 
performances receive a fmall additional beauty from 
the gracefulnefs of his perfon, which was at once 
ibft and majeflic. 
Thus endowed by nature to charm and perfuade, 
\ what expedations might not have been formed on 
r Urn ? A youth of a noble defcent, who added to 
that advantage the moft aftonifhing parts ever man 
poflefled, improved by an uncommon and well re* 
talated education. What pity is it, this illuftrious 

young 
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youBg nan, born to have dilated td the fenate, 
and direded the bufmefs of a (htccy with the erei of 
a people fixed upon him, (houki fail fo exceeaiii|^]r 
(hort of thofe fair hopes, he had fo jufl]/ iwftd ia 
every bread. He wanted one quality, withont 
which birth, fortune, and abilities, fuflfer a dm- 
fiderable diminution. That quality is prudence i of 
which the dake of Wharton was fo deftitote, that 
all his parts were loft to the world, and dw wocid 
loft to him. 

The iirft prelude to hit misfortunes, ma^ joft- 
ly be reckoned his falling in love, and privately 
marrying a young lady, the daughter of msuor «- 
ncral Holmes ; a match by no means foited to mi 
birth, fortune and charaAer i and far left to the 
ambitions views his father had of difpofing of Utf 
in fuch a marriage, as would have been a confidor- 
.ible addition to the fortune and grandeur of Ui iK 
luftrious family. However difappointcd the ead of 
Wharton might be, in his fon^s marrymg benetfh' 
his quality ; yet that amiable lady who became Int 
daughter-in-law deferved infinitely more' MUtf 
than (he met with by an alliance with his HukS^A 
and the young lord was not fo unkapt>y duitajh 
any miicondudt of hers, as by the- death ' of W- 
father, which this precipitate marriage is diOttAltn^ 
have haftened. The duke bein^ fo early iM.^ 
from paternal reftraints, plunged himielf ioio lSflil>f 
numberlefs excefles, which became at laft faMtlki^ 
him ; and he proved^ as Pope exprefics k, - '^. . 

. ipJ* •4 
"- Ifl 

A tyrant to the wife his heart approvMa '''" ji 
A rebel to the very king he lov'd. lutgi jy| i 



The young lord in the beginning of dob 
1716 indulged his defire of travelling 3 . itlL^ 
his education abroad 1 and as he was dei ieiii' 
inftrudcd in the ftrideft Whig prii^ \n 
was judged a proper place for his fir.'^'H 
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•arture from England for thi« parpofe, h^ 
e rout of Holland, anjl viiited fevend courts 
nanv» and that of 1 1 .mover in particular, 
igh hi» lordOiip was now poileired of his fa- 
ftatei as much as a minor could be ; yet his 
very much limited his expenccs, and made 
3 moderate remittances, for a perfon of his 
id fpirit. This gave him great oneaimelsy and 
amd him mach in his way of living» which 
d with the profudon of his tafle. To remove 
ifficulties, he had recourfe to mortgaging, 

premiums and large intereft paid to ufurers, 
d his prefent ncce£ities, by rendering his 
lill worfe. 

unhappy divifions which reigned in England 
ime this young peer made his firft entry into 
life, rendered it almoil impoflible for him to 
eutcry and on whatever fide he ihould declare 
i ftill there was danger. . The world gene- 
cpeAed he would follow the fteps of his father, 
ras one of the firfl Englifh gentlemen who 
the prince of Orange, and continued firm to 
solution principles, and confequcntly approv- 

Hanoverian fucceflion, upon whofe bafis it 
lilt. But whatever motives influenced the 
marquis (for king William had beftowed 
e on his father) he thought proper to join the 

L party. The caufe of his abandoning the 
I of the Whigs is thought to be this, 
marquis being arrived at Geneva, he con- 
fo great a difgud at the dogmatical precepts 
governor, the rcftraints he endeavoured to 
)n him, and the other indances of Aridl dif- 
exercifed in that meridian of Prefbyterianifm, 
fell upon a fcheme of avoiding thefe intole- 
icumbrances ; fo, like a torrent long confined 
its bounds by ftrong banks, he broke loofe, 
tered upon engagements, which, together with 
:ural impetuofity of his tem]per, threw him 

into 
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into fiich inconvenienciet, u rendered the re 
ing partof his life unhappy. 

Hit lord(hijp» as we have afa^ady obferved. 
▼cry much difgufted with his governor, left h 
Geneva, and as if he had been flying from a 
lence, fet out poft for Lyons, where he a 
about the middle of OAober 1716. 
• The author of the duke of Wharton's lii 
informed us, that the reafon of his U rdQiip*s le 
his governor fo abruptly, was on account c 
freedom with which that gentleman treated h 
circumllance verydifgudful to a perfon of his 
lity. He took leave of him in the folic 
manner. 

Hi& Inrdfliip fomewhere in his travels had* p 
up a bear's cub, of which he was very fona, 
carried it about with him ; but when he was t 
mined to abandon his tutor, he left the cul 
hind him, with the following note addrefli 
him. 

' Being no longer able to bear with yonr ill-o 
' I think proper to be gone from you 1 bow 

* that you may not want company, I have lefi 

* the bear, as the mofl fuitaole companion h 

* world, that could be picked out for you.* 

When the marquis was at Lyons he took a 
ll range Hep, little expelled from him. He wr 
letter to the Chevalier dc St. George, then Fe£ 
at Avignon, to whom he prefented a very fine i 
horl'c. Upon receiving this prefent, the Chn 
fcnt a man of quality to the marquis, who oi 
him privately to his court, where ne was reci 
with the greatcft marks of eileem, and 
the t tie of duke of Northumberland conf 
upon him. He remained there however but 
cay, and then returned poll to Lyons ; from wli 
he' fct out for Faiis. He likewife made a 
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Lo the queen <iowager of England, confort to king 
James the lid. tlu-n rciiding at St. Gcrmains, to 
whom he paid his court, parfued the fame rafh 
meafures as at Avignon. 

During his flay at Paris, his winning addrefs, and 
^ftbnifhing parts, gained him the ef&em and ad^ 
ituration of all Britilh fubjeds of both parties who 
htpjpened to be there. The earl of Stair, then em-r 
bauador ^t the court of France from the king of 
Great Britain, notwith^anding all the reports to 
^ marauis^s diladvantage, thought proper to ihew 
tooic refped^ to tlie reprefentative of (b great a fa- 
mily, which had fo rcfolutely fupported the prefent 
adminiflration, efpecially as he was a young man of 
Ach great perfonal accompli&mentSy both natural 
^d acquired, and blell with a genius fo capable of 
ferving bis country even in the mofl eminent 
ftation. 

Thefe confiderations induced lord Stair, who was 
a prudent, difcerning minifler, to countenance the 
young marquis, give him frequent invitations to 
his cable, and to ule him with dillinguilhing civility. 
The earl was likewife in hopes, by thefe gentle mea- 
Axres, and this intinuating behaviour, to win him to 
his party, which he had good reafbm^fi! think he 
bated. His excellency never fail. •• hoM.i^^ 

every opportunity, to give him fo. initi on^*' 

which were not always agreeab* 
his temper, and fometimes pro 
indifcretions. Once in particak 
extolling the merit, and^ 
marquis's father, added, 

* follow fo ill uftri Oils an * 

* prince, and love to Iv 
■ the fame lleps/ -^-L : 
mediately anfvvered,, 

* cellencv for his goud *^< 

* had alio a worthy and • 

* he would likewife copv 

* tread in all his Ikps^' 
Vol. IV. N^ 19, 
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This was a (evtrc farcafm, as the ambafTado/s 
father had betrayed his mailer in a manner that was 
quite (Rameful. He a£ted the fame pare in Scotland 
which Sunderland did in England. They pnflicd 
on king James the lid. to take violent and uncon- 
fHtutional meafnres, to make his ruin certain : Tlicy 
fucceeded in their fcheme, and after the Revolution, 
boailed their conduCk as meritorions ; but however 
nece/Tary it might be for king WilJiam> upon prin- 
ciples of policy to reward the betrayers, he had yet 
too good a heart to approve the treachery. — - Bat 
to return to the marquis, we fiiall mention another 
of his juvenile fights, as an inftance to what ex- 
travagant and unaccountable exceffes, the inconfianc^ 
of his temper would fometimes tranfport him. 

A young Englifh furgeon, who went to Paris, to 
impro\'e himfelf in his buiinefs, by obferving the 
pradice in the celebrated hofpitals* paffing by the 
embafTador's houfc on the loth of June at night, 
took the liberty to break his excellency*s windows 
becaufe there was no bonfire before his door. Up- 
on this outrage he was feized and committed pribner 
ro Fort L'Eveque. This treatment of the yonag 
furgeon was refented by the marqnis i but he unight 
foT no other fatisfadion than to break the ambaflador*8 
windows a fccond time. Accordingly his lordflup 
propofed it to an Iriib lieutenant-general. In the fer* 
vice of France, a gentleman of great honour and 
of the higheft reputation for abilities in military 
affairs, deSring his company and aiCilance theicio. 
The general could not help fmiling at the extra- 
vagance of the propofal, and with a great deal of 
good -nature advifcd his lordOiip by all means not 
to mnke any fuch attempts ; ' out if he was r^b- 
' lutcly bent upon ir, he begg'd to be excuied 
.' fioin being cf the party, for it was a method of 
* making war to which he had never been ac- 
' £ull';n;cd,' 



PHILIP D. WHARTON. r«#7 

We might here enumerare more frolics of the 

fanie'-kina which he cithef projected, orengti^'d hi, 

' btn: we chofe radier to omit them as they reflet b\it 

* liMehonoor on themarqois. — We (halt only obfcfVe, 

that before he left France, an £n^lifh gen'ticnran ut' 

"IlitfinSlioh expoHulating with him, tor fw^n'tiftg 

lb much from the i^rinciples of his father and' Ais 

whole family, his lordihip aiffwered, * That he hftd 

' Ipawntid his'principles to' Gordon the Pretender's 

' twnkar for a confiderable fom ; and til^ he coold 

'repay liim, he muft be a Jacobite, but that wh^n 

* that wa9 done he woald again return' to' tiic: 

* Whigs/ 

About the latter end of December 1716, the 
. marquis arrived in England, where he did not fb- 
main long, till he fet out for Ireland; in which 
kingdom, on account of his extraordinary cjualiti^, 
he had the honour done him of being odmitc^^, 
though under age, to take his feat in that acg'.Ml 
affembly of thenoofe of peers, to wliich he hatt \i 
nght as earl of Rathfarnam, and marouis of Ca. 
cherlough. Here he efpoufed a very different in ■ 
tcrcik from that which he had fo lately embraced. 
He difHnguiihed hsmfelf on this occafion as a vio^ 
lent partisan for the miniftry ; and afled in all other 
reTpcAs, as well in his private as public capacity, 
witti the warmed zeal for the government. The 
fpeeches which he made in the houfe upon many 
octafions, uttered* with fo much force of expreflion, 
a^* propriety of emphafis, were an irrefiftable dc. 
mdnKration of his ahilities, and drew upon him the 
admiration of both kingdoms. The marquis's ar- 
gu'merits had very great influence on which fide of 
thequcftion foever he happened to be. — No noble- 
man, either in that or the Englifli houfe of peers, 
ever acquitted himfelf with greater reputation, or 
behaved with a more becoming dignity than itc did 
during this feiiion of the irilh parlament. 

N 2 In 
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In confcqucnce of this zeal for the new govern- 
ment, (liewn at a time when thejr ftood much in 
need of men of abilities, and io little expefled 
fiom the young marquis, the king who was no 
Aranger to the moil refined rules of ^licy, created 
him a duke, the higheft degree of a lubjedl. 

In the preamble to his patent, after a detail of 
the merit of his father, and his fervices to the go- 
vernment are illulb-ated, his k>rdihip*8 behaviour in 
Ireland and his early endowments are thus men- 
tioned. 

* When we fee the fon of that great man, fein- 
' ing himfelf b^ fo worthy an example, and in every 
' action e)chibiting a lively refcmblance of hit fa- 

* ther ; when we confider the eloquence he has ex- 

* crted with fo much applaule in the parliament of 

* Ireland, and his turn and application, even in 

* early youth to the ferious and weighty affairs of 
' the public, we willingly decree him honours 

* which are neither fuperior to his merits, nor earlier 
« than the expcdation of our good fubjedts/ 

As foon as the duke of Wharton came of age, 
he was introduced to the houfe of lords in England, 
with the like blaze of reputation, and raifed jealou- 
fies ill the brcails of the moll confummately artful, 
and bell qualified in the houfe of peers. A little 
before the death of lord Stanhope, his grace, who 
was conftiint in nothing but inconllancy, ajiaiD 
chan^'.ed fides, oppofed the coun, and endcavburad 
to dcicat all the fchenies of the miniftry. 

lie appeared one of the moft forward and vigor* 
ous in tlic defence of the bilhop of Rochctter, and 

in 
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oppofing the bill for inAiding pains andt peaaU 
t% on that prelate. 

The judicious obfervations he made on thr tri^ 
r the bifliop, and the manner in which he fum- 
ed up and compared a long and perplexed kind of 
ridencc, with inimitable art and pcrfpicuity, may. 
5 feen in the duke's fpeech upon that excraordinary 
rcafi^n, which is a lading proof of iiis ama?jn^ 
dilities in the Icgiflativc capacity, as well as of 
is general knowledge of public bufincfs. 

He, however, did noc confine this fpiritof oppo- . 
:ion to the houfe of lords, but exerted it boch ii> 
ry and country, promoting in all kinds of elcftions 
sh perfons as were fuppoled to be no fautors at 
ic court. Such was the hatred he now conceived 
> the miniftry, and fuch his defire of becoming 
ninent ; that he even puflied himfelf into the city 
* London ; was inveited \^ith the rights and pri- 
legs'S of a citi7.cn, and was entered a member of 
e wax chandler's company ; by virtue of which 
5 appeared at all meetings, charmed all focieties^ 
id voted in his o.vn right upon all occafions. 

Notwithftanding his aftonithing adivity io oppo- 
;lon to the courts, he was not yet fatisfied that h^ 
id done enough. He could not be in all places;., 
id in all companies at once. As much an orator, 
he was, he could not talk to the whole na- * 
>n, and therefore he printed his thoughts twice a 
eek, in a paper called the Trac-Briton, fevcral 
oufands of which being difperfed weekly, the 
ike was pleated to find the whole kingdom 
vin;r a'-teiKion to him, and admirinji; him as 
I a.:thor, though they did not at all approve his 
afohing. 

Thofe political papers, which were reckoned by 
me the ilandard of good fenfe, and elegant writ* 
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ir.g;, v,^ere coUefled together in his ]ife«t}me» aiid 
reprixid'd by hh order, vrtth a preface, ia whicb 
tee gives his reafons for engaging in an undertak- 
ing lb Tuicommoh to a perfon of his diftin6Uon. 

l!Vrc it will not be iniproper to rcniarlt» 
that notwithfbnding nil thole inftances of the 
duke's zeal, his finccrity in oppofmg the mi- 
nrftry was vet fufpcflcd, as his former beha« 
vlmrr W.1S to very inconf.iUnt with it ; but he 
never fa'Ied to jaiVify himfclf throughout the dif- 
ferent and contrary courfcs of lus condu^l, pre- 
tending always to have .ided confiftently with the 
honour and iniereft of the lealm. But he never 
was able in th's particular to obtain the public- 
judgment in his favour. 

It is impodib'e to reconcile all the varioas ac-. 
tlons of this noble- man. He was certainly toomadi 
governed by whim and accident. From this time 
for»vard, however, though he ir.ight deviate from, 
the flrit^l rules of a mora] life, he cannot be faid 
to have uone !b with refpcft to his politics. The 
fame principles on which he fee out, he cairied 
to his grdve, wiih rieajdinefs tl. rough ail the.eveui 
of fortune, and underwent fuch mcciTiuc^. as few 
of his quality ever experienced, -in a caufc, tJi^ 
revival and fuccefs of which h^d long been dd^C* 
rate, before he engaged in it, " ".« 

The duke's boandlefs profufion had by this dflrf 
fo burthen;;d his eUate, thatva decree of chancety 
took hold OR it, and vefted it in the hands off 
trnilces for the payment of liis dcbcb,' -but- Mt 
without making a proviso n of 1200I. pwai^lkft 
for his fubfiAcnce. This allowance fioc being faf- 
ficienc to fupport his title with fuitable diglii^. 
.It home, he propofed to go abroad for %■• 
)ears, ^till his elUce fhould clear icfelf of iaicul<- 
brances. His tricnds, for his owa iatcti yrem 

pkafcd 
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a* Mkfcd with. this neiblation, and every, bpfiy^coa-,! 
cred this courfe as the moft . prudeot^ .tn^t ill:, 
fughi drcuin^lasices could be taken. ' But iii,'ih2s« 
the world was deceived, for he ,^ent abroad frvm^ 
vo fjich prudent motive,, oeconomy being a viN 
tut of wnich he . never had (he Icail .notion ^iit 
any part of his life. His buiincf&at Vienna was 
to execiite a private commiiUon, not in favour of 
the EngUOk aiiniiiry, nor did he ever ihine tp- 
greatfsr advantage, as . to his pcrfonal chara^er^« 
taan at. the Ixnperial courts 

From Vienna liis grace made a tour to the cpurt; 
of Spain, where his arrival alarmed the Engiith 
minider To much, that t»vo expreilies wore I'eac. 
f|K>m Madrid to London, upon the apprehvnil.ouv 
that his grace was received there m the chara£ler 
of an ambafladory upon which the duke recciycd:. 
ii fummons under the Privy Seal to return home. 
His behaviour on this occafion was a fufBcicnt 
indication that lie never defi^ned to.return to Lng-. 
land, whilil affairs remained in the fame flatc, and 
the adminillracion in the fame hands they then were. 
in. This be often declared from his going abroad. 
the fecond time, which, no doubt, was the occsrfion 
of his treating that folcmn order with fo much indig- 
liity, and endeavouring to enflame the Spanilh court,. 
not only againft the perfon who delivered the 
warrant, but againft tlie court of Great Britiin it* 
icif, for cxerci^ng an adl of power, as he was. 
pleafed to call it, within the juiiidiction of his 
Catholic Majcfty. After this he afted openly in. 
ihe fervke of the Pretender, and appeared at hit 
court, where he was received with great marks 
q£ favour. 

While his grace was thus employed abroad, hia 
4achcfs, who had been neglected by him, died in 
England, on the 14th of April 17 to, and left no 
ifliie behind her. The lady's deatli gav6 the duko. 
no great ihock. He was difencumbercd of her 
N 4 annuity. 
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and had now an opportunity of mending his for- 
tune by inarriaj»,c. 

Soon after this, the du'ce fell violently in lore 
with Madcnioifelie Obcrn, a beautiful young lady 
at the Spanilh court, who was then one of thi 
maids of honour to the Queen of Spain. She 
v.ns daughter of an Irifti colonel in that fervice, 
who being dead, her moiher lived upon a penfion 
tlie King allowed her, fo that this lady's fortune 
confi^led chiefly in her perfonal accoxnplifhments. 
Many aigumenrs were ufed by their friends oii' 
both fides to diJTuadc them from the marriage. 
The (^leen of Spain, when the duke afked 
her confent, represented to him in the moft lively' 
terms, that the confequence of the match: would 
be mifery to both, and abfolutcly refafed her' 
confent. 

Having now no hopes of obtaining her, he fel?" 
into a violent melancholy, which introduced a liir-' 
gering ft ver, of which he languifhcd 'till he wai 
almolt ready to drop into the ground. This'dr- 
cumflance reaching her Majefty*s car, ihe was tnov- 
ed with his diilrels, and fcnt him word to endea- 
vour tlic recovery of his health, and as foon ta he 
'A:i> iihlc to nppv\"r abroad, fhe would fpeak to hinl' 
in a more favourable manner, than at their hit 
interviev.-. The duke upon receiving this 'neiii,' 
imagined it the bcft way to take the advantage 
of ihj kind difpofiron- her Majcfty was in^] 
iind fomnnoning to his afliftance his little'reiiiiuil-' 
ing ftrcneth, he threw himfelf at her Majefty*! 
feet, ai d bcnged of her cither to give him Ma-' 
d.moifelle Cbern, or not to Order hfm to lire, 
afl'uring her, in the language of tragedy, that Ihe 
was to pronounce the fcntcncc or* his life, or 
de;:th. Ihe Queen confcntcd, but" told bim he 
would fo( n repent it, and the youtip; lady being 
dazzled with the luilrc of a ducal' titlc^ and be- 

' fidei 
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fides having a real value for her lover, they were 
foon anited by an indi/ToIuble bond. 

After the (blemnization of his marriage, he 
pafled feme time at Rome, where he accepted 
of a blue garter, affeded to appear with the 
title of dake of Norihumberland, and for a« 
while enjoyed the confidence of the exiled 
Prince. But as he could not always keep him- 
felf within the bounds of the Italian gravity, and 
having no employment to amufe his a&ive tem* 
per, he ran into his ufual excefTes, which giving 
offence, it was thought proper for him to remove 
from that city for the pre fen t, left he fhould fall 
into a^aal difgrace. Accordingly the 'duke Q^it-^ 
ted Rome, and went- by Tea to Barcelona, where 
hearing that the trenches were opening before 
Gibraltar, he refolved upon a new fcene of life, 
which few fufpe£ted he would ever engage in. Ke 
wrote a letter to the . King of Spain, acquainting, 
him, ' That he deiigned to take up arms in his 

• Majcfty's fervice, and apprehending that hit 

• forces were going to reduce the town of Gi- 

* braltar under his obedience, he hoped he 
' Ihoald have his pcrmifliion to aillfl at the Aege' 

* as a volunteer.' 

This done, he went to the camp, taking his 
ducheis along with him, and was received with all 
the marks of refpe^ due to his quality. The 
Conde de la Torres, who commanded there, de- 
livered him an obliging letter from the King hi» 
maKer, thanking him lor the honour he intended 
him, by ferving in Ivis^ troops, and during that 
fieee, appointed him his aid- de-camp, by which, 
poft the duke was to give an account of all 
tranfadions to his Majefty himfelf, which obliged 
him to be often in Uie trenches, and to expofe 
his perfon to imminent danger. During this nege 
want of courage was never imputed to him ; on 
^c contrary, he was often guilty of the moft im- 
N 5 prudent 
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pru4enc mJthnefs. One evening he went clofe tO^' 
the walls, near one of the pofb of the town^.' 
and threatened the foldiers of the garrifon. They. 
a3:eG who he was ? he readily anfweredv the dokeJ 
of Wharton; an'd though he appeared there as 
an tn.sny, they fuffLred hun to return to the trench- 
es Without firing one (hot at him. 

Th'xa fiege was ended, and the duke recdved- 
nn other hurt, than a wound in his foot by the burft*^ 
ing of a grenade, and when nothing more was. 
to be done in the camp, he went to coart, where 
he was held in the utmoil refpedt by the prind- 
pal nobilicy. The King likewife, as a mark o£ 
his favour, was pleafed to give him a com- 
mi/Iion of Colonel Agregate (that was the term) 
to one of the Iriih regiments, called Hibemn^, 
und coir.manded by tlie marquis de Cailelar. 

Could tlie duke have been fatiefied with that 
Hate of life, and legulaced his cxpences according 
to his income, he had it then in his power to liTC» 
:^ not afiuently, at leail cafily. But in a ihort 
time he was for changing the fcene of adioB j 
he grew weary of Madrid, and fet his heart on 
Rome. In confcquence of this refolutioos he 
wrote a letter to the Chevalier de St. George,- 
fall of ref^^e^ and fubmiiTion, exprefllng a dettte 
of vificing 1.13 court} but the Chevalier retonied. 
for anCwcr, th.it he thought h mose adTifable 
for his grace to draw near England, than make 
;i tour to Rome, that he might be able to accoa* 
mod ate matters with the government at home, and 
take fome care of his perfonal eflate. The Che-. 
valier very prudently judged, that fo wretched aa 
oeconomiil as the duke, would be too great'^ 
burden to a perfon, whofe finances were not iik% 
much better condition than his own. Be that ik 
it may, the duke feemed refolved to foQow Ui 
advice, and accordingly fet out for Franoe, in 
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Company with his dochefs, and attended by two or 
three fervantSy arrived at Paris in May 1728. Ht^ 
lent. a letter to Mr. Walpole then embalTadof 
th^re, to let him know he defigned to^ viiit hinu 
That' gentleman returned the duke a civil anfwer,, 
imjK)rt2^£^. ' that he (hoold be glad to fee his 
' erace at his own time» if be intended it a pub* 
' Ec yifit ; if a private one, they would agree 

• ttpoA an hour, tnat fhould be moll convenient.' * 
Th^'duke declared that he would come publicly, 
which he did next day, and his difcoiirfe witii^ 
that minifter was fuitablic to the tifuol gaiety of 
his temper: for though he fpoke of returning 
home* it was in fuch an nndetei mined way, thai: 
Mr. Walpole could not gaefj his real intentionr. 
He received the duke however with his ufual coo^ 
plaifance, and with a refpjcfl ajgrecable to his qu? • 
Uty, but was not a little furprized». when, at par/- 
ing, his grace told him» he was going to dioe with 
th<; bifliop of Rochefter. Mr. walpole anfwercii, 

' That if he liad a dciign of making that prclnrte 

• a vifit, there was no manner of occaCoii for teH- 

• ing him of it.' Thus tliey parted, aud nevea* a- 
gain had another interview. 

The duke made little Aay. at Paris, but .pro- 
Qciaci to Rouen in his way, as foroc imaglncl, 
to Epglaod ; bu^ there he (lopt, and took up his re - 
l^dence, without reHciSliug in the leaft on the bufinefs 
. diat brought him to France tie was fo. far froin 
making. anv. couccQion to the government in or- 
der to make his. peace, that he did not givr 
himfeif the leail trouble about li'.s pyrfonal effate. 
Of any other concern in England. The duke had 
about. 600 1. in his poilefllon, when he arrived at 
Apuen* where more of his fervants joined him 
Sfbm Spain. There be. formed his houfbold, and 
nade a calculation,, in which there appeared to be 
hut one miiksike, thajt is» he proportioned his 
catpenc^s, . not according to his income, but quali- 
N 6 ty ; 
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ty ; and though every argument was ufed to con- 
vince him ot this error, at once ib ob^nous and 
fatal, yet he would hearken to no admonition while 
he had one crown left. 

At Rouen, as in every other place, the duke 
charmed all thofe who converfed with him; he 
was warmly received by perfons of the firft d>- 
llin£li n in that province, with whom he took 
the diverfion of hunting twice a week, 'till feme 
news arrived, which would have given interrupti- 
on to the mirth of any other man ; but the alte- 
ration was fcarce to be perceived in him. 

This was a Bill of Indiclment preferred againft 
l^ilip duke of Wharton, for high treafon. The 
fa6l laid to his charge was, appearing in arms 
before, and firing off cannon againO, his Majefty*» 
town of Gibraltar. Here we cannot omit an 
anecdote, from which the reader may draw what 
conclufion he pleafcs. During the time the pro- 
ceedings againil the duke were at a fiand in the 
long vacation, a gentleman of charader, iDtinuie- 
ly acquainted with the duke, and alfo with his af- 
fairs in England ; one who enjoyed the funfliine 
of court favour, and was a Member of Parlia- 
ment, went over to Rouen to viilt his grace, 10 
company with another gentleman. Thefe two 
vTit.ints took a great deal of pains to perfuade 
him to fubmit to the government, and rt- 
tuin to his eflate, which they aflur^ him he 
m*ght do, by writing a letter to the King, or the aii- 
niilry. This alone, without any other pretenfioitt 
to favour, was to re-cllablifh him, and leave Utt 
the free enjoyment of his eftate, which, notwilh- 
(landing all the redu^lions, would even then have 
yielded 6000 1. a year. This point they foUkhed 
IncefTantly, and their words of honour were giVeb, 
to remove all fcruples his gra(*e might have about Ae 
performance of the conditions. Their intetpoid-; 
ons were however in vain ; he rclufed to uibDiit 

to 
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to the m nillrVi or writtr to cho King» uiul thouglic 
it beneath him co aflc a favour. 

This conduA of the duke may be imputed, by 
(bme, to pride and obiliiiacy. but a more natural 
coTiftruilion is, iliai he was afraid of treachery. He 
could not difcover upon what nu)tive^a two perfons 
whom he looked upon at cic^atiirc^s of the court, 
would give thcmlclvea the trouble to come to 
Rooen, in order to pcrfuade him to ai^ for his 
own interelh unlefa they had dmw concealed views 
of fuch a nature, perhaps, as would prove fat.il 
to him, Ihould he fubtnit. 

He foon after this received advice from Rnjj- 
land, that his truflccs could remit liim no mori^ 
of his annuitv, on account of the indie\ment pre 
ferred againit him. There was now a lirradfnl 
profpe^l before him ; his money was walled ; all 
fature fuppHcs cut ofi* ; and there was a larj^c fa- 
mily to iupport, without any hopes of relief. H^* 
began now to feel the cfiWU of the indirtmenr, 
which he before held in fo much eoi»ten\pr ; he 
complained of it as a rigorou.*. proceeding, occaufc 
it laid him under a nrcclVitv of afking n favour, 
and receiving it in a public manner, which ho 
fancied neither confident with his iiouour, or re- 
putation. Thus exafpcrated aji;alnft the govern- 
ment, he wrote the memorable paper which ne eon 
tnved to get printed in Mill's Journal, under the 
colour of an account of Mirevais and Sultan 
Ezref, which contained fevcre reflexions on the 
adminiftration. Mean time the dukcVs crcilit ut 
Ronen be^^an to fink ; he was attended every 
morning with a conftderable levee. confilHng of 
tha tradefmen of that city, who came with im- 
JK>rtuniite faces to demand payment of their bills, 
which he difcharged by quitting Rouen, leaving hift 
horfet and equipage to be fold, and the money to 
be divided among them. 

The 
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The dukc» before this event, had throvi 
at the feet of the Chevalier de St. Georg 
only poflible refource he had left. Accor 
wrote him a jnoft moving letter, giving hii 
of his prefent fufferings, very pathetically 
iog the diftrefs to which he was reduced, 
bly impIoriDe his proteAion, with what li 
ance might be neceflary to enable him t 
fuch a burthen of calamities, as he found 
too heavy to bear. 

The duke having now returned to Paris 
confiderable reformation in his hottiho! 
and placed himfelf in a private family, 
duchefs went to a relation's at St. Germaini 
meaa while the anfwer of the letter fent 
came in its proper time, in which his i 
condu£l was reprefented ; but at the fame 
touched with fo light and delicate a h: 
it gave the duke but little uneafincfs. 
were given him, that he fhould be gratlfi 
extravagancies, or Battered in his leviticj 
contrary he was told, ' That as. his paftco 

* not merited any favour, nothing but 1 

* behaviour could recommend him to it.* 
had fufiicient penetration to difcover by 
that he was not likely to be abandoned, v 
confolatlon enough to one of his Tan^uin 
in the then dcfperate fituation of his affair 
Chevalier dc St. Qeorge foon after fent hi 
for his fupport, of which he was no foom 
feflion, than he fquaudered it away in a 
extravagance. In reality, money (eemcd i 
a burthen to him, that ne bent all his th 
get rid of it as faft as poflible ; and he. w 
willing his companions fhould be troubli 
as himfelf. As a proof of this itrange ta 
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ill c^uoce one InilaTice amonffft many in the wosds 
' the wricer of hit lift, which will fcnr? to fluw 
le kcedleft profiifion of that oiiaccoantable.xibfailc- 
aiu 

* A Yc»^ng Inlh lord of the dokeTs acaaaintaace^' ' 
of 1 fwcet obliging and gieneroiu difpoiition^ hup* 
^ning fo be at St, Gerauiot».ac the time' hit . 
grace was paying a viiitto his lady ; the duke 
came to him one nl^ht^ with an air of bufinefs^ 
and told his lordfhip that an affair of importance ' 
called him inftantly to Paris, in Which.no time 
was to be lol^ wherefornhe begged the favour, of 
Ui l(Hrdihip*s coach. iTc young noblenvm Jient 
a racy readily, bat as the duke was Repping. idt» 
i^ he addedi. that he flioold reckon it an additi- 
onal obligation, if his lordihip would dVe him, ' 
Kb company : As^the duke was alone, the young 
lord either could not, or would not, refufe hifhi ' 
Tlicy went together for Paris, . where thi^ smvtd 
apout midnight. The duke*s comoanion. thta^ 
; his grace's bufinefs might aemand pri- 



Taicy, ol&ed to leave him and. come again, when 
it Ihonld be finiihedi but he aiTurednis lord/hip 
it was not neceflary ; upon which they went upon 
'the foUowipg frolic together. The ferft thing t« ' 
lie done, was to hire a coach and four hones ; 
tbe next to find out the mufic belonging to the 
Opera, fix or eight of which his grace engaged 
ai:«.iet price : The young lord comd not imagiqo 
inwhat this would end; till they returned to. St. 
Gjermains, which was at five the next mornings 
when the duke marching diredUy with his troop 
to the caftle, ordered them to.ftrike upon die 
ifadrs. Then the plot broke out into execution, 
beiiig no more than to ferenad'efome yonng.ladics, 
'ficiur whofe apartments they then were. 
* This piece of extravagant gallaititry being ovei^ 
. the doke perfuaded the young lord to go about n 
mile off, to Poiffy, where an Eogliih gentleman 

« of 
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of their Acquaintance lived ; His lordfhip confeni^ 

* ing, the duke took with him a pair of trumpen^ 

* and a kettle- drum, to give the mnfic a more mir- 
' tial a r : But to thi» tne Op^ra mu(ic made til 

* objedti ^n at frft, becaufe 35 they fhonld be want- 

* ed th'C night in th^ir pofts, they fhould forfeit 

* half a ouis d' or each, fo.* non appearance. Half 
» a louis d' or ! {"ys his grace, foLow the duke of 

* Wharton, and all your forfeitures (hall be paid. 

* They did To, and entered I'oiiTy in fuch a mufical 

* manner, that they alarmed the whole town, and 

* their fiieiiU did not know whether he had befl 
' keip his houfe, or fly for it ; but the affair was 

* foon explained, ard the mufical troop was enter- 
' tained Ly the gentleman their friend, in a vaj 

* handfome manrer. This frolic being now finiflwd, 

* there was one thing more abfolutely neceflaiy, 
' viz. to difciiarge the reckoning, upon which oc- 

* caiion the duke in a very laconic manner addrefled 

* himfelf to the young lord.' My lord, fays he, * 1 

* have not one livre in my pocket, wherefore I 
' mull defi'-e you to pay thefe fellows, and IMl do 

* as much for you whenever I am able. Upon this 
■ his lordfhip u ith great chearfulnefs, paid all de- 
' mands, amounting to 25 louis d^ora.* 

It may fecm a (Irange obfcrv^tion, but it as cer- 
tainly true, that the brute creation differs not more 
from the rational in many refpecls, than a man 
from himfelf: That by fuffering paflioni to ufurp 
the dominion of the loul, human nature is ftript 
of its dignity, debafed to the bealls that perifli, and 
(HU rendered more ignominious by the complica- 
tions of guilt. We have already feen the dufee of 
Wharton fet up as the idol of an admiring people ; 
an augufl fenate liftened to the enchantments of his 
eloquence ; a powerful miniffry dreadine his refo- 
lutions; he was courted, flattered, feared, and 
obe}'ed. View him now, and the fcene is ftifted. 

Obferrt 
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re him diefcendjnjE to the moft nbjeA trifiiikg,' 
g t6 'themeaneftexpedient?^ zxA the orator. 
wetmifi tramformea to. Vhc raifibcnui anAj 
t^derer. _ »'■' 

hicident iii this hobleman^slife tits been fe- 
iedmore t6 fan ditacKaiAthge, aid' is in icfetf 
nterefting xhap.the G^lvowing. Tlie afCoiAt 
ik Irereitiiredcd yvas'Jiit td^ .a friend by ihc^ 
•xprefs .order. 

cots peer with -whom'bmfa the dake, kaJ il^e^ 
J lived^in great in^m^cy iii 'Italy, ha^'pentiig 
[le^to Paris, when the duke wa$ there, l!hii/. 
HI ibeir acqaaintance aild friendfli!p» and fti; 
line cbntinaed f^ith mataal' freirioi&i^ titf A^ 
liuid reafon to believe (rom what he hdud itOm, 
.-^"diat this parr had boflfted favours from t^e. 
t, of Wharton. . , . 

iriiidance oP smton tai(i^, the doke c^iild 
Ajp rcfehthjg, though he oftexi dt' ' ^ ce 
i|tfrel| 'that he never 'Vad the le^i a 

! darfaefs*6 honour/ .He refolvcd t^.c^.,' - 
alidcndy b cafftte^^f^talofd m a'n V^^ urr, 
liPftidng-'hlnf Know it "i as '/or itie dks^^e^^ d| 
"ch as meniioining her'Qaine'j; actori^Tfigly'M 
xrcafion to* do it, in this inaifiitt . 
ttpfencd thar tlfc -dixke t)f-Wfia-t6!r^afid hisj 
qpfme/at k lady^s whom the/ ihatualiy vVfited^ 
le duke dfppping (lis glove ."by chance;%i^ 
ip cook ' it I lip, , jnd' rettlrn^' it to the. duk&A 
Bereopon ifkcd him if . he wd'old take il up m 
forms ? To which his lordlhip anfW;ered,-j^es» 
rd, in all its forms. ■ - ~^ •• ■- * 

ne days after, the '3uke gave a ball. at St^ 
aln's, ttr Which hrffcvijiJS.ffi*i $cotJ;iv;bIepw^^ 
>me perfon indifcet^ly afkedhisgrirtVheCier 
I forbid the duch'ef&'s danciti^-iyith Ibi'd C— ^. 
gave the'd^ke frcih reafon^ to fielieve ^hat .ti^ 
peer had been adminiftring new* 4;rottftds' w 
<;ntmcnt, by the wantonncTs of calumny: He 

diflcm- 
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diiTcmbltid his uneafinefs for tiie prercnt, ai 
politely entertained the company till Bvt 
in the morning* when he went away wicb 
ceremony of caking leave ; and the next nc 
was heard of him was from Paris, from wh 

fenr a challenge to lord C d, to fbliow 

Flanders. 

I'he challenge was delivered by hb ferva 
was to this efFeA : * That his lordfhip mi 
' member his faying he look up his glove in 

* forms, which upon mature reRexiiNi» hi: 

* looked upon to bt fuch an affront, as was 

* be born, wherefore he dtfired his lordihip i 
' him at Valenciennes, where he would cxp 
' with a friend and a pair of piftols ; and on 
' of his lord{hip*s coming nis grace wou 

* him, &-c. 

The fervant who delivered tlie letter^ i 
keep its contents a fecrec ; a^nd lord C— 
taken into cuftody, when he was aboat fetti 
to meet his erace. AU that remained then 
lOrdfliip to iot wa$ to (end a genilcman inti 
ders, to acquaint the duke with what kapp< 
him. His grace upon feeing the gcatlcQ 
magining him to be his lordfliip*s ic^nd. f] 
hm in this manner ; * Sir» I hope my Ic 
' favour me fo far as to let us ufe piftokt 

* the wound I received in my foot before Gi 
' in fome meafure difables me from the 
Hereupon the gentleman replied wilh (ome c 

* My lord duke, you might chufe wlui you 
' niv lord C 1-d will fio-ht vnu with aav % 
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jf^Acniriak,'. tinder whofe cognizance it properiy- 
jfVHlwMarfnicil'Of France. 
'^Jth^&Aitfis behaviour* cm this' 4occiifi<fili' '^ fe- fat 
fffk temgi reproachable, kemB^ho W the mb^ 
Mhl$klaftK>ll^of his whole' hfe. Wh^t maii of; 
Ifiritiivoald not fefent the behaviour of another^ 
tb'ftoQld boaft of favours from his wife, efpeeial- 
Ijfe' iirhw in M probafaitfcy lie never received 

tta-gr^KreV condv^tng the quarreli fo a» to faVe 
b)tC|paC8(iioii:«f his duchefs, by; not fo hiddi- 's(»' 
ttiikg her name called in ^ueftion, was af pnCe^, 
tuAnit^ and tender ; for whether a tadv 19 gailtv 
nad, if tiie leaft fufpicion is once raift^d, there am 
ecrallorft enough in the world ready to fix the ftain' 
p9t% hav. The Scots lord deferved the fever^fb 
rMtmenty for living in ftri^ friend(hip whh t^i> ' 
mbaibf quality, and then with nn infidiode cmelty 
^dcmvouring'to fow the fe^s of eternal difcofd ht-^' 
Jjteeatkem, ttad all to gratiiy a little vdnityt ThaW] 
iMth «. oondii6i nothing can be more reproachabte. '; 

-Not long after this ad venture, a whim felztd'die' 
hdte^'oT'goittginto axonvent, in order. to ^epare^ 
b# Bi^i^aad while he was there, he talked widv^ 
iviiu»A>ioe aiid energv upon aH points of lellgion;^^ 
imf^dit?ji(yiif9Atn BeheM him with adniixttioti*/ 
kuotelCia, wi^re ifor'^ome- time in fufpenoe, whdt' 
(wipM t^=die ifliie of this new courie of life i bat' 
I^Q^^put an enki to their ipeculationft by appear-, 
a^«i|ilin in tbe world* and rumung headlong^; 
nid'ii^ iWlld eouffes of vice and extravagance,, as [ 
he-hid «re< before done. He had for a ccynpanioii, ' 
r 'febtfemih for whom ho entertained a viery high^ 
Mt)A y but' one wha Was aa m)ic{i ap enemy aa* 
mCUc to fuch.a licentious b^hiqrioar. In another 
miilon^ our imble author woiild have found it a 
itt^nefi to bo conftantiy attendied by a Mrfefi. of 
t^nonaor, probity, andt^feafoi botttiediiliKe*a. 

fuinpL 
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Ilrnn^e and unnccoiin table condiifl, rcnd< 
lift i'm:cuYOur:« to Urvc him ineffectual. Ir 
wliich that j;entlcman wrct.' to a frirud in J 
hr concUide? wi-h a melancholy loprclcnt; 
the duke's prcfint circumftanccs ; 

However, nntwitliftamling wh.i 



• * * fefTcred, and what my l)ro:her madman h 

\ '- •to undo himfelf', an.I owvy body who wa 

I ' luc-y as to have thir Icall concern with 

I • coiM not hol'f> bcinij fenflbly moved on fc 

• , * Ordlnriry a vicifiiuule of" fortune, to fee 

* ninn fallt n from th:!t ilMivnp ii^ht, in whic 
' beheld liini in the l.oule of lords, to fuc 

* grco of obfcurity, that I have beheld the 

* commoner here decline his company ; 

' Jew he would fo me times fallen on, grc 
' of it, for you know he is a bad orator in Y 

* and of late he has l>cen fcldom fobcr. 

I • before he left Paris, he was fo reduced, 

* had not one fmgle crown at coirmand, i 
j * forced to thru 11 in with any acquaintani 

* lodj^ing . Walfh and T have had him by ti 

* to avoid a crowd of duns, which he hac 

* fizes from i^oolivresto 4, who hunted 

* clofe, that he was forced to retire to i 

* the neighbouring villages for fafcty. I, 

* r was, hurried about Paris to eet him 

* and to St. fiermaius to get him linen. I 

* him one Ihirt and a cravat, which, w 
' livrcs, hif; whole (lock, he and his dach 



ad no other rppplics ; and (b end^ my mcUa* 

Its dcplorabk fit nation did the duke ka' c 
aa bib nee indeed of the il range reverie of 
y tat fof which he could nvt blame the 
? of providence, or the ^ errecution of ene- 
bat hU own unbounded profufionj a Cave 
ch he feems to have been born. As a Iwog 
r did not very ttdl fuit witTi his grace *& fi- 
, to he went for Orleans, thence fell dowa 
fCT Loire to Natitsi; in Briany, ai>d there he 
amc time 'till he got a remittance from P*- 
ijch was fqyanxiered al^noft ae foon a» r^- 
, ' Ac NaniTi fome of his ragged fervants re - 

him, and from thence he took fljippiog 
hem from Bilboa, as if he bad been ciirr^- 
Cf oiti 10 the Spanilh regiment. From BjI- 
wrote a humorous letter to a friend ^t 
Lch t» his fancy, not his circumllatvce&, 
giving a whlmfical actount of his vo> age, 
manner of paffuig away his time, Bitt at 

i as if he had been a little afFe£^e<i with 
be mircondod, he cotidides diua, * ngtwith- 
jujtg what the fioM may fay of nit-, 

ft iStih to 01V remains^' anil Ol ^ai^flAl ' 
jAimyevLt |ud|;ineat, your dipiftci IfcieQj^t^^ 

On liie' Vokb arrived at Bilboa, lie B|4 
P j^iends, fftOney^ nor credi^ oiore/wS 
iSifff reputation '(tf his ^pimm co^xiimQu 
M'fdtil UpoU' the ftrength. of th4t,,A« 
iraiffchefs knd Terrant there^ /and w^ 
t fftfi^menty where he was oblig^ to fgp* 
lAfaiTelf upon the pay of 18 piftoles' 4 
ti hvH could get no relief for the pop^ la- 
A ftjniiy he left behind him. , The dibrcft 

i§k two liaet are taken from Drydea, who aidiiffl^ 
o Cohere ve^ when he loc o aiii ^ cnd cd ^to ltf^(h'p.c«ipeiif 

of 
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of .he duchcfs wsis if.expreflible, nor is i 
to o ''Ccivc what would have been the 
queni\', if her unhappy circumllances h:: 
rca.i.ed the c.nr of another exiled noble'n 
Madrid, who could not hear of her ihB 
uithout relieving her, ' This generous exil^^ i 
cd with 'her calamities, fent her a hundred 
fiifh pifloles, which relieved her grace fr 
kind of captivity, and enabled her to cOmct 
drid, where (he lived with her mother and c 
mother^ while the duke attended hit' regi 
Not long after this, the duke*s family bad a 
lofs in the death of his lady^s mother, by* 
they were deprived of a penfion thty bcfb 
joyed from the crown of Spain 3 but this wa 
cunately repaired by the intereft of a ndfakn 
court, who procured die ducheft's two fift< 
be minuted down for Makis of Hodoor t 
Queen of Spain, whenever a vacancy fliodld 
pen, l)ut to enter immediately upon the fall 
thefe places. Her Majefty likewifc took du 
chefs to attend her perfon. 

There have been many inftances of pliople, 
have fuftained the greateft (hocks which ad? 
can inflidt, through a whole life of fiifRetii» 
yet at laft have yielded to the influence or 
fling evil : fomething like this was the cafe^o 
duke of Wharton, which the following ftory 
illu(b-ate. 

He was in garrifon at Barcelona, tiid co 
from a ball one nisht, in company with 
ladies, a man in a mafque, whom he did not k 
was guilty of feme rudenefs to him. Thte^ 
enquired who he was, and being lAAraKd 
he was valet de cfaambre to the mir^uis dl 
ibourg, governour of Catalonia, he fuflfered' 
felf to be tranfported by the flrft motions -o: 
paflion, and caned him. The fellow compl 
of this ufage to his mailer, who tit firft too 

n 
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teiei of it, imai ag hft grace would make 
piM exoofe to h for fuch a procedure 1 but 
w^or tbe. dnkei vtknsht it beneath his quality 
v«uAo -anyf. apology tor beating a menial fer- 
j.|pfM.kad«oeeii rude- to him, or would not 
I MOB cnothier account, he ijpoke not a word 
j««)a 'Tbe marquffi refentiug this behaviour, 
I 4^ ' afar ordered the duke to prifon, Ife 
,^li^,'«id w^t to Fort Montjuich : ai fooa aii 
|t«nriifftf ibore, the i rquit ftnt him word» ho 
~ y^^ OMMf out whef no pleaied 1 .die duke aii- 
M»i.ko Aomad to »pt liberty at hit haikl<» 
^jMNdd act* ftir n ut an order from the 
Mil* immjgaain% they would highly condemn the 
IfrerMw^a (dobouA i * but the maivoii had too 
padi. Olrfit with the. minifter, to mfer any dU 
||iM#a«a£ hit power on that account; he received 
HlAif « ikarp rebuise, i duke had ers to 

' tit Uf quarters, 1 t m into 

Tkk lalll rui Mm ] r«ed the 
of all bis misibrn B ; ne ihnk ba« 
this accident, and siv y to mehndio* 

lyl ftll into a deeo conii Had the duke 

Vlliipcaioed his uAuu ijpirit, ae woi probably have 
t^JleHgedahe marquis,, and rei t the afiont 
jii^^. fesKant upon die.i ^ had made 

MfBHfilhM own, by 11 cac valet's de« 

vi|9)rM ^ornAkm; -. 

• About the beeinnin^ of the year 1731 he de* 
difNdjIb'fiift, Miug-in his qttaiijen» at Lerida, 
4at he haduottahe. u(e of his limbs, fo as to 
^ove without, afliflancei but as he was free from 
h!|a« ho, did not lofe all his uaiety. He continued 
%^ fjjitf ill 'Hate of health for two months, when 
^igained a litdc Ib-ength, and found fome be- 
lafia from a certain mineral water in themoun-. 
una of Cautonia 1 but his conftitution was too 
B^ch fpent to recover the (hocks it had received, 
forelapfed the May following at Terragana, whi- 
ther 
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^er he removed-^ilk his x^jgmtAt \ -and 
.a^ »bove ni eptiqp e 4 , wat98>.,<hf fbeaefii;. 
heKad already ejcp«rleaQ^*4^ ^ILI^tc 
thofe faixuing £t5t to wtilch he hacL & (i 
been fubjefi, in a fsnall villajge, and wi 
ideftitute of ; ntc^rips ^« hAp A 

charitaUa ^ if j% ihwi ai a B tM fc>cttl|fr|j 
iiad him wha^ ^ma^nce their bDu(e aAnk 
dukfi^aaypteiii}KMir,Mi4 FWP^ .. 
they je«iav«4 ^Uk>#^ WPWti«^ 
fibred Jjl tfbe.iRlMpf ia.;^ifir^i|Oi||| 

ttnocio flofc %;j r%r pllU/mmA m 

ed ui uic fyim- ^m^^v in wKldi tli« laj^l 
thole of Uaii^ o^n fi-at^niii^v . .^ 

dc^\\anf pid^^c .^f. {ke«4iake ^ Whj 
man whoie Uij% . w^f ,^^ l^rgngly ^ 
jvith £1k ¥kiii^t]e$ , of fortune, gs hii^ 
wer^ vfiriau^ sj^. ^loiiirbiog. He b ^ 
of the gr£^ti£Q%4:i^uy of mulk^ii^il po'^fi 
onc^tli^y fppfn ^f dii^lftti^ oi prude acc^ 
maxima fjf iiie, , Witb :iil the' li,i,ai'e of ^ 
Hand in g^ wby&A iii». ior uj j^^ c u a^ wail^ ^ 
circumitaBQ^^ Iomt^ be />>j^^ iau> <c«^($«» 

defpKed his wit wh&n attended ^tb po^i)^ 

.tn)c is it that, t, '» in.iirAl * 7'j 

Want is the ^m f3^iy€fy)meAAw ilnli 

And wit in rags is tohi^^o'^ffi^.'^' 

The duke of Wharton mna lb tev^(n| 
the world (bould be nc^jjno4cUe4:/9'''^ 
he would conform to noacjof the^i^icstj J 
the little happiaffa. the. 'world cac^^yid^' 
attained. But we' ihalf not har^.|f^apm 
chara£ler» as wf Cfui prefent it to UkC 
4xawn in the moift )urdly mfuuicir, \ij Jbt 



PHILIP D. WHARTON, st^ 

tMchcs of F e- who ia oae of his £uiiiUir 
iHM,'iltais€lHH«aimi biA. 

OP£*t^EpiftIe on die Khowledob 
ind XHASrAersftt of Msii. 



'IVktfMi, At Umn asd woadcr of our iaj^ 
WlNfiidWltag paCoD was the loft of prtift : 
An wkh whatever eonld win k from the mk, 
W)MMB uA foob miift like hkn, or he dies t 
.no* «ODi*yfaiK fenates hong on all he fpokeL 
^ ' ■ avirhaU r 



"The doh a«ft hail him mafter of the joke. 
Shill parts To Tarioai aim at ootUiig new f 
Hbll ihine a Tuffj ai 1 a Wilmot too i 
Then turns repentant, and his God adbres, ' 
Wtdb the faaw spirit t he andwhoreti 

JbKMgh if an aronnd « Kunire, 

• And now the Ponk app and now the Friar. 

Thns with each oft i>t i re and of art. 

And wAntiag no&n| bttt heart; 

Givwn dl so aB» frc lu < vice exempt ; 

And ni6ft contemptilw, to t t contempt ; 

Wapaiion fHII to cc -ai praife, 

'W iife» toiorCntstB ndwars^ 

A ointant boonty wi licn no niend has made i 
' Atf anedtongue which no man can perToade i. 

A fboC with more of wit than half mankind. 

Too raih for dio«j||bt, fer afUon too idin'd : 

A tyrant to the wite his heart approves s 

A rebel to the very King ^ \orc% ; 

He dies, fad oat-eaftor eachchorchand ftate. 

And; harder ftill ! fla|^tioas, yet not neat. 

Aik yoo why Wharton broke thro* evTy mle f 

*Twu an for (ear the Kaaim fliottld caU him 
Pool. 

Pope's Works, VoLIIL 
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The duke is author of two. T4iliiiiies of poc 
of which we (hall feledl the following as 
fpecimen. ■* 

The F E A R of D E A T H. 

Say, fovVti^n qiieen of awful nigjit^ 

Dread tyrant fay ? 
Why parting thiocs this Iab*ring frame dillcnc 

Why dire ccr.vulfions rend. 
And teeming horrors wreck th* afloniflrd fighi 

\\ hy flirin'us the trembling foul, 

Why Vklth. ^niazcflieAt full 
Pi;ie3 at thy rule,' and fitketos at' thy fway ? 

Why JovvVi the thunder of thy brt 
W^hy livid argcrs glow. 

Miflaken phaiitoai, fay ? 
Fifr l.cr.ce exert thy awful reign, 
V> here tutelary (hrines and jfoiemn bulls 

■IiicTofe the haHow'd dull : 
Wlicrc 'fcel>Ie" liipcrs flied' a gloohiy ray, . 

A nd flatueS f\Xy feign i . 
Where p.ilccy'd griefs th^ir wafting vj^s bee 
There brood' with fullen ftafe, '^and nidil .'m 

tdowny'lod 
Advance ye lurid minittcrs of death ! 

- A nd fwell the annats of hep reign ': 
Crack ever}' nen'c, flnice evfty V6in|, \ 

' And choak the avenues of tireatfa., 
I-'reeze, freeze,' y? purple tidek'f ' . ' [\J" [ 

Or fcorch with feeriiig flaxii^; '^ 
Where^ nature flows in tepid ftreams. 

And life's mxanderd glUI^:. ' ' 
Li.t keen defpair her icy progrefs make, ~* " 
And (lackcnM nerves their tafk foHiak 
• ^ .'" • -. Years-damp the vital fire. 

l- .- .- M -V* 
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awn all ye horrors of the flood ; 
or. '\ (; r/iASrid cufl y oor fwclUng forgei higher. 
■ ■;£• . ' Surv^ the f othd t i .' • * 
1km delblating ftorms, and vengeful fates. 

The ^wdy fcene deface j 
mbition in its wideft havock trace 
hro' widowed cities, and aapeoprd £atcs. 

And is this all? 
V€ tkdk Ac tbrtaten^d tm^»of yowVeign f * ' 

P dream of fancy *d power! 

Quit, quit, tV affeaed (hew, 
his fageaatry of grief, . a^d {abour'd pomp of 

[woe. 

Draw the pleafing fcene, , . . 
Hiere 'dx^adfiil iffiunders'ncvthr todi^], nor|;id^y' 

• ■ [tempeihtoMrV. 
' ''Scenes ddightmg! 

Peace inviting, ' 

Paffibns foothM, and tumult dying i 
JEra^s rqwiing^ . 
Pears controlling, 
Alwayir neWy nul always flying. 
^c dread we know not what, we fear we know' 

Snot why, 
ic ' 
^fodt to S«mber into immortality. ' 
All reconciling name f 

In (pace unbounded as in power ; 
''^Whtit fancy limits cannot frame ; 

Nor reafon launch beyond the (horc : 
ne^jual (late from alT diftinfHon free, 
iread like the wide expanfe rf va(l immenfity. 
Sedltioas tumnlts there obey. 
And feuds their zeal forget : 
Debated empires own one common fway, 
. There kam'd dlfpotes unite ; 
or crowded volumes the long war maintain : 

There rival chieff combine 
9 &11 the general chorus of her reign. 

O 2 Sa 
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Sbftreams from either pole. 
Thro* dilTrcitt tracks their watVy joarnies rowl; 
Then in the blending ocean lofe their namcj 
Aadwithconfemaig wavetf knd mingrd tidci loi 

[e¥cr iiow thrfidM 



Colonel CODRINGTOK. 

THIS ceatleinan was of the firi xaik d 
wit aad gallantry. He received kis^odi: 
cation at All Souls College in the univerfi^ d 
Oxford, to which he left a donation of 30.000I 
by his will, part of which was t9 be approfii 
ated for building a new library *. He was naif 
years govemour of the Leewara Iflands» wbacK 
died, bat was buried at Oxford. He is acaciim- 
ed here, on account of foiae fmall picow of pfr 
etry» which he wrote with much elegance and |0 
Ijtenefs. Amongft thefe pieces is an tfOnsaf^U 
Mr. Southern's tragedy called The Ta|c of C^ 
in which are the following verfes ; 

Wives ftill are wives, and he that .will h 

billing, 
Muft net thiSc cuckoldom deferves « killing. 
What if the gentle creature had bcea IdCi^ 
Nothing the good man married for was miffinf. 
Had he the fecret of her birth-right kiioiira» 1 
*Ti& odds the faithful Annals woiud havefliewii I 
The wives of half his race more Incky t&mnlin 1 

own. J 

BDwati 
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) A^U «^V* «^W a^^t a^W ^W* «^Vi fl^^ 

C'J;-^''^1^'<)War;p Ward. .' /\ 

A MAN of low extraflion, and who never 
received any regular education. He Was an 
imiucor/if ^r jgtmaai Batl'er, aad^i^ots^'^bis Re. 

fbrmiTlon^ a poem» 'Vitli an aim at llic fame k'md 
ef humour which has fo remarkably diftinguirtied 
Budibras. * Of larc years, fays Mr. Jacob, he 
feas kept a public houfe in the city, but io a gea-^ 
ted way/ Ward was, in his own droll manner^ 
a violent antagonift to the Low Church Whig^ 
and in confequence of thiSf drew to his houfi^ 
Cudb people as had a mind to indulge their fpleepi 
agalnft the government, by tetailing little ftoriei, 
of trc^fon* He was thought to be a man of ftrong 
natural parts, and pofre/Ted a very agreeable plea- 
kuiry of tertijer. Ward was much affronted whca 
Se read Mr. ' Jacob*s account^ in which he men- 
tfoni his kdepitjg a public houfe In the city, anS 
in 1 book called Apollo'i MaggoE, declared this 
iocouit tq be a great falfity, protefting that his 
mbm iotit was not in the City, bat in Mooir 
«eldi».. 

Tbt chief of this author*8 pieces are, 
i * ' 
fHadSbnts Redivivus, a political Poem. 
« Dte Qoixoce, tranflaced into Hudibraftic Verfe. 
i EccfefisB & Faftio, a Dialogue between Bow-ftce» 
pie Dragon, and the Exchange Grafboppcr. 

♦ Notes on the Dunciad. 

O 5 A Ramble 
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A Rnmble through the Heavens, or The 
of the Gods. 

The Cavalcade, 2 Poem. 

Marriage Dialogues; or A Poetical Peep 
State <Qf Matrimony. 

A Trip to Jamaica. 

The Sots Paradifc, or The Humours of 2 
Alchoufe. 

A Battle without Blood(hed, or Militar} 
plinc ButToon'd. 

All Men Mad, or England a Great Bedia 
1704. 

The Double Welcome, a^Pocm to the I 
Marlborough. 

ApoIlo*s Maggot in his Cups, or The ^ 
cal Creation of a Little Satirical Poet ; ] 
Ode, dedicaited to Dickey Dickenibn, th< 
but Reformed Governor of Scarborough 
8yo. 1729. , 

The/Ambitious Father, or The Politidi 
vice to his Son ; a Poem in five Ciantos, ij 
lall work he left finifhed. 

Mr. Ward's works, if colle£!ed, would 
to five volumes in 8vo. but he is mod diftii 
by his London Spy, a celebrated work in p 
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•'Sir Roger L'Estrange. 

1^ il rS . geA^^m.ifi : wa$ i:cond foi^ of j .S I r 
I .Uammoa L'l^iirange of iiuaflon 'in jKIor- 
k, knt. and ^^s bom ,anD0 1 61 7 ^. In the year 
44 $ir lioger . hi^vinjg obtained' a commilfion 
i»,Xiag.C%J« Is!fej:odttcing^^ Nor^ 

||^/theoJn'^p!f|I)p9J^ ^yf^' Padiameni;, jfcj* de- 
n ^af.'ol&Q/^ed-to^ Walton the goyer- 

^taQ4,^l?«r}QAj Seized. Upoii the failiofi; of 
it cnterpnze lie was' tried -, by ^^ ppurt piartlaT at 
oildhall, London, and' condemned to 16 fc his 
e .as a fpy, coming from the King's" quarters 
thou t drum, trnmpet, orpafs; but was afterwards 
>rievedy and continued in Newgate feveralye^s. 
r Jloffcr in a work , of^ his, called Truth ^' and 
ifixlty Vindicated, has informed us, that, When 
reteivcd' fentcnce of death, which was pro- 
unced againll him by Dr. Mills, then judge ad- 
cate, and afterwards chancellor to the bilhop of 
)rwich, he was call into Newgale, where he was 
ited by Mr. Thorowgood and Mr. Arrowfmith, 
members of the alfcmbly of divinet, who kind- 
offered him their "utmoft intoreft if hi Would 
ikc fome petitionary acknowledgment, and fubi. 
t to cake the covenant, which he refufed. But 

» Sec Gen. Di£l. Art. L'Eftrange. 

O' 4 that 
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^^axn to tSr caiiof N^ribit&ibeflaj^d, the es| 

be reuivccl favoa 4. In the ticuf^r ^^| 

#ii MTiiculailv oUigcd C9 Sir J t; hi l ii^H 

!h drdcf to a further hcjring ; but afttfli 
tbirty montbs fpcni in v^q eibd^vDurt , efl 
Co come to SI licarm|, or to ptii himrdf i 
.an cjfcbau^^bfe coodiiron, he f^nntcd t ftata 
1ii4 cafot a^ an Appeal from ibc Cuart^maau^ 
tbc PMljiim<;iu. dsitcd at Newgate its 1647. i 
After aJiuoft fpur jcmr* iwipriibriHicnt* wilki 
k«e|>«f *it privity, be flip 4 tatoKeni^sind sbea <iri|b ■ 
dillicdcy got be>'Oiid fca. Abo^ic the lacuMM 
AiS£ 11 iDj^y upon the dilfotutioj» of the tl^H 
Hftmait» hy Cromwrl, be icti^rnol tm^o ^P| 
and prefetitly actju^ntrd ihe comuril, cheit M 
at Whitehall, that &iidipg himWf wlfhia ihe j 
of Indermnity« be thought it bb duly to |1v« i| 
notice of kh reittm. ^oon after ihii bi wai Jel 
mi^ (he foUowJiig order, ^ 

* Wedjic£ci»y Scfie mber 7, il 

OrdeTed, i 

Tbut Roger t'Hfbrange be &Qt «»»» t9 all 

the CQmmiUkx of tbb counol foi txatimtioiL ^ 

Joim Tiivat.aa, 4cfi«t| 

Tbu order kid Urn undct 1 necefiif of ai^ 
ing for hit difchaxge» bm pcfcoiifiiiK liis.bo&ia 
advance very ilo^y^ and hm hmtt aA ^^4 
lying vipo£i hb 4eshtb-bctL h£ wai ioy»eiiin 
i^vc \kh difcharge u ipucji haBaied ^ pofl 
dut he might pay hia duly ro bis fttbei« wboi 
had not feca *or xi*a.ny yeari boCofe. Mf^ Soi 
hud was oite of the commiiioaers appOfnted 
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M^hioi; and the peffon front wliom, in the 
Mi^of.Us friends, he wicsto expcA the leaft 
l;i >Mr. L'EHrange therefore to render hind 
Mlpiiiout to hb pim»ofe, paid 'him the coo)- 
(V of- ft viiit, telling Aim frankly that he wis 
fd'bpoB the irritation of the Ad of Indent- 
and injFing before him how much it con- 
rhimt both m comfort and intereft, to fee 
fimg father. Mr. Strickland, in place cff 
f^' with Mr. L^£flrange*8 »ro{>ofition, an- 
l,wat he Woukl find himfelt miftaken, anS 
b cafe was not included in that Ad. Mr. 
iaige> veply to him was, * that he might have 
ife among the Turks upon the (ame terms i* 
$ he left him. From that time matters be- 
e to look worfe and worfe, he confidered it, 
laft expedient, to addrefs Cromwel hilnfelf. 
federal difappointments, for want of oppoj:- 
.• lur'fj^d^ to him at iaft in the Cock-pit» 
le Aiili<*of his defire was, either a fpeedy ex- 
don, or that it might be deferred *till he haS 
is father. Cromwel remonflrated againft the 
befii of his party, obferred, * that rigour was 
his inclination, but that he was but one man, 

could do little by himOelf ; and that Mr. 
Irange's party would do well to give fome 
traettimony of their quiet, and peaceable in- 
ons.* Mr. L'Eftrangc told him, * tha( every 
ms to anfwer for his own adions, at his own 

and fo Cromwel took his leave. Some time 
his Mr. L*£llrange was called, and Mr. 
land, with another mtleman, were his ex- 
rs I bat the latter prefled nothing againft him. 
irkkland indeed infifted upon hit co nde nw 
, and would have deprived him of the benefit of 
i of Indemnity, teUing him at laA^ .' that h* 
[iven no evidence of the change of his mind, 
GOnfequentiy was not to be tmfhkl.* Mr. 
inge's final anfwer was to thir tfk€t, * chat 
O i • il 
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* it wu hi* intcrtA to change his tt ^ V 
' c^fild, and thut whcntivdr hi; foui^* ........u fa 

^* to do> Kc would ob€y the fcnfc efhis own mind/ 

^Saiitc few day* after this he w^- fi^* --rd *. 

.• Dyrmg the dependency of thi i\fr. 

; L'Eftf^ng^j f mighc \\M he fcen in: w miMit^.u, bet 

! that I (fkskkc to Cfatnwcl oh nisy other bufindi 

* than thi<f» th^t I cither fought, or pretended to, 

* my fr\\ iicy with him, nr tlmt I ever .Iptke m 

* hiili *fti:T lhf$ time. I abMutdy dii ^ Can- 

* ccrtfing the (lory of the fidtlk f, r' pofe 
,^* might Ijc the fife of h' bdng in ^^ jamci'j 

/ park, I kskrd an organ louirhct! in n liulc liar 

* ruom of one Air. ifenckfoii^sj I went io, inil 
"/ fotmd a piiv,vc company fif fome five or it 

,■. pcftbjis* They dv'ftrcd mc to take up n Viol^ 

* md b<ar a psirt, I did fo, and that put too> , 

* n^i qitKh advance t») the rcf utitrioii of myeuDtfHI 
*^ Cy ftpd by, v(»ltiu>ut thi )e:irt cjtilotir of dclignHH 
'^ tyrc^^atioiii ia tonie'j Cnimwcl, He foond^t 



to hnhing of hi* attending, I di: I 



pUvmgt mix m I rcnnf?mhtr, fo her hrft n^^^Ai 

hribing 
never fpakc to Thttrloe, bvsc oiict -jje. 



• j^nd that was aUaui my difcharge, Tsor did I 
' ever give bribe, ihtle or greatp in the family/ 
The aboYe dc-clai&tion Sir Koprer wait tihii^ 
t& makCp a« fofne of Hb enemies ivijiCBd ta turn 
thoie eircumllaneev of favour Ite received tmm the 
OUverian government 16 hi» di^idv4iitAga, i|:kd ptt^ 
Viiu bi^ fiiiog in court dltlinflion* 

Sir Roger iiaip-^irsg little pa rental fcirtunr, ad 
being a man rather profufe than oec^ , be 

rfc to wrking ioc bre-ld. A:,.. .^^ it- 
ki up a new«'papet» which wai coo- 
ihe Gatetle vim iirfi let on foot bf 
Wi|IiajiirfMi> under (eanioiy cf Ibie, 
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r which, however, the government allowed Mr. 
^Ctrange a conirdetatiotl. Mr. Wodd informs us» 
at . . ' .hoi- pobfifrcd biipapcr twice! every week 
fJ4 r the tide, of The PabiicyTnulHeence 

bd iNevvs ; the ^ril of whicK came OBtlAb^ft'the 
\^ i66|, iirtd Eh e other September' the i-|d»i. the 
lasy^ar ' Thefa continual till thir ^ odTJa** 
namy ]66c« at which time Mn i.^Eftrafage difift-* 
©4, beqiisfe ia the November before, tl^ewere 
otK^ N ews Papers pifbliihed twice «vcry weeK^ in 
Ul a iheet ia* folio. . Thdfr were calkd The 
QbiE{brdCi«»ette#» and'£ommeticedlih0.'7^ lOf No* 
«^|nber^iUS6$» die kin^.axbd'ao^ea, iwiUiith^ 
audfc facing the|i at oSqdS^*'> Thefe^fiovia Ih^ 
vftilodwer&wqtten by one Henry Miiddcsuuv;)ii.iit 
wlieii the court removed. to London*^' they were 
caUed .the.'Xondou Gazette. Soon after Mr. 
Jpieph Williamfon^ under fecre'tary of State/ prp- 
C9i3cd,|{h(^ wfitinz- of tlieabfor Jhiiufelfi. aiid there- 
|b^ eny>kiyQd'CJ«iiIeaTeirdt;'Ail. A. ^andfteilaiv 
fsfOfpel College ia Oxforii,: whoi hU^Ta- gooil 
canutead oC.bii. pen/ fo dd thafo.€ce under 
£ifa:^ .aiid fo lue. did, though ndt conilantly., till 
a^oati67i ; after which time they were conilantly 
^lEUtten.by under, fecretarics, bolongina; to thpfe 
chat are; priadpal, and do continue h> to thb 

Mr^U^ .•■ :■:■- : ' ■ *■'■■■. 

^M» afctir the) popiib plot, when theTqrin l^e- 
\ 109 gain the afcehdant over the Whtgv, Mc. 
ftfadge became ;a zealous promoter itf the Toory 
iMKcft. He fet up,a paper called « tha>'Obf.*rvalkr, 
I which he defended the court, and endeavoured to 
lyalidate thofe evidences which were eivto by 
hitea's party.againd the Jefuits. He likewife wtote 
•aaaajphliBt, in which he attempts to prove, that Sir 
4mandburv Goafirey*s murther, for which fo alany 
liKered, and fo great a flame was railed in the nation, 
/as really perpetrated by himfelf. . He attempts to 
[lew tliat Sir Edmondfonry was a melaacholy enthu-^ 
O 6 fiaftic 
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ftaftic man » that he was weak in his anderfianding, 
And abfurd in his condu6l. The adivity lie djfcQTcred 
in Oatci^s plot, had railed him to fuch reputation, 
that he was unable to bear it, and therefore the na- 
tural enchuiiafm of hit temper prompted him to 
make himfelf a facrifice, from a view of advandng 
the Proteftant caufe, as he knew his niurtkcr woaM 
be chaived upon the Papifts. 

Mr. L*£ftrange*s reafoning, being only oomec- 
taraly and very improbable, is therefore far mm 
condufive : It is certain that there never waa a more 
intricate affair than this. Wc have read the trials 
of all thole who fuifered for this marther. chiefly 
upon the evidence of one Prance, and one Bcdloe, 
who pretended to have been accomplices s b«t their 
relation is fo inconfiftent ; their charaflers So yttj 
infamous, and their reward for being evidencea fop 
pofed to be fo confiderable, that the moft candid en- 
quirer after truth, can determine nothing pofitively 
concerning it. AH who fuffered for the popifli |1pc^ 
denied their knowledge of it ; the four soca liht 
were cseecuted, as being the perpetrators f^^f^ it 
the iaft in protefting their innocence of it. ^ilAor 
all, the murther of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey ia per* 
haps one of thofe fecrets, which will ever rrwaip 
fo, till the hearts of all men are laid open. 

The fcrviccs, %\ hich Mr. L^Kl!r.inge render^^ 
court, procured him the honour of knighthood (.and 
he fcrved as a member for Winchefter, in tte Ml|« 
Jiamcnt called b^ king James the lid. 1685. n$ 
things taking quite a difierent turn in diat fima($ 
reign, in point of liberty of confcience, to what mot 
people cxpeded, our author's Obfervaton w^p 
dropt, as not being fuitable to the tim«. How 
he continued lioenfer of the prefi *till tk« ^ 
ceffion of the prince of Orange to the tlironvf ^^ 
whofe teign, on account of nii Tory piindflc^ 
and his attachment to his late mafler, he met fHih 
ibmc troubka. He was fuflmd however to defiDod 

10 
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'^t. io pe^ce* though ho bad in a manner 
^f^ifudoril^ndino. . HediedJiteceinber iz» 

^lip]^Bch>.earotUittage^i. <. ■.i>^ • - 
^' pis Obr6fy^^*» wUchMBtake three 
1ir;fo)|iQ», he pybliihed <« greit nnmber of 
Ji^ other works, ■. WiniUnley, in his Livts 
decs, fays, ' That thofe whoihali coniider 
mberand.greatnefs of hi« books, will ad- 
Ve fliould ever write 0» many ; and thofe 
lave read them, confiderine the (kill and 
d .theV arc written in, wiilaomire hk Qkbv^d 
[p v^elL Nor i» hp kfs happyr in vnrib than 
which for eleeance of laDguage, and qoidc* 
f invention, oeftrvedlx ^ntitlcf kim to' the 
ir of a poet.' 

Following are the titles of fome of his works, 
IleQions in Defence of the King. Tolera- 
&ufled. Relapfed Apoftate. : • Apology for 
Ats. Richard.againft Baxter. Tynmnyifeid 

Growth and Rnaverv. Reformed Catholic, 
ra Subj^as. The Cafe Put. -^eafonnble 
kU.^ Anfiver to the Appeal.- 'L*Bftrang^ 
ft } in anfwer.to aLibd, indtled L*£fbange 
, 5ec. with Notes and AnijnadveHions iroon 
rthce, Silver-Smith, com nuiltis aliis. The 
cif ShaiDm^d. Accanat beared. Reforma* 
^(briqndL > Diffimfeen Sajungs, in t«wo Partt; 
ffl Cblk4ge» thsAoteftant joiner; GkiiAr 
iftflcin, in |wk> Fasti.: Farther Dkfeaiwwf la 
t. Difcbvery on DiCcairery. Narnttfve of 
K. ^ekicl and Ephraim. . Appeal to the 
ftd Parliament. Papift in Mafqoerade. An* 

the fecond Charader of a Poptfti Sncceflbr. 
MtioiM upon a Printed Sheet intitled. The 

of ixtfd Ruffei to the Sheriffs : Togethv 
e Paper delivered by him to theni at. die 
f execBtioa» on Joly 1683. 

• - « 

* CtaiilLDiaioaacx^ 

Thefe 
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. T he fc pieces with- many more, were printed rn 
qui-.rto; bcfidtfe which he wrote die following, m. 
The Iliilory of the Plot in I'olio. Cnvedt to the 
C 'tvaiicrs. He traiillatcd int» UngliOi Cicero*f 
Of-icc ; Senera*. Morr. s, J^r.-ifinir-.^ Colloquies ; 
^^?evcclo''. Viiioiis ; lioiia i. Uui't: in Ktcmity ; Five 
I.ovc I.ettLTs fioin n Nun to a Lavulicr ; Jofephus's 
Worlu; flop's Fables. . 

Mr. Gordon, raiithnr of the Independent Wliig, 
and tranflator of I'acitus, hat. vrry freely c:cnfur«d 
J/J'ilr;ny.':. lie bulowi very 'Vedy upon him ihe 
epithet of abnflcjon, an iy^rnorant droll, &c. - ■ He 
th'.'T^^a hi:n with havir.jrno knowledge of the Latin 
tOT.^'Uc; and fays, he is u'lf.t to be read by any 
pC'iVin of v.Ae. Th;;t his llilc is full of technical 
t«rnv., and of phrnfffl picked up in the ftrectf, 
from apprentices and porters. 

fiir Ro^er LT.Hrange trnn/Tattd the third Book df 
Taciv.M, an author ot whom Mr. Gordon imdt M 
entire (ranflatinn. To riife the reputation of Ml 
own performance, he hasabufcd chat of L'Eftrftfe^ 
in terms vrry unfit for a gentleman to afe, fopomg 
the cctifur* had been true. Sir Roger's worlcs it- 
deed are often calculated for the meSneil capicMn, 
and the phraie is confcquetitlf Jow ; 4»uC a nuMVnH 
be greatly under the influence ofiprcjndiot, frfi^Mi 
difcover no );eniut in hii wri'inri ; nor an iniflMli 
acauaintance'wiih the flate of^partieay hiUMilMbi 
and manners. '^f 

Sir Rogrrwas b«it i11-rewardedbvthe'n>riil|'-4br 
having bicn their champif^n ; the latter pwtv^lk 
life was clouc^ed with poverty* and though he da- 
fccnded in peace .to the grave, fne froan |Hrlirfi J 
tiirmo If!, ytt a» he \^ai bowed down with age aid 
difliif , he cannot be faid to have died in confbit 

Hff 
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He had feen much of the world, examined many 
charaAers, experienced the viciilicudes of fortune, 
and was as well inibuAed as any man that ever 
lived, in the important leiTon of human life, viz. 
That all things are vanity. 






Mr. Edmund Smith. 

t 

THIS didiogaiChed poet was fon of an emi- 
nent merchant, one Mr. Neal, by a daughter 
of baron Lechcmcrc *. Some misfortunes of his 
father, which were foon followed by his death, oc- 
cafioned our author's beiag left very young in the 
care of a near relation (one who married Mr. Neal*s 
mother, v/h^ife name was Smith). 

This gentleman treated him with as much tender- 
nefa as if he had been his own child, and placed 
him at Weftoiinfter fchool, under the care of Dr. 
Bo(by. After the death of his generous guardian 
(whofe name in gratitude he thought proper lo 
aflame) he was removed to Chriil's Church in Ox- 
ford, and was there by his aunt handfomely fup- 
portcd till her death ; after which he continued a 
member of that learned fociety, till within five 
• yean< of hi^ own Some time before his leaving 
Chriil- Church, he was fent for by his mother to 

« See the Life and Chara£^r of Mr. Smith, by Mr. Oldif* 
worth, prefixed to hia Phaedra and Hippolitus, edit. 1719. 

Worceacr, 
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in 4>titM ta wipe cfT tbc ^rpedion wliick foltjr ao4 , 
IgfuirattE^e citl upon bi^ birm *, j 

Jn hooowr to Mr. Smith it fhf^uH be remembered, , 
that when be flood a candidfltc for one uf tke lani* | 
vcrriiks, at the Wcl^minftcr ck^ioOi he fo }>eeulK i 
arly tjiilidgujfiicd binifdf by hh coiifph:<o\a's vcr. 
j^fm^ccs, that tbcrc irgfe ca fiuall c^ 
tH ten «bc rcpTcfeRtative ele^ori of T. : 
in Cajnbridgc. »nd ChHil-Chiirc^ 
v^hich of ihvk two il ul^nou? focic--, .: — ^ ^. ..j , 
Mill as their own. Etit the cl^or s of TrmJt)' Col* j 
lege h XV ing the prcfc r«rpce D f chn i cc tliai y r ? ' » J - - 
rcfol^tely w6t*a hhfi i bat bemg ii^vk«d m : 
time t'^ O -''^-Cburcb, Mr. Smith diofe lu -i.,.c|^ 
yf a f: - there* • ; 

He ^ ii.tu .fifOttgh tf*e eTreftifes of the rollege, 

andthetrniverfitv, wkh uRufoaJ applaufe ; aod tfea^ 

he often faflfcredf hn friemls to ca!! ^ — -«"•-- ' ■ 

retirement; yet hli fetam to hi 

math rtve more i^affionatc, aiw! his tdv- ci rmang 

and thinkiiig bemg fo relsentcet, rbr hibit 2*ny 

upcn htni» and the ferics of fisediiiti^m af*d rcflcS^rt 

being kept tip w^ole wcek^ m jetlier; Iw eotillj ^t. 

tcf arrange his ideas, &l. ' 

fcie n ce 1 1 one vre w ^T^'ttbo . 

Some of his ac^siamtaocc, i^h-, 

Ififtingiiifh between the wit und tiic 

htm &c?getheron Aceount of the tVdt >. 

cellencies ; but othert, who were niorc i4* 

mired him as s prodtgy hi bocli* He ha^ ac^uirti 

rtputadon m the fefidcls, bodb t^ » philomfis 

«tid polemic of ottenfire ki>o#lcJge, tad d£ 

|iencrratioD, and went throogk all the eoarfcs nfm 

a proper rcgmrd W tlw diguityi and taspOrtsQce 

^ cart fcfeter* ' 

• t^ fi-fc-i -if.-. -*> - - ..■ - r 

• OMiAiCflii obi hf¥u 

Uf. 
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Mr. Smith had a long and pcrfedl intimacy with 
M the Greek and Lacin Clamcs ; with whom he 
had iiwittftriouf y compared whatever was worth pe- 
ruing in the Prench, Spanifli, and Italian, and all 
tl^e celebrated writers in his own country. He con- 
fidered tlie antients and moderns, not as parties, or 
riv^ils for fame, but as archtte61s upon one and the 
fame plan, the Art of Poetry. If he did not always 
co^imend the compofitions of others,it proceeded not 
from ill-nature (for that was foreign to his temper) 
but a Arid regard to juHicc would not fuffcr him to 
CffU A few flowers elegantly adorned, without much 
^rc« and lets genius, by (o diltinguilhcd a name at 
poetry. He was of Ben Johnfoa^i opinion, who 
-^oold 4MC admirCj 

^-^••VerlcSy ai fmooth and foft ai cream. 
In which their was neither depth nor ftrcam.' 

BAr. Smith*! Bodleian Oration, printed with his 
odier works, though uken from a remote and im« 
peifeA copy, has (hewn the world, how great a 
mafter he was of Ciceronian Eloquence. Since 
Tenaple and Rofcommon (fays Mr. Oldifworth) 

* No man underftood Horace better, efpecially as 
« to hit happy didion, rolling numbers, beautiful 
' imagery, and alternate mixture of the foft and 

* fnbliBie. His fnend Mr. Philips's Ode to Mr. 
' St. fohn, after the manner of Horace*s Lufory, 

* or Amatorian Odes, is certainly a maller-piecc : 

* But Mr. Smith's Pocockius is of the fublimcr 
' kind ; though like Waller's writings upon Crom- 
' well, it- wants not the moA delicate and furprizing 
' turns, peculiar to the perfon praifcd.' 

He was an excellent judge of humanity, and fo 
good a hiftorian, that in familiar converfation, he 
would uik over the mofl memorable fadls in anti. 

quity i 
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V. ... .1 ... it^^ 

e oil ait» m&d \l l^oi tlua ^c- 

ii^v. ^-, urujr-i J, II Mr *^- -a ant f^rifice 

tfuili to Jbc capmcjt r. Ltc4 irjcwa of i 



Otr «qt]im"i PoOTT, cr'r.M,:rp :h.^ .i.Ti'h or Mr, 
HittpSp if fsH 0f the coti: L J ti-:-. :r.u pl)^ i 

jell tribarc [i» tKc vencfablr aihcs 0/ criAt grctr mnii 
Mr. Soiitli hid cQairaded for Mr* Fhilip die mM 
pcffcft frkndlhip, s ^oiEQii of which ht wm% verj 
fai'c pttbie^ and whok kwi he cefilM)^ei4'» ikcrcd 

la the yar 1 jay Mr .SmiiA'aTra|iai^ C^Jftd ?h^' 
dr3( and Hippoikkis wa^ .1 £^ cd ^ ir b.c Theatre- Roy iJ^ 
Ihh pl^y was iiitro«iisccd tipon the lla^> &t s (loie 
when the leaH^n Oprra fo much cdgTO^ai i^^ ^^ 
Uutioa Qf the polite world, tliaifeaic vna facri&otd 
to fourJ. It W33 didV'^ 3jui de^m^i ^ fttttx- 

I ; , expcnce ; a ml, i aim j mbly jHif foraf J 

ik, paru, by B^ncTton. Booth » Bany« ici 

OHie;<i ^ Yet U broy ght bu : frwr , anii Heaii c 

^m&u To r&y truth > 't^^ai alj^cPcerni 

aa <rJc^*Ofdinacj' Play'* Notwithilaiidiix-i: 

mcxit ofthm piece* a^d iijc<OiiDlfii4iiCf- 

ffmm t>if^ motl iagmicuif jscb of cJ^e age, yet it Is^ 
^HlChM nn the iUg«. ami !«:» foQuDeile^&id, Mr. 
: oce tiic Prologu«A . b vHiich ht raUlei.lh^ 
v., „,..:„ .•*;4;orEhepwb!ic, iii prcfcfring chc urudaal 
eiiterttiotDcnitff *aJlO|M:Taf to lltcgtixiiiQC kntt ai 
t BfitUli PoeL 
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The P R O L O G U E. 

Long has a race of Heroes fill'd the flage. 

That rant by note, and thro' the gamut rage j 

In fongs, and airs, exprefs their martial fir/, 

CombElc in trills, and in a feuge expire ; 

While luird by found, and undillurh'd by wit. 

Calm and ferene, yoa indolently lit ; 

And from the dull fatigue of thinking free. 

Hear the facetious fiddle's rapartee 5 

Our home- (pun authors mufl lorfake the fi^ld. 

And Shakeipear to the foft Scarlatti yield. 

To your new tafte, the poet of this day. 

Was by a friend advisM to form his play ; 

Had Valentini mufically coy, 

Shan*d Phaedra's arms, and fcomM the proflffer'd 

joy. 

It had not mov'd your won'Jer to have feeo. 
An Eunuch fly from an enamour'd queen. 
How' would it pleafe, (hoold Ihe in Kn^ifh 

fpeak, 
And could Hippolitus reply in Greek ? 

'W'e have been induced to tranfcribe thefe lines of 
Mr. AddJfon, in order to have the picafure of pro- 
, duicing fo ereat an authority in favour of the Englifh 
'drama, when placed in contradiftinflion to an en- 
^tertainment, exhibited by Eunuchs and Fidlers, i<i 
a language, of which the greateft part of the audi- 
ence are ignorant ; and from the nature of which 
no moral inftru£tion can be drawn. 

The chief excellence of this play certainly cort- 
fifl4 in the beauty and harmony of the verdfication. 
' The language is luxuriantly poetical. The paflion 
of Fhxdra for her hulband's fon has been confider- 
ed by fome critics as too unnatural to be (hewn on 
the ftage ; and they have obferved that the poet 
would'havc written more fuccefsfully if he had con- 
verted 
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verted the fon into a brother. Poetical juAice i^ 
carefully dlllributed 3 Phsedra and Lycon are juftly 
made the fafKerers, while Hippolitus and limena 
cfcape the vengeance of Thefcus. The play is not 
deftitute of the pathetic, tho' much more regard is 
paid to the parity ar.d elegance of the langaage, 
than a poet more acquainted with the workings of 
the heart would have done. We fhall give aa 
example to illuRrate this obfervaticn. When 
Thcfeas reproaches Hippolitus for hit love toTfmena, 
and at the fame time dooms him as the vi£Um 
of his revenge and jealoufy, he ufes thefe words^ 

Canft thon be only cleared by difebcdiencc. 
And juftified by crimes ? — What \ love my foe ! 
Love one defcended from a race of t)'rants, 
Whofe blood yet reeks on my avenging fword f . 
Tm curft each moment I delay thy tate : 
Hafte to the (hades^ and tell the b»ppy Pallas^ 
Ifmena^s flames, and let him tafte fucA joys 
As thou giv'*A me ; go tell applaudingnlinos. 
The pious love you bore his daughter rhadra ; 
Tell It the chattVing ghofls, and oiffing furies^ 
Tell it the grinning fiends, till Hell found nothmg 
To thy pleasM ears, bat Phaedra and IfiEoeiuu . 

We- cannot fnppofe that' a man wronght m tq 
fury, by the flame of lealonfy, and a fenfe of a* 
fronted dignity, could be fo partictdar in gtrins hif 
fon diredlions how to behave in hell, and to whom 
he fliould relate the ftory of his fate. When any 
pafllon violently overwhelms the foul, the peribn 
who feels it, always fpeaks fententionfly, avbiifs. 
repetitions, and is not capable of much rea^edi^n^" 
nt lead of making a minnte detail of circumftanccs. 
In how few words, and with greater force wovU. 
Shakcfpe&r have conducted this fpeech of Thefens. 
An example will prove it : when Othello i^ infortau 
cd that Caflio is flain, he replied, '* ' ' '• 

Had 
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Ifad aflliii hun b€co Ihres, 
; ; My great revenge had ftpmach for them alU 

Wt^Kabdn is made acquainted with the ruin '«! 
H^nnitas, jOie poet makes her utter the h>\\ovriti& 
beii^fiUl fjHJpech, which, howerer, is liah!c to the 
£une pine^ion as the former, fcfr it feems rather tf 
kU&ii aeclsunat^oa, than an expreffion of the mM 
-ifj^mpiBg throes ihe is then fuppofed to experienti; ' 

Wliat*s Fife? Oh all ye Godsf caft life attone 
For all the monftrous crimes by which 'tis bought f 
Or can I live ? when thou, O Soul of honour! 
O early hero ! by my crimes art min*d. 
Perhaps even now, the great unhajypy yoath, 
Palb by the fordid hands of butchering villainvi '•' 
fto^f now hebleeds, he dies^— O perjur'd tniMr f 
See his rich blood in purple torrenu flows* 
And nature fidlies in unbidden groans i 
Now mortal pangs diftort his lovely form. 
His rofybeaudes fade, his ftarry eyes 
Now darkling fwim, and fix their dofing beani»i 
Now in Oiort crafps his lab'rinv ffjix it heaves, 
Alid weaklv flutters on his faffring tonmie, . ' 
And Regies into found. Hear, monuer heai^ 
Widi hislaft breath, he corfes pnnurid Phcdta:'^'' 
Re Ihmafbns Phaedra to the bar of Minos ; :■•>"-' 
Tkoa too (halt there appear; totortore thee 
'^^%Dtt Hen (hall be employ 'd, and fnlTring Pluedrft 
Sbffl find fome care to fee thee (till more wretched. 

No man had a jufter notion of the diflicolty of 
ooiiit>o£ng, than Mr, Smith, and he fometimes 
would create greater difficulties than he had rea- 
fon to apprehend. Mr. Smith had, indeed, fome 
defcifts in his condnA, which thofe are more apt 
to remember, who ooold imiute him in nothing 
eUe, Amongft the McmMhei of an innocent kind, 

which 
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whicb attended Mr. Soiith, was. his exitrcme care- 
Icirncis in the particular . of drci'si this oddity pro- 
cured him the name of Capiain J^ajgg. Hlk per- 
fou was fo well formed, and Jhe pofleikd fo aiuch 
natural graccfulncfs, cliat notwitn (landing the dit- 
advantago of his appearance, he was caileds by 
the Ladies, the Ilandfcme Sloven. [ 

It is to be wondered at ^fays Mr. Oldifworth]^ 
that a man inder poverty, calamities, and diA 
nppointniertr, could make fo many fiiends, and 
thofe i'o truly valuable. He had, indeed, a not^Ie 
idea of the paiTion of friendftiip, in the fucocfs of 
v.hich, confiiled tlie grcr.tcll, if not the only .hap* 
pinefs of his Life. He wa:> fcrene and chea^/ul 
under the difpenfations of providence; he avoided 
hiving any dealings with mankind in whichi he^ 
could not be jull, and tlierciore refufed to eg}^ 
brace fome opportunities of amending his fortime. 

Upon Mr Smith's coming to town, no nan was 
more furrounded by all thofe who really had, or 
pretended to wit, or more courted by the • great 
men, wbo had then a power and opportunity of 
encouraging arts and iciences. Mr, Smithes cha« 
ra^er grew upon ' his friends by intimacy, and ex- 
ceeded the Ilrcngeft prepoffeiiions which had heen 
conceived in his favour. A few )ears before his 
death, Mr. Smith engaged in fome confideraUe 
Undertaking,:*; in all whicti he raifcd expedi^tions in 
the \\orld, uhich he lived not to gratify. Mr. Oldaf- 
worth obfcrves, that he had feen about ten iheets 
of Findar tranflatcd into Englilh, which, he fays, 
exceeded any thing of that kind, he cpuJd ever 
hnpc for in our language. He had draiwn out a 
plan for a tragedy of Lady June Grey» and.jhad 
written fcvcral fcenes of it : a fubjecl ^er- 
wurds nobly executed by Mr. Rowc. . His grcat- 
i([ undertaking was Longinus, which he eyecntcd 
in a very maftcrly manner. He propofcil a larp 
addition to this work, of notes and obfervations 

of 
3 
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of Mt"bwiiJ' i»ith an intire- fyftem of the firfof 
pbdttyiff'dkree bookf, under the titk of Thonghts; 
^ftioii,' • and Figure; in this work he'jpro^ed 
tor'Tefom the'art of Rhct;.ric, by reducing that 
cMivftd • heap of Terms, with which a 'lon^ Arc- 
ceffioiT' of Pedants had incumbered the'warld, to 
a Tery narrow compafs; comprehending all that 
l^as ufefbl and ornamental in poetry under eacH 
head, and chapter. He intended to make retna^ks 
apbn all the ancients and moderns, the dredk, 
LatiOy Englifh. French, Spanifli, and Italiatn ptf 
ctt, «nd to anamadverc upon their feireral beautiV 
siiddc^e&. 

Mr. Smith died* in the year 1710, in Aie /(.iS 
of hit age, at the feat of George Diicket efq'; 
ddled Hartham, in Wiltfiiire ; and was buried in 
tha parifh church there. We (hall give the Aia-' 
rafter of this celebrated poet in the words bf lArl 
(Mdirworth:<^ ^ He had a qnicknefs of aj>prehen- 
** fioD and vivacity of underftanding, whiCn eaiily 
** took in, and furmounted, the moll knotty parti 
** of methematics and metaphpriics. 'His wit was" 
** prompt and flowing, yet iohd and piercing; his 
** tafte delicate, his head clear, and'kxs manner of 
*f cxpre£5ng his thoughts perfpicuoas, and en- 
***pMnf; an eager, but generous, emulation 
** gr^ op in himi which pufli'd him upon ftrivin«r 
" to excel in every art and fcience, that could' 
'* ■tamke hint a credit to his college : and it was 
** lut' happinefi to have fevcral cotemporaries, 
" and fellow ftudents, who exercifed and excited* 
**■ this virtue in themfelves and others: his judg- 
** ment naturally good, foon ripened into an ex- 
** qoifite finenefs, and diflineuifhin^ fagacity, 
" which as it was a£Uve and buly, fo it was vigo- 
** rous and manly, keeping even pace with a 
** rich and ftrong imagination, always on the 
" wing, and never tired with afpiring ; there are 
*l many of his firfl eflays in oratory, in epigram, 

** cicgy 
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fhdr new King dircorered to his coimtryism. 
The popular di icon tent rofr to fucb i bei|ht}i. 
ihit King William was obI?%c(} to diOnifi hi& jJuccli 
giafdi, and fhou?^ polfeSon of the 

crown of EngbflC to him a. crou :i 

0f tb<>riii, unM he u ccfol mcj 

bif ri^Jil tl;iCion, th; heaA w^ 

foncd with an uDcd/ diadon. Dc Foe, *bo feeing 
to liave kul a very true Qock>Q of civil libtrtx, 
cwm;^ the CBcmici of ihe new government, 
and TevclM liie fofce of U^ fatire ag^ifijj tbolc^ 
wlio valued ihemfetves for h^lng nat-bori^ E^iili> 
mm, Heeirpdies the f^lUcir nf tha^i piepciiicEikn, bjr 
laying op«si th« fottrcvt from wHaic« tic Enj^li 
ha.vt fining. * Normani^ SaxoiM^ »nd I>afiet> 

* fayi ne, were oar foref^tflicrs % w^ arr a mixed 

* peofik I We faav<^ no genu me origm i t»d why 
' ih&wld notoisf ncighbotj/^ he «i good ai ^^ id 

* denvc from ? and 1 muft 4dd •, tt- • ' - ;* *ac bcea 

* an unnuxed nAtian^ 1 aicof Cip:: .id bcfm 

* to ©yr difadvaniBge; fof lO j-o ny Jojtncr^ wc 

* have three tiarioufi aboot ui ccir fram mixtuft 

* ©f blood, as *fly in the worli^ and I kn6w 
' whkh of them we coqW i^ifii oyrfelvri 10 j 

* like I I mean the Scotch, Wclfh, and Jn% 

* if J were to vnltrnz rev^rfe to the fiiiirei 1 W^ 

* examine all the nadotii ot Europe* »f»d ;tr 

* that ilicf^^ nMbm whkh Mtc tie moll mixcvit a^ 

* the bcfl, andiiave lesll of b^rbarirm and ht\kU 

* Hty amongli them/ Mr, Dc ic*c bc^ifii ku (a- 
tire with the following ljn«, 

Wherever God crc0a a houfc of pr^y V. 

The devil always builds a dmpd there ; 
d 'twill he found upoa e^famlnatfop* 
2 Uttcf has tiic Urged congtegation. 

• fic« P^i€« to rlie Tmc I^pth In^lIiBjiiaii- 

Aft^J 
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After paffing a gcncnil ccnfurc on the furround- 
inj; nations, l^^l/* (.icnii:iny, Fraivcc. ^c. he then 
takes a view of J'.n^land, which he* charges with 
the bUck crime of ingracicudc. He enumerates 
ti\e feveral nationn from whence we are derived* 
Uaulsj Saxons, Danes, Jriih, Scots, i'^c. and fays. 

From this amphibious illborn mob began 
TJ^i *vatH ill tMturJ f^ivSf an ICnglilhmaju 

This fatire, written in a rouah unpoli(hed 
manner, without art, or regular plany contains 
feme very bold and mafculine Urokes again ll the 
ridiculous vanity of valuing ourfelves u|>on defcent 
.md pedigree. In the concTufion he has the follow- 
ing Itrongi and we fear too jull, obfervation. 

Could but our anceflors retrieve their fate, 
And fee their ofTspring thus degenerate { 
How we contend for birth, and names unknown. 
And build on their ]ia(l anions, not our own i 
IMiey^d cancel records, and their tombs deface. 
And openly difown the vile degenerate race : 
For fame of families is all a cheat, 
*Tis perPnal virtue only makes us great. 

The next fatire of any confequence which De 
Foe wrote, was em i tied Reformation of Manners, 
in which fome private chandlers arc fcvcrely at- 
tacked. It is chiefly aimed at fome pcrlont, who 
being veiled with authority to fiipprefs vice, ycC 
rendered themfelvcs a difgrace to their country, en- 
couraging wickednefs by that very authority they 
have to iupprefs it. 

Poetry was far from being the talent of Dc Foe. 

He wrote with more perfpicuity and ilrcngth in 

profc. and he fecms to have undcrttood, as well 

r » as 
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a.<i any man, the civil conftitution of the kingdom^ 
which iiiclccd wab his chief Audy. 

In the tiril volume of his works there is a profe 
cflay, which he entitles The Original Power ot the 
Cullc^livc liody of the Fcople of £ngland. Exa- 
mined and Aderced ; this wa^ intended to rtfute a 
very ridiculous opinion, which politicians, more 
zealoub than wile, had indullrioufly propagated, viz. 

* That the reprcfLntatives of the people, i. e. the 
' I loiife of Commons had a right to ena^l what- 

* ever laws, and en:cr into whatever meafurea they 
' pleaie, without any dependence on, or even con- 

* fiilting the opinion of, their conllituents j and 

* that the colle^ivt body of the people have no 
' ri2;Jit to call them to an account, or to take a- 

* ny cognizance of their conduct.* In anfwer to 
which Mr. J e loe very fenfibly oblerves, ' that it 

* is pofiible for even a Hcufe ot Commons to be in 
' the wiong. They may be miPed by fa^Uons and 

* parties, and it is as ridiculous to i'uppol'c them in- 
' fallible, as to fuppofe the Pope oi Rome, or the 
' Fopidi conclave infallible, which have more than 
' once determined againll one another. It is poffible 

* (fays he) for them to be bribv:d by penfions and 
' places, and by either of thofe extremes to betray 
' their ti'uA, and abufe the people whoentruft them ; 

* and f the people Ihould have no redrefs in fuch 

* a cafe, then woi.Id the nation be in hazard of 
' being ruined by their own reprefcntatives. And 

* it is a wonder to fmd it ailcrtcd in a certain 

* treatife, T/'«/ // is not to ien.ppo/tJ^ that c*ver ilg 

* Ihitfi of CommoKi can ivjure the pcopU njuho tKtrmft 

* iht'M, Inhere can be no better way to demon- 

* ilrate the poillbility of a thing, than by proving 
' that it has been all eady ; and we need go no 

* further back than to the reign of King Charles 

* II. in which wc have feen liils of 180 mem- 
' bers, who received private penfions from the 

* court; 
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' court ; and if any body (hnuM afk whether thnt 
' parliament prcfirvi^d the ballancc of power in 
' the three branches of our conflitucion, in tlie du« 
' dillribution fonic h.ive mentioned } I am not a- 
' fraid to anfwcr in the negativ.*. And why, evc(i 
' to this day, are gentlemen fo fond of fpending 
' their clbtes to fit in the Houfe, that ten thou- 

* fand pounds have been fpent at a time to be cho- 

* fcn^ and now chat way of procuring cWUons i.i 

* at an end, private briberie.i, and clandeftine con- 
' trivanceB are made ufe of to get into the Ifoufe f 

* No man would ^',ive a groat to fit, where he can- 
' not get a groat himfclf for fitcine, unlefn there 

* were either parties to gratify, profit! to be madct 
' or intcreit to fupport. In this cafe it it plain a 
' people may be ruined by their rrpreientativcit, 
' and the Aril law of nature, felf-nrefervation, 

* give the people a right to refent public encroach- 
' jnents upon their Taluable libertiei.* 

In the fame volume it a traA entitled The 
Shorted Way with the DiiTcntert, which contained 
reflexions againft fonie ecclefiaftics in power, for 
breathing too much a fpiritof perfecution. He be- 
came obnoxious to the miniitry on this account, 
and wai obliged to juilify himfelf by writing an 
explanation of it. Mr. Dc Foe in his preface to the 
fecond volume of his works, collected by Inrnfclf* 
takei occafion to mention the fcvere hardilupfl he 
laboiirvd under, occalloncd by thofc Printers, mor«: 
indufltioufl than himielf. who make n piadico of 
pirating every wok aLt',ndrd with fucccis. As an 
indatici: of tliis kind of oppiedioii, he mentions 
the Triiti Horn ICngliilnnan, by which, had he en- 
joyed the full prolit of \m own lahoiirs, he mull 
have j;.iincd near a ihonrnnd pounds ; for bcfidrs 
nine I'litions which pad'ed under his own infpec- 
tion, ihii poem was twelve times pirated : but the 
ini'olcnce of thofe fraudulent dealers did not Uop 
1* 3 here. 
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here. A Printer of a bad reputation ooUc^led a 
fpurious and erroneous copy of feveral pieces of 
De Foe» and entitled them The Works of the Aa^ 
thor of the True Born Engliihxnan ; and though 
Ke was then embroiled v^ith the government for 
one of the pamphlets which this collection con- 
tained, yet had this man the impudence to |Mrint 
amongd them the fame pamphlets, prefuming fo 
far upon the partialit;/ of the public refentment. 
that he ihould pafs with impunity for pHblifliing 
tliat very thing for which the autlior was to be pro- 
fecuted with the utmoft fe verity. This, however, 
was an irrefillible tellimony, that the refentment 
ihewn to the author was on fome other, and Icfs 
jufliHable account, than the publication of that 
book ; fo was it a fevere fatirc on the anwarinels 
of the miniltry, who had not eyes to difcern their 
juilicc plainly expofed, and their general proceed- 
ings bantered by a Printer, for publifiiing in de- 
fiance of them that fame book for which another 
man flood arraigned. 

Mr. De Foe, who pofTefTed a refolute temper, and 
a moil confirmed fortitude of mind, was never 
awed by the threats of power, nor deterred from 
rpcaking truth by the infolence of the great. 
Wherever he found vice he laQied it, and frequent- 
ly, as Pope fays, he 

Dafh*d the proud gam*Aer from his gilded car, 
Bar'd the nieau brcall that lurk*d beneath a (lar. 

For foir.e vigorous attacks ngaind the meafures of 
a prevailing party, wliich Mr. De Foe reckoned 
unconftitutional andunjuil, he was profecutcd, and 
reci-ivcd fcntence to Aand on the pillory ; which 
punifhment he underwent. 

At the vcr>- time he was in the hands of the mi- 
nilh'v, to fhcw the invincible force of his mind» 

he 
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he wroto A Hymn to the Pillory, as a kind of de- 
fiance of their power. * The reader (fays he) ♦ ia.*^ 

< defired to obferve this poem was the author's 

* declaration, even when in the cruel hands of a 

* mercilefs, as well as anjuft minilVry; that the 

' treatment he had from them was unjud, exor^ ' 
' bitant, and confequently illegal.* As the mini- 
ftiy did not think proper to profecute - him for 
this fir^fh infult againft them, that forbearance was 
cooftrued 'a confellion of guilt in their former prtv- 
ceedings. 

Jn (fhe fecood volume of otir author*s works, is 
a piece entitled More Reformation, a fatirc upon 
him£elf. We have already taken notice of a fa- 
tife of Kis called Reformation of Manners, in which 
fome perfonat characters are ftigmatized, which 
drew mudh odiam on Mr. De Foe. This (atire 
called- More Reformation, is a kind of fupplement 
tcrtMs fbVmer. ' In the preface he complains of the 
fevere ufaee he had met with, but, fays he, * that 

< the world may 4ifceifn diait I am not one of thofb 

* who praC^ife what they reprove, I began this 

* ifatire with owning in myfelf thofe fins and mis- ' 

* fortunes which I am no more exempted from» 

* than other men ; and as I am far from pretend- 

* ing to be free from human frailties, but forward- 

< er to confefs any of the errors of my life, than 

* any mancaabe to accufe me; I think myfelf 
' in a better way to reformation, than thofe who 

* excuic their own faults bv reckoning up mine. 

* Some that have heard me complain of this 

* hard ufage, have told me, there is fomcthing of 

* a retaliation of providence in it, for my dc- 

* ing fo very free with the cKaraflcrs of other 

* men in a late fatire called The Reformation of 

• Sec Preface to vol. ii. 

P 4 • Man^ 
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' Manners. To this I aiifwcr, firft, in that fatlrc, 

* or any other I ever wrote, I have always care- 

* fully avoided lailiing any man*s private infirmi- 

* ties, as being too fenfible of my own, but if I 

* have fingled out any man by character, it htfs 

* either been fuch, as intending to reform others, 
' and execute the laws agairft vice, have been the 

* greatcil examples, and encoaragers of it iii their 
' own pradice ; or fuch as have been entrufted 

* with the executive power of juftice, and having 

* been called upon by the laws to reform us, hkve 

* been a public reproach to the magiftracy of this 

* nation, and ought* to be punifhed by the Iaw» 
' they have been proteded by. 

' Secondly, I have never made any man's dlf- 

* ailcrs^ or misfortunes, the fubjcdl of my fatire. 
' I never reproached any man for having his houfe 
' burnt, (hips caft away, or his family ruined. I 
' ne\'er lampooned a man becaufe he could not 
' pay his debts, or for his being a cuiclfold. 

*- Thirdly, I never reproached any mahr^r h\$ 

* opinion in religion, or ellcemed him the WHNrfe 
' for differing in judgment from me. 

* If therefore the fcandalous treatment I have re- 

* ccivcd is juft on mt:, for abufing others, I mull 

* afk fuch, who is the man ? Where is the cha- 

* rafter I have given that is not juft ? and where is 

* the retaliation of" providence, that thefe ,nieh en- 

* title thcmfelves to in loading me with falfities 
< ^nd lies, as a juft punilhment for my fpeaking 

* truth. 

' But p-x on him, faid a certain fober gentle- 
' man, he is a Whig, and what need he have med« 

* died with his own party, could not he have left 

* them out, there were charaders enough on the 
« other fide ? 

• Why 



s 
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* Why really I mud own, I know no ^Yhig or 
' Tbry in vice ; the vicious and the virtuous are 

• the onlv two parties I have to do with ; if a vi- 

• cious, lewd, debauched magidiatc happened to 

• be a Whig, what then ? let him menu nis man- 

• ncrs and he may be a " hig ftill, and if not, the 

• reft onp,ht to be afliamcd of him.' 

We have been induced to make this extract, as 
it fccms to flicw tlic jrf'.ius and Tpirit of tiie author 
in a moic .ulvantajicous light, than we could have 
othcrwifc done. 'J hoi.gh he was a rcfolute aifcrt- 
cr of Whit; 1 lincipU's, and a champion for the 
caufe of lil)crty. yet wa-? he never Winded by par- 
ty prejudice, but could difccrn defiening, and felf^ 
ifh men, and ftiipthem of their difj^uifes, though 
joined with him in the fame political contefls. 

Ill the conclufion of the Hymn to the Pillory* 
which is written with great ilrcngth of exprcflion, he 
alTigns the rcafons for his being doomed to that 
Ignominy. 

Thnu Ifuphcar of the law it.md up and fpcak,, 

Thy long mifcnnrtruM filence bre.ik, 
Tell us, who 'lis upon thy ridge Hands there. 

So full of fault, and yet fo void of fear j 

And from the pnper in his hat, 

Let all mankind be told for what. 

Tell them it was bccaufe he was too boM, 

And told thofe truths which fhould not ha* been 

tol#. 
Rxtol fhc juHice of the land 
Who punifh what they will not underftand i 
7 ell them that he (lands there 
For fpcaking what we would not hear; 
And yet he might ha' been fecure, 
Hiid be faid leis, or would he ha' faid more. 
Tell them that it was his reward. 
And worfc is yet for him prepnr'd, 
P 5 Becaufe 
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fiecau(e his foolifh virtue was (b nice- . 
As not to fell his friends, according to his frii 

adv 

And thus he*s an example made. 
To make men of their honefty afraid. 
That from the time to come they may 
More vkillingly their friends bemy. 
Tell them the miniilers that placed Uun ben 
Are fcandal to the times. 
Are at a lofs to find his guilt. 
And can't commit his crimes. 

^ There are in the fame volume many other j 
tical pieces, and political, and polemical tra^, 
greateil part of v^hich are written with g 
force of thought, though in an unpoliflied irrc 
lar ftile. The natural abilities of the author 
he was no fcholar) Teem to have been very hi 
He had a great knowledge of men and thii 
particularly what related to the government, 
trade of thefe kin^'foms. He wrote manj p 
phlets on both, which were generally well xeo 
ed, though his name was never prefixed. 
imsginati()i\ was fertile, ftrong, and fively, as i 
be coliefted from his many works of fancy, j 
ticulary his Robinfon Crufoe, which was wn 
in fo natural a n-.anner, and with fb nuny pre 
ble incidents, that, for {jome time after its pa 
cation, it was judged by mod people to be a 
ilory. It wr.s indeed written upon a model 
tirely new, and the fuccefs ana eflecm it 
with, may be afcertaincd by the manv edit 
it has fold, and the fums of money which i 
been gained by it. Nor was he lefs remark] 
in his writings of a ferious and religious ti 
witncfs his Religious Courtfliip, and his Fac 
Inllrudlor; both of which ftron^ly inculcate 
worlhip of God, the relative duties of huibai 

wi 
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parentty and children, not in a dry doftma- 
mer^ but in a kind of dramatic way, wnicK 

cnrioftty, keeps the attention awalce, and 
smely interefting, and pathetic, 
have already feeny that in his political capa* 
s was a declared enemy to popery^ ana a 
efender of revolution principlei. He waa 
1 much elleem by many great men, and 
k he never enjoyed any regular poft under 
»vernment, yet he was frequently employed 
tevs of tnift and confidence, particularly in- 
lid, where he feveral timei was fent on af- 
»f great importance, efpecially thofe relative 

anion of the kingdoms, of which he was. 

the negotiators. 

I impomble to arrive at the knowledge of 
he tradls and pamphlets which were writ- 

tkis laborious man, as his name is not pre- 
and manv of them bein^ temporary, have 
rd like all other produftions of that kind, 
the fubjeAs upon which they were written are 
. His principal performances, perhaps, are 

Man of Commerce, aaeftecmed Work, in one 

vol. Svo. of which a new editkm was lately 

hed. ' 

moirs of the Plague, published in 1665. 

li^ious Court(hip. 

nily Inftrudor. Two. Volumes. 

lory of Apparitions (under the name of More'* 

binfon Crufec. Two Volumes. 

Itical Hiftory of the Devil. 

(lory of Magic. 

Icdonia, a Poem in praife of Scotland. 

Jure Divino, a Poem. 

gliOi Tradcfman, Uc. 

(Tory pf Colonel Jack. 

reLina'p Mcnoirf, kc are airg (ki4 to bs hlfi ■ 

i' 6 Con(U 
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Confidered as a poct» Daniel De Fot is not i 
eminent, as in a poliiical light : he has taken n 
pains in verfiHcation ; his ideas are xnafculine, h 
exprefllons coari'e, and his numbers generally rougl 
He feems rather to have ftudied to fpeak trutl 
by probing wounds to the bottom, than, by enr 
belliOiing Jiis verfification, to give it a more el( 
ganc kcennefs. This, however, feems to hav 
proceeded more from careleflhefs in that partici 
iar, than want of ability : for the following line 
in his True fiorn Englifhman, in which he make 
Britannia rehearfe the praiies of her hero. Kin 
William, are harmonioufly beautiful, and clegam 
ly polifhcd. 

BRITANNIA. 

The fame of virtue 'tis for which I found. 
And heroes with immrrtal triumphs crown'd. 
Faftic built on folid virtue fwifcer flies, 
Tlian morning Jight can fpread my eaftem Ikits 
ThQ gathering air returns the doubling foond. 
And long repeating thunders force it round : 
J'.cchocs return from caverns of the deep ;. 
Old Chaos dreamt on't in eternal fleep, 
Time helps it forward to its lateft urn. 
From whence it never, never (hall return ; 
Nothing is heard fo far, or lafts fo long i 
'T\$ heard by evVy cut, and ^ke by evV 
tongue. 

My hero, with the failsof honour forrd, 
Rifes like the great g;:nius of the world. 
By fa-c, and fame, wifely prepared to be 
The foul of war, and life of vidory. 
He fpreads the win^s of virtue on the tbrone» 
And every wind .tf glory fans them on. 
Jnimortal trophies dww-!l upon hit brow, 
FrcUi as the garlands he has won bat how. 

Wha 
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What provocation De Foe had given to 
Pope we cannot determine, but he has not efcapcd 
the lafh of that gtntlcmin's j:cn. Mr. Pope in 
his fecond book of his Duciad thus fpcalcs of him ; 

Earlcfi on high flood unabafird De Foe, 
And Tutchin ilagrant from the fcour^e Iil-Iow. 

It may be remarked that he has joined hi:n with 
Tutchin, a man, whom ju<'jic ici:iics had or- 
dered to be io inhumanly wiiiyi tiiro'ig'i the 
market to^vns, th.ir, as we ^'avc aJjcady obferved, 
he pctitionc.l t!ic Kir.j/ i.» I).- h.Hii;H;d. 'Ihii fcvc- 
rit/ loured hi;, urv.p.r, ai;J alf.r the depofuion 
and d'-atb of K:i»j; J-rnvr., he indulged his rc- 
fcntmcnt in irJ'a't.j.ji^ hi;, iiu:iuory. 'J'Jiii may be 
the re.fon why Pope has ftij^miitix.cJ hiui, and 
pcihnpi. iio better a one can be given for his attack, 
in;; I)e Foe, whom lir; author of the Notcb to the 
Dunciad owns to have Lcen a man of parts. Jjc 
Foe can never, with my propriety, be ranked a- 
monj;ll the dunc<-s ; Jor whoever reads his v/oihs 
with candour and impartiality, muft be convinced 
that lie v^an a ma of the llrongell natural powers, a 
liv'ly i:na;;in::tion, and foiid judgment, which, joii.ed 
wiiii an uiiiliaken probity in his moral conduct, and 
an invincible integrity in his political fphcre, ought 
not only co (creen him from the petulant attacks of 
fatire, bui. tranfmit his name with fome degree of 
apj/laufe to pollerity. 

De Joe, who enjoyed always a competence, and 
wa'. fel'l</m riil)jeH to tlie neceliitiej of the poets^ 
died at lis iDtile at lllington, in the year 1731. 
He left behind Jiini one Ton and one daughter. 
The Ijtter is married to Mr. Henry biaiicr, a 
gentlcnum well known in the philofophical world. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Elizabeth Rowe. 

THIS lady was born at Ilchcfter in So- 
merfetihire SepCember 11, 1674, ' being 
the eldefl of three daughters of Mr. Walter 
Singer, a gentleman of good famihr, and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Portnel, both perfons of great worth 
and piety. Her father was not ft native of 
Uchefter, nor an inhabitant, before his imprifon- 
nient there for non-conformity in the reign .of 
King Charles II. Mrs. Ponnel, from a principle 
of tendemefs, vifited thofe who fiifiered on ml 
account, and by this accident an acquaintance. 
commenced, which terminated in the nuptial ani- 
on. They who were acquainted with the lad^, who- 
is the fubje£t of this article, in her earlv years, 
perhaps obferved an uncommon difjplay or geniiia 
as prophetic of that bright day wkich afterwardi 
enfued. 

There is fo great a fimiKtude between painting 
and poetry, that it is no ways furprifing, a per* 
fon, who-poflefled the latter of thefe graces in fa 
high a degree, fhould very eafily difcover.an in. 
cli nation to the former, which has often the fana 
admirers. Accordingly we find Mrs. Rowe difcovcs 
a tafte for painting; (he attempted to cacry her 
ta(l6 into execution, when (he had hardly fteadinefi' 
of hand fufficicnt to guide the pencil. Hier father 
perceiving her fondnefs for this art, was at the ex- 
pence of a mafter to inftruft her in it s and (he ne« 
ver failed to make it an amufement *ti]l her death. 
Every one acquainted with her writings, and ca^ 
pable of relifhing the melifluent flow of her num- 
bers, will naturally fuppofe, that ihe had a genius 

for 
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lor mufiCy particularly that of a grave and (blemn 
kiad, as it was belt fuited to t^^yfra^ur of b«r . 
fcnprnencsy and the (Ublimity of her devotion. But 
her flotoft prevailing propenfion was ^ poetry. 
This fuperior grace was indeed the molt favourite 
employment of her youth, and in her the moft di* 
iUnffoiihed excellence. So powerful was her geBi<» 
H5 m this way, that her profe hath aJl the charms 
of verfe without the fetters ;. the fame fire and ele- 
vation ; the fame richneG of imagery, bold figures^ 
and flowing didion. 

It appears by a life o( Mrs. Rowe^ prefixed ta 
the mk volume of her mifcellaneous works, that 
in the year 1696, the zzd of her age, a Colledioa 
of her Poems on varioos Occa£ons was publiihed 
at the defire of two of her friends, which we Tup* 
pofe did not contain all ihe had by her, fince the 
inmiious author of the preface, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Joni^bn, gives the reader room to hope, that Mrs.. 
Kowc mi^t, in a little while, be prev^led upoa 
to oblige the world with a fecona part, no way 
inferior to the former. 

Mra. Rowe*8 Paraphrafe on the a 8th Chapter of 
Job was written at the requefl of bifliop. K.enn» 
which gained her a great reputation. She had nOb 
other tutor for the Frendi and Italian languages 
than the honourable Mr. Thynne, fon to uie 
lord vifcount Weymouth, and father to Vhe right, 
honourable the countefs of Hertford, who willing . 
Iv took the talk upon himielf, and had the plea- 
(ure to fee his fair fcKolar improve fo fail by his 
lefTons, that in a few months flie was able to read 
Tafifo^s Jerufalem with eafe. Her (hining merits 
with the charms of her perfon and converfation^ 
had procured her many admirers . among others, 
the celebrated Mr. Prior made his addrefTe^ to her ;• 
fo that allowing for the double licence, of the po« 
et and the lover, the concluding lines in his An- 
fwcr to Mrs. Singer*s Paftoral on Love and Friends 

fliip. 
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iliip, were not without foundation in truth ; hot 
Mr. Thomas Rowe, a very ingenious and learned 
gentleman, was thfc perfon dellined to fill the arms 
of this amiable poetefs. 

As this gentleman was a poet of no Inconfider- 
able rank, a man of learning and genius, we flull 
here give fome account of him, in place of affign- 
irg him a particu'ar Article, as the incidents 
of his life will be more naturally blended with 

that of his wife. He was born at London, 

April the 25th, 1687, the eldeft fon of the 
revd. Mr. Rowe : who with a very accurate judg- 
ment, and a coniiderable flock of ufeful learning, 
joined tlie talents in preaching and a moft lively 
and engaging manner in converfation. He was of 
a genteel del cent, both on his father's and mother*8 
fide; but he thought too juftly to value himfelf on 
fuch extrinfic circumftances. His fuperior genias, 
and infatiable third after knowledge were confpica- 
Ol)s in his earliel^ years. He commenced his ac- 
quaintance with the Clalfics at Eplcm, while his 
father refidcd there, and by the fwift advances in 
this part of karniig, cji ickly became the delight 
of his mafter, who treated him with very parti- 
cular inJu^-t-i.cf, in fpight of the natural rugged- 
ncfs and levcrity of his temper.. 

When hiS father removed to London, he accont- 
panied him, and was placed under the famous Dr. 
Walker, mafter of the Charter-Houfe- School. His 
exercifes here never failed of being diftinguiflied 
even among thofe who had the approbation of that 
excellent mafter, who would fatn have perfusded 
his father to place him at one of our Englilli uni- 
verfities; but how honourably foever Mr. fcowe. 
might think of the learning of thofe noble feats of 
the Mufes, yet not having the fame advantageous no- 
tions of their political principles, he chofe to enter him 
in a private academy in London, and fome time be- 
fore his death fent him to Leydcn : Here he ftodi^d 

Jeuncl's 
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id's Antiquities, civil law, the liv'llcs Lettrei, 
expcrimeiitai philoibphy ; and cflabliflicd a ic- 
tiQii for capacity, application, and an obliging 
>rtment, hoch among the profi-irors and lludents. 
returned Jrom that celebrated feat of literature, 
.a^great acccinon of knowledge, entirely incor- 

in his morals, which iie had prefcrved as in- 
ate; as. he could have done under the mod vtgi. 

eye, though left without any rcftraints but 
•of h's own virtue and prudence, 
he love of liberty had always been one of Mr. 
^e's darling paffions. He was very much con- 
ed therein, by his familiar acquaintance with 
hifljory and noble authors of Greece and Rome, 
fe very fpirit was tr inferred into him : By re- 
iz do long at a Republic, he had continual ex- 
le& of the ineftiuiable value of freedom, as the 
Dt of induflry, and the univerfal fource of focial 
naefs. Tyranny of every kind he fincerely dc- 
d.j bnt moft of all asclefiafUcal tyfanny, deem- 
rhe:.ilavery of the raind the^moft abjed and ig- 
inidns, and in its cbnfe^ences more pernicious 
any other. 

e was a perfed mailer nf the Greek, Latin and 
ch languages ; and, which is fcldom known to 
)en, had at once fuch a prodigious memory, 
QDexhauIlible fund of wit, as would havefingly 
^admired, andwmuch morenitioed. Thefe qua- 
, with an eafy fluency of fpeech, ' a frankteefi, 
benevolence of difpofKion, and a communica- 
tsmper,- horade his company much follicited by 
'ho Knew him. He animated the converfation> 
indruded his companions by the acutenefs of 
)bfcrvations. 

ehad formed a defign to compile the li^esof 
he illudrious pcrfons of antiquity, omitted by 
xch ; and for this purpofe read the antient hif- 
OS with great care.. This defign he in part ex- 
4. Eignt lives were publiihed fince his de- 

ceafe. 
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ccafe, in o6lavo, by way of Supplement to that 
admired Biographer ; in which though Co youn? a> 
guide, he flnkes out a way like one well acquaint- 
ed with the dark and intricate paths of antiquity. 
The ftile is perfedlly eafy, yet conctfe, and nervous: 
The refle£iions juft, and fuch as might be expected 
from a lover of truth and of mankind. 

Befides thefe Lives, he had finifhed for ^e 
prefs, the Life of Thrafybulus, which being put 
into the hands of Sir Richard Steele, for niii 
revifal, was unhappily loftj and could never fince 
be recovered. 

The famous Mr. Dacier, having tranflated Pla- 
ta re h's Lives into French, with Remarks Hiilorical 
and Critical, the Abbe Bellenger added in 1734 » 
ninth tome to the other eight, confifting of die Life 
of Hannibal, and Mr. Rowers Lives made French 
by that learned Abbe : In the Preface to which 
verfion, he tranfcribes from the Preface to the Eng. 
liih edition, the charafler of the author with vifiUe 
approbation ; and ohferve&» that the Lii^ were 
written with ufte ; though being a pofthmnoiu 
work, the author had not put his \& hand to it. 

Such is the character of Mr. Rowe, the hufband 
of this amiable lady ; and when fo accomplUhed % 
pair meet in conjugal bonds, what great expeOa- 
tions may not be lormed upon them ! A friend o£ 
Mr. Rowe's upon tl\aC occafion wrote thefidlawing 
beautiful Epigram, 

No more proud GallU, bid the world revert 
Thy learned pair, Le Fevre and Dacser : 
Britain may boaft, this happy day unites* 
Two nobler minds, in Hymen*s facred rites.. 
What thefe have fung, while all th' inQurkg 

nine, 
£xalt the beauties of the verfe divine, 
ThoCe (humble critics of th' immortal ftraitt-,> - 
Sihskll bdund thtfir fame to comment and explain. 
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ELjOwe being at Bath, in the year 1 709, was 
c^ into the company ofiMifs Singer, who lived, 
iremcnt not far from the city« The idea 
:onceived of her from report and her writ* 
armed him ; but when he had feen and con^ 
;ith her, he felt another kind of impreffion* 
pfteem of her accompliflunents wai heighten- 
the rapture of a lover. During the court* 
wrote a poetical Epiftle to a friend, who 
leighbour of Mrs. Singer, and acquainted 
e family, in which were the following 



^8 livelieil bloom, a never-fiiding srace,) 
nore than beauty fparklet in her lace, 
foon the willing heart, her empire feelt ? 
look, each air, each melting adion killi : 
lie bright form creates no loofe defires ; 1 
ce (he gives and purifies our fires, > 

paflions chafte, as her own foal infpuret. 1 
oul, heav'n^s nobleft workmanihip defignM» 
lefs the ruined age, and fuccour lofl man- 
kind, 
rop abandoned virtue's finkine caufe, 
batch from vice its undefervM applanfe. 

narried her in the year 1710, and Mrs. 
exalted merit, and amiable qualities, could 

to infpire the moil generous and lading 
Mr. Rrr^'e knew how to value thnc 

of wit, foftnefs and virtue, with which 
had bldied him ; and made ic his lludy to 
le felicity with which (he crowned his life. 
»m and tendernefs he had for her is inex^ 
, and poflefTion feems never to have abated 
Inefs and admiration of the lover 1 a circum- 
hich fcldom happens, but to thofe who are 

capable 
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c.ip.:l)!c of enjoying mental intcrcourfc, and have a 
rclifh tor the ideal traniyorts, as well as thofe of a 
Iri'o elevated nature. Ic was fome conftderable time 
sifter his marriage, that he wrote to her a yery ten- 
der Ode, iinder the name of Delia, full of the 
warmell fentiments of connubial friendihip and af- 
fUiion. 'i*hc following lines in it mav appear re- 
markable, as it pleafed .-Heaven to difpofe events, 
in a manner fo agreeable to the wilhis expreiEeU 
in them, 

So long may thy infpiring page, 

And bright e.\ ample blcfs the riling age ; 
Long in thy charming prifon maylt thou ftay. 
Late, very late, ai'cend the well-known wav. 

And add new glories to the realms of day ! 
At leaft Heav'n will not fure, this prayer deny^ 

Short be my life*s uncertain date, -^ 
^nd earlier long than thine, the deftiaM hoar of 

fate! 

When e^er it comes, may*ft thou be by. 
Support my fmking frame, and teach me how to 

die; 

Banifh defponding nature's gloom. 

Make me to hope a gentle doom. 

And fix me all on joys to come. 
With fwimminge. es Til gaze upon thy charms. 
And clal'p thee dying in my fainting arms ; 

'1 hen gently leaning on thy bread ; 

Sink in foft ilumbers to eternal reft. 
The ghallly form dial] have a pleating air, 
And all things fmile, while Heav'n and thoa art 

there. 

This part of the Cde which we have quoted, con- 
tains the moil tender breathings of am&ion, and 
has as much delicacy and foftnefs in it, as we re- 
member ever to have fecn in poetry. 

As 
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^r. Rowe had not a robuA conftitutioiH To 
Me Application to lludy, bcvoml. wbat the 
y of his frsimc could bear, might contribute 
ill ilatc of health which sillayed the ha^pi* 
his married liK% during ihe i;2\;accr part of 
the Utter cud of tho year 1714. his weak- 
creai'cd, and he fcemed to labour under all 
nptomVof a confumption ; which diftcinper^ 
Dad confined h:m \oiuq inonthii, piliapeiiAid 
moll valuable lite, at Hampilead, iu 1715, 
be was but in the 2^Kh year., of ]u&: sire. 
Quifite grief and ainicUoa, which i^is amiable 
;It for the lofs of To excellent > huA>and, 
:o be cxprcifed. 

wrote a beautiful Elegy on his dc^ch, and 
Jed to the laft moments of her life, tu exprcfs 
;heft Veneration and affect Ion for his memory, 
particular regard and eftecm for his relations. 
Elegy of Mrs. Rowe, on the death of her 
lamented ha(band, we (hall here i&fert. 

An E L E G Y, &c. 

vhat foft language (hall my thottghti get free, 
dear Alexis, when I talk of thee ? 
Mufes, Graces, all ve gentle tiain, 
weeping loves, O fuit the pcnfive ilrain f 
why (hould I implore your moving art } 
I but to fpcak the di£Utes of my heart; 
1 all that knew the charming youth will join, 
sir friendly fij;hs, and pious tears to miae 1 
all that knew his merit, mull confefs, 
;rief for him, there can be no excefs. 
foul WAS form'd to aft each glorious part 
life, unftained with vanity, or art. 
thought within his g«A*ron§ mind had birth, 
what he might have ovmM tm Haav'ii and 
Earth. 

PraaU'd 
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Pra6\isM by him, each virtue grew mere bright. 
And fhone with more than its own native Hght 
Whatever noble warmth could recommend ' 
'['he juft, the adlive, and the conilant friend. 

Was all his own But Oh f a dearer name. 

And fofter ties my endlefs forrow claim. 
Loll in dcfpair, diftraded, and forlorn. 
The lover I, and tender hufliand mourn. 
Whatever to fuch fuperior worth w as due, 
Whatever excefs the fondeft paflion knew ; 
I felt for thee, dear youth ; my joy, my care, 
My prayVs themfelves were thine, and only 

where 
I'hou wall concerned, my virtue was fincere. 
When e'er I bege'd for bleflings on thy head. 
Nothing was cold or formal that I faid ; 
My warmed vows to Heav'n were made for thee, 
And love flill mingled with my piety. 
O thou wad all my glory, all my pride ! 
Thro* lifers uncertain paths my conftant puide; 
Kegardlefs of the world, to gain thy praife 
V^'as all that could my juft ambition ralfe. 
Why has my heart this fond engagement known : 
Or why has Heav'n difTolved the tyc fo foon? 
Why was the charming youth fo formed to move .' 
Or why was all my foul fo turnM for love ? 
JJut virtue here a vain defence bad made. 
Where fo much wortl> and eloquence could. 
plead. 

For he could talk 'Twas extacy to hear, 

'Twas joy ! 'twas harmony to every ear. 
Eternal mufic dwelt upon his tongue. 
Sou, and cranfporting as the Mufcs foue ; 
Lift'ning to him my cares were charm*aVo reft. 
And love, and filent rapture fillM my breaft : 
Unheeded the gay moments took their flight* 
And time was only meafur'd by delight. 

I heir 
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I%ear the lovM, the melting i^ccents flilU 

And (till the kind, the tender tranfport feel. 

Again I fe^ the fprightlv pi^ons rile, 
. Aifd life and ple^fure fparkle in his eyes. 

iAj fancy paints him now .with ey'ry grace, 
. But ah ! the dear delufion mocks my fond em- 
brace; 

The fmiling viiion takes its haily flight. 

And fcenes of horror fwim before my fight. 

Grief and defpair in all their terrors rife ; 

A dying lover pale and gafping lies. 

Each difmal circumftance appears in view, 

Th^ faUl objed is for ever new. 



. For thee all thoughts of pleafure I forego. 
For thee my tears (hall never ceafe to flow : 
For thee at once I from the world retire, 

' To feediiaiil^nt fliades irtiopelefs fire, 
iA'y hofom al^.thy image (hall retain ; 
The full impremon there (hall (UU remain. 
As thoa had taught my conftant heart to prove -, 
The noblefl: height and elegance of love ; 
That facred pailion I to thee confine ; 
My fpotlefs faith (hall be for ever thine. 

After Mfr. Rbwe's deceafe, and as foon as her 
aflfiaii^ would permit, .6ur authorefs indulged her 
inconquerable inclination to folitude, by retiring 
(D Froome in Sfomerfetfhire, in the neighbourhood 
of which place the greeted part of her eftate lay. 
When (he forfook the town, (he determined to re- 
turn no fpfije but to fpend the remainder of her 
life In abfol^te retirement; yet upon fome few oc- 
cafions (he thought it tier duty to violate this refo- 
luftibn. - 
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belief, nd tthraacageoos contempliitiaB, of which 
dui luAer Amdnwiit would iceommend. 

b me year 1736, the impertunity of Tome of 
Mn. Rmve't acqaainttnce who had feen the Hidory 
of Jofeph in MS. prerailed on her to pint it. 
The publication of this piece did not long precede 
the time of her death, to prepare for which had 
been the mat bofineTs of her life ; and it dole upon 
her according to her earned wifhes, in her beloved 
recefs. She was favoured with a- very uncommon 
ftrength of conftitution, and had pafs'd a long 
feries of years with fcarce any indifpofition, fevere 
enough to confine her to bed. -— » But about half 
a year befojpe her deceafe, (he was attacked with a 
dsftemper, which fcemed to herfelf as well as others, 
attended with daneer. Tho* this diforder found her 
mind not quite foTerene and prepared to meet death 
as nfual; yet when by devout contemplation, fhe 
had fortified herfelf againft that fear and diffidence, 
from which the moft exalted piety does not always 
fecure us in fnch an awful hour^ ihe experienced fuch 
divine fadsfadion and tranfport, that fhe faid wuh 
tears of joy, fhe knew not that ihe ever felt the 
like in all her life, and (he repeated on this occa- 
fioB Pope*8 beautiful (bliloquy of the dying Chriftian 
ID his fottl. 

The dying CnaisTiAN to his Soul. 

I. 

Vital fpark of heav'niy flame ! 
Quit, oh quit this mortal frame ; 
Trembling^ hojpine, lingr'ing, flying » 
Oh the pain, the blifs l . dying f 
Ceafe, fond nature, ceafe thy SoAftp 
And let me languifh into life. 

Vol, IV. N». to. C^ H. 
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II. 

Hark! theywKirper; Angels fay, • 
Siller fpirit, come away f 
What is this abforbs me quite, 
Steals my fenfes, (huts my fight. 
Drowns my fpirits, draws my bretth f 
Tell nie, my foul, can this be death ? 

III. 

The world recedes ; it difappears f 
Heaven opens on my eyes ! my ears 

With founds feraphic ring s 
Lend, lend your wmgs ! 1 Ynount ? I fly ! 

O crave ! where is thy viftory ? 

O death \ where is thy fting ? 

She repeated the above, with an air of intenfe 
pleafure. She felt all the elevated fentiments of 
pious extafy and triumph, which breath in diat ex- 
quifite piece of facred poetry. After this threat- 
ning illnefs (he recovered her ofual good ftate of 
herJrh ; and though at the time of her deceafe flie 
wus prc'wty far advanced in years, yet her exaft 
temperance, and the calmnefs of her mind, nndif- 
turbed with uneaiy cares, and turbulent paffions, 
encouraged her friends to hope a much longer enjoy- 
ment of To valuable a life, than it pleafed heaven to 
allow them. On the day when (he was feized with 
that diftemper, which in a few hours proved mortal, 
Aie fcehii'd to thofe about her to be in perfeA healdi 
and vigour. In the ei'eninr^ about eight o*clodc 
Jhc converfed with a friend, with'hcrnfual vivacity, 
mixed with an cxnrat>rdinary chearfulnefs, apd then 
retired to her chamber. About lo her fervant 
I' heirbig 
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tieA^g feme hotfe in her miftreft's room, ran in- 
ilantly into it^ and found her fallen off the chair on 
the floor, fpeechlefft, and in the agonies of death. 
' SWs had t?he immediate'afliftancf ok a physician and 
ftit^on, but all the meaiM ttfed weremthout fuc« 
eels, ah^ having given one groan fhe expired a few 
mihates before two o'clock, on Sunday morning, 
Febnlaijfthe aoth, 1 736-^ : Her difeafe was judged 
to be an apoplexy. A pious book wa« found lying 
open by her, as alfo fome loofe papers, on which 
ihe had written the following devout ejaculations, 

O guade, and counda, aq^ proieA my fqvl from 

. fin ! • " ' 
p fpeak ! and let me know thy heavenly will. 
Speak evidently to my lift'ning (bul ! 
O fill my foul with love« and Hgbt of p^ ace. 
And wlufper lieaT'nJ^ pomfor( to my ipul ! 
, O fpeak cctfleSistf fmnt in the Ursuh 

Of love, and heav nly pleafur^ to nay foul. 

tn her cabinet were found letters to feveral of her 
friends, which (he had ordered to be delivered to 
.the perfoas to whom theyiKeic direded tmmediatel/ 
after her dectafe* 

Mrs. Rowe lired hi friendlhip with people of the 
- firft fashion and diftin^on in life, by whom (be was 
efEeemed and refpeded. To enumerate them would 
be needlefs ; let it fufiice to remark, that her life 
was honoured with the intimacy, and her death la-* 
inented with the tears, of the countefs of Hertford. 
'Many verfes were publifhed to celebrate her memory^ 
..^ongft which a copy written by Mrs. Eliaabeth 
Carter are the beft. 

Thus lived honoured, and died lamented, tkia 

excellent poetefs^ whofe beau^, though not her 

CL« higheft 
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higheS excellence, 70c f^ead^ contribslcdta <cl,ofl 
her other more important {races to advaatage ;* and 
^hjrie piety will ever flune as a bri|^ flacainple>to 
poRerjty, ami teach them how to hei^hiea thcaiacuial 
gifts of anderftanding^ by tnie^ad uaaffiB£lod deto- 
tion.— *-The condttd and behavioorof hfai. Rbwie 
might put fome of the prefeat raoe-ofrftnalca to die 
blutht who rake the town fof infaniooi->advtatiires 
to amufe the public. Their workt will foon be for- 
eot;en, and tneir memories when dead; 'will not be 
deemed exceeding pracious 1 but the works of Mn. 
Rowe can never perifliy while exdtod pioty and 
genuine goodnefs have any exifteoce in jve workL 
Her memory will be ever honooiod^ and her name 
dear to lateft pofterity. 

Mrs. Rbwe's Mifcdlaifeotts Works wMewabUbid 
a fe^ years ago at London; ino^tavo, amt-JrierDf. 
votion's werefevifed^nd pub^flted' by^thr itvcKod 
Dr. ^ atts, under the title of Devout Exercifes^* id. 
which that worthy man wrote a preface ; and while 
he removes fome cavils that wantgnnefs and fenfn* 
ality might make to the ftile and mariner of thefe 
Devotions, he (hews that they contain the moft fub- 
lime fentiments, the moft refined breathings of the 
ibul, and the moft elevated and c«leftial piety. 

Mrs. Rowe*s acquaintance with perfonsof fafluoa 
had taught her all the accomplimmcntt of good- 
iTCcding, and elegance of lehaviour, and whh* 
out formality or anedation (he pradifcd in the moft 
diftant foiitude, all the addrels and politcnefs of a 
court. 

She had the happieft command over her paiEons, 
and maintained a conftant calmnefs of temper, aoJ 
iweetnefs of difpoficion> that couid not be ruffled by 
adverfe accidents. 

She 



tuird'fisiradnidsdfltFft&icNp i .Ae ,was ,a« inai^^, top 

Kpe^.«M flieexprefltd i^cr .tiioughts in the mpl| 

-^ Wh«aiihe«iCttisflinto thfixna^ricd fiate^ (the bigiij 
cft'eftdbor QjidrnoS teoder affcdion appesried iixlher 
ocbdufUibOrMfi Rowe* and by the mod gende an4 
obfi^iDg fiiaoaer/f and. that ^iicfic^ff^ii^^evfifyjjoi^ 
andgownatutcilitriitae^ fho coifiraied th^.empiM 
ftdhadf^DcdorecJiia heart. .laihorty if,thexnaS. 
ciiktvaM Underftandingi if 'an imaginatloa livel>f 
and extenfive, a charader perfe^ly mpral* aud, 
a fool formed for the moft exalted exercifes of de- 
wniMJa^nmitr a parfoo jtmWc^ Mr^, iU>we jiaa 
a jiibddtiiii to that apid^t, as well at to .dus, iujii>u-t. 
maort^.tfaeloyanOT po^ aad: cU^^Ix<unpo« 
fitioii;. :. - .. \ . 
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'T^HIS Gentkmnn w^i bom in the 
X txetcf, and the youngeft of «x fons 
John YaMen of Siii!irx, He received I * 
at a Grammar fchcol^ bclDnging 19 Ms 
IffgL* in Ojrfortl. * In the year t^qa 
mmtd a commoner of Magdaleti^Han, undl 
JfiHft PisHeij, who w«^ cftecmed au ck«II 
and a very grea.t mailer of logic, an^ t^e 
yctr he was ^koTcn ^h^j«r pf Msgibili 
Here he became a fellow- papil with tbc ce' 
Mr. Addifon and Dr. Henry Sncheverelj a: 
COEtraftcd a particular (riendihip with t 
gendemen. This academical aife£tioa Mr* 
preferved not only abroad in bis travels, but I 
hu advancement to coniiderable eiDpIoynti 
home^ and kept die fame eafy and free con 
dence to the very laft, as wheE tJJtIr forlani 
more on a leveL Thii ptfii^Eyttlon of ^Kt^i 
rendered more fingular, by Mr. Yaldefi'^ 
cfponfed a vf^y oppofite iBttfreft to that of M 
difoo, for he adiiercd to the H%h'Cbarc)ii 

nv^ iiiii fiifmftri if in iMafhrnsiir in iin 



|&lmf«;lf the next year, by takm^ 6r^eri} as Che 
fbundcr^s ftatutes rcqui^^. After his admilTion he 
feceiv^4 two^yblk m%rks of favour from that fo^- 
cieiy : The hrft *vas a prcfanfarioii ,4^ ■♦ !-.^'"ff)|( 

thcoth^r* his being elcAtd motal pliilofupiiv*rcLLdar>'' 
an office for life, cndow«:d with a handiome ilipend, 
and pec uli af pri vilegei . 

In 1706 he was rerceivcd into the famjly of iiift 
pdble md kind paa^n the duke pf Beaufort ; ^MJ^ 
wham be was in very great favoori liavlug in mn^ 
inftarices cx^eFienced his bounty and geneio^. 
In tbefollowiog year hecompleatedhb acadenikal 
, degrees, by coounendugdodor in divinity ; He pre- 
l^iit^ 10 thi? fgciety their foandtir'a picture in fol! 
Ui»£th, whicJi now haags n^ in the pablk-haO ; 
ana iJtei'YV^riJ* h? deliytrc4 in to the prefidctit a 
voluntary refignation of his fellowihipj md fht^ral 
Bliitefophy-le^t^re* He wgn afterwards preferred to 
m wrflor of Ch^!tea m CloanviUe, two adjoining 
iQwm and retteries in Hamplltifci. He w^s dcfled 
fay the preAdent and govemof* of Br id ewe Hi prcachqr 
of that hofpJtaU upon the r£r\gnatloa of Pr. Attm* 
bttf/, afterwajds ^ord bilhop of Kochcftef . ' 1 

Ha%"iag mtuitioned this prelate, i* will be ^roftf 
here to obferve, that upon a fiirpkion of Dv: 
Yalden's being conceroed with him, in a plot 
10 reilorc the exiled family j and for wbidb the 
bi(hop was afterwards banifhed, he was feized upon 
t>y ai^thodty, and committed to prifoo. When he 
|V4? examined before the foil ad i, concerning Ma 
correfpondence and imitntcy with Mr, KelJey ihe 
bijhop's fecretary i he did not dctiy his knowle^t^e 
^, and con-efporidenire with* hiin, but ftiJl periiftcd 
fal aflTcrtingT tt^at no mt;afurc-. coniriry to the canfti^ 
Ctttion were ever canvafled bc|^V9eaiiteBi. 
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There wai found in hit pocket book, & copy of 
verfet refle^ngoirthe>ei|iiin^ ftmlfy, and whkh, 
might well bear the copftni.£^oA of a liM-f^but 
when he was chmed with them, he denied xhit he 
ever compoled fnch verfes, or that the hand-writing 
was his own, and afferted his innocence in €tcrj 
circnmftance relating to the plot. The verfes in 
all probability were put into his pocket-book, by 
the fanie perTon, who with fo much dexterity placed 
a treafonable paper in bifhop Atterbory's dcMc-Aool, 
and then pretenaing to be the difcoverer of it, pre« 
ftired It' againft his lordlhip, as an evidence of his 
difaffedion. The particulars of that memorable 
tryal are recorded in the Life of Atterbnry, writ- 
ten by ihe authors of fiiographia Britannica.— The 
heats raifed by Attetbury^s tryal fabfidingt tlpic 
who were fufpe^ed of beii^ concerned with liim, 
as no evidence appeared llrong enough to convift 
them, were releaied. 

• Dr. Yalden wasr fhll favoured with the patron^ 
of the generous duke of Beaufort, and his reiidence 
in that noble family recommended him to the tc« 
quaintance of many of the firfl quality and cha- 
ra6ler in the kingdom, and as he was of a chear- 
ful temper, and of a pleafing and inftm^ve cion- 
verfation, he retained their friendihip and ofteem 
till his death, which happened the 1 6th of Joly, 
1736, in the 66th year of his age. 

His poetical works are chiefly thefe- 

On the Conqueft of Namure ; A Plndaii^ Ode, 
infcribed to his moft facriad and vidorioua naj||Bfty, 

folio 1695. 

. 1 * 

• , 1 

The Temple of Fame ; a Poem to the memory 

of the m )fl illuftrious Piince, William Duke of 

Glouccile.', folio 1700. 

On 



The RcTd/Dr.; TAtpEN../^^ 

Oil the hXt Ctp<^'^ Ajjceteon^i ^h^! ThfOtov a 

^ ?Att ^flar oh thje Ckmfter tor, 8ir:W4H9ti0bli]r 
AAfeMu a Poenr; ^ohiyof,'; : . ' • %** 

On the Mii^ of Sir Cacbery Piic^# a Pftnp» s 
^ccafiooed by the Bifine-advehciire Companxk^ * . 

On the D<ath of Mr. John Fartddge, .?rfl«dfor 
in Leather, and Aftrologiqr. . . . .; 

Advice to a Lovei". . , . -f. 

: To Mr. Wktfon; onJusEphemerit on di^ Gal- 
left tal Motions, prefented to Queen Anne. 

Againft Immoderate Crief. 

The Force of Jeatoufy. 

An Ode for St. CedUa*t Day» 1693, ftt (o 
nofic by Dr. Parcel. 

A Hymn to die Moniing in PraUe of Lig^ 

We (hall extraa the foUoiringfianaafiNHii'^ 
Hynn, as a fpedmen df his poc£y« . v )o ' 

'" i 
Parent of day f whofe beaoteout beanuof lif^j. 
Spring firom the darkfome womb of nightp . 
And midft their native horrors ihow 
Like gems adomini of the negrp^t brow. . ,-* 
Not Hearen*s fair bow can o^oal thee^ . : .1 
' In all its^gawdv drapery : " ^ »» <' 1 

Thou firft c&y 01 light, and pledge of day ! ' ' 
Rival of (hade ! eternal fpring! mil gay I . 

From thy bright nnexhaufted womb 
The beauteous race of days and feafons come. 

Thy beauty ages cannot wrong, 
• But Tpite of time, thoh^rt ever young. 
Thou art alone Heav'n*8 modefl virgin light. 
Whofe face a veil of bluihes hide from human 

[fight. 
■ At thy approach, natiire ereds her head ; 
The fmiling univerTe is glad ; 
The drowfy earth and feas awake 
And from thy beams new life and vigour take. 

When 
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When thy more chearful rays appear, 

Ev'n guilt and women ccafe to fear ; 
Horror, defpajr. tnd ailche<09< of Axglit : 
Retire before Uiy beams, ^nd t^e ihcir ^9^y 

[iilghr. 

Thou rifeft in the fragrant eaft, 
Like the fair Phoenix from her b^my nefti « 

But yet thy fadipg glories foon decays 

Thine*8 but a momentary ftay ; 

Too foon thou>t raviOiM from our fights 
Bcrno down the Aream Qf 4ay, and overwholm*d 

[with night.; 

Thy beams to thy own ruin hafte. 

They're framM too exquifi(c to laft : 
Thine is a glorigus, btiC % Ihort-livM ftatc i 
Pity fo fair a birth Ihould yield £• foQ» to ftlt. 

Befides thefe pieces^ this reverend gentleman Bai 
tiranAat^ vh^ (fcond book of Ovid*t Art of Lqnw, 
with feveral other QccufiQnal poemi wi imdhdmia. 
publilhed in the third and fourth Tolumes of Tofr- 
fon a MifcdUmn. , 

The Medicine^ a TaU ift the facoad Vdhnm of 
theTatlen, and Mr, Pavttidga't Appeal to th« iaaio- 
ed World. Qf a Fordier Account of the Maiiacr of 
his DeaUi, in Profe, art Ukewife wntttn hf I 



^^^^^^ 



If 



Mb 



Mr,. MITCH EL. 347 

...... .' - ■■'■». 

^jt ft^ ^^> ^A/* <^^* f^^ iB^io/* •^a/* *i^ ^A^ *^A^ ^n 

Vpr..«nrV* t^V* -a^V* m^U ^V* JUL 9/^* t/V^ J^t ^9V* */Vy 4K 

' ' ' ■ ■ ' V *' • ' *' 

Mr. Joseph MiT'cHtL. 

rUlS gentleman was the fon of a Sione- 
cutter in Scotland, and was born about Ae; 
Ul 1684. ^^ received an univerfity education 
ile he remained in that kin^omt aqdhav^g 
ae views of improvii^ hiV fortitne; fepairM tc^ 
: metropolis. ' We are not able to recover ma- 
parUculara concerning this poet, wliowasne- 
* " fnffcjeBrt/ eminent to e^cke much cuf iofity 
)CerAijig lum. By a dlifipated imprudeiit beha-p 
ivrtb^ rendered thofe, who were more int!- 
pclfy 'a^uaintc^d with hiiifi> M$ foljicitous tcf 
jfeiry^ th^ circanUJances hf his life, which were 
liitle to 'to idir^ntage. We find him c»jo);- 
5 the favour of the e^rl, of Suir, jjnd Sir 
>bwrt Wjiljpok, to Whom ive a44rcff«3 fome gf 
forms.. HtrccQived ft many obligations ftotR*'^ 
t latter/ 'and waa fo warm in his irit^rdl, thM' 
obtained the epithet of Sir Robert Walpok's 
Ct,. and for a great part of his .l^e had aa^iA- 
; dependence on die botmty of that lomdificgat 
tefman. Mr. Nfitdid| Vhp yaa a flave to hh' 
safares, and goverii^dP*!)^ ^efy gaft of irregolar 
petite, had many o^^nut^ties of experiencing' 
i dangerous foHy of iktiliVagance, and the ma- 
ancafy moments which it occafions. Notwith- 
nding this, his condud was never cbrre^ed* e-, 
tt when thje mean* of doing it were in his pow- 
At a time when Mr. Nutchel laboured ander 
xre neceffities, by the death' of his wife*s on-. 
: feveral thoafatid pounds devolved to him, 
^ of 
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of whicb he had no fooner got pofTtff&oiiy than ha 
planned fchemes of fpending it, in place of dif- 
charging the many debts he had contraAed. This 
behaviour, as it conveyed to his creditors no high 
idea of his honefty, fo it obliged him to beeper- 
petuallv fkulicine, and mull confequently have em- 
bittered even thofe hours which he faUIy dedi- 
dicated to pleafore : for they who live ander a 
perpetual dread of lofing their liberty, can en- 
joy no great comfon even in their roott carelcfs 
moments. 

Of the many rocms which Mr. Micchel wrotfi 
but few fucceeded to any degree, nor indeed much 
deferved it. At a time when the politician! were 
cn£|aged in fettling the Land-Tax, and varidfts p» 
pinions were offered concerning the ability* of diat 
branch of the commonwealth, fo that a.jtropci^ 
medium or ftandard might be fixed} hevcrimd 
the Totnefs Addrefs, much about the Aot of hlf 
prefent Majefty*s acceffion to the throne i it 
which it is hoAouronfly propofed» that fhe land- 
ed incerieft fiiould pay twenty fhiUingi in iki 
pound. This poem navinjg a reference to il fafliio^* 
able topic of converfation, was better recdfisr 
than moft of his other pieces. 

There was likewife a poem of Mr. &ntchd*s» 
called The Shoe-heel, which was mnch read on 
account of the low humour it contains. He-jaii 
addreiTed to Dr. Watts a poem on the fubjoft of 
Jonah in the Whalers Belly. In the dedication 
he obferves, < That it was written for the advance- 
' ment of true virtue and reformation of manhqrsi 
' to raife an emulation amongft our yooiig poets 
' to attempt divine compofurcs, pnd ne]p'tb^wipe\ 
* off the cenfures which the numerous laboub qS . 
.* the mufcs are jufily chai|;ed with. If (f^ixOter 
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- ip^^il^ »£o i'^4 & oew paein with ao .oJ 
* :|^ i^ew. iJba£k ^ pii a jtidgmest .'on tiic iaiJbi- 
' ^» of tEc miuibQr/ Wh<n iKe antagonifts^ of 
P«^ ^ete difta&Esed wkh the puUicatioii of t&p 
DoAc^f Mr. Miti^d ^i /ome (pfpidon Uiat Jbe 
luisjklf WM to be tlgmaiizcd mit: conGuoui tlUit 
ke iu(d ii«tcf ofeodcd Mr« Pope, lie took axi'oo^ 
poruiiucx m «rri£^ to Ktm upoa ihat A^eA. , Hf- 
iiifoiaicd him, that he bsd been ' anadtiifCi: . ojf 
kit wntingt ; that he declined all connexion wi^ 
thoie 0iej3, vtho combined to reduce lii§ rcpota^d- 
on, andtHi when no offence was given* na ic-^ 
fcntmcflt flioaJd be difco^ered. Mr/Popc/ upo^^ 
receiving tbb letter from Mirchel, moteling his^ 
iQiKiCCDcc aA 10 ^tiy calumny publifhed .igAmli; 
him* W15 fo eqaitabH as to Arike him oi^t of hh. 
Btkm^, in which* by roifr^prefcotaitlon hg had' 
affigncd him a ptkcc. ' ^ 

r 



'Wr. Mkdfel J6«ed in/gpod^com widi^! 




with him, was (ure to be a gainer. 'Once,' when 
Mr.,N)itchpl vi^aa in diftrefiy Mr. Hill, who CQMkl 
not peWl w ■ t&iTvehicJitttyr ^ rdievt ' hib ' by " pi- 
cdhiaf^'aflmiUi^e,^ 'jafrehim a higher in((tance of 
frjeitdml^, <fiatf 'rould , fee !(hc wti V «ft^ney . ' H^ " 
wi'6te a beautiful dramancpiece in two adts. CfJU 
ed'tt^ fatal fcxtrayagant; in which be exp6&4 the . 
hi<febirs vice of gaihing. This little 4rainatie 
wofk'ii p!abnedwlth-rdch eitqtffite art; wrought , 
o£ With ib'Vbtfch' tendernefs;- atid-the fcend'afe . 
fo natural, interefting and moving, that I know 
u6t if Mr. Hill hak iny where^onched the paffi- . 
om vAih (o 'gf«at a mzStcty. This play 'tfec the 

fttccefs 
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fucccfs it dcfervcd, aiid contributed to relieve Mr« 
MicchcrsneccfTitics, who had honour enough, how- 
ever, <o undeceive the world, and acknowMedge his 
obligations to Mr. Hill, by making ni unkind ac- 
quainted with the real author of The Fatal Extrava- 
gant. As this was a favour never to be forgot- 
ten, fo we find Mr. Mitchel taking every proper 
occafion to exprefs his gratitude, and celebrate 
his patron. Amongft the iirll of his poema, is 
An Ode, addre/Ted to Mr. Hill, which is one of the 
bcft of his compofitions. The two laH ftanza^s arc 
as follow, • 

Hcedlefs of cuftom, and the vulgar breath, 
I toil for glory in a path untrod. 
Or ^\ here but few have dared to combat death. 
And few unllaggerine carry virtue^s load. 

Thy mule, O Hill, of living names. 
My firft refpcrt, aT\d chief attendance claims. 
Sublimely flr\i. thou look'ft difdainful down 
On triHing fubjcdls, and a vile renown. 
In evVy verfc, in cy*ry thought of thine. 

There's heavenly rapture and defign. 

Who can thy god-like Gideon view •, 

And not thy niufe purfue. 
Or wifh, at Icalt, fuch miracles to do ? 

Sure in thy bread the ancient Hebrew fire 
Revived, glows hot, and blazes forth , 

How ilrong, how fierce the flames aipire I 
Of thy interior worth. 

When burning worlds thou fett'fl before our eyes|, 

And draw'A tiemendous judgment from the flues! 
O bear me on thy feraph wing. 

And teach my weak obfcquious mufe to iing. 



* An epic poem by Aaron Hill, efqi 

I See liie Judgment, a poem by Aaron HaU, efq} 



To 
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. ^7o thee I owe the little art I boaH ; 

Thy heat firft melted my co-genial froft. 

i - Fjoritrv^ tke fparkt thy breath did fan, 
^1^141^ t^y likeoefi fotm me into true poetic man. 

Mr. Mitchel died in the year 1738. He feenu to 
Kave been a poet of the third ^ate ; he has fel- 
4om reached the fublime ; his humour, in which he 
more fucceededy is not ftrong enough t6 laft ; his 
mfification holds a ftate of mediocrity ; he pof- 
jyred but little invention, and if he waa not a had 
rkjmefter, he cannot be denominated a fine pett« 
for there are bat few marks of genius id his writ- 
ings. His poems were printed m two vol* dvoi, in 
dhe year 1 729. 

He wrote alfo. The Union of the Clans ; or the 
Highland-Fair. A Scot's Opera. *Twas aded at 
the Theatre-Royal in Dnuy-Lane, about die year 
1730; but did not fucceed. 
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Mr« John Ozell.' i 

THIS gcademaa added confiderahly to tbe 
republic of letters by his numerous tranfla- 
tions. He received the rudiments of his educa- 
tion from Mr. Shaw, an excellent grammariaot 
mailer of the fr^e fchool at Aihby l>e la Zouch 
in Lciceilerfliire : he finiihcd his grammatical Icam* 
ing under the revd. Mr. Mountford of CJui(l*s 
Hofpital, where having attained the Latin, Greek, 
and Hebrew tongues, he was defigned to be lent 
to the univerfity of Cambridge, to be truned np 
for holy Orders. £ut Mr. OzeU, who was averk 
to that confinement which he mnft expedl in a 
college life, chofe to be fooner fettled in the 
world, and be placed in a uublic office of ac- 
coums, having previoufly (qualified himfelf bv at- 
taining a knowledge of arithmetic, and writing 
the necelfary hands. This choice of an occupa- 
tion in our author, could no other reafons be ad- 
duced, are fufHcient to denominate him a little tinc- 
tured with dulnels, for no man of genius ever 
yet made choice of fpending his life behind a dcflt 
in a compting-houfe. 

He Hill retained, however, an inclination to eru- 
dition, contrary to what might have been expciS- 
ed, and by much converfation with travellers from 
abroad, made himfelf mafter of moft of the liv- 
ing languages, efpecially the French, Italian, and 
Spanifh, from all which, as well as from the La- 
tin and Greek, he has favoured the world with a 

great 
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|reat ^ many tranflations* amoagft wUdk iff th* 

Tragooies from IUomi. 

a. The Litiguit, & Com«dy of | h£U i rvtiifl#« 
«d from the Frrncli of M. R«ciiu:|, who took it 
. firoai the Wafpi of AnlbpKtives , i vo. 1 7 1 5 ^ Sc^q 

111 k ciy of Luwer Numaiufy. 

T^' t*, MhiuUui Capirolinut. a Trt^ei^y frMTtHo 

^Vltfkchof M, !.i Fofle, 1715. \Vkcn tW ArUf 

•PcirtUiid w«i9 umb&flfitdaf at the French cu^ih thh 

play wai n^cd at P*irii thr«f fcorc ni^hu ntmiicig 1 

' fco fabjea i* rcUced by Livy. Thin trench lu- 

' ttltr Riidbd Itima rime at Oxford) » mid^ upon hlit 

fIvHum h^mo, applied hiinfdf 10 drarti^itk p^ietry* 

'I* which he acquired great rrptititiim, H^* Uie4 a- 

' lK)Ot die year 1 7 r 3^ 

4* The Cii, ag wu i dy P i m OwaWan'J .^^ 
(. Cato of tMea^ m Tlragidy'4MB|t'M«'#Bf 
Ckampf L af^td at the' Theetfr im dJbcokft.liiA« 
Fidda f7i6» dedteatwl to Cooat VMk» Jifedbr- 
eeilency the tmcreiial Aiilkiikdar im mUb ia 
added a ParaDel hmmm thla Plajr and Ifr^oM. 
Hton'% Gato. * •! 

JMidea theft, Mr. Oeell baa MaOaiad^ aU. Uto*- 
Itepe^a playa, 'wMcharo printed in 4 w>h efM<^ 
and Hkewife a eoUeaien of folna of M beft 
toanifli and Itidiaii ^qra, fmgiOa lJ ei w» Amin, 
' Kkdt and Lope^ de Vega.. UriiMker aiqr^of 
thefe playa, tranilated from d»o 8f ia Hh » laar^ 
overprinted, we cannot be poMfo. Mr. <Ml*a 
traaluiion of Mbliere ia fa? ffom being eaM- 
lent, for MoRere wai bn author to wham mmf^, 
bat ageaiaaUke btmMfi, coald well doJoMii. 

•1 
• lac^t 

m 
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*Th€ lliibrf €f Don Quisfote* tf :ifi^te4 by fe- 
deral hands, pubbflicd by letter Matteujc ; revtfiid. 
and compared wi^K xhe beil tilitir^n, princed ii Ma^ 

Idrtd? by MnO^cll, 5th edtton, 1715. 
,ReflexioM_fi3a^ Lesirmag^ by M. dc Feiid4ii» 
Ars^bilhop ofQiiiibnr;^, >iadc EngUIll fram (Ikdj 

€^omrno:i Prayer, ftoi Common Scnfc, in fevcial 
PUccf oFthc Portijgucnc, Spnnill*, IialtAn, Firndit 
Latin, and Grtck Tranflitioni ©f the Entlilh Ki* 
f urgy I Beinj^ a Specimen of the Mnn, f.^hl Omtf* 
figns, %Vc* In ail, or inofl of the 1a !ac!onf» 

feme ©f iwHich -were ynflt^d at C,:^,u, A»d'tlic 
left ftf Cimbrit^gc, or London* 1711, 

Vertot's RevnUtigns of Rome, tranflatcd bv Mr. 
Oa*li.i!. -...:.; * . '' , ' . *' 

Logic, «r the Artof Tbbkingi from thfi FmiKlt 
ef M* Ntcofc, 1723- 

Mr. Oa^cll finiflitd a- TranHation from the Por- 
m^ucic, begun by Dr, Ocddes of tJie nwiil te- 
lebraitd, popifti, eedefjaflkal Rominee ^ being tAc 
the Life of Vefonica of Milan, a book cercfi^ 
by the hcadiof the univcrfiiy of Conlutbta in Por- 
tugal, to be re vt fed by tli<^ Aftgcl"^! ^nd ajpprov^ 
of by God. ^m 

Thefe are i!te worki of Mr* Os;elI, wlio, iflw 
did not fofkh my ffennii* hai not yet liircd in 
vain, fur he has rendered into Enj^liih fome ¥try 
ufcftjtl fHeces, and if hii tmnHatiom are not tk* 
gant ; they are generally pretEy juil, and troe to 
Iheir ori|i()at 

Mr, CJacil i« fevereiy toiacHed by Mr* Pope In 

ihc ^rjt b^ok of the Dundad, on what acco^ikt we 

Cinnot determine 1 perhapfl ihae fnryriil hai only it* 

irodaced hfm to eracc tl»c irtin of liii |)«»nce«. 

' '' i OicU 
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Ozell wai incenfed to th« Itft fitmte by this 
ufagc, and in a paper called The Weekly Med« 
ley, September 172^, he pobTiihed the following 
(Irange Advertifement f. ' As to my learning^' 

* thtfc envious wretch kitew, and tfisry body khom^^ 

* that the whole ben^h of biflipps, not long ago«^ 

< were pleafed to give me a ptirie of guineu lor ^U^' 

* covering the erroneous cranflations of the CofailBOii 

< Prayer in Portugneze, Spani&i, French, Italian* 
« t^, A%.tot mfi^^ 

* better verles in all Pope^^s works/ than 'OaeiTB' 

< verfion of Boilean*! Lulrio, which the late locd 

* Hallifax was fo wetl pleafed with, that he com- 

* plimented him with leave to jdedicate it to htaii • 

* kc. &c. Let him ftiew better and traer poetry 
« in The Rape, of the Loc|c, than in Osell^j Rape 

* of the Bucket, which, bacaufe an ingenious aii« 

* thor happened to mcvtioju in the lame breatk 
' with Pope's, vlJB. ^ ' 

' Let Ozell fing the Bucket, Pope the Lock» \ 

* the little gentleman had like tq have mtt< 

* mad i and Mr. Toland and Mr. GiUoo puhlid/ 

' declared Oacirs Traniltfipii of Homer to.bc». 
' at it was priory fo likawife fuperaoo tp Pope's^ , 
« ---«^urely, furely^ every nan ia.freeto deiervi^, 

* well of hil country V J o m 11 Oa a LU 

This author died «b0nt Xlm middle of OAober 
174.), and wAsbttriedlii a vault of a church he-.!^ 
lon|^ng to St. Mary Aldermanbury. He never ex* . 
periencedany of the viciflitudes of fortune, whidi: 
have been fo frequently the portion of his infpired 
brethren, for a perfon born in the fame county. 
with him^ and who owed particular oblisations to 
his family, left him a competent provision: be« 
fides, be- had alwi^s enjoyed g^9od places. He 

, * Nottt «a tbi PoAciaj* 
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was for Comt years auditor-general of the city and 
Bridge accounts, and, to the time of his deceafe, 
auditor of the accounts of St. Paul's Cathedra], 
and St. Thomas's Hofpital. Though, in reality^ 
Ozell was a man of very little genius, yet Mr. 
Coxeter aflerts, that his conrerfation was furpriz- 
kigly pleafittg, and that he had a pretty good 
knowledge of men and things. He poffibly pof- 
Cctttd a large (hare of eood nature, which, 
When joined with but a to&rable nnderftanding. 
will render the perfon, who is bleflTed with it, more 
amiable, than the moft flaihy wit, and the highcft 
genius without it. 



End of the Foarth Volume. 
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